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April 14, 2020 Virtual Community Meeting Summary 

This meeting was held via Skype for Business and teleconferenced due to public health concerns and the 
Mayor’s “Hunker Down” order mandating social distancing and prohibiting public gatherings. In addition to 
the project team from PM&E and DOWL there were nearly 30 members of the public participating over the 
phone and online. Because of the online nature of the meeting it was not possible to take attendance; the 
participation record comes only from a list of phone numbers that were used to access the meeting. 

The meeting started with a presentation from Brad Melocik, the DOWL project manager. During the 
presentation the audience was muted and was asked to issue comments/questions for the record using the 
Skype for Business instant messenger and project email address. After Brad’s presentation he addressed these 
questions and comments in the order in which they were received, and then all participants were unmuted 
to allow for verbal comments and questions. The first presentation, including questions and answers, started 
at 5:00 and went until just past 6:00. Then Brad repeated the presentation. No additional questions or 
comments were asked after the second presentation. 

The following is a brief recap of the Q&A portion of the virtual community meeting, as well as public 
comments received over email during and in the days immediately following the meeting. 

Q&A 
1. What is the purpose for this project? 

The purpose of this project is to upgrade and extend Spruce Street to meet neighborhood collector 
standards and improve neighborhood connectivity. Extending Spruce Street will reduce traffic volumes 
on Norm Drive by providing a more direct route for motorized and pedestrian traffic to access the eastern 
half of the Abbott Loop community. 

2. Will this project reduce the number of vehicles turning off Dowling Road onto Norm Drive? 

Yes, this project will relieve traffic moving through the residential area along Norm Drive.  

3. Will there be additional public meetings? I was unable to attend because I do not have internet access. 

The purpose of the public meeting that was held on April 14, via Skype for Business and a call-in number 
was to update the area residence about the project. The project was paused by the Municipality for a few 
years and now that it’s starting up again the Municipality and the Project Team wanted to make sure the 
residents know about the project, background, and purpose. Pending funding availability, we anticipate 
project construction could start in 2022 or 2023. 

Yes, there will be additional meetings at a later date. 

4. How will the project be funded? 

This project would be funded through the MOA Roads and Drainage Bonds.   

5. What is estimated construction cost of the project? 

The estimated construction cost of reconstructing the existing portion of Spruce Street along with the 
new extension to Dowling Road is approximately $5M to $6M. Additional costs such as design, utilities, 
and permitting (to name a few) bring the total overall improvement cost to the Municipality at 
approximately $10M.  
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6. Why is a new road being considered now? 

This project was started by the MOA in 2008 was paused and is now being restarted. This project will 
reduce traffic volumes in the neighborhood, create a connection from E 68th Avenue to Dowling Road, 
and upgrade the existing portion of Spruce Street.  

7. What are the average daily traffic counts for Norm Drive, 64th Avenue, and Spruce Street? 

AADT information for the requested routes is as follows AADT (year):  

• Norm Drive – 4,020 (2006), 2,931 (2007), 2,623 (2009) (Norm Drive carries 3,000 to 4,000 vehicles 
a day – more than Spruce Street. This project would likely relieve the traffic on Norm Drive.)  

• E 64th Avenue – 310 (2005), 315 (2009) 

• Spruce Street – 1,800 (2008), 852 (2009) 

8. How are traffic counts completed? 

The traffic analysis was initially performed in 2009 to gather volume data. Annual Average Daily Traffic 
(AADT) volumes were collected using radar traffic counters as well as researched historical values from 
the Municipality and State.  

9. Will additional traffic calming elements be added to the project? 

There are some areas that can be looked at to add traffic calming elements, such as chicanes and chokers. 
Elements such as speed humps are not typically used on collector roads, for a few reasons. They create 
additional noise with vehicles reducing speed just before and speeding up afterwards and cause problems 
for drainage and snowplowing.  

