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Dear Redeemed and Loved Saints of Grace! 
 

January is a weird month. 
 

Do you reflect on the year that was or the year that is to come?  Two 
very different and yet very difficult questions to answer. Both will cause 
you to dive into different reflections, but that isn't why January is a weird 
month. 
 

What makes January a weird month, is we have gone through two 
months of light; think about it. Beginning sometime in the middle of  
November, unless you put up Halloween lights, all the streets are lit up 
by lights. Until January, then lights get put away. Darkness again  
covers the streets, our homes, and the cities. The only remnant of light 
is the stray car that passes through the alley.  
 

January is a weird month. As darkness begins to refill the earth, it  
reminds me that we were once people who sat in darkness. We indeed 
used to be in darkness. We may not remember those times or maybe 
we do. When we literally felt trapped in the darkness around us. Hope 
feels lost. Maybe this is why January feels like a weird month.  
 

Almost like it is preparing us for the season of lent. A season when we 
face the darkness we once felt. The season when hope is lost. Lent is a 
weird season. We are just coming out of Christmas. The light of the 
world is shining and has brought great hope. Then in just a few weeks, 
we will gather for Ash Wednesday. And thus, we are reminded of the 
darkness of sin that surrounds us. The crushing weight trapping us in 
despair.  
 

January is a weird month. The lingering darkness begins to dissipate. 
Days are growing longer. Light begins to shine. It will take months for 
our days to have more light than dark. But we are beginning to see light 
is winning.  
 

Lent is a weird season. As the adventure began in utter darkness, the 
darkness begins to dissipate. Soon after Ash Wednesday, we realize 
that our despair is all for naught. The cross begins to take shape. It  
begins to break through the darkness of our sin. Reminding us that 
hope has won.  
 

This Lent and Easter season we will be looking at how some families 
never change, based on the prophet of Hosea, and realizing how much 
the family of God is changed through the hope we have the in the 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus.  
 

January is still weird, but that ok because it brings us closer to the  
celebration of the empty tomb of our Savior Jesus who rescued us from 
the darkness of our despair.  
 

Praying for a blessed 2023 year!  
In the service of Jesus, 

Pastor Eric  



SERVING THIS MONTH: 
The Elders: Sunday’s   8:00 AM  Alan Ruggeberg 
                                   10:30 AM  Scott Havener 
 

                Wednesday   7:00 PM  Scott Steffens 
 

The Organist: Diana Baetke 
 

                    The Acolytes     
 

  Jan. 1, 2023     
         9:00 AM  Ben Paarmann 
 

   Jan. 8, 2023     
          8:00 AM  Kyle Pillers 
        10:30 AM              Emeri Ralston 
 
 

 Jan. 15, 2023     
          8:00 AM  Jaelyn Sinclair 
        10:30 AM              Ella Sunday 
 
 

 Jan. 22, 2023     
          8:00 AM  Ashdon Converse 
        10:30 AM              Gavin Walker 
 

 Jan. 29, 2023     
          8:00 AM  Kyptin Barys 
        10:30 AM             Katie Grantz 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER  
TO CONTINUE  

GIVING TO YOUR 
CHURCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember the ways to give: 
1.) Bill pay from your bank. 
 

2.) Download the Give+ mobile app on your phone to make 
giving easy. 

 

3.) Mail checks directly to Grace Church, PO Box 156, 
DeWitt, IA.  

 

4.) Use the link on our website, www.gracedewitt.org, for 
online giving. 

 

5.) You can also use PayPal 

IMPORTANT  - Deadline for submitting articles 
for the February Newsletter is January 15th. 

Special Gifts Given Include: 
In loving memory of  Jeanette Eastman $15  
     has been given to Grace Preschool. 
In loving memory of Julie Krukow $60 has  
     been given to Grace Camp outdoor worship  
     area. 
In loving memory of Doug Lieving $100 was  
     given to Grace Camp. 
In loving memory of Esther Schroeder $20 was  
     given to Grace Preschool. 
In loving memory of Mary Feldpausch $20 was  
     given to Grace Preschool. 

The Endowment Committee for Grace  
Lutheran Church will be accepting grant  
applications starting January 1 through March 
15, 2023.  Applications for projects which  
provide support to missions, education, youth, 
worship, and music and/or capital projects will 
be considered.   

OFFERING STATEMENTS FOR 2023. will be 
ready and available for you to pick up in the 
foyer on Sunday, January 8th. Some 2023  
offering envelopes still need to be picked from 
the table in the foyer. If you have not picked 
your envelopes up, please do so. 

Church Voters Meeting  
Monday, January 9th 

@ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Camp Annual Board Meeting 
Monday, January 9th   

following Church Voters Meeting 
@ Grace Lutheran Church  

 

Please come and support  
the church and camp. 

