
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church                                                              September 2026

Grace News

Fall Worship
Schedule

Fall Worship Times begin 

Sunday, September 6th.

Sunday Worship

8:00 AM @ Church

10:30 AM @ Church

Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study

Sunday, September 13th 

@ 9:15 a.m.

Office Hours

M-Th  8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Closed on Fridays
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Newsletter 
Deadline

Submissions for the 

October Newsletter need 

to be received by  

September 15th.

kgood@gracedewitt.org

LCMS Stewardship - Stewardship in the First Commandment

Originally published in September 2023

The greatest gift that Martin Luther gave to us was his Small 

Catechism. The word “enchiridion” is part of the original title of this 

work. This is the Greek word for “handbook.” The Small Catechism is a 

handbook of the Bible. All the basic knowledge that a Christian needs 

to understand the faith and live a godly life has been taken from the 

Bible and distilled into this beautiful little book of Christian piety.

Luther starts with the Ten Commandments.

The First Commandment:

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all 

things. (SC I)

We have a God above us. He is the Lord God and we are not. He is 

Almighty and in control. He is righteous and good. And therefore, we 

should fear Him.

This God is also our heavenly Father. He wants us to be saved. He 

does not want us to suffer His just wrath. He has provided salvation for 

us in His Son, Jesus Christ. And therefore, we should love Him.

Our heavenly Father will never leave us nor forsake us. He has 

promised as much — and the Bible shows us that He always keeps His 

promises. So, we should trust Him.

In the Large Catechism, Luther explains how money and possessions 

form one of the greatest temptations against the First Commandment:

This I must unfold somewhat more plainly, that it may be 

understood and perceived by ordinary examples of the contrary. 

Many a one thinks that he has God and everything in abundance 

when he has money and possessions; he trusts in them and 

boasts of them with such firmness and assurance as to care for 

no one. Lo, such a man also has a god, Mammon by name, i.e., 

money and possessions, on which he sets all his heart, and 

which is also the most common idol on earth. He who has 

money and possessions feels secure, and is joyful and 

undismayed as though he were sitting in the midst of Paradise. 

On the other hand, he who has none doubts and is despondent, 

as though he knew of no God. For very few are to be found who 

are of good cheer, and who neither mourn nor complain if they

(Continued on page2)



SERVING THIS MONTH:
The Elders: Sunday’s       8:00 am    Alan Ruggeberg                                                               
                                                10:30 am Aaron Myers & 
                                                                        Lucas Rickertsen

 The Organist:   Diana Baetke

   The Acolytes
September 6th

            8:00 am  Dennis Wold
         10:30 am  Zane Burzlaff

September 13th

           8:00 am  Brody Lawrence
        10:30 am  Kennick Meyer

September 20th

           8:00 am  Collin Oliver
         10:30 am  Carter Paarmann

September 27th

            8:00 am  Adelynn Williams
          10:30 am Brynlee Dies
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Greeters are needed to extend a warm welcome to members and visitors before worship services.  

Greeters are asked to be at church 20 minutes before the service begins. Please sign up on the sign-up 

sheet at the Welcome Center for a date you are available to help.

LWML Mites Collection – 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML) will be collecting Mites 

on Sunday, September 6th. These 

offerings help support LCMS mission 

projects locally and around the world. If 

you would like to participate, you may 

place your donation in the Mite 

Box located in the Narthex or leave a 

clearly marked donation in the offering 

plate.

Thank you for your faithful support of 

LWML and the mission work of the LCMS 

— together, we are sharing Christ’s love in 

action!

Looking for cards? A variety of cards 

and napkins are available for purchase 

next to the Welcome Center. Please 

take a moment to see the wide assortment 

of cards displayed in the foyer.

have not Mammon. This [care and 

desire for money] sticks and clings 

to our nature, even to the grave. 

