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Dear Beloved Members of Grace, 

During this time of vacancy we know it is important to lean on one another.  The Elders are here to 
help you with any concerns you may have or prayer request you may need.  The Board of Elders is 
working together to strengthen their bond with the congregation.  As a congregation it is important to 
know the Elders and the responsibilities of the Board of Elders. 
 
Who are Elders? 
Over the last two years, the board of Elders have been discussing what their role is. Be assured that 
it is more than handing out bulletins and assisting with communion on Sunday mornings. In fact, 
their role is to assist the pastor and other called workers, in the task of shepherding and caring for 
the people of Grace.  

What does assisting mean? 
Part of their responsibility is to hear your concerns. Whether they are spiritual or other. Then either 
bring it to the other Elders or to the pastor or other called workers to make others aware. 

How is this done? 
Every year the congregation is split up into zones and each Elder is given a zone. Their responsibili-
ties include: (An updated Elder Zone List can be found on page 3 Of this newsletter.) 

1. Pray for each family 
2. Staying in contact with their zones 

Why are we doing this? 
Jesus teaches us that it is better to serve than be served. The Elders and the called workers of 
Grace are to serve the people of Grace by knowing their needs as best we can. 

What’s next? 
The Elders over the coming months will be introducing themselves to their zones, so that they can 
know you and that you can know them. 

Our prayer is that this will help us better serve and care for the needs of Grace Lutheran Church. 

The Board of Elders 



MILES OF DIMES  - Grace Camp was  
purchased in 1988. The Miles of Dimes project 
was started in 1990 as an effort to help pay for 
the facilities which everyone enjoys. There is a 
“Miles of Dimes” collection jar located on the 
Welcome Center. Leave your “dimes” or any  
donation you may want to make and your dona-
tion will be used to benefit the camp facilities. 
Thank you for your continued support.  

Donate your used glasses, including  
sunglasses and reading glasses, to the Lions 
Club.  A collection box is located in the foyer 
coat area.  These glasses are picked up by a 
member of the Lions and then sent to a facility 
who will refurbished them for others who may 
not be able to afford glasses.  (Please,  
remember they can not accept glass cases.) 

During our pastoral vacancy we would 
still like to keep updated on your  
prayer requests. Please contact  your 
Elder or the church office if would like 
to be added to our prayer list. 

SERVING THIS MONTH: 
The Elders: Sunday’s   8:00 AM    Leon Doescher 
                                   10:00 AM    Scott Havener 
         

The Organist: Diana Baetke  
 

                         The Acolytes      

       June 1st   
         8:00 AM       Jaren Nebel 
  

       June 8th   
         8:00 AM       Porter Vopatek 
  

     June 15th   
         8:00 AM       Carter Paarmann 
             

     June 22nd      
         8:00 AM       Adelynn Williams 
             

      June 29th      
         8:00 AM       Peyton Goddard 

IMPORTANT  - Deadline for submitting  
articles for the July newsletter is June 15th. 

Greeters and Ushers are Needed 
 

Greeters are needed to help welcome  
members and guests before worship  
services.   
 

Ushers are needed to assist the Elders  
during worship services.  
 

Please, look at the sign-up sheet on the  
Welcome center and sign up for a date that 
works for you. 

Referral Center Donations 
We will continue to collect monthly donations 
for the Referral Center as the need is great.  
The referral center can always use kid friendly 
cereal, canned tuna, spaghetti sauce, pasta, 
canned soup, peanut butter, jelly, cake mixes, 
frosting, toilet paper, and so much more. All  
donations can be left in the shopping cart  
located in the foyer.   

Special Gifts Given Include: 
In loving memory of Gary Meggers  $20 was  

given to Grace Preschool. 
In loving memory of Charlotte Harroun $20 was 

given to Grace Preschool. 

