Grace Newsletter
February 2018
IMPORTANT
Deadline for submitting articles for the March Newsletter is February 15th at 9 a.m.

SERVING THIS MONTH:
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Wed 7:00 PM

The Elders:

Dave Wold
Scott Havener
Jon Betz

Organist: Diana Baetke
The Acolytes
4-Feb

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Tobey Griem
EmmaGrace Hartman

11-Feb

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Abigail Jensen
Brody Proctor

14-Feb

7:00 PM

18-Feb

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Hannah Sunday
Margie Alger

21-Feb

7:00 PM

Isaac DeHaven

25-Feb

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Anthony Meyer

28-Feb

7:00 PM

A/V Tech.

Vicki Becker
Vicki Becker

Michael Schneider

Carleigh Tobey
Owen Tucker

The 2018 Chancel/Altar Flower sign up
sheet is available at the Welcome Center.
We are asking members to donate bouquets in
honor of or in memory of persons or events.
Each bouquet is $21 and there will be two
bouquets each week. Please sign up for your
preferred dates on the flower calendar, put your
payment in the envelope provided and slide the
envelope through the mail slot in the
secretary‘s door. You may purchase one or
both bouquets.

Special Gifts Given Include:
In loving memory of Karl Maass $20 was
given to Glory Bound Choir, $50 to
Grace Camp and $570 to Grace
Church.
In loving memory of Jack Scott $300 was
given to the Grace Church Capital
Improvement Fund.
In loving memory of Jean Doescher $25
was given to Grace Lutheran Church.
In loving memory of Rose Burzlaff $337
was given to Grace Camp, $20 was to
Grace Camp Welton Chapel and $182
was given to Grace Church.
In loving memory of Pat Schrage $100
was given to Grace Lutheran Church.
In loving memory of Elaine Goodsman
$10 was given to Grace Camp.
February is Referral Center month. We will be
collecting non-perishable food items and paper
products. Your donations can be left on the
display in the foyer from February 1st till February
28th.

THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE for Grace
Lutheran Church is accepting grant applications
through March 15, 2018.
Applications for
projects which provide support to missions,
education, youth, worship, and music and/or
capital projects will be considered.
Contribution Statements - We have mailed
out the 2017 contribution statements. If you
have not received yours or have questions,
please contact the church office.

IN MEMORY OF:
Rose Burzlaff, 95, of DeWitt, Iowa, died
Friday, December 29, 2017, at Clarissa C. Cook
Hospice House in Bettendorf.
Rose Elizabeth Rathmann was born
January 13, 1922, to Herman and Florence
(Bunce) Rathmann near Grand Mound, Iowa. At
the age of 2, she was taken in by an Uncle and
Aunt, William and Nettie Paarmann Rathmann of
Welton, to be raised as their own daughter. She
graduated from High School in 1940. Rose
married Walter H. Burzlaff on July 12, 1941, at
Grace Lutheran Church in DeWitt. The couple
resided and farmed in the Delmar area until
relocating to Limon, Colorado, where they ran a
KOA campground from 1970-76. They then
retired to Colorado Springs where Rose worked
for Weight Watchers for 30 years. Walter preceded Rose in death in 2002, and she moved back to
DeWitt that year.
Rose was a member of Grace Lutheran
Church, DeWitt, where she was confirmed in
1936. After raising 5 boys, Rose enjoyed having
time to crochet and sew.
She is survived by her sons, Bill of
Davenport, Bob of Knoxville, Dick of Quartzsite,
Arizona, and Mark (Elaine) of Mooresville, North
Carolina; 13 grand-children; several greatgrandchildren and great-great-grandchildren;
siblings, Walter (Chris) Rathmann, and Beverly
(Delbert) Wulf; many nieces and nephews. In
addition to her husband, Walter, she was
preceded in death by a son, Randy (Cindy); 8
brothers and sisters; and a granddaughter,
Robyn.

Karl “Opa” Maass, 87, of DeWitt, Iowa,
passed away unexpectedly on Sunday,
December 31, 2017, at Grand Haven Retirement
Community in Eldridge, surrounded by his loving
family.
Karl Georg Wilhelm Maass was born
October 26, 1930, in Kiel, Germany, the only
child of Georg and Kathe (Hauschild) Maass. He
attended school in his home town until wartime
threats forced the children of the area to relocate
to youth camps in the countryside. The family
later moved to Schmalstede where he became

