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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
415 10th Street ~ DeWitt, Iowa 52742 - Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org 

 

+ The Order of Service + 
 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 19, 2025 – 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are delighted to have you join us for worship this 
morning.  Please come and worship with us again! 
 
 

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 4, beginning on page 203 in the Lutheran Service Book. 
 
 

The Preservice Music  A Time for Meditation 
 

The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 
 

The Ringing of the Bell   
 

Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Opening Hymn v 1, 4-6 #578 “Thy Strong Word” 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 
 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 
    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth 
    All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 
 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011816. 

Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
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merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit                                            Ps. 74:18–19, 21, 20a, 22a; antiphon: Ps. 74:2a 

P Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, 

C Which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 

P Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy scoffs, 

C And a foolish people reviles your name. 

P Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 

C Do not forget the life of your poor forever. 

P Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 

C Let the poor and needy praise your name. 

P Have regard for the covenant; 

C Arise, O God, defend your cause. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, 

C Which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 
 

Kyrie 
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Gloria In Excelsis                                  pg. 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

 O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us 
to pray and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your 
Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your 
name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22-30 

 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female 

servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the 

Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and 

everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man 

wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw 

that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, 

and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then 

he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will 

not let you go unless you bless me.” And he said to him, “What is 

your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”  Then he said, “Your name 

shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 

with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked 

him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 

ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the 

name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 

face, and yet my life has been delivered.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 

A He will command his angels concerning you 

C To guard you in all your ways. 

A Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

C And all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
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Epistle 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 

believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from 

childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped 

for every good work. 

 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 

to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 

kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 

teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, 

always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse - eee 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Theses things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                                         Luke 18:1-8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always 

to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a 

judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was 

a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 

justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but 

afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor 

respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 

give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 

coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge 

says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day 

and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give 

justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn            v1,4-6  #733 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home: 
 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 
    Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
    Before the rising sun. 
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

 

Sermon                           “Wrestling with God” 
Genesis 32:30 

 

Prayer of the Church  

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering 
 
 

Stand 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
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risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and 
all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, 
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who 
trust in Him. 
 



11 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood. 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;     
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution of Our Lord – spoken by the Pastor  
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 



12 
 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution & Distribution Hymns 
#619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior” 

1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 
    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 
 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 
    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 
 

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 
    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 
 

4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 
    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 
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5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
 

#575 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 
 

ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
  All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 
 

3 His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you  
     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn      #924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with your Blessing” 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 
    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 
 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 
    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day. 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
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