LWML will be collecting 
MITES on Sunday, June 1st.  
If you would like to help 
 support the LCMS with their 
mission projects you can 

place your donation inside the box located in 
the Narthex or leave a marked donation in the 
offering plate.  Thank you for your support of 
LWML and the missions of the LCMS. 

Baptized on May 18, 2025—Marren  
Marie Spain, daughter of Jesse & Jenna 
Spain was baptized on May 18th.  Her 
baptismal sponsors are Joseph &  
Mariah Spain. 

Please join us for a Graduation Celebration honoring Benson Hill on  
Saturday, June 14th from 4:00pm -7:00pm at Grace Camp’s Andrew  
Retreat Center.  



Call Process Updates 
The first stages of the Call Process have  
begun.  The first thing we needed to do was  
establish a Call Committee.  It was decided that 
the Call Committee would consist of one  
representative from each board along with the 
President and President Elect. 
 
While the Call Committee is being formed we 
are accepting pastoral nominations from the 
Congregation.   
 
If you know of a LCMS Pastor that you feel 
would be a good fit for Grace Lutheran Church, 
there is a nomination form located on the  
Welcome Center.  Please, fill out this form and 
drop off in the office mail slot or give to Kerry. 
 
We hope to have a Call Committee meeting 
early June. 

2025 Elders Zone List 
05/01/2025 

      

Zone Elder/Phone email Zone Beginning  
Family Name 

01 
Scott Steffens (563-357-2364) steffens808@gmail.com Ackerman 

02 Aaron Meyers (563-212-0230) aaronmeyers1980@yahoo.com Burken 

03 Paul Kirby (563-659-3697or 
 563-343-0289) pskirby2@gmail.com Garrity 

04 Duane Hansen (309-229-9809) hansenda2@gmail.com Henningsen 

05 Jon Betz (563-212-9125) psoas22@hotmail.com Kirby 

06 Leon Doescher (563-249-3572)  ljd9047@aol.com  Mickelson 

07 Alan Ruggeberg (563-219-2528) arug@iowatelecom.net Paasch 

08 
Clint Albrecht (563-940-1982) clintalb@gmail.com Schoening 

09 Lucas Rickertsen (402-980-2538) rickertsens@gmail.com Theisen 

Vacancy Pastor Update 
The Board of Elders met yesterday,  
Wednesday, May 28th regarding the vacancy.  
They met with Pastor Merle Warnsholz to  
discuss how he could assist during this time.  
The Board of Elders are happy to announce that 
Pastor Merle as agreed to assist with worship 
services from now through most of December.  
Pastor Merle will be continuing with our Summer 
Worship schedule 8:00 am at Church and 10:00 
am at Grace Camp.  If we are still in vacancy in 
December Pastor Kincaid from Dubuque has 
agreed to assist.  
 
Pastor Dolde from Grand Mound has agreed to 
do our shut-in and hospital visits.  Please,  
remember to reach out to the church office  or 
one of the Elders if you would like a visit or to be 
placed on the prayer list.   

The Sunday School Year has come to an end, 
but now begins are preparation for next year.  
Two of our Sunday School teachers have de-
cided to step down, which opens the door for 
new teachers to teach the word of God.  If you 
have the time, talent, and would love to teach 
God’s word we need you.  We have an open-
ing in the 4th & 5th Grade Room and Pre-K.  
Please, prayerful consider teaching.  Please, 
speak with Mark or Kerry if you have additional 
questions or if you would like to volunteer.  All 
curriculum is provided. 

 Our Summer Worship Schedule  
Begins Sunday, June 8th 

 

8:00 am at Grace Church 
10:00 am at Praise Service @ Camp 

mailto:steffens808@gmail.com
mailto:aaronmeyers1980@yahoo.com
mailto:pskirby2@gmail.com
mailto:psoas22@hotmail.com
mailto:ljd9047@aol.com
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SUMMER NIGHT OUT Volunteers Needed:  We need around 40 volunteers to help with greeting, 
food, games and inflatables to be able to put on this community event. At this time, we only have 15 
volunteers signed up.  Please take a look at the bulletin board in the church foyer to see where 
and when you can help. Please contact Kristy Engelkes at 563-210-2462 if you have any questions.  