friends with Freddy Freese (Grete’s brother)
and became like a member of their family.
They played soccer together for many years.
Upon finishing school, he served a masonry
apprenticeship in Kiel and then followed
Freddy to the United States in 1953, with
hopes of job opportunities. He first worked for
Pappy and Mel Larsen, masons in DeWitt. In
1955, when Grete came to visit her family,
Karl picked her up at the harbor in New York
and the rest is history. Karl and Grete were
united in marriage on April 20, 1956, at Grace
Lutheran Church, DeWitt in a German
ceremony officiated by the Rev. Theodore
Hinck. In 1962 he established Maass
Masonry. The couple resided in DeWitt all of
their lives together where they raised their
three children. She preceded him in death on
January 20, 2016, after 59 years of marriage.
Opa was very passionate about the
things that mattered most to him: his German
heritage, soccer, puzzles, his grandchildren
and great-grandsons, and masonry. He had
many strengths, and his weakness he turned
into a strength by embracing sobriety “one
day at a time” and helping countless others do
the same. He was especially proud to have
been involved in founding the DeWitt Alcoholics Anonymous group in 1975. Karl celebrated
42 years of sobriety this year. For 36 years he
supported inmates in recovery at Ft. Madison
Penitentiary on a monthly basis, for which he
received the Governor’s Volunteer Award.
Karl proudly taught his masonry skills to his
son and grandson, Claus and Andy, who later
took over the business. Their masonry legacy
can be seen throughout the DeWitt area, from
the cross at Grace Camp to the Hausbarn in
Lincoln Park. He was blessed with 25 years of
retirement in good health, enjoying endless
cups of coffee, watching German soccer,
papercutting, his wife’s home cooking, and
countless trips to Germany with his children
and grandchildren.
Celebrating his life are his children,
Anke (Denny Reichenbacher) Maass of
Davenport, Birgit Maass of Davenport, and
Claus
(Jennifer)
Maass
of
DeWitt;
grandchildren, Brooke (Alan) Barnes, Quinn
(Paul) Leathers, Britta Adams, Andy (Justine)
Maass, Alex (Brooke) Maass, Will (Caitlin)

Maass and Weston Maass; a step-granddaughter,
Alicia (Jeff) Duyvejonck; greatgrandchildren,
Cooper and Finn Barnes, Leo Maass, and Drake
Maass;
step-great-grandchildren,
Hanna
Shreffler, Chandra and Kylie Duyvejonck; and
extended family in Chicago and Germany.

Mrs. Patricia A. Schrage, 77, of
Davenport, Iowa, went home to be with her Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, Tuesday afternoon,
January 2, 2018, at Trinity-Terrace Park.
Patricia Alice Schrage was born August
23, 1940, to the late Oliver and Alice (Bahrke)
Zahn in Oconto Falls, Wisconsin. She was
baptized on September 15, 1940, at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Gillett, Wisconsin. It was at
Immanuel that she married her dear friend,
Richard F. Schrage on August 7, 1965.
She was a retired Lutheran teacher/
administrator who served Missouri Synod
Lutheran Congregations in Michigan, Illinois,
Indiana and Iowa. Her undergraduate work was
done at The University of Michigan and
Concordia Lutheran University in St. Paul,
Minnesota, and Seward, Nebraska, and graduate work at Western Illinois University. Pat was
charter member of Park View Lutheran Church
and cofounder/administrator of Share and Care
Christian Preschool in Park View. She retired in
1990 following 30 years of teaching. She served
her church’s denomination on the district level
as teacher conference chairperson and
secretary, evangelism committee member and
as Early Childhood Consultant assisting a
number of congregations to begin Early
Childhood Centers. Pat was also a member of
Delta Kappa Gamma-Alpha Eta Chapter,
Bettendorf Christian Women’s Club, served ten
years as youth chairperson for he American Red
cross and was awarded the title of “Outstanding
Teaching Of The Year” for 1975. Following retirement, Pat served as a substitute teacher at
the Rock Island Arsenal Child Development
Center and as a substitute librarian for the Scott
County Library System.
Pat’s greatest joy came from Bible
reading, teaching precious students, being a
prayer warrior, writing poetry, biking, traveling

and spending time with her precious spouse
in befriending others and leading Bible study
and Prayer Services together with him at
Grace Lutheran Church in DeWitt where she
was a member.
In addition to her husband, Dick, a sister, Mary L. Ward as well as nieces and
nephews survive Pat.

