GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

415 10t Street ~ DeWitt, lowa 52742 - Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org

+ The Order of Service +
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026 - 8:00 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this
morning; please take a moment to sign one of our attendance cards. Please
come and worship with us again.

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 1, beginning on page 151 in the Lutheran Service Book.

The Preservice Music A Time for Meditation
The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles

The Ringing of the Bell

The Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz

Opening Hymn #427 “In the Cross of Christ | Glory”
1 In the cross of Christ | glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872Text: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution

[P In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(8§ Amen.

P)If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

@ But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P)Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

@ Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

(84 Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 37:5-7; antiphon: v. 4
) Delight yourself in the Lord,

@ And he will give you the desires of your heart.

) Commit your way to the Lord;

@ Trust in him, and he will act.

[P) He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,

@ And your justice as the noonday.

[P) Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;



Fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over
the man who carries out evil devices!

@ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

) Delight yourself in the Lord,

8 And he will give you the desires of your heart.

Kyrie
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise - ))) Gloria in Excelsis
BGlory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your
glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P) The Lord be with you.

8 And also with you.

(P|Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame
of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our
cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(8§ Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21
O LORD, you know;

remember me and visit me,

and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;

know that for your sake | bear reproach.
Your words were found, and | ate them,

and your words became to me a joy

and the delight of my heart,
for | am called by your name,

O LoRbD, God of hosts.
| did not sit in the company of revelers,

nor did | rejoice;
| sat alone, because your hand was upon me,

for you had filled me with indignation.
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Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you
to save you and deliver you,
declares the LORD.
| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
¥ Thanks be to God.



Gradual

Fear the Lord you his saints,

For those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous;
But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is

good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek
to show hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live
in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but
give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible,
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary,
“if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him

something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on



his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse - b))
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21-28
) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things
of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return

for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels
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in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person
according to what he has done. Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of

Man coming in his kingdom.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day #685 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,

Follow His example pure,

Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.

Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,

Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
| shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;

Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;

All discomforts that annoy

Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.



3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You | die,
There to live with You on high.

4 Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. - Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845

Sermon “The True Language of Love”
Romans 12:9-10

Stand

Nicene Creed

@1 believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
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was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #956 “Create in Me”

1 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence;
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Each petition concludes
P) Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Offering

Stand

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead
to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You
a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
) |
| [
ND - o
] /
4 — 4
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
h A\ }
X ) \) . -
\e\)v - 6‘ !// ——
Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
f) | —
o ® - g
\Q\jj ‘\ .-/ / .\_./ —
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
/B b
@ > ) ._3 = 7 / e ) © I
4 4

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
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the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Institution of Our Lord — spoken by the Pastor

Lord's Prayer

@ Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

A%nus Dei
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
Distribution & Distribution Hymns
#680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
1 Thine the amen Thine the praise
Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head
Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story
Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.

2 Thine the life eternally
Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree
All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing
Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

3 Thine the truly Thine the yes
Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee
Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing
Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.
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4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize
Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise
Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story
Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.

5 Thine the glory in the night
No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree
Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy
Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by p

#842 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,

Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,

You our Head, who, throned in glory,
For Your own will ever plead:

Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others,

So may we for others live.

Freely have Your gifts been granted;
Freely may Your servants give.

Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
Yours the wealth of land and sea;

We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.
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3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,

King of love and Prince of Peace;

Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.

By Your patient years of toiling,
By Your silent hours of pain,

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing
That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:
Here on earth Your will be done.

ext: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt. - Text: Public domain

#617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

2 Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
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Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid,;
Peace with God once more is made:

O Lord, have mercy!

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’'nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:
O Lord, have mercy!

eran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 546 - Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn Licel 8

Post-Communion Canticle — »b) Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect
(P)Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn #722 “Lord, Take My Hand and lead Me”
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me

Upon life’s way;

Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.

Without Your grace and favor
| go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages,

| need not fear,

For You, the Rock of Ages,
Are always near.

Close by Your side abiding,
| fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding,
In peace | go.
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3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen

And night has come,

| know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.

Then nothing can impede me,
O blesséd Friend;

So take my hand and lead me
Unto the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. -Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845
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