(LC I 5–9)

These words of Dr. Luther should call us 

to repentance; sometimes, we live and act 

like we don’t have a Father in heaven. We 

seek our comfort and peace outside of His 

gracious promises. But we do have a 

Father in heaven. He does love us. All His 

promises are true. And the Lord will surely 

provide. If that is our belief, then our 

outward lives will reflect this belief in our 

acts of generosity and mercy. We will see 

money and possessions not as gods but 

rather as tools for doing God’s work.

(Continued from page 1)
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Concordia University Students Visiting 

We are excited to welcome students from 

Concordia University to Grace Camp on 

September 11–13!

To help provide meals and snacks for the students 

during their stay, we are asking for donations of 

fruit, cereal, chips, water, milk, cookies, and 

breakfast items.

If you are able to help, please sign up on the 

donation sheets located on the table in the church 

foyer. All donated items should be brought to 

the church by Thursday, September 10, at 

noon.

Thank you for helping us welcome and care for our 

Concordia University guests!

Thank You for 

Supporting Grace Camp

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who visited 

Randy’s Neighborhood Market and chose to 

round up their purchase to support Grace 

Camp!

Through your generosity, we have received 

$516.10. We are so grateful for your kindness 

and support. These donations will go directly 

toward helping to support the ministry and 

ongoing needs of Grace Camp.

Thank you for helping make a difference!

Miles of Dimes
Grace Camp has been a cherished community gathering place since its purchase in 1988, offering a 

variety of facilities and activities that everyone enjoys. To help fund and maintain these spaces, the Miles 

of Dimes project was launched in 1990. A Miles of Dimes collection jar is conveniently located at the 

Welcome Center, making it easy for everyone to give. Your donations- nickels, dimes, quarters, or any 

sum you give- are a simple way to help ensure that future generations can continue to enjoy the camp’s 

programs and facilities.
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September 17, 2026
Victory Center Service Event 

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed food, helped serve, and lifted our August 

service event at the Victory Center in Clinton in prayer. Your generosity and servant hearts made a 

meaningful difference to those we served.

Looking ahead, our next Victory Center service event will be Thursday, September 17th. We are 

preparing to serve up to 50 guests, with enough food to offer seconds. Every helping hand will be a 

blessing!

If you haven’t had the opportunity to help with one of these meals, we invite you to consider getting 

involved. We especially encourage men to join us in this mission, particularly in serving the meal. It is a 

wonderful opportunity to connect with others while sharing God’s love through service.

Together, we can make September’s event another opportunity to share hope, fellowship, and care with 

our neighbors. We hope you’ll consider joining us and being part of this meaningful ministry!

All food needs to be prepared and brought to the church by 4:00 PM on Thursday, September 17th.

A sign-up sheet is located on the Welcome Center.  Please get in touch with Kristy Engelkes at 

563-210-2462 or the church office if you have any questions. 

Main Dish 

5 Volunteers

Prepare 3lbs of Maid-Rites.  

Bring hot in a crockpot.

Buns

2 Volunteers

Bring 24 hamburger 

buns each.

Desserts

3 Volunteers

Prepare a dessert that serves 15 people. 

Drinks

2 Volunteers

❖ 1 gal. white milk 
❖ 2 gal. chocolate milk 

Deliver & Serve

5 Volunteers

Needed to help deliver and serve the meal.  We meet at Grace at 4 
pm.  The meal is served from 5 pm to 6 pm.

Salad/Side Dish

4 Volunteers

Prepare a salad to 

serve 15  people.

Meet, Greet, & Fellowship with

Future Church Workers

Saturday, September 12th • Grace Camp

Come join us at Grace Camp as we 

welcome students from Concordia 

University! This is a wonderful opportunity 

to meet and get to know these future 

church workers while enjoying a time of 

fellowship together.

Meal Times:

•  Breakfast: 8:00 a.m.

•  Lunch: Noon

•  Dinner: 6:00 p.m.

We invite you to come help serve a meal 

and spend some time in fellowship with the 

students. Your presence and hospitality will 

help make their visit to Grace Camp a 

special one!

