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FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL
Dear Councillors, you are summoned to attend a meeting of FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL to be held on Tuesday 9th December 2025, 7.00pm Firle Village Hall. Lorna Thwaites, Firle Parish Clerk, Wednesday 3rd December 2025.

To RECEIVE questions from the Public:
The first ten minutes are available for public participation before the start of the meeting. During this time, members of the public may ask questions or make representations, in respect of business on the agenda. Members of the public may only speak at other points during the meeting if they have knowledge or information that will aid the discussion and will only speak at the Chair’s discretion. 
AGENDA INFORMATION
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  To RECEIVE and ACCEPT apologies for absence.
2. DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FOR A DISPENSATION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, as required by the Members Code of Conduct.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: To RESOLVE that the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Firle Parish Council held on 11th November 2025 are a correct record and signed by the Chair.
4. FINANCE/ADMIN:
4.1 To AUTHORISE payments to be made in December and to RECEIVE and SIGN the bank reconciliation.
5. BUDGET 2026-27:
5.1 To AGREE the second draft of the budget and to RESOLVE to set the precept 2026-2027.
5.2 To AGREE the allocation of reserves for 2026-2027. I have put the current reserve allocations on the agenda info.
6. TO SIGN THE LEGAL AGREEMENT WITH FIRLE VILLAGE HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS.
7. TO AGREE ANY COMMENTS REGARDING THE WHOLE ESTATE PLAN – FIRLE ESTATE. This is the link to the plan on the SDNP website. https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Firle-WEP-Digital-Version-2025-Medium-Comp.pdf
8. REPORT(S):
8.1 To RECEIVE reports from Local and District Councillors and the MP for Lewes.
9. MATTERS ARISING:
9.1 To RECEIVE any responses to the letters and emails sent from Firle Parish Council with regards to Biosolids. Response from Southern Water – I have also put their position statement on the agenda info page.
Please see below details in regards to your queries I hope this helps.
At this time we cannot provide you with any data on either micro plastics or PFAS that is contained in our Biosolids. 
What we can do is send you the industry position statement on micro plastics which is attached and is produced by Assured Biosolids Limited who run the Biosolids Assurance Scheme.
In terms of continuing chemical research I can confirm we are partners with the Environment Agency in their chemical investigation programme which is a sampling programme that is looking into PFAS amongst other things through the wastewater treatment process.
 Project Outset Summary for Resume for CIP4 - Chemical Investigations Programme - Phase 4 - Sludge Investigation
The previous results from these studies are also available should you want to take a look at these.
CIP3 Information
At this moment the drive is to establish levels of micro plastics and PFAS in Biosolids with a view of comparing different treatment types and catchments and also assessing whether the levels that are in the material are a concern.
I hope these documents and research help answer some of your queries.
9.2 To RECEIVE an update on the placement of dog fouling warning signs to use in parts of the village – Cllr Hill.
9.3 To RECEIVE a response to the email sent to Firle Bonfire Society. No response or invoice received yet.
9.4 To RESOLVE which option to select with ESCC for urban grass cutting 2026-27. For the first time, ESCC have identified that Firle has some urban verges as well as rural verges (please see the email I am forwarding to you). FPC needs to decide if it wishes to have option 1 where there will be no additional cost to FPC or a different option which will incur costs and will need to be included in the budget.
The options are:
Option 1 - Standard: Two cuts over the course of a year to be carried out by ESCC at no cost to the Parish Council.  Urban grass will be managed for safety purposes only.
Option 2 – Extra cuts: Town/Parish Councils may fund an additional four cuts to be carried out by ESCC, totalling six cuts (two standard and four extra) over the course of the year.  This would cost the Parish Council a total of £235.53 for the year.
Option 3 – Self delivery: Town/Parish Councils take on responsibility to deliver all urban grass cutting in their area.  This must include a minimum of two cuts over the course of the year.  ESCC will not carry out any urban grass cutting within the Town/Parish’s urban area.  ESCC would pay the Parish Council the sum of £117.77 to cover the 2 cuts they would have been providing in other options.
Firle currently have option 1 - standard
Here is the link to the grass cutting map:
https://escc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5c524023058c4aa088a37b49b0d90814
10. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 
10.1  Update on SDNP Planning in Lewes District – SDNPA.
Over the past 15 years, we have worked closely with Lewes District Council to deliver our Planning service in your area.   The SDNPA has always handled the larger and significant cases directly, whilst Lewes District Council on our behalf has managed the bulk of the cases. Our current contract with Lewes for them to do this work will however end on 31 March 2026.