Lenten Midweek Services
7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meals
6:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday, February 14th
“Nicodemus: At first Doubted, but then he believed.”
Midweek #2, February 21st
“Judas Iscariot: Thought Jesus was God’s Son,
but not the Messiah”
Midweek #3, February 28th
“Pilate: God’s Son found innocent, but still convicted.”
Midweek #4, March 7th
“Simon of Cyrene: The Cross now carried.”
Midweek #5, March 14th
“The Thief that rejected, but then believed”
Midweek #6, March 21st
The Centurion: Truly this is the Son of God.”
Maundy Thursday, March 29th
“Jesus rejected, but remains the Christ.”
Good Friday, March 30th
“Joseph of Arimathea: A secret follower,
but now the secret is out.”
Easter Sunday, April 1st
The Chief Priests: Spread the lie, but the truth remains
victorious then and now.
Our Lenten Journey begins on February 14th.

Parent 2 Parent
Join us, Sunday, February 4th during the Bible
study hour. If you have a friend or friends who
you think might benefit from our discussions,
please feel free to invite them.
SUPER SNACK SALE FUNDRAISER
The Jr. & Sr. High youth will be selling snacks on
Sunday, February 4th between services to make
your party complete.
Please consider
purchasing some snacks and supporting Grace
Lutheran Youth Ministry plans.
LASAGNA DINNER FUNDRAISER
The annual Youth Lasagna Dinner Fundraiser
will be Sunday, February 18th. There will be two
reservation times: 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm. To
register, please contact the church office or
sign-up at the table in the foyer over the next
three Sunday’s.
YOUTH NIGHT
Our next Youth Night will be held on February
11th from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm at the G*Y*M
Building at Grace Camp. This event will be for
both Jr. & Sr. High students.

Winter keeps rolling along! Since I last wrote
the weather has definitely shown us the colder,
more snowier side that we missed out on last
school year! National Lutheran Schools Week
took place January 21 - 27th. We celebrated
with some special dress up days including hat
day, dots & stripes day, silly socks day and favorite outfit day! God continues to do amazing
things at GLP and for that we are truly thankful!
We have a family math night scheduled for
Feb. 2nd and have conferences coming up at
the end of the month.

Grace Lutheran Preschool
Enrollment forms are available on the Preschool page
of the website www.gracedewitt.org). Enrollment forms
and registration fee (3’s only) may be dropped off at the
church office or mailed to PO Box 156, DeWitt, IA
52742.

2018-2019 Class Schedule and Fees
3s : M & W 8:15 — 10:45
T & TH 8:15 — 10:45
•
•
•

$100/mo Limited to 8
$100/mo Limited to 8

$35 registration fee due at time of enrollment.
3s Classes will begin after Labor Day.
Children must be 3 on or before Sept. 15, 2018.

4s: AM 8:15—11:15 (limited to 8 students)
PM 12:00—3:00
FAMILY GAME NIGHT
Please join us Friday, February 16th @ 7:00 pm
for our next Family Ministry Event. We will be
hosting a Family Game Night in Grace
Hall.
Bring your favorite board or card
game. Bring your own snacks & drinks. Please
contact the church office if you have any questions.

Must be 4 on or before September 15, 2018 to
qualify for free preschool.
• 5-year-old tuition is $175/month and a $35
registration fee.

•

For more information, please contact the preschool
office at 659-9193 (8:00-3:00 p.m. M-F) or email
preschool@gracedewitt.org.

LWML Mission Guild
“Serve the Lord with Gladness”
EVENT CALENDAR
February 4, 2018 - “MITES” Collection
April 14, 2018 – Spring Rally at Trinity, Lowden
June 15-16, 2018 District Convention at the Cedar Rapids Marriott
MITES: THANK YOU! To women and men and children of Grace Lutheran who have contributed to
our monthly “MITES” collections. For 2017, our “MITES” total was $603.20. Mites are submitted to
our district and a portion are used for district mission goals and the rest is given to national for the
national goals.
For LWML of Iowa East District, a mission goal of $205,000.00 was approved at the last convention.
From this, $95,735.00 will be used to support Mission Grants in our District and around the world.
The grants to be supported during the 2016-2018 biennium included:
1. Concordia Undergraduate Student Aid - $15,000
2. Concordia Seminary Student Aid - $10,000
3. Concordia Graduate Deacon/ Deaconess Student Aid - $5,000
4. Lutheran Hour Ministries, “Reaching Rahab-Outreach Ministry to At-Risk Young Women in
Kenya”-$5,000
5. LCMS Missions, “Veterans of the Cross” - $2,500
6. LCMS Missions, “Mercy Medical Team - Chaplin Scholarships” - $4,000
7. LCMS Missionary Rev. Duane Meissner, “Bringing Christ to Belize” - $10,000
8. Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service, “Detention Ministry: Sharing the love of Christ to
detained immigrants” - $5,000
9. Concordia Editorial, “Spanish Edition of A Chocolate Life Women’s Devotional” -$9,735
10. Concordia Gospel Outreach, “Churches to Children Outreach Project” - $7,500
11. Trinity/Hope, “Haitian Feeding Program” - $5,000
12. Lutheran Indian Ministries, “Equipping Native Americans to Proclaim God’s Might” - $7,000
13. CLEF, “CLEF - E Reader Project” - $5,000
14. Higher Things, “Providing Special Needs Items for Higher Things Youth Conference” -$5,000
From the district treasurer (in Winter 2017 ALIVE) The 2016 - 2018 biennium ends in March.
Thanks to your mighty mites, our District mission goal is in sight! An additional $23,249.99 is still
needed to fully pay our mission grant obligation.
DISTRICT CONVENTION: It is not too early to be thinking about the next District convention.
• 39th Biennial Convention of LWML Iowa East District on June 15-16, 2018.
• Katie Schuermann, CPH Author will be our banquet speaker on Friday evening.
• Grace Rao, LCMS Board for Human Care will share with us on Saturday as well as Gracie
the Comfort Dog and her handler, Jane Marsh.
• Registration Form is in the Winter 2017 ALIVE in Iowa East District
Reported by LWML Mission Guild treasurer, Grace Gotoski

