Page 2 of 2


FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Councillors, you are summoned to attend an Ordinary Meeting of FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL to be held on Tuesday 13th Oct 2026, 7pm Firle Village Hall. Lorna Thwaites, Firle Parish Clerk, Wednesday 7th October 2026.

To RECEIVE questions from the Public:
The first ten minutes are available for public participation before the start of the meeting. During this time, members of the public may ask questions or make representations, in respect of business on the agenda. Members of the public may only speak at other points during the meeting if they have knowledge or information that will aid the discussion and will only speak at the Chairman’s discretion.

AGENDA INFORMATION
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  To receive and accept apologies for absence.
2. DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FOR A DISPENSATION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, as required by the Members Code of Conduct.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: To RESOLVE that the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Firle Parish Council held on 8th Sept 2026 are a correct record and signed by the Chair.
4. FINANCE & ADMIN:
4.1 To RECEIVE and SIGN the October finance report and bank reconciliation and AUTHORISE payments to be made.
4.2 To DISCUSS the direction of the 2027/8 budget and initial precept thoughts. Current precept is £12,678.
4.3 To AGREE Clerk’s leave request. 26 to 30 Oct
5. GRANT AWARDS:
6. REPORT(S):
6.1 To RECEIVE reports from Local and District Councillors and the MP for Lewes.
6.2 To RECEIVE the presentations from the SDNPA Parishes Meeting of 30 September 2026. The presentations are on the SDNPA website. Here is the link: Towns and Parish Workshops - South Downs National Park Authority
7. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: To RECEIVE the following correspondence and AGREE any actions:
7.1 From low(er) Traffic Lewes to a Movement Strategy to a Master Plan for Lewes (28 Oct). 
We would like to invite you to a meeting for our members and supporters and hope you will able to attend.
Wednesday, 28th October, 7pm-9pm 
Depot, Pinwell Lane, Lewes (The Studio)
From Low Traffic Lewes to a Movement Strategy to a Master Plan for Lewes.
Over the last few years, Lewes Living Streets and Cycle Lewes have worked together to try to create a low(er) traffic Lewes, where pedestrians have safer spaces as do cyclists and those with mobility issues.   https://www.cyclelewes.org.uk/news/low-traffic-lewes-project-progress-report-february-2022
More recently we employed consultants to work on a Movement Strategy for Lewes and over the last year worked with a range of groups across Lewes to produce a Master Plan for the town: the Local Plan Group.
All of this is underpinned by making Lewes a great town for people to 'gather and dwell', to travel by public transport, and to walk, cycle or wheel with safe walking and cycling routes to neighbouring towns and villages.
As part of that Group we have worked with the National Park with the aim of delivering more genuinely affordable homes in Lewes, more employment space, a greater range of social and community facilities across the whole town and address the infrastructure challenges we face. Background to the Master Plan - https://lewesclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Lewes-Planning-Group-an-introduction-v.3-160326.pdf 
Come along on the 28th October to hear about the work that has been done, what it means for Lewes , how we are working with South Downs National Park (and want to work with the planned Sussex Strategic Mayor) to make it a reality and how you can help.
7.2 6 May 2027 Local Elections Estimated Costs – LDC. The letter is on the agenda info website
Please find attached correspondence giving an indication of the potential costs for your elections in May 2027.
There is still much uncertainty with what elections will actually be held in May, especially as they have now paused LGR and we are being told District Council elections are back on.
At the current time, the estimated maximum charge for Firle Parish Council for the elections in May 2027 will be £2020.
7.3 Government Policy Change Forces pause and review of Lewes Local Plan – LDC.
Government policy change forces pause and review of Lewes Local Plan
Lewes District Council has put a temporary pause on work to prepare the Local Plan after a government decision to introduce a revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and review the previously announced local government reorganisation proposals affecting Lewes District. 
The changes have fundamentally altered the planning context in which the Local Plan was prepared and create significant uncertainty around future planning boundaries, housing requirements and infrastructure planning. 
The pause will allow officers to undertake a focused review of government changes to national planning policy and seek urgent clarification from Whitehall on the future of local government reorganisation. 
Councillor Laurence O'Connor, Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure, said:
"The council has been placed in an extremely difficult and invidious position by the government over recent months. We were asked to plan for one set of administrative boundaries following July's local government reorganisation announcement, only for that proposal to be turned on its head. At the same time, significant changes to national planning policy have fundamentally altered the landscape in which local plans are prepared and assessed. 
“The prudent and responsible course is to undertake a focused review, seek answers from government and ensure that any future plan is robust, defensible at examination and based on the most up-to-date information available." 
Officers will continue to gather evidence, engage with government, and prepare an interim framework to help guide development and infrastructure decisions. 
Councillor O’Connor added:
“A plan based on out-of-date national planning policy won’t be worth the paper it is written on.  However, if the government is willing to engage constructively with us, we can still deliver a Local Plan that is worthy of all the work so far undertaken, and the many contributions of residents and community groups, to whom I remain hugely grateful.”
Cabinet will consider a report later this year that sets out the findings of the review and recommendations on the future direction of the Local Plan.
8. MATTERS ARISING:
8.1 To AGREE any action to take to update the Firle Emergency Plan. L Farley from LDC has sent an emergency guide which is on agenda info. LDC are currently reviewing their emergency plan.
8.2 To RECEIVE an update on the litter bin order for the Cricket Ground and to AGREE whether to allocate the cost to CIL Funding. 
8.3 To RECEIVE an update on the letters sent to residents regarding overgrown foliage.
8.4 To RECEIVE an update on proposed speed reduction measures around Firle Primary School – Cllr Hill.
8.5 To RECEIVE information regarding a sewage leak at Cornes Cottage, the Dock – Cllr Hill.
8.6 To RECEIVE an update on the playing fields proposal – Cllr Hill.
9. HIGHWAYS:
9.1 To RECEIVE an update on the reporting of the faded road markings by Firle Primary School.
10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: To AGREE comments for any applications received:
10.1 SDNP/26/03416/FUL: Proposal: Change of use of an agricultural barn to a bakery (Class B2) and brewery storage (Class B8) with building alterations including internal subdivision, the creation of a new vehicular access, car parking and associated landscaping; Location: Place Farm, The Street, Firle, East Sussex, BN8 6LP (comments by 16th Oct)
11. TO AGREE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE.
12. TO PROPOSE AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL. 
13. TO RECEIVE THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL.
14. TO CLOSE THE MEETING.
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