Carmel-by-the-Sea highlights – Spring 2026 - Have recently called the numbers on this list to update and see who’s still in business since covid – Copy web sites and YouTube links to view in your browser.
  

Here are a few highlights from our trips to Carmel. We honeymooned in 1997, and have visited about seventeen times.

By the way, since there is no mail delivery in Carmel village (about 1 mile square), there are no numbers on the buildings or houses. To find a location, the addresses are given as: "our house is "Sea Breeze", on Dolores between 5th and 6th." One more unique aspect of Carmel.... (also, there are no high heels allowed, no live music, no traffic lights, and no large chain stores, just to name a few of the many unique aspects of Carmel-by-the-Sea)

2026 UPDATE: They are finally going to put numbers on the homes in Carmel. “Nothing is certain but change.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                


Getting There
Carmel is about 2 hrs drive south of San Francisco airport, and about 90 minutes south of San Jose airport. BUT, you can fly right into Monterey airport BUT, United or American cost a LOT more than Southwest into San Jose. If you do pick Monterey airport, PLEASE check the flight times. They have been changing, and not to our advantage, rather to the airlines.  Anyway, it's worth investigating a flight directly into Monterey. It’s a small airport with about one departure every half hour. If you do fly into San Jose, there is a redwood grove in Felton (it’s between San Jose and Santa Cruz). Look for the Henry Cowell redwood grove. More info on the web site; click on the Carmel 2019B page.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                    A - Accommodations
(1 A) If you want to play golf at Pebble Beach, it's understood you'll have to spend at least one night there in order to get a tee time. (But call first!) Some folks spend most of their vacation at a lesser expensive place, except for the "golf day" at "Pebble" http://www.pebblebeach.com/
(2 A) If money is no object, the views from Highlands Inn are spectacular, but like Pebble Beach it is not in the village of Carmel. http://highlandsinn.hyatt.com/
(3 A) Carmel Cottage Inn (only 1 block from Carmel beach)  831-392-5725 This group of five cottages used to be part of La Playa Hotel. 3 of them are 1 bedroom, 2 of them are two story with multiple bedrooms. The one room cottage we picked was $500+/ night. (But it was worth it for Ellen’s “decade” birthday. We’re not saying WHICH decade! We stayed here for a "special trip" http://www.carmelcottageinn.com/index.html 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmohJASrJdA&feature=youtu.be
We like to wake up in Carmel and there are many charming B&Bs, but here are some places where we have stayed:
(4 A) The Hofsas House. Have stayed here about nine times. (more than any other place) 831-624-2745 Has a pool and dry sauna. http://www.hofsashouse.com/ 2026 UPDATE! Hofas House is scheduled to be remodeled in late 2026, so call for their availability.  
(5 A) The Wayside Inn. We enjoyed this because it has a couple of rooms each with a kitchen and separate bedroom. http://www.ibts-waysideinn.com/
(6 A) Two couples? Family? No problem. The Hofsas House has room 9 & 10 (ask for them), OR try the Briarwood Inn; it has their "Penthouse" which one large living area and kitchen, with split bedrooms on either side of a central living/dinning area and full kitchen. http://www.briarwood-inn-carmel.com/ 
(6 B) Also try the sister Inn to Briarwood, The Carmel Fireplace Inn (link is on Briarwood’s web page). They have family sized rooms.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                B - Dining
Also, there's PLENTY to do in Monterey, and we do some things there, but we like the charm of Carmel....
(1 B) Most fun dining experience is at: Dametra Cafe 831-622-7766 http://www.dametracafe.com/ These folks really know about HOSPITALITY (many places in Carmel don't care for tourists or have just gotten lazy) BUT at Dametra Cafe, they are always glad to see you. And it shows; hard to get in here. I suggest calling at least a week ahead.
YouTube song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPy9JvYg138&app=desktop
YouTube birthday dance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTs671WJvh0&list=UUqgDa3Uw_8Y3rTHds-DgVpA
 (2 B new) The owners of Dametra Cafe took over two other restaurants in 2016. We visited Portabella in May, 2016. It is down the hill on Ocean Ave. between Lincoln and Monte Verde 831-624-4395

Portabella singer. The success of Dametra Cafe allowed them to buy out two other Carmel restaurants. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dtbz48pDSQo 

Portabella violin. We thought this meal was the best combination of food, entertainment and ambiance.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiXc3EcyPVc 

 

(3 B) Best food: Enzo restaurant formerly: Nico Ristorante Mediterraneo [Update 2017 – Enzo bought out Nico and changed the name – otherwise is the same! (San Carlos - ocean side, between Ocean & 7th) ... nice European style ...  831-624-6545 https://www.enzocarmel.com/ During our last several trips, they have the best food on each of our visits, but we have always been able to get in … even when other restaurants are full….