In Memory of: 
Charlotte Harroun, 84, of DeWitt, Iowa, passed 
away Thursday, May 1, 2025, at Harmony  
Davenport.  

Charlotte Louise Knutsen was born January 16, 
1941, in Clinton, Iowa, the daughter of  
Sylvester and Elsie (Hans) Knutsen of DeWitt. 
After graduating from DeWitt High School, 
Charlotte married Donald Nothdorf on  
November 20, 1960, at Grace Lutheran 
Church. They built their life in DeWitt, where 
they raised three children, and Charlotte 
worked as a secretary for U.C.C. and later 
Bethany Home. After Don’s passing in 2007, 
she married James Harroun on June 26, 2010.  

Charlotte had a heart full of love and a spirit 
that welcomed the world. She cherished quiet 
mornings with a good book, found deep joy in 
worshiping at her church, and expressed her 
creativity through coloring— each stroke filled 
with care and calm. She and her family opened 
their home to the world as proud hosts of AFS 
students: Colin Lockhart from Australia, Isaac 
Attah from Ghana, Ricardo Brea from the  
Dominican Republic, and Johanna Maatta from 

Finland. Each of them became family, sharing 
in the warmth and generosity that Charlotte so 
effortlessly gave. Her grandsons will forever 
treasure the memories of Cubs games with 
Grandma—cheering from the stands, sharing 
hot dogs, and soaking up every moment. 
Above all, Charlotte loved her children with a 
fierce and tender devotion that never wavered. 
Her love shaped their lives and continues to 
echo in the hearts of everyone who knew her.  

Surviving are her husband, Jim; her children, 
Jill (John) Gisel of DeWitt, Mark (Michele) 
 Nothdorf of Wonder Lake, Illinois, and  
daughter-in-law, Linda Nothdorf; grandchildren, 
Zachary, Levi, Elijah and Erin Nothdorf;  
great-grandchildren Cayden and Eloise;  
siblings, Harold (Pat) Knutsen of Worthington, 
IA, Charles (Monna) Knutsen of Ft. McDowell, 
AZ, and Cheryl (Jerry) Wheeler of Mineral 
Point, WI; numerous nieces and nephews.  

In addition to her first husband, Don, she was 
preceded in death by her son, Scott, her twin 
sister, Charlene (Kenny) Paarmann, and  
foreign exchange son, Ricardo Brea.  



 

June 19th  
Victory Center Service Event  

 

Once again, thank you to everyone who contributed to the meal, helped serve and prayed for our 
May service event at the Victory Center in Clinton. Our next service event meal will be on June 
19th. We are planning to serve up to 40 people and allow for seconds. If you haven't  
volunteered to help with some part of one of these meals, please prayerfully consider being in-
volved in some way. Men are encouraged to join us in this mission, especially with serving the 
meal. 

 All food needs to be prepared and brought to the church  by 4:00 PM  on Thursday, June 19th.  
 

 

A sign up sheet is located on the Welcome Center.  Please contact Kristy Engelkes at  
563-210-2462 or the church office if you have any questions  

Desserts 
4 Volunteers 

Prepare a dessert that serves  
15 people.  

Drinks 
Drinks 2 Volunteers: 

• 1 gallon of white milk  
• 2 gallons of chocolate milk  

Main Dish 
 

4 Volunteers 
 

Each volunteer is asked to 
prepare a main dish/
casserole to serve at least 
15 people.  (Bring in a 
crockpot or a dish that 
can keep food warm.) 

Salads 
3 Volunteers 

Prepare a salad that serves 15 people. 

Deliver & Serve 
5 Volunteers 

Needed to help deliver and serve the meal.  We meet at Grace at 4 pm.   
Meal is served at 5pm to 5:00pm. 