The 2023 Altar Flower calendar is now available on the Welcome Center.  Bouquets can be 
donated in honor of or in memory of persons or events. Each bouquet is $30 and there are two 
bouquets available each week. Please sign up for your preferred dates and place your  
payment in the secretary‘s door. You may purchase one or both bouquets.  
 



In Memory Of: 
Esther Schroeder, 94, of DeWitt, Iowa, 
passed away peacefully Sunday, November 
27, 2022, at Fieldstone of DeWitt. 

Esther Louise Latare was born March 30, 
1928, to Fred and Anna (Christophersen)  
Latare in Wyoming, Iowa. She graduated from 
Wyoming High School. Esther was united in 
marriage to Everett Schroeder on November 
27, 1947 at Zion Lutheran Church in Wyoming, 
Iowa. The couple resided in Lost Nation where 
they raised their daughters, Sandra and Janice. 
Esther worked at First Trust and  Savings Bank 
in Lost Nation. They later moved to DeWitt, 
where she worked at Iowa Mutual and First 
Central State Bank. Everett preceded her in 
death in 2012. 

Esther was a member of Grace Lutheran 
Church in DeWitt. She was also a charter 
member of the DeWitt Lionesses, and a former 
member of the local Plus 60 Club. 

She enjoyed playing solitaire, doing puzzles, 
and playing pinochle. She loved cooking and 
was known for her cowboy cookies. 

Surviving are her daughter, Jan Stockstell of 
DeWitt; a son-in-law, Eldon Witthoft; grandchil-
dren, Sara (Darin) Ladlie, Susan (Ryan) Basye, 
and Steven (Tina) Witthoft; great-
grandchildren, Heather, Jacob, Adam, Geneva, 
and Tori; 5 great-great-grandchildren; nephews 
and a niece. 

In addition to her husband, she was preceded 
in death by her daughter, Sandy, a son-in-law, 
Ronald Stockstell, brothers, Harold, Arnold, 
and Donald, a niece, Wendy, and nephew, 
Bob. 
 
 
Julie Krukow, 72, of DeWitt, Iowa, went to be 
with her Lord and Savior, Tuesday, Nov. 29, 
2022, at Genesis Medical Center-DeWitt. 

Julie was born August 14, 1950, to W.W. “Bill” 
and Alice (Traetow) Moeller, in Waverly, Iowa. 
After graduating from DeWitt Central in 1968, 
she went on to receive a bachelor’s degree in  
chemistry from the University of Northern Iowa. 
Julie was united in marriage to Mitch Krukow 
on June 17, 1972, at Grace Lutheran Church in 
DeWitt. They resided in rural Scott County, Io-
wa, where they raised their family. She worked 

as a lab technician at Mercy Medical Center in  
Clinton for 28 years, and then at Genesis  
Medical Centers in Davenport for several 
years, retiring in 2012. The couple moved to 
rural DeWitt in 2000. 

Julie was a devoted mother and grandmother 
and never missed any of their events and  
activities. Her grand-children were her pride 
and joy. She was a longtime member of Grace 
Lutheran Church, where she was very active in 
the choir, altar guild, Sunday school, Grace 
Camp, women’s circles, the board of outreach, 
the October Feast, and many other projects. 
She also volunteered at the DeWitt Referral 
Center. Julie was an avid card player and was 
a member of the same card club for 48 years. 
She enjoyed playing Mahjong, attending  
sporting events, crafting and making cards, and 
traveling for family vacations. Julie never met a 
stranger, and made friends with everyone she 
came in contact with. 

She will be dearly missed by her loving  
husband of 50 years, Mitch; children, Cory 
(Rachael) Krukow of DeWitt, Ryan (Larissa) 
Krukow of Princeton, and Kellie (Scott) Backes 
of Bettendorf; grandchildren, Carver, Hudson, 
Gavin, and Halston Krukow, Lane (fiancée Ri-
ley), Ella, Abe, and Coy Krukow, and Rylan, 
Reid, and Rhett Backes; siblings, Rick (Diane) 
Moeller, Jane (Mike) Buege, and Joel 
(Maureen) Moeller; nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents 

Referral Center Donations 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the reverse 
Advent Blessing boxes and those that continue to bring 
in donations throughout the month.  Your donations will 
help to stock the Referral Center shelves and help those 
in need. 
We will continue to collect monthly donations for the 
Referral Center as the need is great.  With it being  
winter they are getting short on kid’s cereal, hamburger 
helper, tuna helper, chicken helper, canned chicken, 
canned tuna, boxed potatoes, soup, pasta, pasta sauce, 
jelly, condiments, sugar, flour, and spaghettiOs type 
canned goods. 