The 2026 Altar Flower calendar is on the  Welcome Center. 

Bouquets can be donated in honor of or in memory of persons or 

events. Each bouquet is $30, with two bouquets available each 

week. Please sign up for your preferred dates and place your 

payment in the secretary’s door. You may purchase one or both 

bouquets. 

The following dates are available:

October 4th, 18th

November  8th, 22nd, 29th

We hope to have flowers every week, but we know that there are 

Sundays when the arrangements will not be spoken for.  It is on 

these Sundays when you will not see arrangements on the 

altar.  To assist the church in making arrangements, there is 

another way you can help.  Donate money to our flower fund.  We 

will then use the money in the flower fund to cover the cost of 

flowers when they have not been spoken for.

*** Remember, we can only provide flowers when there is money 

in this fund. If you do not see flowers on a Sunday, flowers were 

not spoken for and the Flower Fund does not have money in it.
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Mark Sperry, DCE

563-321-0674

msperry@gracedewitt.org

Mark’s Office Hours

M-Th - 7:00 am to 1:00 pm

Kerry Good

kgood@gracedewitt.org

Grace Lutheran Preschool

PH: 563-659-9193

Preschool Teacher/Director

Christine Greve

preschool@gracedewitt.org

Grace Lutheran Camp

2675 242nd St, P.O. Box 156

DeWitt, IA  52742-0156

Camp Reservations

camprentals@gracedewitt.org

319-230-7718

Adult Bible Class Returns – Starting Sunday, September 13th!

We’re excited to invite you back to Adult Bible Class beginning Sunday, 

September 13th at 9:15 a.m. in Grace Hall. This fall, we’ll be diving into two 

powerful video-based studies that will inspire, challenge, and deepen your 

walk with Christ.

Week One – A.D. The Bible Continues

We’ll begin our journey with A.D. The Bible Continues, an engaging study of 

the book of Acts. This series will help you experience the action-packed 

journey of the first followers of Christ in the early days of the most powerful 

global movement in history. 

Following Weeks – Road to Emmaus

Next, we’ll turn to Road to Emmaus, a moving retelling of the encounter 

between two disciples and the risen Jesus on the road from Jerusalem—

though they didn’t recognize Him at first. We’ll watch the video in segments, 

pausing to reflect on the meaning of each part of the journey and what it 

reveals about faith, hope, and the presence of Christ in our own lives.

Whether you’ve been part of Adult Bible Class for years or are joining for the 

first time, this is a wonderful opportunity to grow in understanding, 

fellowship, and faith.

Mark your calendar and bring your Bible.

mailto:kgood@gracedewitt.org
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LCMSYG2028 Meeting

Attention all current 7th – 11th graders.  Please join 

us Sunday, September 13th at 11:45 am for an 

informational meeting about the 2028 LCMS Youth 

Gathering.  We will meet in Grace Hall here at 

church.  If you can’t attend this meeting but are 

interested in attending the 2028 gathering, please 

let Mr. Sperry know.  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Classes begin Wednesday, September 2nd.  We 

meet from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm each Wednesday 

here at church.  If you have a student in 6th, 7th, or 

8th grade, please contact the church office to get 

them registered.

SENIOR HIGH BIBLE STUDY

Attention all 9th through 12th graders.  Our Midweek 

Bible study begins September 2nd @ 7:00 pm at 

the Sperry’s home.  Our address is 1315 Maple 

Wood Court here in DeWitt.  We look forward to 

welcoming you into our home.   

BIBLE PRESENTATION

Our 3rd graders will be presented with their Bibles 

on Sunday, September 13th.  Please pray for these 

students and their families.  

Looking Ahead at Sunday School

As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School year, we’re 

excited to share two meaningful opportunities to serve:

Sunday School Superintendent - We’re looking for a 

compassionate and well-organized individual to help lead, 

coordinate, and support our Sunday School ministry.  This 

important role helps ensure that our program runs smoothly 

while creating an environment where our children can learn, 

grow, and nurture their faith.