 
The 2025 Altar Flower calendar is now  
available on the  Welcome Center. Bouquets 
can be donated in honor of or in memory of per-
sons or events. Each bouquet is $30 and there 
are two bouquets available each week. Please 
sign up for your preferred dates and place your 
payment in the secretary‘s door. You may pur-
chase one or both bouquets.  
 
 
 

The following Altar Bouquet dates are available: 
 

July 6th, 27th 
August 24th 

September 21st, 28th 
October 5th, 12th, 19th 

November 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 
December7th, 14th, 28th. 

 
 

 
We hope that we have flowers every week, but 
we know that there are Sundays when the  
arrangements have not been spoken for.  It is 
these Sundays when you will not see arrange-
ments on the altar.  To assist the church in  
having arrangements every Sunday there is an-
other way you can help.  Donate money to our 
flower fund.  We will then use the money in the 
flower fund, to cover the cost of flowers when 
they have not been spoken for.   
 
*** Remember we can only provide flowers 
when there is money in this fund. If you do not 
see flowers on Sunday that means they were 
not sign up for and the Flower Fund does not 
have money in it. 



Grace Ev. Lutheran Church 

Sunday, June 22nd - June 26th 
5:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

@ Grace Camp (2675 242nd St., DeWitt, IA) 
 

Children 3 years (must be potty trained) 
through those going into 5th grade are invited 

to attend.   
 

A light meal will be served from 5:00 pm to 5:30 pm 

Register on line @ 
www.gracedewitt.org 

 Through June 21st, we will be collecting donations 
for Vacation Bible School 2025, Your donations will 
help us offset the cost of food, crafts, decorations 
and take home items.  If you would like to contribute 
to this program your donation can be left in the 
“Little White Church.  Thank you for your support to 
our VBS Program. 

Our VBS Volunteer Rally will be held 
Wednesday, June 11th beginning at 6:00 
pm at the G*Y*M Building at Grace Camp. 
We hope all our volunteers will be in  
attendance. Please contact DCE, Mark 
Sperry with any questions. 

Summer brings many opportunities for our congregation to help 
spread the love of Jesus through our Vacation Bible School, Day 
Camps, and Summer Camp.  A lot of children attend these events.  
This means we need extra support for all those hungry children. 
 
We are in need of cookies [NO peanuts or peanut butter] and red  
pre-sweetened Kool-Aid mix for our Day Camps & Grace Summer 
Camp. Please consider donating one or more of these items and drop 
them off in the kitchen in Grace Hall.  
 

During Vacation Bible School we provide kid friendly meals for the children and their families.  We 
have donation sheets for items needed on the table in the foyer.  All items need to be brought to 
Grace Church by Noon on June 20th. 

VBS is an outreach 
event where we invite 
children from around 
the community to learn 
the word of God 

through story, music, games, science and 
crafts.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make 
this event run smoothly. 
 
Please look at your calendar to see if you 
are available June 22nd through June 26th.  
We are in need of volunteers to be: 
 

Crew Leaders - Individuals in charge of an 
age group and assisting crew members with 
leading the group to and from activities. 
 

Crew Members - Assist the Crew Leaders 
leading children to and from activities. 
 
Station Crew Members - Individuals that 
are at activity stations who assist the Activity 
Leader in doing the activity for the day.  
There is a need for Station Crew Members 
for Science/Art and Games. 
 

To see which volunteer spots are open, 
please see the bulletin board in the foyer or 
call the church office at659-9153 to see how 
you can help.  