What is Lent?
Lent is a season of preparation leading up to
Easter. It is the forty days plus the six Sundays
before Easter. For centuries, it has been
oberved as a special time of self examination
and penitence. Lent is a time for concentration
on fundamental values and priorities, and is not
a time for self punishment. Throughout Lent,
the worship services of the church take on a
simpler tone, appropriate to this season.
Banners are removed from the church.
Crosses showing the risen Christ are veiled.
The word “Alleluia” is not used in the words of
the liturgy or hymns. These practices help the
worshipping community to mark this season of
renewal as a special time in the church year.
Lent is a time to draw closer to the Triune God
and see it is He who gives the most.

Observing Lent
The custom is to m ark the season of Lent by
giving up some things and taking on others.
Both can serve to mark the season as a holy
time of preparation. Some examples of things
people give up for Lent include sweets, meat
for all or some meals, and alcohol. In most
cases, giving up something for Lent can be
made more meaningful by using the money or
time for another purpose. For example, meal
times on fast days could be spent in prayer.
Another example is that if you give up meat
during Lent, the extra money that would go to
LCMS Lutheran World Relief or your local food
pantry. Some things added during Lent are
daily Bible reading, fasting on Fridays, times of
prayer, increasing our financial offerings,
attending extra worship services, taking a Bible
course of study related in some way to
spirituality.
Note that the season of Lent is forty days plus
the six Sundays. This is because Sundays are
celebrations of Jesus’ resurrection and are
always an appropriate day to lessen the
restrictions of Lent. So that if you have, for
example, given up chocolate for Lent, you
could indulge in a weekly candy bar on
Sunday.

Lent is also an especially appropriate time for
confession. While confession to a pastor is not
required to receive God’s forgiveness, it can be
a meaningful rite of reconciliation to God.

Special Days & Services
Shrove Tuesday - This is actually the day
before Lent begins. The day is named for the
“shriving” or confessing that was traditional on
this day before beginning Lent. This day is also
known as Mardi Gras, or “Fat Tuesday”
because it was a time for eating the things from
which one would abstain during Lent.
Ash Wednesday - The first day of Lent is
marked with a special liturgy. The theme for
the day, though not for all of Lent, is that we
stand as sinners condemned to die, but for
God’s grace. This is symbolized by the
imposition of ashes on the forehead, with the
words, “You are dust and to dust you shall
return”. In the Old Testament, ashes were a
sign of penitence (feeling regretful at offenses)
and mourning.
Ash Wednesday is one of two days of special
observance (the other being Good Friday) for
which fasting is recommended. While this
usually refers going without food for the entire
day, this practice is not practical for all
persons, including, but not limited to, diabetics.
Use your own discretion in determining how
you can best observe this day.
Palm Sunday - This Sunday before Easter is
the last Sunday in Lent. The day commemorates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem
with a blessing of palms and a procession in
which the whole congregation carries palms.
The day is also marked by reading the story of
Jesus’ passion (the word used to describe Jesus’ death comes from “suffering,” which is one
old meaning of passion). Some of the Palm
Sunday palms are kept and used to make the
Ash Wednesday ashes for the next year.
Maundy Thursday - This is the Thursday in
Holy Week (the week leading up to Easter).
The day is a time for remembering The Last

Supper. The name comes from the Latin word
“Mandatum” for “commandment” as Jesus said,
“I give you a new commandment; that you love
one another.” At the conclusion of this service,
altars are stripped of any ornamentation and
crosses are removed or veiled to mark the
solemnness of the occasion.