Responsibilities include:

• Leading openings with assistance from the DCE

• Distributing and collecting classroom attendance sheets 

and offering

•  Providing classroom support for teachers

•  Assisting with children as needed

A/V Volunteer  - We are also looking for a volunteer to run 

the sound and visual equipment during openings.  This is a 

great opportunity for someone who enjoys working with 

technology and would like to support our Sunday School 

ministry in a behind-the-scenes role.

If you feel called to serve in either of these roles, or would 

like to learn more, please reach out to Mark Sperry at 

msperry@gracedewitt.org or 563-659-9153. Your gifts and 

talents and willingness to serve can make a big difference in 

the lives of our children!

Youth Fundraiser
Orders Due

September 13th

Substitute Teachers Needed

Do you have time to volunteer on a Sunday 

morning? There may be times when one of our 

Sunday School teachers is unable to be there, 

and we are looking to add a few more people to 

our Sunday School substitute list.

If you are willing to help fill in when needed, 

please contact Mark at the church office. Your 

willingness to step in and help is greatly 

appreciated!

Donate your used glasses, sunglasses and 

reading glasses to the Lions Club.  A collection 

box is located in the foyer coat area.  These 

glasses are picked up by a member of the Lions 

and then sent to a facility who will refurbished 

them for others who may not be able to afford 

glasses.  (Please, remember they can not accept 

glass cases.)

Referral Center Donations

We will continue to collect monthly donations for 

the Referral Center as the need is great.  The 

Referral Center can always use kid-friendly cereal, 

canned fruit, Ranch dressing, ketchup, tuna, toilet 

paper, and so much more. All donations can be 

left in the shopping cart located in the foyer.  

mailto:msperry@gracedewitt.org
mailto:msperry@gracedewitt.org
mailto:msperry@gracedewitt.org
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A great big thank you to everyone who 

volunteered their time or provided food for 

Summer Camp!

It takes many volunteers to make camp a 

success: from those who came out to help with 

check-in, to those who cooked meals on some 

very hot days, and to those who helped serve the 

meals. Your time, hard work, and willingness to 

serve were very much appreciated!

To everyone who provided food donations used to 

prepare all the wonderful meals for our campers, 

counselors, and helpers, we are so grateful for 

your generosity! Your donations helped make 

sure everyone was well fed and cared for 

throughout camp.

Camp was a lot of fun, and although we had some 

very hot days, all of our campers and counselors 

were truly blessed to have so many generous 

people assisting wherever they could.

Thank you so very much for helping make 

Summer Camp such a wonderful experience!

Kerry Good & Mary Garlough

THANK YOU

I would like to say a special thank you to everyone 

who helped make the 2026 Grace Camp Day 

Camps so successful again this year.  Through 

your generosity and willingness to volunteer and 

get involved we had the opportunity to share the 

love of Jesus with almost 100 children from 

DeWitt and the surrounding community.  Thanks 

again and know that you are appreciated more 

than words can ever say!

Mark Sperry

We would like to thank everyone who sent cards, 

shared kind words, or expressed their 

condolences after the passing of our beloved 

grandson, Devin Congrove. Your thoughtfulness 

and support have brought us comfort during this 

difficult time, and we are deeply grateful.

Deb & Randy Lange

The 2026/2027 Preschool Year has started.  

On Monday, August 24th we welcomed a new 

class of 4-year- olds and look forward to 

September 2nd when our 3-year- olds class will 

start.

      The 4’s students will be working on name 

recognition and identifying letters in their names. 

The themes for this month are Welcome to 

Preschool, All About Me, Feelings, Senses, and 

Apples.

    Three-year-old Preschool is ready and starting 

off strong!  We still have openings in both classes, 

so if you know anyone that might be interested, 

please let them know! We talked about what 

going to school means to us & friendships. They 

are learning all about germs and the human body, 

and a popular theme of farming! During Jesus 

group time we are learning a preschool prayer 

and what it means to pray. The Bible stories this 

month are loved by all the kids, the stories of the 

beginning, Adam & Eve and Noah's Ark. We've 

had a great start to our year so far!