(4 B) Original favorite- Flying Fish Grill - (in the three story shopping mall on Mission, next to the corner of Ocean & Junipero). Reservations a must. Dinner only. (831) 625-1962. Restaurant is downstairs. http://flyingfishgrill.com/ Kenny retired and Rich is now the general manager
 

(5 B) Sushi Heaven 831-625-2067 On Dolores btwn 7th & 8th.  Execllent sushi, friendly staff. They are a couple of blocks off Ocean, almost into the residential part of Carmel - so they don't as much "walk by" traffic as some restaurants. We have been when it's been quiet, and also when it's been packed. (better when it’s quiet)
(6 B) Want to eat late ? (late in Carmel is 10 PM !) ... Try Little Napoli 831-626-6335 ... on Dolores, between Ocean and 7th www.littlenapoli.com Call for after 9:30 PM table.
(7 B) For a view of the first Tee at Pebble Beach, try the Gallery restaurant just over the club house. We sat outside and watched people play the first fairway. For a view of the 18th green and the ocean, try The Bench at Pebble. It’s right next to the Lodge.
 

(8 B) At Spanish Bay, during the day, we like "Stix" which has a great view of the 1st tee at Spanish Bay. We like to sit at the bar and look at about 180 degrees of ocean view

 

(9 B Expensive) - The Lodge at Pebble Beach - (On the 17 mile drive, but if you have reservations, they will comp the $10+ entry fee into the Del Monte Forest). Even before we took up golf, we loved our lunch with a view of the 18th green. Expensive, but worth it. (831) 624-3811 

(10 B Expensive) - or try Roy's at the Inn at Spanish Bay - If you go in the evening, be sure to get there before sunset so you can hear the bagpiper "close down the golf course" But call to verify what time he plays! (831) 624-3811
YouTube: bagpiper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vObiN7WqzNo
Bagpiper, May 2016. As luck would have it, the only open table ended up being the closest location to the performance area! With Ellen and my sisters Marty and Terry.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=injdDEmZCt4 

(11 B - room with a view)- When you drive to Big Sur, be sure to stop in for lunch at the Post Ranch Inn. They do allow non-guests to have lunch. Dinner hours are restricted; if you want dinner, eat before sundown because the view from 1000 feet in elevation was the most spectacular we saw on our honeymoon! (831) 667-2800 -- it's on the right side of highway 1 (going South bound), just past the town of Big Sur. LOOK FOR an up hill entrance -- right turn across from Ventana Inn.http://www.postranchinn.com/
(12 B) Big Sur getaway - Ripplewood Cafe -- Cute restaurant about 20 miles south of Carmel, before Big Sur. Inexpensive, fun, happy staff. It's on the left side of Highway One. 47047 Highway 1 Big Sur 93920 831-667-2242. I think they close after lunch (about 2 pm), so call before you go.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                        
                                                                   C - Pubs and nightlife

(1 C) A - Hog's Breath Inn San Carlos btwn 5th & 6th (ocean side). OK, OK, I know the locals don't go here, but I still like having my glass of wine with some yuppies instead of the local drunks. It's still fun years after my first visit. (1974)

(2 C) Night Time Action - Mission Ranch Restaurant - (at the Carmel Mission Ranch, 26270 Dolores) - We have been to the piano bar, and New Years dinner, 2002 & were told Clint Eastwood is there every Tuesday evening. (831) 625-9040. 
( 3 C ) The bagpiper at the Inn at Spanish Bay. This is every night at sunset. Takes place at an outdoor bar with lots of fire pits near the 1st green. The bagpiper comes from the green area and plays for about 15/20 minutes. It's magic. Call to get the exact start time. And, as with most things you do at Pebble or Spanish Bay, they will refund your gate entry fee into the Del Monte Forest. Concierge 831-649-7606
YouTube: bagpiper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vObiN7WqzNo
Bagpiper
, May 2016. As luck would have it, the only open table ended up being the closest location to the performance area! With Ellen and my sisters Marty and Terry.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=injdDEmZCt4 

