Worship Plan for Sunday, July 26, 2026 
B Pentecost 9
ELW Setting 3, Setting 8 Kyrie
American Lutheran, Jesup

Introduction to the day
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!


WELCOME & WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.


GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533) 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace!

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me;
where we find thee and adore thee, there a heav'n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou, let it be thy temple now!

3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, here thy seed is duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted, bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all I hear may be fruitful unto life in me.

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, let me keep thy gift divine;
howsoe'er temptations thicken, may thy word still o'er me shine
as my guiding star through life, as my comfort in all strife.

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

GREETING  (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

A reading from 1 Kings.
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
 129 Your decrees are wonderful;
  therefore I obey them with all my heart.
 130 When your word is opened it gives light;
  it gives understanding to the simple.
 131 I open my mouth and pant
  because I long for your commandments.
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
  as you always do to those who love your name. 
 133 Order my footsteps in your word;
  let no iniquity have dominion over me.
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
  and I will keep your commandments.
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant
  and teach me your statutes.
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
  because people do not keep your teaching. 

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

A reading from Romans.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
At the end of each petition will be, “God of grace,” and you may respond, “hear our prayer.”

Closing petition:
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Now we’ll share that peace with one another.

OFFERING God of the Fertile Fields (ACS 1063) vs. 2 & 4
2 We would be stewards true, holding in trust from you all that you give; help us in love to share, teach us like you to care
for people ev'rywhere, that all may live.

4 God of the countryside, dear to the Christ who died to make us one:
we pledge our lives anew in faithful love to you. Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.

OFFERING PRAYER 

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134) 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING

SENDING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.


DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

And have fun doing it!
We will! Amen.
Join us for fellowship in the Fireside Room
Treats supplied by Joellen Yeager
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendell, Shirley, Bill, Sharon, Jeanne, Emelia, Lori, Marie, Kaye
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns. 
Noisy Offering – Through September 15
Our Noisy Offering will support the final phase of the Cedar Lodge renovations at Camp Ewalu. Through September 15, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids will match every dollar donated (up to $50,000), doubling the impact of your gift. Bring your coins, cash, or a special donation, and help Camp Ewalu complete this important project debt-free. Thank you for your generous support!
Worship Wednesday Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy working with children? American Lutheran Church is looking for volunteers to help with Worship Wednesday from September through April. Whether you can help every week or occasionally, your time and talents can make a meaningful difference in the lives of our young people.
If you are interested in serving or would like more information, please contact the church office.
Vacation Bible School – Rainforest Falls
Join us for Vacation Bible School at Jesup City Park, August 9–13, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. This year's exciting theme is Rainforest Falls!
Parents can register their children through the church website, or scan the QR Code below. We hope you'll invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join us for a fun week of faith, music, games, crafts, and learning!
Calling All Cookie Bakers! 
Can you help make VBS a little sweeter? We're looking for volunteers to donate 3 dozen cookies for Vacation Bible School. Homemade or store-bought cookies are both appreciated! If you can help, please sign up or contact the church office.
Thank you for sharing a sweet treat with our VBS kids and volunteers!
Military Address: Christa Leach, 387 AEW (CSS), OPC 1201 Box 72
APO AE 09309 As of now, this will be through the end of Sept.
Summer Food Program: The Jesup Ministerial Association will hold its final food distribution of the summer on August 12 for 13 local families. American Lutheran Church has committed to providing boxed oatmeal and canned fruit for this ministry. Donations may be placed in the grocery cart located by the front entrance. Thank you for helping support families in our community
Fellowship Hosts Needed: We are looking for volunteers to host fellowship following worship. If you are willing to help, please contact Connie Hamilton (319-327-3001) or the church office at 319-827-6626 or secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org
God's Work. Our Hands. T-Shirt Orders 
Order sheet on table in the back of the sanctuary
American Lutheran Church will once again participate in God's Work. Our Hands. Sunday on September 13, joining ELCA congregations across the country in serving our community.
To help us show our ALC spirit, we're placing a group order for God's Work. Our Hands. T-shirts. Shirts are $15 each, and all orders must be submitted to the church office by August 15.
Additional details about our service project will be announced soon, so stay tuned! We hope you'll join us as we put our faith into action through service. 
Email: Secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org to place your order 

Military members: Christa Leach has been called to active duty with the 434th Air Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. Jordan and Justin are still members of the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is stationed at Fort Knox and in the Army Reserves Cassidee is stationed in Iowa City and Cole is currently home. Cody Clayton is back from Fort Benning, Georgia Basic Training and will report to Dubuque.​​ Karsten Nuehring is back from training and is drilling with the Aviation Unit in Waterloo.
Please contact the church office to add other names who serve. 
We remember them in our prayers. 


THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, July 19th
9am Worship with Communion
Sunday, July 26th
9am Worship with Communion

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance July 19th-30
Offering
Current $1880
Benevolence: $170
Improvement: $25
Current Balance as of June 30, 2026
Checking: $12,030.06
Savings: $27,509.25
Improvement $44,522.53

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Reverend Kristi Grieder
Music: Karen Weltzin
Usher: Stanek
Deacon: Mary Adams
Reader: Mary Adams
Fellowship: Joellen Yeager
Videographer: Mike Waring
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