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Happy Father’s Day!
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we strive to build up and empower
Iowa kids and families. For us, Father’s Day is a time to celebrate all the
fathers and male role models we see every day.
In our Early Childhood fatherhood program, young men are learning to
become dads. They’re becoming confident and active in their child’s life,
and they are creating loving, bright futures for their families.
Many of the boys and young men that LSI serves in our Bremwood and
Beloit Residential Treatment Centers have never had a positive male role
model in their lives. But our caring volunteers are there to help guide
them.
You are making all of this possible through your support of LSI. Thank
you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service!

P.O. Box 156
DeWitt, IA 52742
PH: 563-659-9193
EMAIL:
preschool@gracedewitt.org

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus
Christ through compassionate service. We proudly serve people of all
ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins,
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org
and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Rev. C. Ronald Rafferty
563-503-2855

On the Road to Success
As everyone was preparing for the Christmas season last year, Ali was
eager to finally give his family a gift he’d been dreaming of: a second car.

revrafferty@gmtel.net
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After Ali came to the U.S. as a refugee from Somalia in 2014, he
dedicated his time to finding a job and building a better life for his family.
But he and his wife struggled to keep up with both of their busy jobs and
caring for their four children with one vehicle.

Deje Jensen,
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563-659-9193

“It was a very stressful time for my family, especially when emergencies
happened or schedules changed,” Ali says.
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Ali decided to make it his goal to set aside money for a second car. He
used LSI’s Refugee Community Services Individual Development
Accounts (IDA) program to save the money he needed.

Kerry Good
kgood@gracedewitt.org

Melissa Riedesel
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Grace Gotoski
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Through the program, Ali has received guidance through basic financial
literacy classes and one-on-one coaching to prepare him for the new
car-buying experience.
Now, Ali and his family are thriving. They have reliable transportation,
and Ali feels confident knowing his family’s needs will be met every day.
“I’m very thankful for LSI and this opportunity,” Ali says. “It is really good
of them to offer this program, and it has made a great impact for my
family.”

SERVING THIS MONTH:
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Sat., June 2nd 4:40 PM
The Elders:

Leon Doescher
Jon Betz
Jon Betz

Organist: Diana Baetke
The Acolytes

June 3

8am

A/V Tech.

Ben Alger

Need Volunteer

June 10 8am

Alivia Burzlaff

Need Volunteer

June 17 8am

Carver Krukow

Need Volunteer

June 24 8am

Madison Lawrence

Need Volunteer

IMPORTANT
Deadline for submitting articles for the
July Newsletter is June 15th at 9 a.m.

Special Gifts Given Include:
In loving memory of Lewis Schoening
$50 was given towards the Presence
Candle.
The 2018 Chancel/Altar Flower sign
up sheet is available at the Welcome
Center. We are asking members to
donate bouquets in honor of or in
memory of persons or events. Each
bouquet is $21 and there will be two
bouquets each week. Please sign up
for your preferred dates on the flower
calendar, put your payment in the
envelope provided and slide the
envelope through the mail slot in the
secretary‘s door. You may purchase
one or both bouquets.
Dates that are available:
June 24th
July 1st, 22nd
August 12th, 19th
September 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
October 14th, 21st
November 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
December 2nd, 9th, 16th, 30th

Begins June 2, 2018
Saturday Worship
First Saturday of June, July & August
June 2nd, July 7th, August 4th
4:30 p.m. @ Grace Camp
Welton Chapel

Sunday Worship
8:00 a.m. @ Grace Church
Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. @ Grace Camp Outdoor Chapel

The flowers that have been placed in the outside
planters were given by Kim & Beth Haring in loving
memory of Lewis Schoening.

Congratulations to Jake and Emily
Williams on the birth of their
daughter Aspen Elise, born on
Tuesday, May 15th. She weight 7lbs
2oz and was 19 1/2 inches long.
Baptized on May 13, 2018
— Jenna Brynn Henscheid,
daughter of Derek & Alyssa
Henscheid. Her sponsor is
Hailey James.

