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Electoral Services

Town Hall

Grove Road

Eastbourne

BN21 4UG

	Lorna Thwaites
Parish Clerk
Firle Parish Council
via Email
	direct dial
	01273 085193  

	
	my ref
	KB/Lewes  

	
	your ref
	  

	
	date
	08 October 2026

	


Dear Lorna,

Town and Parish Council Election Costs 2027
I am writing to give you Lewes District Council’s estimated maximum cost for the Town and Parish Council elections to be held in May 2027.

These charges are calculated based on a fair method whereby Towns and Parishes pay proportionately for the election costs they incur. We will use the East Sussex Authorities Scale of Fees & Expenses adopted by all Borough and District Councils in East Sussex. The costs are broken down and apportioned according to fees, clerical, travelling, printing, polling stations & count and administration costs

As recently as 7 September, we learnt that the programme for Local Government Reorganisation for East Sussex had been paused and the Local Elections for Lewes District Council were back on for May 2027. We are still uncertain whether Mayoral elections will also be held, which could give the possibility for further apportioning of costs.

At the current time, the estimated maximum charge for Firle Parish Council for the elections in May 2027 will be £2020.
Please note this is an estimated figure. Lewes District Council pay all the costs incurred for the District Council elections

This is Lewes District Council’s best estimate for the anticipated maximum costs of the 2027 elections which we hope will help Town and Parish Councils in preparing their budgets. However, all Councils must recognise that elections involve significant variables which affect costs, such as changes in legislation and whether the elections are contested or uncontested.

Councils that were uncontested in 2023 should note that these Councils could be contested in 2027. Consequently, they should be prepared for the possibility of election costs being significantly higher than in 2023.

I hope that providing you with an estimated maximum figure for election costs will assist you in setting your Council’s budgets for next year.

Yours sincerely
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Kim Bryce
Electoral Services Manager (Lewes)
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