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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
415 10th Street ~ DeWitt, Iowa 52742 

Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org 
 

+ The Order of Service + 
 

Lent Worship 
February 24, 2021 

11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are delighted to have you join us for worship. Please 
come and worship with us again. 
 

We are following the Service of Prayer and Preaching  
beginning on page 260 in the Lutheran Service Book. 

 

The Preservice Music 
 

The Words of Welcome by Pastor Eric Obermann  
 

The Opening Hymn  #708 “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 
1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 

I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart, 
    With tender mercy cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share. 
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare 
    If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break, 
My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 
    Thou art the portion I have sought; 
    Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 
 

2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave 
My body, soul, and all I have 
    In this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 
May glorify Thy lavish grace 
    And help and serve my neighbor. 

http://www.gracedewitt.org/
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Let no false doctrine me beguile; 
Let Satan not my soul defile. 
    Give strength and patience unto me 
    To bear my cross and follow Thee. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
In death Thy comfort still afford. 
 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 
To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 
    That I may die unfearing; 
And in its narrow chamber keep 
My body safe in peaceful sleep 
    Until Thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me, 
That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
    O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 
    My Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
And I will praise Thee without end. 

 

Public domain 

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C The name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
C Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents 

of evil. 
  

P Jesus said; if any man would come after Me, 
C Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
 

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C The name of the Lord is to be praised. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  
Amen. 

 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 
grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on 
me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 

 
 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 
fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm                                              Psalm 4:1-8 
P Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have 

given me relief when I was in distress. 
C Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
 

P O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 

C How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? 
  

P But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; 
C The Lord hears when I call to him. 
  

P Be angry, and do not sin; 
C Ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
 

P Offer right sacrifices, 
C And put your trust in the Lord. 
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P There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? 
C Lift up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!” 
P You have put more joy in my heart 
C Than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
P In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
C For you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
 

Old Testament Reading                         Isaiah 41:17-20 
P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the forty-first chapter. 

 

When the poor and needy seek water, 

and there is none, 

and their tongue is parched with thirst, 

I the LORD will answer them; 

I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

I will open rivers on the bare heights, 

and fountains in the midst of the valleys. 

I will make the wilderness a pool of water, 

and the dry land springs of water. 

I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 

the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. 

I will set in the desert the cypress, 

the plane and the pine together, 

that they may see and know, 

may consider and understand together, 

that the hand of the LORD has done this, 

the Holy One of Israel has created it. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Holy Gospel                                       Mark 2:1-12 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 And when [Jesus] returned to Capernaum after some days, it 

was reported that he was at home.  

And many were gathered together, so that there was no more 

room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to 

them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four 

men. And when they could not get near him because of the 

crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had 

made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic 

lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My 

son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting 

there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like 

that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus 

questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you 

question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to 

the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up 

your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man 

has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 

“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose 
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and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, 

so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never 

saw anything like this!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

The Hymn         #548 “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” 
1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! 

    Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 
Death hath now no power o’er us, 
    Thou hast conquered in the strife. 
Thanks because Thou didst arise 
And hast opened paradise! 
    None can fully sing the glory 
    Of the resurrection story. 

 

2 Thou hast died for my transgression, 
    All my sins on Thee were laid; 
Thou hast won for me salvation, 
    On the cross my debt was paid. 
From the grave I shall arise 
And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
    Death itself is transitory; 
    I shall lift my head in glory. 

 

3 For the joy Thine advent gave me, 
    For Thy holy, precious Word; 
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, 
    For Thy blest Communion board; 
For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 
For Thy resurrection morn, 
    Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 
    And in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 

 

Public domain 
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Sermon                                         “Unexpected”  
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 

with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout 

the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling 
of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . .let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have Mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Blessing 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

 

The Closing Hymn  #924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 
1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 
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3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 
    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day. 
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