Mark Your Calendars
Grace Church
Annual Blood Drive
July 9, 2018

In Loving Memory of:
Lewis Richard Schoening, 81, of
DeWitt, Iowa, went to be the Lord on May 12,
2018, at Clarissa C. Cook Hospice House,
Bettendorf. He was able to be at home with
Elaine with the help of in-home caregivers until
a week before his passing.
Lewie was born to William “Bill” and
Mathilda “Tillie” (Lorenzen) Schoening on
August 25, 1936, in Clinton. He lived in the
DeWitt and Low Moor area all of his 81 years.
Lewie went to the Malone school house and
graduated from DeWitt High School in 1954.
Lewie started farming at a young age along
with his father and brother. Two years out of
high school at the age of 20, he went on his
own and purchased his first farm. Early on,
Lewie drove truck for Sheckly seed corn and
served in the National Guard for 10 years. He
made his love of the land into his life’s
occupation, farming. Lewie was a true steward
of the land. In 1958, Lewie was united in
marriage to Elaine Soenksen of DeWitt at
Grace Lutheran Church, DeWitt by the Rev.
Theodore Hinck. Their loving union of nearly 60
years was blessed with four children.
Throughout his career, Lewie was
considered honorable and successful. He won
many county and state awards in crop
production, raising and showing hogs. Lewie
was especially proud to have earned the
Reserve Champion Steer at the Chicago
International Fair in 1955, the Grand Champion
Market Hog at the Iowa State Fair in 1983, and
to be the Iowa State Grand Champion Soybean
Producer in 1989. He also earned multiple
county and district corn yield contests over his
career. He was proud of his accomplishments
but never boastful.
Lewie’s faith was the tenant upon which
he built his life. Family, farming and friends
gave it color and joy. He had an incredible work
ethic which he passed on to all of his children
and now they are passing on to theirs. Lewie
continued to be involved with farming
throughout his final days, never truly considering retiring because he loved it so.
Lewie was an avid sports fan and rarely
missed listening to or watching a Cubs game.
He also played football, basketball, baseball,
softball and bowled. He served multiple times

on the Board for the Clinton County Pork
Producers and served on committees at Grace
Lutheran Church over the years.
He loved gospel music, flowers, yard
work, family trips, watching and hearing about
his grandkids activities along with quiet times
with Elaine at home. He was exceedingly proud
of his family. Lewie often commented on how
very blessed he and Elaine were with such a
wonderful family. He will be remembered as a
quiet man; his soft spirit and manner is what
made him special. He enjoyed quiet times with
his family and could also light up the room with
his quick wit and twinkle in his eye.
Surviving is his wife of 59 ½ years,
Elaine; children, Randy (Patti) Schoening of
DeWitt, Julie Schoening McDaniel of San
Clemente,
California,
Steve
(Elizabeth)
Schoening of Cary, North Carolina and Neal
(Lori) Schoening of Eldridge; grandchildren,
Taylor (Jordan) Schoening Owen, Caili (Drew)
McDaniel Hacker, Cole McDaniel, Jackson
Schoening, Reagan Schoening, Hannah
Wolgin, David Wolgin, Andy (Dawn) McDaniel
and Kristi (Aaron) McDaniel Wheaton; greatgrandchildren,
Brittney
(Matt)
McDaniel
Estrella, Tanner McDaniel, Jana Wheaton, Jesse Wheaton and Megan Wheaton; greatgreatgrandchildren, Zoey Estrella and Zayne
Estrella; a brother, Lawrence Schoening of
DeWitt; a sister, Janet (Ed) Schoening Wachs
of Moline, Illinois; brothers-in-law and sisters-in
-law, Russel and Sandy Soenksen and Jerry
Gisel of DeWitt; special family friends, Erin
(Connell) Poell and Brittany (Sievers)
Hoffmann; nieces and nephews.
Preceding Lewie in death were his
parents, a son-in-law, Phillip “Reb” McDaniel,
his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Ernest and
Berniece Soenksen; sisters-in-law, Marjorie
Schoening and Marjorie Gisel.
Jacquelyn
M.
(Mrs.
Richard)
Polansky, 84, of DeWitt, Iowa, passed away
peacefully Monday afternoon, May 21, 2018, at
Westwing Place, DeWitt following a brief battle
with cancer.
Jacquelyn Marlene England was born
September 4, 1933, an identical twin to
parents, Wayne and Elizabeth (Schuerer)
England in Cedar Rapids She was a graduate

of Roosevelt High School in Cedar Rapids.
Jacquelyn was a loving wife and mother and
loyal friend, a self taught musician, an amateur
artist and avid crafter. She loved to play golf at
Springbrook in DeWitt with her husband and
friends. Jacquelyn also loved to play bridge
with her group of girlfriends. She was a
member and secretary of the DeWitt Noon
Lions, a life long Missouri Synod Lutheran
belonging to the Grace Lutheran Congregation
in DeWitt. Jacquelyn played the organ for
services at Zion Lutheran in Hiawatha for over
2 decades. One of her last wishes was to tell
everyone that she had a wonderful life, a great
husband and great sons.