We have mutually agreed that from 1 April, the SDNPA will be responsible for all of the Planning service in the area directly.  This is against a backdrop of wider engagement in Lewes and the surrounding parishes and the emerging new Local Plan.
10.2  Consultation on Local Government re-organisation – LDC.
The government has today launched its consultation on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in East Sussex.
The consultation is open to all residents, businesses, voluntary groups, and local organisations. This is the only opportunity for the public to comment on these proposals directly to government and every response counts.
The government will be consulting on two options for East Sussex:
•	The proposal by Lewes District Council, Eastbourne Borough Council, East Sussex County Council, Hastings Borough Council, and Rother District Council submitted a proposal for one unitary council for the current East Sussex County footprint.
•	Brighton and Hove City Council’s proposal for five unitary councils on a pan-Sussex basis.
We believe a single council for East Sussex is the best option for residents because it would be simpler and more efficient than other models, large enough to be resilient and would naturally build on the public service partnerships which already work well across the county.
It would also meet the government’s requirement that new councils should serve a population of not less than 500,000. The population of East Sussex is about 550,000.
Take part in the official government consultation:
•	The consultation is available at: Proposals for local government reorganisation in East Sussex and Brighton and Hove, and West Sussex - GOV.UK and will be open for 7 weeks until 11 January 2026
•	Responses can also be made by email to LGRconsultationresponse@communities.gov.uk
10.3  Tree Warden Training – ESCC.
The Tree Council is delighted to be working in partnership with UK Squirrel Accord and The National Forest , and we'd like to invite Tree Wardens, and others, to take part in a major survey to assess the damage caused to trees and woods by non-native grey squirrels – last estimated to cost England and Wales £37 million a year. 
To help you get started, we are pleased to be joined by Ed Hiorns from the National Forest and Kay Haw from the UK Red Squirrel Accord for an online training session. 
The session will include: 
- An introduction to the UK Squirrel Accord and The National Forest Partnership
- An understanding of the damage caused by grey squirrels 
- How to carry out a survey to assess the damage caused by grey squirrels 
- How to record your data and submit your records to the national survey  
This online training session will last approximately 2 hours with time for questions after the session has finished.
10.4  Consultation on a South Downs National Park Technical Advice Notice – Retrofitting Historic Buildings for Energy Efficiency.
I am writing to inform you about the current consultation of the technical advice note (TAN) on ‘Retrofitting Historic Buildings for Energy Efficiency and Carbon Reduction. Technical Advice Notes (TANs) are non-statutory documents that provide explanatory information and advice to applicants on specific policies. As you are aware, the unique character and heritage value of historic buildings must be carefully balanced with the urgent need to address climate change.
Please find attached the consultation version of the TAN for your comments. We encourage you to share your views, as we want to ensure that the advice note is both practical and sympathetic to the fabric of historic buildings.
The consultation runs from 27th November 2025 to 18th December 2025. Please send your comments to consultations@southdowns.gov.uk  
11. HIGHWAYS:
11.1 To RECEIVE an update on the blocked drains by Redwood Cottage in Wick Street – Cllr Barr.
11.2  To RECEIVE an update on the repairs to The Street sign. 
We have received the report about The Street sign and we have sent this request over to our contractor who deals with replacing road signs.  It will take a few weeks for this to be replaced.
12. PLANNING: Applications Received:
12.1  To RATIFY the recommendation and comments agreed for SDNP/25/04284/TCA – Church House.
12.2  SDNP/25/04538/TCA Proposal: T1. Willow- Remove Hazard Beams and Dead Branches and Reduce & Reshape Canopy by 4m. T2. Holly- Crown Lift to 2.5m AGL, Crown Reduce & Reshape by 1.5m. T3. Elder- Dead Stems: Fell & Remove. Replace with Malus or Prunus.  T4. Ash- Crown Reduction by 3m & Remove Limb (0.5m-South). Location: 29A The Street, Firle, East Sussex, BN8 6NS (comments by 12 Dec 25).
13. PROJECTS:
13.1  Footpath
13.1.1 To DISCUSS the possibility of re-instating the footpath on the western side of The Street – Cllr Barr.
13.2 Assets of Community Value
13.2.1 To RECEIVE an update on the nomination of the Millennium Woods and the Allotments as an ACV. This has been completed and sent to LDC. Awaiting a response.
14. TO AGREE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE.
15. TO RECEIVE THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF FIRLE PARISH COUNCIL.
16. TO CLOSE THE MEETING.
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