    During the open house, we welcomed 32 

children and their families into our classrooms.  

The children had fun exploring their classrooms 

and meeting their teachers.

Thank you to my church family for celebrating with 

me, sending cards, thoughts and prayers for my 

high school graduation. Sincerely Noah Sunday

A Heartfelt Thank You

We want to extend our sincere gratitude to 

everyone who generously provided watermelon for 

the 4th of July parade, and to all the wonderful 

volunteers who helped serve it to our parade 

viewers and participants. Your kindness and 

teamwork made the day even sweeter!

It was truly inspiring to see our community come 

together—neighbors, friends, and families—

sharing smiles, laughter, and a refreshing treat on 
a warm summer day. 
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2nd   Todd McWilliams

4th    Fred Thiede

5th    Jenny Kreiter

7th    Joyce Henningsen

9th      Harlan Jans

11th   Kyle Pillers

        Joellyn McDonnell

12th   Steven Smith

        Kati Garrity

        Samuel Stowe

13th   Michele Gruntorad

        James Gruntorad

        Abigail Jensen

        Madeline Johnson

        Porter Vopatek

14th   David Thomas

15th   Larry Mork

         Elaine Schoening

18th   Myrna Hass

         Joshua Dahl

20th   Steven Schatz

21st   Shirley Garrity

         David Wold

         Cindy Koeppel

22nd   Ashlyn Appleby

23rd   Marjorie Paasch

         Carleigh Tobey

25th   Deb Lange

26th   Wayne Grantz

27th   Vallene Olson

         Carson Tobey

28th   Eric Vetter

         Trevor McMahon

         Jennifer Thiede

 Priya Dahl

29th Faye Jans

30th Cathy Ingwersen

 Jessica Sunday

2nd     Allan & Sandy Anderson

    Randy & Danette LaBarge

10th       Jeff & Cheryl Housman

14th       Roger & Cheryl Kaufman

15th       Lukasz & Kindra Barys

    Jason & Angie Hill

18th       T.J. & Hollie Appleby

21st     Chad & Michelle Tobey

22nd      Jerry & Tammy Mickelson

25th       Steven & Denise Smith

28th       Todd & Coleen Hughes

30th     Ronald & Donna Steward

Reserve your spot at Vocatio: Retreat Oct. 4–7, 2026

Registration closes Sunday, Sept. 13th

If you have considered serving as a pastor, deaconess, missionary 

or chaplain, Vocatio: Retreat offers time away to explore that 

vocation in community. 

From Oct. 4–7, you will worship, study Scripture, talk with 

Seminary professors and students, and experience life on campus 

— all while connecting with others exploring that same journey. 

Space is limited. Register by Sept. 13.

 Stay Connected with Grace!

Don’t Miss an Important Message!

From event updates and worship times to office 
closures and important announcements, we want to 
make sure you stay informed!

Grace Lutheran uses email and text messages to keep our 
members connected and up to date.

 Not receiving our messages?  We’d love to get you 
connected!

Call the church office and speak with Kerry or Mark to 
make sure we have your current contact information and 
that you are signed up to receive church communications.

 Email •  Text •  Stay Connected

Grace Lutheran Church
Keeping our church family informed!

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD/r/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD_cb68e72f-be33-4d80-9d5d-48a3c68c4f0a/l/0C926CAE-6C0E-4BF8-BBAC-DA19B9FD373A/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD/r/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD_cb68e72f-be33-4d80-9d5d-48a3c68c4f0a/l/0C926CAE-6C0E-4BF8-BBAC-DA19B9FD373A/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD/r/C39865F1-F064-4B04-814E-A673B1EBE6BD_cb68e72f-be33-4d80-9d5d-48a3c68c4f0a/l/9A746DA0-5302-4C8D-AF1D-C57C7CA397C3/c
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