What: Open House in Honor of
Kramer & Mackenzie Steffens
(Food & Drink served from 5-8 pm)
When: Saturday, July 28, 2018
Where: 4-H Building, DeWitt
Why: To Celebrate their wedding, which will
be on July 7th in Massachusetts.
Please RSVP to Scott or Kim Steffens in
person or by phone (659-9948) if you plan on
attending. We would appreciate RSVP’s by
June 30th.

Grace Camp is participating in
“Birdies for Charity" again this
year. The pledge cards are
available at the Welcome
Center.
Please contact a Grace Camp board member
with any questions or to pick up a pledge card.
Thank you for your continued support of the
“Birdies for Charity” program and Grace
Camp.

Jacquelyn is survived by her loving
husband of nearly 32 years, Richard A.
Polansky; her sons, Steven (Virginia) Wisehart
of Clark, Missouri, Mark (Janell) Wisehart of
Salida, Colorado; her stepsons, Paul (Denise)
Polansky of Cedar Rapids and Matthew (Sally)
Polansky of Atkins; 10 grandchildren, 5 greatgrandchildren and 6 great-great-grandchildren.
Preceding Jacquelyn in death were her
grandson, Clayton R. Wisehart, her twin sister,
Jocelyn Cornell, her brother, Gary England and
her first husband, James F. Wisehart.

I would like to thank the ladies, Sheryl
Brommelkamp, Cheryl Kaufman, Irene Meyers,
Carol Anderson, Vickie Becker, Mary Garlough
and Carol Schunter for helping in the kitchen
and/or bringing food. It was a joy working with
all of you. And our guests enjoyed it too.
***
The Camp Board would like to thank everyone
who helped make this years Spring Retreat a
success. If you made a salad, helped set-up or
clean up, helped with the favors, wrote a
devotion or prayed for the retreat; we thank you.
This year we served approximately 200
attenders. This was one of the largest turnout
we have had. Again, we thank you for your
support.
**
“I want to thank everyone for the cards that
were sent to my dad, Marvin Richeal, for his
90th birthday. He truly enjoyed each and every
one of them.”
Kathy (Richeal) Mack
♦

Mark Your
Calendar
Grace Camp
Pancake Breakfast Dates
June 17th, July 15th
and August 19th

WANTED:
Volunteers to serve on Chancel Care Team. This
involves setting up and cleaning up communion and
changing the paraments when necessary. Willing to
serve a month or two out of the year.
WHEN:
Communion is celebrated on the 1st and 3rd and
occasionally 5th Sunday's of each month for 8:00 and
10:30am services.
WHERE:
During summer months: at church and at Grace
Camp outdoor and Welton Chapel.

CD Ministry is just one way Grace
Lutheran reaches out to its members.
Every Sunday we record the worship
service, this recording is then burned
onto a CD which is taken to shut-ins that
are not able to make it to church on
Sunday. If you are not able to attend
services and would like a CD delivered
to your home or you know of someone
who may benefit from this service please
contact the church office.

Sunday School Update
Our last day of Sunday School was
Sunday, May 20th. We had a great year
with all the teachers and students. The
last half of the Sunday School year we
were collecting money for the Summer
Lunch Box Program. I am very proud to
announce that we will be sending
$896.01 to help support this local
program. I thank all of the families that
contributed to this program.
I look
forward to seeing what missions we can
support next year. Thank you.

WHO:
Anyone over 21 years old who is looking for a
different way to volunteer in our church. Teams of
two per month are ideal. Several of our current
teams include husbands and wives.
All new
volunteers will be trained, so no worries.
Please call Julie Krukow at 659-1147 or Pam Pischke
659-3476.

Cancer has a big impact on many lives and when a
young life is lost the loss is felt by many. Kristen
Flathers recently lost a close friend, Jacy
McAlexander. Jacy was just 17 years old when he
lost his battle with Ewing’s sarcoma. He was very
active in school, Boy Scouts and was a member of
the Logan Larks 4-H club, Calhoun County 4-H
Council, and the State 4-H Council. To honor their
friend, whose life was taken too early, the State 4-H
Council will be conducting a project called “The
JacyStrong Pop Tab Drive”. Pop can tabs will be
collected for the Ronald McDonald House, a charity
that Jacy always supported with his own pop can tab
donations. From now through June 22nd we ask for
your support of this program. Bring your pop can tab
donations to church and place in the vase on the
Welcome Center. If you are attending the outside
service, please leave your pop can tabs in the
basket or hand to the Elder. Thank you for your
support of this project.