DAY CAMP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Again, this summer we have the awesome opportunity to share the love of Jesus with children from 
DeWitt and the surround communities through our Day Camps. We can use help at the camps 
listed below: 
 

1st - Cooking Camp – June 10th 9 am-12 pm [This camp is held at Grace Church] 

2nd - Cooking Camp – June 10th 1pm-4pm [This camp is held at Grace Church] 

3rd - Fishing Camp – June 11th 9 am – 12 pm 

4th -  Cooking Camp – June 12th 9 am – 12 pm [This camp is held at Grace Church] 

5th - Cooking Camp – June 12th 1pm – 4 pm [This camp is held at Grace Church] 

6th - Arts & Crafts Camp – June 17th 9 am – 12 pm 

7th - Arts & Crafts Camp – June 17th 1pm – 4 pm 

8th - Fishing Camp – June 18th 9 am – 12 pm 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer, contact Mark Sperry or the church  
office to let us know at which camps you will be able to lend a hand. Thank you and God’s  
blessings! 

Do you volunteer for Summer 
Camp? Would you like a t-shirt? If you 
would like a t-shirt to wear while you 
are volunteering your time at Summer 
Camp, please contact the church  
office by June 27th so that we can  
include them in our t-shirt order. Cost 
for a t-shirt is $5. 

Volunteers Needed for Check In 
Summer Camp will be here before 
you know it.  On Monday, July 28th 
we need volunteers to help with  
registration which begins at 10am.  All 
registration volunteers are asked to 
arrive at the camp pavilion by 9:30 
am.  If you would like to assist with 
this please contact Kerry at the 
Church office.     

 

Grace Lutheran Summer Camp 

The dates for this year’s camp are 
Monday, July 28th through Wed., July 
30th. This is open to students who will 
be in 2nd through 8th grades for the 
2024-2025 school year. Registration 
opens June 1st. Go to  gracedewitt.org 
to register. Please, contact the church 
office at: 563-659-9153 with any 
questions. Please note that 2nd & 3rd 

graders DO NOT stay overnight at 
camp. 

Watch for the Summer Camp  
Donation List, which will be out by  
July 1st. 





1st Erik & Jill Johnson 
 Dick & Mary Jo Kelly 
2nd John & Joellyn McDonnell 
 Keith & Brenda Gustafson 
3rd Dale & JoAnn Greve 
5th Alan & Carla Watts 
6

th
     Kevin & Tina Meyer 

         Denise & Norlin Wagner-Mommsen 
7th     Matthew & Laura Nebel 
8th     Duane & Bernice Meyer 
         Jeremy & Jessica Sunday          
10th   Cory & Rachael Krukow 
15th   Ryan & Carrie Carter 
17th   Kurt & Colleen Flathers  
25th   Kim & Beth Haring 

The Preschool Staff wish-
es all of you a wonderful 
summer.  We are taking 
time to reenergize and 
prepare for another year.  

We look forward to their return in  
August. 
 
Everyone on the Preschool Board and 
the Preschool Staff would like to thank 
you for your continued support.  We 
would also like to thank everyone who 
participated in Randy’s Round-Up in 
May.  Thanks to everyone’s generosity 
the Preschool received $600.32.   

Grace Lutheran Preschool 
2025-2026 Class Schedule 

 

Class Schedule 2025-2026 
4s     M-Th      8:00 - 11:00 am   (8 spots) 
         M-Th     12:00 - 3:00 pm    (16 spots) 

Please note that there is NO 4s classes on Friday. 
 
3s      M W F     8:15 - 10:45   (2 spots)   $160 monthly 
          T&TH      8:15 - 10:45   (5 spots)   $120 monthly 
Please note that all 3s must be potty trained. There is a $40 registration fee 

due with registration form, which is non-refundable. 
 

The 3s Registration form can be found on the Preschool page of 
the website (www.gracedewitt.org).  The registration form along with 
the registration fee may be dropped off at the church office or mailed 
to PO Box 156, DeWitt, IA  52742. 
 
Registration for the 4s Preschool Program  is available on the Cen-
tral DeWitt Community School District Website.   

