GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

415 10" Street ~ DeWitt, lowa 52742 -Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org
+ The Order of Service +

Sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost
September 13, 2026 - 10:30 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this

morning. Please come and worship with us again.

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 3, beginning on page 184 in the Lutheran Service Book.

The Preservice Video

Choir Anthem “The Potter’'s Hand”

The Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz

Opening Song “Come, Just as You Are”

Come just as you are, hear the Spirit call.
Come just as you are.

Come and see (Come and see)

Come, receive (Come receive)

Come and live (Come and live) forever.

Life everlasting, and strength for today;

Taste the Living Water, and never thirst again.

Come just as you are, hear the Spirit call.
Come just as you are.

Come, receive (Come receive)

Christ, the King (Christ, the King)

Come and live (Come and live) forever.

Life everlasting, and strength for today;

Taste the Living Water, and never thirst again.

Come just as you are, hear the Spirit call.
Come just as you are.

Come and see,

Come, receive

Come and live forevermore.

“Come Just As You Are” — © 1993 Maranatha Praise, Inc.
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Confession and Absolution

[P In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(8§ Amen.

(P)Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P)Our help is in the name of the Lord,

[d Who made heaven and earth.

)1 said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
8 And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

) O almighty God, merciful Father,

81, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

[P)Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(8§ Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 143:1-2; antiphon: Ps. 143:9
) Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord!

| have fled to you for refuge!

(P)Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy!

In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!

[P) Enter not into judgement with your servant,
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For no one living is righteous before you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P) Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord!

| have fled to you for refuge!

Song of Praise “Jesus, Name Above All Names”
Jesus, name above all names,
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord,
Emmanuel, God is with us
Blessed Redeemer, living Word.

Jesus, loving shepherd

Vine of the branches, Son of God
Prince of Peace, Wonderful counselor
Lord of the universe, Light of the world.

Jesus, way of salvation
King of kings, Lord of lords
The Way, the Truth and the Life
Mighty Creator, my Savior and friend.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

) The Lord be with you.

8 And with thy spirit.

(P)Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear
the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of
persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they

said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the
evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying,
“Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph,
Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? As
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are
today. So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Fear the Lord, you his saints,

For those who fear him lack nothing!

[L) Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Romans 14:1-12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to

quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat anything,
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while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who
eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And
he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

One person esteems one day as better than another, while
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day,
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor
of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.
For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the

judgment seat of God; for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall confess to God.”

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
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(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven
times?”

Jesus said to him, “| do not say to you seven times, but seventy
times seven.

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for
him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the
debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him,
he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and | will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until

he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had
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taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not
you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on
you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he
should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your
heart.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Prase be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and life I« everlasting. Amen.

The Children’s Message

Sit



Song of the Day “10,000 Reasons”
Chorus:  Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before, O my soul
Worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning

It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me

Let me be singing when the evening comes (Chorus)

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger

Your name is great and Your heart is kind

For all Your goodness | will keep on singing

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find (Chorus)

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore (Chorus X2)

Worship Your holy name

Lord I'll worship Your holy name
Sing like never before, O my soul
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name

CCLI Song # 6016351 - Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman - © 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)

Sermon “Forgiven to Forgive”
Stand

Offering & Song during Offering “Isaiah 40:31”
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up on wings like eagles.
They shall run and not be weary.
They shall walk and not faint.

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
8



They that pray unto the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up on wings like eagles.

They shall run and not be weary.

They shall walk and not faint.

They that pray unto the Lord shall renew their strength.

They that sing unto the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up on wings like eagles.

They shall run and not be weary.

They shall walk and not faint.

They that sing unto the Lord shall renew their strength.

Bible Presentation

Prayer of the Church
Each petition concludes
] Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer

@ Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus
] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Benediction

) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Song “Living Hope”
How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain | could not climb
In desperation, | turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished, the end is written
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Who could imagine so great a mercy?

What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame

The cross has spoken, | am forgiven

The King of kings calls me His own

Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your name

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your name

Jesus Christ, my living hope
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Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe

Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion

Declared the grave has no claim on me

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe

Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion

Declared the grave has no claim on me

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your name

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your name

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. - Text: Public domain
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