Board of Elders 
Scott Steffens 
Clint Albrecht 

Jon Betz 
Leon Doescher 

Paul Kirby 
Scott Havener 
Allen Anderson 
Alan Ruggeberg 
Ray Ackerman 

Dave Wold 
Duane Hansen 

Jim Harroun 
Aaron Meyers 

 
Board of Trustees 

Mitch Krukow 
Cory Krukow 

Wayne Grantz 
Kevin Meyer 

Donovan Good 
 

GYM Trustees 
Craig Paarmann 

 
Board of Youth 
Laura Norcross 

Troy Diercks 
Cindy Sperry 

Jennifer Thiede 
Emily Reed 

 

.Preschool Board 
Emily Williams 

Val Betz 
Kerry Good 

Carrisa Spain 
Katelyn Good 

 
Board of  

Discipleship  
Traci Butler 
Kathi Lieving 

Kay Hall 
Deb Swanson 

Monica Ruggeberg 
Kristy Engelkes 

 
Board of  

Christian Ed. 
Rachael Vopatek 

Barb Dies 
Jill Gisel 

Shanna Tucker 
Mike Good 

Nicole Rickertsen 
Amy Meyers 

 
 Board of Finance 

Barb Reed 
Barry Engelkes 

Angie Hill 
Mike Vopatek 
Jim Williams 

Endowment 
Committee 
Jon Billhorn 
Jim Owen 

Scott Steffens 
Barb Reed 

 
Council Officers 

President 
Rich Matzen 

 
  President Elect 

Steve Butler 
 

  Secretary 
    JoAnn Greve 

 
  

 
 

2023 Board Members 

On January 15th during worship services we will be installing 
officers.  We ask all 2023 Board Members to participate. 

Chancel Care Team Meeting 
Please, mark your calendar for 
Monday, January 9th at 9:00 am.  
We will be having a meeting to 
review the yearly calendar and  
re-evaluate responsibilities.   

All Board Meeting 
All Board Members are asked to 
attend the All Board Meeting on 
Monday, January 30th at 6:00 
p.m.  We will be discussing the 
mission and vision of the church. 

Thank You, to everyone 
who sent cards or gave me 
gifts of appreciation this 
Christmas Season.  I  

appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
kindness during this Christmas Season. 
                                           Kerry Good 
 
 
Thank You, Mary Garlough for taking 
time out of your busy schedule to pick 
up the Poinsettias for us.  We are 
blessed to have volunteers like you.   
 
 
Our family would like to express our 
deepest appreciation for all the gifts, 
cards, thoughts, prayers and love we 
received during this past Christmas 
season.  Knowing how much we are 
loved and cared for is a blessing.  
Thanks again and know that we are 
blessed to call all of you our friends & 
family.  May God bless all of you and 
give you a faith-filled 2023.   

The Sperry’s 

The Grace Church Newsletter is delivered to our members in a number of ways, through the mail, 
email or members can even pick it up at church.  If you are currently receiving your newsletter 
through the mail but would like it sent via email or you would like to pick it up, please let the church 
office know.   

Key Record Keeping 
The beginning of the year is always a great time to update  
 records.  Starting in January, please bring your key to the 
church so we can update our records.   You will need to show 
your key to Kerry so that she can record the information for our 
records.   
 
If you have a key and do not need it, we ask that you turn it in to 
the church office.  Thank you for your assistance with this.  



 We can hardly believe that it is al-
ready January.  This month we will 
learn about Winter, snowmen, ice, 
and transportation. The 3's will also 
begin their study of shapes, while 

the 4's will continue their unit on letters. 
 
We will be celebrating National Lutheran 
Schools week,  January 23rd—17th.  We look 
forward to fun dress up days! 
 
As we look ahead to celebrating National  
Lutheran Schools Week we reflect on the 
changes that have taken place in the Pre-
school wing. We were excited to see the work 
the Trustees and the contractors have done. 
They removed the old flooring, ceiling tiles,  
and brick walls to allow for construction to 
begin. 
 
As we look ahead to our expanding preschool 
program and the needs of that program, we 
have created a wish list.  This is a list  of items 
needed to provide a safe and educational en-
vironment for our students. During, January 
the “little white church” will be out to collect 
donations which will be used to purchase 
items off this list.  
 
If you enjoy shopping and want to purchase 
items directly off the wish list, scan the QR 
Code below.  This code will allow you to look 
at the list.  You can then purchase and send 
directly to the Preschool.  We thank everyone 
for their continued support of the Preschool.   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Our program this year is entitled Keepers of the Kingdom and 
will equip us with the armor of God to stand strong in today’s battle 
for truth.  The dates will be Sunday, June 25

th
 – Thursday, June 

29
th
.  The program will again be held at Grace Camp in the  

evenings.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 pm – 5:30 pm and the 
program will run from 5:40 pm – 8:15 pm.  Watch the bulletin 
board in the atrium for more updates and for ways to get involved 
in being a Keeper of the Kingdom!   

