Worship Plan for Sunday, September 20, 2026 
Lectionary 25
Proper 20
17th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three
Sunday, September 20, 2026

Introduction to the day
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Lord of Light (ELW 688) vs. 1,2 &4

1 Lord of light, your name outshining
all the stars and suns of space,
use our talents in your kingdom
as the servants of your grace;
use us to fulfill your purpose
in the gift of Christ your Son:

Refrain
Father, as in highest heaven,
so on earth your will be done.

2 By the toil of faithful workers
in some far outlying field,
by the courage where the radiance
of the cross is still revealed,
by the victories of meekness,
through reproach and suff'ring won: Refrain

4 By the prayers of faithful watchers,
never silent day or night;
by the cross of Jesus, bringing
peace to all and healing light;
by the love that passes knowledge,
making all your children one: Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11
A reading from Jonah.
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8
 1 I will exalt you, my God and king,
  and bless your name forever and ever.
 2 Every day | will I bless you
  and praise your name forever and ever.
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!
  There is no end | to your greatness.
 4 One generation shall praise your works to another
  and shall declare your power. R
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
  and all your | marvelous works.
 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
  and I will recount your greatness.
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from Philippians.
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY As Saints of Old (ELW 695)

1 As saints of old their firstfruits brought
of orchard, flock, and field
to God, the giver of all good,
the source of bounteous yield;
so we today firstfruits would bring,
the wealth of this good land,
of farm and market, shop and home,
of mind and heart and hand.

2 A world in need now summons us
to labor, love, and give;
to make our life an offering
to God, that all may live.
The church of Christ is calling us
to make the dream come true:
a world redeemed by Christ-like love;
all life in Christ made new.

3 In gratitude and humble trust
we bring our best today
to serve your cause and share your love
with all along life's way.
O God, who gave yourself to us
in Jesus Christ your Son,
teach us to give ourselves each day
until life's work is done.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING We Are an Offering (ELW 692)

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to you
We are an offering

Lord, use our voices
Lord, use our hands
Lord, use our lives, they are yours
We are an offering

All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to you
We give to you

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to you
We are an offering
We are an offering
OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)

LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)

1	The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
	we go in Jesus' name
	to bring glad tidings to the poor,
	God's favor to proclaim.

2	We go to comfort those who mourn
	and set the burdened free;
	where hope is dim, to share a dream
	and help the blind to see.

3	We go to be the hands of Christ,
	to scatter joy like seed
	and, all our days, to cherish life,
	to do the loving deed.

4	Then let us go to serve in peace,
	the gospel to proclaim.
	God's Spirit has empowered us;
	we go in Jesus' name.


DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Join us for fellowship in the Fireside Room
Remember our members in your prayers: Wendell, Shirley, Bill, Sharon, Jeanne, Emelia, Lori, Marie, Kaye, & Christy, Friends and Family of Randy Frush
Prayer Chain: Contact Kaye Jones kayejns@gmail.com or the office (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) with any prayer concerns.
Sharing God’s Love—One Drop at a Time
You may have noticed the donation pail near the entrance to the sanctuary. Our Jesup Ministerial Association VBS funds are depleted, and we are also helping raise funds to provide a community well in Africa, continuing the mission our children supported during VBS. Every gift—large or small—can make a difference. Together, we can help provide clean water while showing God’s love to others, one drop at a time. Donations may be placed in the pail or in the collection plate.
Congratulations Amber and David Reuter on the birth of their daughter Emmalee Grace!
Disaster Response Volunteer Training
Pastors and lay leaders are invited to a training on October 6, 2026, from 2–6 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Cedar Falls. Hosted by the Northeastern Iowa Synod and Lutheran Disaster Response, the session will cover volunteer opportunities, disaster preparedness, and emotional and spiritual care during community crises.
To register—or express interest in future training—contact Rev. Jen Thomas at thomasj@neiasynod.org.
Noisy Offering – Through September 15 - Last Day to Contribute!
Our Noisy Offering will support the final phase of the Cedar Lodge renovations at Camp Ewalu. Through September 15, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids will match every dollar donated (up to $50,000), doubling the impact of your gift. Bring your coins, cash, or a special donation, and help Camp Ewalu complete this important project debt-free. Thank you for your generous support!
God’s Work. Our Hands. - House of Hope
Join us Wednesday, October 7 as we prepare and serve dinner for moms and kids at House of Hope, 845 W. 4th Street in Waterloo. Dinner will be served at 5:15 PM.
We need volunteers for two teams:
Meal Prep & Loading Team - 2:30–4:30 PM
Help prepare our baked potato bar, pack everything up, and load the serving team’s vehicles.
Transport, Serve & Clean Up Team - 4:15–approximately 7:00 PM
Meet at church to load up, transport the meal to House of Hope, set up and serve dinner at 5:15, clean up, and return church supplies afterward.
October 7 is an early-out day from school, and volunteers of ALL AGES are welcome! Bring the kids or grandkids and serve together.
Learn more about House of Hope or support their mission at houseofhopeccd.org.
God‘s Work Our Hands T-Shirts - If you have preorder a T-shirt you will find them in your church mailbox. We have two extra 1 Large and 1 XL , if you would like topurchase contact Chris. The cost is $14.95

Military Address: Christa Leach, 387 AEW (CSS), OPC 1201 Box 72
APO AE 09309 As of now, this will be through the end of Sept.
Military members: Christa Leach has been called to active duty with the 434th Air Force Reserve Unit in Grissom, Indiana. Jordan and Justin are still members of the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City. Jeryn Loyd is stationed at Fort Knox and in the Army Reserves Cassidee is stationed in Iowa City and Cole is currently home. Cody Clayton is back from Fort Benning, Georgia Basic Training and will report to Dubuque.​​ Karsten Nuehring is back from training and is drilling with the Aviation Unit in Waterloo.
Please contact the church office to add other names who serve. 
We remember them in our prayers. 









THIS WEEK AT ALC
Sunday, September 20th
9am Worship with Communion
Monday, September 21st
6:30 pm Worship & Music Committee
Wednesday, September 23rd
6 pm Worship Wednesday
6pm Confirmation Class
Sunday, September 27th
9am Worship with Communion

BY THE NUMBERS
Attendance Sept 13th 22
Offering 9/6+9/13
Current: $2216
Benevolence: $365
Improvement: $50
EWALU $98
Backpack $20
Youth $50
Current Balance as of Aug 31, 2026
Checking: $1,760.42
Savings: $22,519.44
Improvement $44,851.32

ASSISTING THIS SUNDAY:
Reverend Susan Friedrich
Music: Cassie Groman
Usher: Wayne Schneider/Angie Loyd
Deacon: Mike Waring
Reader: Mike Waring
Fellowship: Connie Hamilton
Videographer: Mike Waring 


