GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

415 10t Street ~ DeWitt, lowa 52742 - Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org

+ The Order of Service +
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026 - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this
morning; please take a moment to sign one of our attendance cards. Please
come and worship with us again.

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 1, beginning on page 151 in the Lutheran Service Book.

The Preservice Music A Time for Meditation
The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
The Ringing of the Bell
The Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz
Opening Hymn #861 “Christ Be My Leader”
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.

Gladly | follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.
Confession and Absolution

P)In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(8§ Amen.


http://www.gracedewitt.org/

[P)If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

@ But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P)Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

@ Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P]Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

(8§ Amen.

Service of the Word

Kyrie

[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



P) Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise - ))) Gloria in Excelsis
B Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your
glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P) The Lord be with you.

(8 And also with you.

(P|Let us pray.
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men
who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love,
and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(d§ Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my beloved

my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard



on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that | have not done in it?
When | looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured,;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
| will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
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| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness,

but behold, an outcry!

(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 3:4b-14
If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the

flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain | had,
| counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything
as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes



from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith — that | may know
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect,
but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my
own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

(L) This is the Word of the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse - b))
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:33-46
P)The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first

chapter.
8 Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a
house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug
a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and

went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near,
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he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants
took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And
they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have
his inheritance.” And they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He
will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their
seasons.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

(113

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on
anyone, it will crush him.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,

they perceived that he was speaking about them. And although
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they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because
they held him to be a prophet.

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day v1-3, 5-7 #544 “0O Love, How Deep”
1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

2 He sent no angel to our race,
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

3 For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6 For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

7 All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt. Text: Public domain



Sermon “Grapes of Wrath”
Matthew 21:38-39

Stand

Nicene Creed

@1 believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #955 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
1 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
That we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
Unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us
A foretaste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80 - Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845
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Prayer of the Church
Each petition concludes
P) Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit
Offering

Stand

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead
to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You
a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(8 Amen.

The Words of Institution of Our Lord — spoken by the Pastor

Lord's Prayer

@ Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei
)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
Distribution & Distribution Hymns
#637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
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3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

blic domain

#739 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
1 Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;
| am tired, | am weak, | am worn.
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.

2 When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call;
Hold my hand lest | fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.

3 When the darkness appears
And the night draws near
And the day is almost gone,
At the river | stand;
Guide my feet, hold my hand,
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993 - Text: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845

#619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”
1 Thy body, giv'n for me, O Savior,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain
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ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 With Thee, Lord, | am now united;
| live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted

It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell | fear, and thus securely
With Jesus | to heaven rise. Refrain

4 Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort €’er is near. Refrain

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. - Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845

P%st-Communion Canticle — M) Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Post-Communion Collect
P|Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.

Amen.
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The Closing Hymn #912 “Christ is Our Cornerstone”
1 Christ is our cornerstone,

On Him alone we build;

With His true saints alone
The courts of heav’n are filled.

On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace

And joys above.

2 Here may we gain from heav’n
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv'n,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
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When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away.

3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,
That glorious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt. - Text: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS -Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

16