By the way, there is no live music allowed in the village of Carmel-by-the-sea (Update: They can have acoustical music as long as it's not too loud). So, for action, you'll go to Clint Eastwood's Mission Ranch, Highlands Inn, or the Barnyard (across Highway One), or into Monterey.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                        D - Exercise and hiking

(1 D ) Hiking - (& see # 14A & 14B below) If you haven't been to the Point Lobos Reserve, you must take an hour or two and hike here. It's only 3 miles south of Carmel. . . By the way, when you pay for your park entry fee (only about $6), you can keep the windshield paper & go into other state parks (for example Big Sur) for no charge IF you go on the same day. Regarding Point Lobos, it has been called... 
"the greatest meeting of land and water in the world."  "Landscape artist Francis McComas's brief but extravagant comparison remains unchallenged. All who come here agree that the beauty of the tree-clad headland is unequaled. Walk gently. Breathe deeply. Reflect. Discover it's spirit for yourself." 
(2 D ) Easy hike -- Jack's Peak is just up the hill across from the entrance to the Monterey Airport (I recall it is eastbound on Highway 68 -- but only 10 minutes from either Monterey or Carmel). You drive up the hill to the state park -- the hike, which circles Jack's Peak is only about a mile, but is the only location on the Peninsula from which you can see Santa Cruz to the North, over look Monterey, Cannery Row and Pacific Grove, walk around to see Carmel Bay, and walk around to see Carmel Valley and southward towards Big Sur. Nice wide trails, and a few park benches if you want to rest.
(3 D ) Vigorous hike -- drive out Carmel Valley road approx ten miles to the Garland state park on the right side. They have maps and you can do an "easy" 45 minute hike up the hill, or make it much longer. I've found you need to be in decent shape to make this one "easy". 2017 UPDATE! One of the locals told us there have been auto break ins in the parking area at Garland state park. Makes sense, since the thief can see you walking off for your hour + hike. On our New Years 2019 trip we used Lyft from Carmel and enjoyed the conversations with our drivers and secure feeling of knowing our car was safe back in Carmel..
(4 D) Locals hike...  Here's a really neat spot to go hiking. This -is actually a state-maintained area, but apparently is not known to tourists, so it's a very quiet get away. 

From Carmel: Start your odometer at Ocean Blvd & highway 1. 

Drive south on highway 1. At about 6 1/2 to 7 miles south of Ocean Blvd., start looking for a stand of Cypress trees about 200 yards long (this will be on the left hand side). 

Name of park is "Garrapatta". There will be a small 'barn' behind the stand of Cypress trees; you'll see this while driving down the highway. 

The stand of trees is just across from a beach area. You'll see a well maintained trail and markers behind the 'barn.' There are two trails. Take the "Soberannes" trail. You'll have about a 12 to 15 minute hike up the canyon. It won't look like much as you walk up the dusty canyon, but your hike will be well worth it when you will enter a grove of redwood trees with a stream running through it. We found the redwood grove to be extremely peaceful, plus there will be hardly anyone around!
There are several places you can sit and relax or enjoy a snack.
When we visited, we only saw three other people during our hike. Very nice!

New hike 2019 – Palo Corona Regional Park. This is an “old” set of trails just south of Carmel (and before Point Lobos), but they were hard to access – UNTIL the owners of Rancho Canada golf course decided to sell their land. The first part is very open (mostly meadows and not many trees), so you'll want to be sure you are fit enough to get to the area that is "up the hill" and into the forested part. Here's the link: https://www.mprpd.org/palo-corona-regional-park
(5 D) Kayaking...There are several choices on Cannery Row. See Monterey bay up close up!  Of course, it's fairly physical, and if you try it, I'd recommend to sneak some socks to keep the sun off the top of your feet (they don't want people to wear shoes...must be a safety issue) ...of course, a hat will help on sunny days and gloves to keep from blistering one's hands.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                   E - Tourist / interesting stuff
(1 E ) Robinson Jeffers "Tor House" this is the best $7-10? you'll spend in Carmel. Take a one hour tour of the Robinson Jeffers "Tor House" ...visit www.torhouse.org or call 831-624-1813. Jeffers built this house and 35 foot stone tower by hand, with just a horse and wooden scaffolding...and... the story is fascinating! Reservations are required.

