
 

Grace Newsletter 
JUNE 2020 

Dear Saints of Grace Lutheran Church, 

           Over the last two and a half months, we have been worshiping online-only trying to keep our 

congregation, our community and out of Christian love, our neighbor, safe from the effects of 

COVID 19. While we practiced this safeguard, we also knew that we needed to be prepared for 

when the time came to resume in-person worship services. Therefore, on June 7th, 2020 we will 

resume our in-person worship services.  

  In the excitement of resuming our normal Sunday practices, we also realize that we cannot at 

this time truly resume our normal Sundays. We realize that we need to implement a phased  

approach as we resume our worship services.  

  The first phase of resuming in-person services will consist of offering three worship services. 

On Sunday mornings we will offer services at 8 am at Grace Church, and 10 am at Grace Camp, 

and on Wednesday at 7 pm at Grace Church. All three of these services will be the same.  

  The two church services will be restricted as to how many seats we can safely offer while  

following the social distancing guidelines. While picturing the sanctuary we can safely offer 20 pews 

per service that is held at church, or to put it differently we can safely sit 20 family units. Family unit 

means the people who live in your home. Regardless if you are a family of 1 or a family 6, your  

family unit will get between one or two pews. If your family unit has more than 4 adults, adult being 

older than 8th grade, your family will need two pews Therefore, we are asking if you plan on coming 

to a service held at Grace Church, that you call the church office 563-659-9153 to reserve a slot. 

  However, if you plan on attending a service at Grace Camp, we are going to follow social  

distancing measures if you choose to sit in the chapel benches. We also are highly encouraging you 

to bring your own lawn chair/s so that we can keep your family unit six feet apart from other family 

units.  

  Please, remember that camp services are effected by the weather. If the camp service has to 

be canceled a decision will be made by 8 am. We will notify everyone of this change via Facebook, 

the church website, and the use of the yellow sign.   

  If you are not comfortable in returning to in-person worship services, we will record our 8 am 

service on Sundays which will then be posted to YouTube no later than 11 am on Sundays. 
 

General Guidelines 
• Stay home if you are sick. 
 

Social Distancing 
• We will practice Social distancing which includes: 
• No handshaking or other physical contact. 
• Stay at least 6 feet away from other people. 
• We are asking you not to congregate before or after services. (It will be difficult, but this is just 

phase one in returning) 
• We strongly encourage you to wear a mask. 
• Hand sanitizer will be given to you as you come in and as you leave. 
     We recommend you wash your hands when you get home for at least 20 seconds. 



Seating 
Seating will be spread out throughout the sanctuary. Please be flexible regarding where you are 
asked to sit.  
• The elders will seat you. 
• Family units will be seated together. 
• After the service, please stay seated until the elders dismiss you 
Please be patient with the elders as they do their best to seat you quickly and safely. 
 
Pews 
• Pews are partitioned off and the elders will seat you. Do not seat yourselves 
• Bibles, hymnals, and registration cards have been taken out of the pews. 
• You may bring your own Bible or use a Bible phone app.  
• There will be no bulletins. 
• You will be able to follow along via PowerPoint on the screen, as you do from home. 
 
Communion 
• No communion will be served at this time. 
 
Offering 
• We will not be collecting the offering as we have in the past. The offering plates will be in the 

back or you may give electronically or by mail. 
 
Elevator 
• The elevator is available. Please no more than one family at a time. 
 
Live Broadcasting 
• We are continuing to record our service for those staying home. 
 
CAMP GUIDELINES 
• If you are sick stay home 
• If there is rain, the service will be canceled. Please, check Facebook on Sunday morning if the 

weather is bad 
• We will follow the social distancing guidelines the same as if we were in Grace Church 
• The services will be held at the current outdoor chapel area 
• The bathrooms are currently closed and may remain so during the season. 
 
Looking forward to returning on June 7th! 
In the service of Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

SERVING THIS MONTH: 
The Elders: Sunday’s     8:00 AM  Leon Doescher 
                                       10:00 AM  Jon Betz 
 
                 Wednesday    7:00 PM  Ray Ackermann 
 
The Organist: Diana Baetke 

IMPORTANT  - Deadline for submitting articles for 
the July Newsletter is June 15th. 

Special Gifts Given Include: 
In loving memory of Betty Laschanzky $10 

has been given to Grace Lutheran Women, 
$20 to Grace Camp, $20 to Grace  
Lutheran Preschool and $255 to Sunday 
School. 

GRACE LUTHERAN MISSION STATEMENT — To 
make known the love of Christ by word and deed 
within our church, communities and world. 