What’s on God’s Refrigerator Door?
If you are a parent or grandparent or even just an admirer of a young child, your refrigerator door may be the
showcase of one or more paintings or drawings. To a visitor, that work of art may be just a mass of scribbles, but to the
one who loves the child it is a masterpiece. We love the gift because of the person who made it and gave it to us. It is
precious to us because it was a gift from the heart. The motive of the child was pure and loving.
Perhaps our gifts to God are similar. We’re such amateurs, such babies. God could accomplish His work so
much more efficiently by Himself. Our works, even if monumental by human standards, are just scribbles if God would
judge them in relation to His ability. Because He loves us, though – and loves us far more than a parent or grandparent
loves a child – He looks at our works with eyes of love. He sees our hearts and knows we are motivated by love and
faith, and He is pleased. He is so pleased that, if He had a refrigerator, He’d use it to display our works done for His glory.
God has given us gifts to use for this purpose – to glorify Him by serving others. In 1 Peter 4:10 we read, “Each
one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”
God has seen to it that each of us has something to offer. He gives us the privilege of serving and then provides all that
we need to do so.
Just as the budding art student improves with the help of a teacher and with appropriate tools to create his work,
so does God teach us through His Word how to fulfill our purpose and how to improve our service. So also He gives gifts
of time and money and talents and then His Word and Sacrament to strengthen us for service.

Father’s Day Prayer
God our Father, In your wisdom
and love you made all things. Bless
those fathers who have taken upon
themselves, the responsibility of
parenting. Bless those who have
lost a spouse to death … or divorce
who are parenting their children
alone. Strengthen them by your
love that they may be and become
the loving caring persons they
are meant to be.
Grant this through
Christ our Lord
Amen

SUMMER 2018 DAY CAMPS
The Day Camps for Summer 2018 will include the following:
• June 5th Fishing Camp [1st - 6th Grades]
• June 7th Arts & Crafts [4th – 6th Grades]
• June 14th Rock Creek Marina Trip [4th – 6th Grades]
• June 26th Science Camp [1st – 6th Grades]
• June 28th Little Kids Camp – “Wild West Jamboree” [4 & 5-year olds]
Day Camp Registrations is now open. To register simply log onto ww.gracedewitt.org select 2018
Day Camp Registration and follow the directions. If you have any questions call the church office,
659-9153.

DAY CAMP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Again this summer we have the awesome opportunity to share the love of Jesus with over a 100
children from DeWitt and the surround communities through our Day Camps. We need extra help at
the camps listed below:
•
•
•
•

June 5th
June 7th
June 21st
June 26th

Fishing Camp [1st - 6th Grades]
Arts & Crafts Camp [4th – 6th Graders]
Arts & Crafts Camp [1st – 3rd Grades]
Science Camp [1st – 6th Graders]

Please contact Mark Sperry or the church office to let us know which camps you will be able to lend
us a hand. Thanks and God’s blessings!

DONATIONS We need your help. We need donations of cookies and
red pre-sweetened Kool-Aide mix for our Day Camps & Grace Summer
Camp. Please consider donating one or more of these items and drop
them off in the kitchen in Grace Hall.

YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT Attention all incoming 6th -12th graders. We will have one movie night
during June. The date is Sunday, June 24th. We will be meeting at the G*Y*M Building at Grace
Camp. Movie will start at 6pm. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided, but feel free to bring any
other snacks you want.
JUNIOR HIGH MISSION WEEKEND Please keep the 7 youth and 2 adults who will be attending the
Jr. High Mission Weekend in Belvidere, IL in your prayers. Pray for safe travels and for the work we
will be doing to spread the love of Jesus in that community and beyond.

Grace Lutheran Summer Camp — “VICTORY”
July 30th—August 1st
Cost $25
Open to children going into 2nd grade through 8th.
Register online at www.gracedewitt.org by July 1st in order to receive a t-shirt.
Please note the early bird registration date of July 1st. Any registrations received / postmarked after
that time will pay the higher registration fee, and will NOT receive a t-shirt.

ITEMS NEEDED 4 SUMMER CAMP
This year is the 30th anniversary of Grace Camp and the 35th year of doing Summer
Camps. We need your help as some of our equipment / supplies need to be replaced.
Please consider making a monetary donation to the help us purchase these
much-needed supplies:
Arrows (40)
Ground Stake Quivers (6)
Sports balls for outdoor play (need various sizes)
Slingshots (10)
Paintballs (2000)
If you have any questions, please contact DCE, Mark Sperry and he will be glad to help.
Attention Grace Summer Camp Volunteers Would you like a t-shirt? If you would
like a t-shirt to wear while you are volunteering please contact the church office by July
1st so that we can include them in our t-shirt order. Cost for t-shirt is $10.

Come join me at “Polar
Blast” Vacation Bible
School on June 11th 13th from 6-8PM at Grace
Lutheran Church.