MILES OF DIMES  - Grace Camp was  
purchased in 1988. The Miles of Dimes  
project was started about 1990 in an effort to help 
pay for the facilities which everyone  
enjoys. There is a “Miles of Dimes” fruit jar locat-
ed at the Welcome Center. Leave your “dimes” or 
any donation you may want to make. Yes, we do 
accept pennies too!  



SENIOR HIGH MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
Our Midweek Bible study will resume on  
January11

th
 @ 7:00 pm at the Sperry’s.  I hope 

you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  See you soon!     
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6

th
-8

th
 Grades) LOCK-IN 

Attention all 6
th
 – 8

th
 graders.  Join us Friday, 

January 13
th

 for a LOCK-IN.  The theme for this 

year’s event is NO FEAR!  Invite your friends for 

an awesome night of fun, games, food, movies 
and God’s Word.  The deadline to sign-up is 
Sunday, January 8

th
.  To sign-up please write 

your name down on the sheet posted outside 
of Mr. Sperry’s office.  We ask that each par-
ticipant please bring a snack for the snack table.  
Something sweet or salty, etc.  Pizza and drinks 
will be served Friday night and we will have do-
nuts for breakfast Saturday morning before 
heading home.  Contact the church office with 
any questions.   
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6

th
-8

th
) YOUTH NIGHT 

Our first Youth Night of the new year will be held 
on Sunday, January 29

th
 from 6 pm – 7:30 pm 

at the G*Y*M Building at Grace Camp.  Join us 
for Bible study, games, food and fun.  Please let 
Mr. Sperry know if you are planning to attend.   
 
 
CLUB 345 - SAVE THE DATE! 
Our next event will be Sunday, January 29

th
 

from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm at the G*Y*M Build-
ing out at Grace Camp.  Look for more  
information coming soon.  
 
 
SKI TRIP 
Our annual Youth Ski Trip to Sundown  
Mountain in Dubuque is January 22

nd
.  Please 

get a permission slip from the folder on the  
bulletin board outside of Mr. Sperry’s office.  
Registration and payment is being done online 
at www.Sundownmtn.com.  Click on the Groups 
tab and then click EZGroupLink and enter the 
following code:  Grace.  Please make sure to do 
your registration and payment by January 15

th
, 

as they will close the link on that date. We will 
need several more adults to help drive, so if 
you’re willing and available, please contact Mark 
Sperry.    

4
th 

 Monica Ruggeberg  
5

th
  Piper Hoepner 

 Mandy Anderson  
8

th
  Lois Kuehn  

 Debra Swanson  
9

th
  Sandra Peters  

 Colleen Flathers  
12

th  Kay Hansen 
 Emily Stearns 
13

th
  Ron McVey  

 Klaire Gruntorad 
 Lucy Broadfoot  
 Cory Krukow  
 Elyce Burzlaff  
15

th
  Ella Sunday  

16
th
  Charlotte Harroun  

 Audrey Small 
17

th
  Troy Paarmann  

 Rilee Kirby  
18

th
  Wendi Gallaway 

 Dallas Williams  
21

st
  Leon Doescher  

23
rd

  Barbara Billhorn  
 Katie Albrecht   
24

th
  Tonia Oronzio 

 Emily Reed  
26

th
 Clara Schatz 

 Sarah Ackerman  
27

th
  Emmett Rickertsen 

 Sharon Wold  
 Mary Keeney  
29

th
  Cheryl Kaufman  

30
th
  Kristine Anderson  

 Anthony Meyer  
31

st
  Daun Vopatek 

 

16
th
 Bill & Barb Dies  



Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 
 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even 

relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and anticipation, and perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  
 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like to be, what we have 

done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. 

What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  
 

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited by 

the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 
 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 

may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness  

endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will 

produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 
 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for its work in the world. He 

tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, and through this, will produce thanksgiving to 

God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving in years past and change what 

needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with altogether. 
 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in  

attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s 

body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. 

God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of you (Matt. 22:20–22).  
 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all creation, freely 

through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding 

faithfully (John 15:1–16). 
 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the mercy of the 

Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It 

exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a 

recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the generous 

giving of your income to support the work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev. 27:1–

34). 
 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the church. Are 

you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily 

and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or ten percent. The 

New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise to 

provide and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave you His only 

Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it.  
 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your income, which is 

God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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