10. Will there be sidewalks added to both sides of Spruce Street? 

There will be a sidewalk on the west side of Spruce Street and a separated 8-foot pathway on the east 
side.  North of 64th Avenue, there will be separated pathways on both sides of the roadway. 

11. Do the dump trucks hauling snow need alternative route? 

Currently, dump trucks access the snow disposal area from Dowling Road and Spruce Street through 
existing driveways. The Spruce Street entrance will not be eliminated with this project and an additional 
access is not a design element of this project. The existing driveways to the snow disposal site will tie into 
the proposed Spruce Street extension.  

12. Where will the snow disposal site drainage go? 

There will be no change to the snow disposal drainage. The snow disposal site is graded to flow from the 
south to the north, then east toward the wetland conservation area, avoiding the proposed roadway 
corridor. The snow disposal site is also fully lined with a bentonite liner, to prevent infiltration and to 
reduce potential impacts to the AWWU’s well. 
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13. Will there be increased drainage? 

The project will have curb and gutter along both sides of the roadway and the pathways and vegetated 
buffer areas will drain towards the road.  

The project team is aware of the water that ponds east of the properties along Doil Drive. The new 
roadway will be built up to accommodate that.  

Additionally, the storm drainage and roadway will create a buffer between the properties and the 
wetlands. These improvements will help the drainage issues in the area. The project team understands 
the effects the existing wetland water levels has on the backyards along Doil Drive. Groundwater 
measurements were taken in the wetlands east of the roadway and the water elevation was nearly on 
top of the ground particularly during breakup. With those elevations, there is only about a foot of 
difference between the yards and crawlspaces on the properties to the west and the wetlands.  

14. Has there been any type of study and/or consideration for potential impacts on wildlife within the 
greenspace bordering the MOA snow disposal area? 

There has not been a direct study on wildlife, however there are some conservation easements that 
border the snow disposal area.  

15. Will the project install a stop light or roundabout at the Spruce Street and Dowling Road intersection? 

The Spruce Street and Dowling Road intersection will be stop controlled, i.e. stop sign. There will not be 
a traffic light or a roundabout install at this intersection. 

16. Will there be any changes to the school zones? 

At this time there are no known school zone changes. 

17. Will there be any improvements at the Lake Otis Parkway and E 68th Avenue intersection? 

At this time there are no known improvements at the Lake Otis Parkway and E 68th Avenue intersection.  

18. Will there be fencing or trees installed along the project area? 

Landscaping will be placed in selected locations along the corridor.  

19.  Will there be additional public meetings? 

There will be another meeting at the 65% phase and that is estimated to be in the fall. 

20. Is the local Community Council for or against the project? 

There have been no specific comments that we know of from the local Community Council for or against 
the project. This project has been on the desired project list for a number of years. 

21. Will there be impacts to homes facing Spruce Street? 

We have reduced ROW impacts to the extent practicable along the roadway. Typically, property owners 
will be contacted to reconstruct driveways to ensure they match the new grade of the road.  Those 
property owners will be contacted in the future to obtain a Temporary Construction Permit. 

22. Will there be a right turn lane constructed on Dowling Road? 

There will be a left turn off Dowling Road onto Spruce Street. Currently there is no design feature for a 
right turn lane on Dowling Road.  
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23. Why would traffic increase along Spruce Street? 

Collector roads are more desirable due to better connectivity. Therefore, drivers tend to choose them 
over local roads.  

24. Will there be a noise barrier? 

Collector roads do not typically include sound mitigation. The roadway was placed to avoid impacting 
ROW and to keep as far away from the residential area as possible, and that usually helps.  

25. What is the existing speed limit on Spruce Street? 

25 mph 

26. What is the proposed speed after construction? 

30 mph 

27. Has there been discussion about a change to the Norm Drive and Dowling Road intersection, such as the 
elimination of the left turn onto Dowling Road? 

Not at this time, however depending the new flow of traffic, it could be a possibility.  

28. What kind of lighting will there be? 

Roadway illumination will be LED streetlights meeting the MOA design criteria.  