Thank you for your food and
monetary donations to the
Referral Center. Your donations
help those in need in our
community. Thank you for your
continued support of the Center.
Sincerely, Michelle

In the German it is known as “Grundonnerstag”
or Green Thursday. While it may have several
meanings, the more common meaning that has
come down to Lutherans in America has been
the newly confirmed receiving their first
communion.

Thank you so much for all the prayers and
support for our family. Thank you for all the
sweet birthday and get well cards for Kinley.
Thank you for the many gifts for Kinley and for
the generous donation to Kinley’s caring page.
We have a long road ahead of us, so your
donation will help us tremendously. Thanks
again! We are so blessed to be surrounded by
such great people!
Clint, Katie, Colin, Kamryn & Kinley

Good Friday - The Friday in Holy Week is a
time
for
remembering
Jesus
death.
Traditionally there is a Good Friday service at
noon as Jesus hung on the cross from noon
until 3 P.M. There may also be an evening
service. This is the second day of special
observance for which fasting is recommended.
One should use discretion in decided how best
to observe this day. There is no celebration of
Communion from Maundy Thursday until the
Easter Vigil on late Saturday or early Sunday.
However, it is customary in many churches to
give out the elements of communion blessed
during the Maundy Thursday service.
The Easter Vigil - This service is appropriate
from after sunset on Holy Saturday until
sunrise Easter morning. This was the
traditional time of baptism in the early centuries
of Christianity. This service begins in darkness
and a new fire is lit, from which the Christ
candle is lighted. It signifies the light of Christ
coming into the world anew at the resurrection.
This service ends the season of Lent and
begins the joy of the Easter season.
(This article was taken from
http://www.cidlcms.org/Whatislent.pdf)
CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATES - The church office is
asking for your help. We are needing to make sure we have all
information correct in our computer system for our
members. There is a white binder on the Welcome Center,
please find your family and make sure we have all information
correct or if there's something we need to change or add. Thank
you for your help in this manner.

A special “Thank you” for the love and support
you gave mom, Rose Burzlaff” over the years!
Thanks to all the members of the church that
helped with the funeral and the special send
off to heaven.
Sincerely,
Mark, Elaine, Melanie & Daniel Burzlaff

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church
415 10th Street
P.O. Box 156
DeWitt, IA 52742-0156

PH:
Fax:

563-659-9153
563-659-9154

WEB: www.gracedewitt.org
EMAIL: kgood@gracedewitt.org

Grace Lutheran Camp
2675 242nd Street
P.O. Box 156
DeWitt, IA 52742-0156
Camp Reservations
563-357-0780

Grace Lutheran Preschool
P.O. Box 156
DeWitt, IA 52742
PH: 563-659-9193
EMAIL:
preschool@gracedewitt.org

Rev. C. Ronald Rafferty
563-503-2855
revrafferty@gmtel.net
Mark Sperry, DCE
563-321-0674
msperry@gracedewitt.org
Deje Jensen,
Preschool Director
563-659-9193
preschool@gracedewitt.org
Kerry Good
kgood@gracedewitt.org
Melissa Riedesel
mriedesel@gracedewitt.org
Grace Gotoski
ggotoski@iowatelecom.net

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7

th

8th
9th
10th
11

th

12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

Jerry Gisel
Lauren Stowe
William Ketelsen
Pamela Pischke
David Williams
Tim Dahl
Rebecca Gisel
Maddison Burke
Benjamin Hines
Lauren Hansen
Mitch Krukow
Wyatt Jensen
Audra Seifert
Hunter Millerschone
Emily Hawkins
Danita Hythecker
Christine Greve
Abigail Johnson
Steve Trafford
Dave Paarmann
Raymond Myers
Raymond Ackerman III
Nicholas Petersen
Neal Schoening
Scott Steffens
Caden Knight
Bill Dies
Myrle McWilliams
Jared Dies
Keli Runge
William Maass
Barbara Dies
Madison Lawrence
David Schneider
Lavonne Martin
Cheryl Thul
Avery Hartmann
Marilyn Mundt

20th
21st
24th

25th
26th
27th

28th

24

th

Kristine Peters
Cole Tobey
Rob Pote
Marvin Richeal
Rebecca Schunter
Deje Jensen
Barbara Henningsen
Jon Betz
Jessica Bousselot
Hunter Gaskey
Scott Kirby
Ryan Williams
Allan Anderson
Kerry Good
Kathy Ketelsen
Dorothy C. Ketelsen
Ruth Schroeder
Valerie Erps
Matthew Petersen
Amanda Hoepner
Angela Bousselot
Patricia Niemann

February
Greg & Kristine Anderson