3rd  Terri Shelton 
 Jacob Swanson 
 Emily Swanson 
4th  Kamryn Albrecht 
5th  Brynlee Dies 
 Rodney Keeney 
 Mary Alger 
 Amy Meyers 
7th  Scott Miller 
9th  Noah Sunday 
 David Hansen 
10th  Bud Selk 
 Adelynn Williams 
 Barbara Mickelsen 
11th  Tyler Lawrence 
 Austin Meyer 
12th  Jeanne Hansen 
 Halston Krukow 
13th  Kindra Barys 
 Tracy Paarmann 
16th  Ashdon Converse 
17th  Wendy Proctor 
 Judy Doescher 
20

th
  Maggie Hartmann 

 Ben Paarmann 
 Cheryl Housman 
 Brady Dies 
 Ava Johnson 

21st Jeremiah Sunday 
23rd  Ardith Barr 
 Rodney Wold 
 Lynn Swanson 
 Rachael Krukow 
 Mitchell Johnson 
24th  Valarie Betz 
 Keaton Birt 
 Owen Tucker 
25th  Richard Block 
 Coleen Hughes 
 Shirley Jackson 
 Kurt Kreiter 
 Jesse Spain 
 Sandy Miller 
27th  Rachael Krukow 
28th  Kay Hall 
 Joy Marik 
 Hannah Grantz 
 Allison LaFevers 
 Addison Tucker 
 Breeanna Paasch 
29th  Zane Burzlaff 
 

On Sunday, June 29, Zion Lutheran Church 
of Wilton, Iowa will recognize the 
50th anniversary of the ordination of Daniel 
Ognoskie during the 9:00 AM service  
followed by a potluck meal.  The address is: 

1000 MAURER ST, WILTON, IA, 52778  



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship Newsletter Article – June 2025 

 

Rooted in Christ, Growing in Stewardship 

The heartland is now awash in various hues of green. The doldrums of winter give way to the colors 
of spring. Now, the promise of spring gives way to the growth of summer. Fields are planted and 
sprouted. Gardens are planted. Flowers adorn the beds of neighborhood homes and roadside  
ditches. Green is the shade of life! 

Green growth is also the hue of the faithful steward. The seed of faith planted in human hearts in the 
waters of Holy Baptism grows as it is nurtured in the Word proclaimed and ingested in the Holy  
Supper. This faith does indeed save. But our stewardship of the Gospel is also designed to bear fruit 
for God’s glory and the benefit of our neighbor. 

To consider this, let us look at the hymn, “Fruitful Trees, the Spirits Sowing” (LSB 691). It is very 
much a stewardship hymn! 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase, Fruit to life eternal growing, rich in love 
and joy and peace. 

•  The tree of faith is not planted in us by us. It is the Spirit’s work! We do not claim the title 
“steward.” Rather, we are created for it (Gen. 1:26–28). 

• He is the One who makes it grow in us. The fruits of the Spirit are borne out because we, by 
grace through faith, are connected to the vine that is Jesus (John 15). 

Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless; Here is fruit that grows by sharing,  
Patience, kindness, gentleness. 

• Our stewardship is NOT about what we do. It is about what the Holy Spirit does in and through 
us. That is the fruit that we bear. His fruit for His purposes. 

• But that fruit is lived out through us. The world sees the fruit of our stewardship of the Gospel in 
lives lived connected to Word and Sacrament. 

Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal, Teach us, as the years fly faster, 
Goodness, faith, and self-control. 

• Stewards have been created and redeemed to reflect the image of Jesus in the world. He is the 
pattern. We reflect to others around us the Light of the Gospel He has shone on us. 

• This reflection comes when Christ’s goodness flows from us to others. 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease; Till we taste, in life unending, 
Heaven’s love and joy and peace. 

• Just as the Spirit has created us for stewardship of the Gospel, so also does He cause our  
faithfulness! He calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and KEEPS us in this faithful stewardship of 
the Gospel. 

• The ultimate goal of our faithful stewardship is eternity. For us. For our neighbor. All worked out 
by the Spirit. 

Green is the color of the world right now. It is also the color of our stewardship and it is growing in us 
as we are connected to the vine, Jesus! God grant our growth in Him!  
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