(2 E ) WINE  There are several good wineries close by. It’s not Napa, but the California “micro-climates” encourage good wines all over the state. UPDATE: There are now about twenty "wine tasting rooms" in the city of Carmel. They usually sell a "flight" of wines, and then you can purchase bottles if you like.
-- If you're in Carmel Valley in the evening, try a glass of wine at the Bernardus Lodge (approximately 8-9 miles from highway 1)...they have a great outdoor fireplace. 
 (3 E)  And of course, the real tourist stuff - If you haven't done it, take the 17 mile Drive, which affords great views of the water, the seals, chipmunks, fancy Pebble Beach homes, the Lone Cypress (second most photographed California landmark), and a leisurely drive in the hills of the Del Monte forest. It's certainly worth the daily fee.

(4 E ) In Monterey, the Aquarium is delightful, and they have a new "outer bay" exhibit which features large deep water fish and sharks (it is also listed as one of the largest windows in the world)...the locals told us to go on Sunday afternoon, about 2 PM since many visitors return to their town by that time of day...It's a large facility, but we found we got through in a couple of hours... Update 2017 try Monterey cell phone tours 831-718-9123. You’ll get a text explaining more functionality, or press 001 when prompted. And, you’re right next to Cannery Row!
 (5 E ) Carmel Walks  This is a fun and educational walk of about 2 hours, hosted by a local person who gives you some of the history of Carmel (talk lasts 20-30 minutes), then a 90 minute walking tour to some of the historical buildings, architecture, and several of the courtyards that host a number very unique shops! We've visited Carmel a lot, and still learned plenty of new stuff. This tour talks place within a 4 or 5 block circle around Ocean Ave. (831) 223-4399 831-223-4399
----------------------------------------------------
                                                         F - Massage / Relaxation
 (1 F )  Massage, etc. -- Well, since that's the business I'm in, we are always on the look for a good therapist. Have found several over the years, but the ones we like have faded away. However, see Refuge (3 F below).
( 2 F ) If price is no object, try the services at the Lodge at Pebble Beach. However, they are TRIPLE what you'll pay in Houston! We used to go when it was only $160. Now it’s $260! However they used to let you use their sauna/steam room area. They once let us use their weight room before our spa treatment.  (831) 649-7615
( 3 F ) http://www.refuge.com/index.html This is a really neat concept. It's only $49 to spend several hours at outdoor spa. Hot and cold water spas, and QUIET, too. They also have massages. If you book a massage, it includes the Spa. Location: In Carmel Valley 2 miles from Highway One.  We felt it was worth the price of admission. 831-620-7360
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                  G - Golf
I didn't plan for "golf" to end up as section # G, it just worked out that way -- really!

( 1 G )  Golf ... if you're a player, you'll know what to do in Monterey/Carmel... At our play level, we have not tried playing on the ocean, except for Pacific Grove course. 
(2 G ) We also (as baby golfers) enjoyed the "Peter Hays Par 3" course, which is part of Pebble Beach (about 1/2 mile up the road and behind the Pebble Beach club house) ... check it out; at $25 per day, it's a great value around ... longest hole is only 104 yards, but remember that $25 per day, all day play! 
We have played several times at the Old Del Monte course (oldest course west of the Mississippi - no ocean views, but easy to get on and part of the Pebble Beach group. 
( 3 G ) Inexpensive golf We enjoyed the Monterey Pines (run by U S Navy). Monterey Pines and it was just fine, and it was a lot cheaper than the Pebble Beach group! 831-646-2167
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                                H - Church
(1 H ) Church (how could I forget) We enjoy visiting the "Church of Wayfarer" ... a Methodist denomination. Small, friendly and right in town! Location: Lincoln at 7th 831-624-3550 

 http://www.churchofthewayfarer.com/ And, they LIKE Texans!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                                i - Local artists
(1 i) Cindy Wilbur We met Cindy in about 2014 while she was painting at Carmel Beach. We were very interested in finding something that reminded us of Carmel and wouldn't break the bank at the same time. https://cindywilbur.com/  
We have several of Cindy's paintings, including “Sunset Sonata” (which you can see on the Carmel 2017 page). The view is from Point Lobos, looking north. Carmel Beach and Pebble Beach are in the background.
(2 i) Barry Marshall. We also met Barry on Scenic Road several years ago. Barry has a more “modern” approach to Carmel landscapes with more noticeable brush strokes. (which you can see on the Carmel 2019 page). We actually bought a painting from him on Scenic Road. 831-277-5445 http://www.barrymarshallpaintings.com 2016 update: Barry has moved to Mendicino on the coastline above San Francisco, but will be glad to talk with you. He has a gallery in Mendicino. 

Hope you enjoy the area as much as we have. Please reply with feedback or new recommendations! John & Ellen Rodriguez