In Memory of: 

EOC Robert C. Rands USNR (Retired), 77, of 
DeWitt, Iowa, died Monday afternoon, May  
11, 2020, at University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics, Iowa City.  
 

Robert Charles Rands was born March 14, 
1943, in Cedar Rapids to the late Charles and 
Clara (Sadler) Rands. He was a 1961 graduate 
of DeWitt High School. After graduation, Bob 
worked as a equipment operator for Rittmer 
Construction, Inc. of DeWitt. He married  
Barbara Jaeger June 26, 1965, at Grace  
Lutheran Church, DeWitt and their marriage 
was blessed with two children. Bob enlisted in 
the United States Navy, and was assigned to 
Mobile Construction Battalion 40 (Seabees) 
serving in Vietnam. Following active duty, Bob 
served in the Naval Reserve from 1968 until 
1984. He attended the Institute of Drafting and 
Design (Morrison Institute of Technology) in 
Morrison, Illinois, where he received an  
Associate Degree in Structural Steel Drafting. 
Bob worked as a Draftsman and Field  
Construction Coordinator/Supervisor at Clinton 
Corn Processing Company and later at Archer 
Daniels Midland Company in Clinton for thirty-
five years. Upon retirement, Bob volunteered 
with Lutheran Disaster Response at Camp Bi-
loxi, Biloxi, Mississippi, for Hurricane Katrina 
relief.  
 

Bob was extremely proud of his military ser-
vice. He was a longtime and active member of 
Eugene McManus American Legion Post #238 
of DeWitt serving for numerous military funerals 
and was instrumental in the establishment of 
the DeWitt Area Veterans Memorial. Bob was 
also a member of the VFW and Seabee  
Veterans of America. He was a member of the 
DeWitt Volunteer Police Reserve and was a 
Tae Kwan Do Instructor at Chung Kim's Acade-
my, Davenport and DeWitt Fitness Center. Bob 
volunteered at the USO at Rock Island Arsenal 
and for the Central Community Historical  
Society. He enjoyed helping others with their 
projects, serving the community, carpentry and 
travel. Even in death Bob continued to help  
others through organ and tissue donation.  
 

Surviving are ex-wife and friend, Barbara; a 
daughter and son-in-law, Melissa Rands and 
Bartholomew Phillips of Roseville, Minnesota; 
grandchildren, Carter Rands and Vivienne  
Phillips; nieces and nephews.  

Bob was also preceded in death by his son, 
Scott Rands; a sister and brother-in-law, Sara 
and Harold Meggers.  

* * * * * 

Elizabeth "Betty" Laschanzky, 98, of DeWitt, 
Iowa, was welcomed into her heavenly home 
late Wednesday evening, May 13, 2020, at  
Davenport Lutheran Home. 
 

Elizabeth Alvina Wiebel was born November 
22, 1921, in the hospital at Hampton to the late 
Anton and Bertha (Deininger) Wiebel. She lived 
in the community of Lowden in her early life 
with her parents, brother, Gerald and sister, Es-
ther on a farm, until moving to the community 
of Wheatland. Betty’s first school she attended 
was Endorf #5, a K-8 country school, which 
was part of the Toronto Independent School 
District near her family’s farm. This was a one 
room school house that she either walked to 
school to or during the winter had her dad give 
her a wagon ride drawn by a horse. Betty com-
pleted kindergarten through 6th grade at En-
dorf. Her 7th and 8th grade years were com-
pleted at a parochial school through her 
church, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran School in 
Lowden. Betty graduated from there on May 
31, 1935, with an 8th grade certificate that 
showed her completion of grammar school. 
She attended Lowden High School graduating 
in 1939. Following high school graduation, she 
enrolled in three summer class sessions at 
Cornell College in Mt. Vernon earning a teach-
ing license in 1942. In order to renew this li-
cense, Betty later took some classes from Mt. 
St. Clare College, Clinton. Betty’s first teaching 
job was at her former school, Endorf #5, teach-
ing grades K-4. She taught for eight years at 
the public school in the Independent School  
District, Toronto where her days were spent 
teaching all of the lower grades on the first floor 
of the building, while another teacher taught 
grades 5-8 on the second floor of the building. 
Betty was united in marriage to Laverne 
Laschanzky, May 29, 1948, at St. Paul Luther-
an Church, Davenport. The couple resided in 
Wheatland for 23 years until moving to DeWitt 
in 1972. After marrying Laverne, she left teach-
ing to raise a family and to be a homemaker. 
Laverne preceded Betty in death February 23, 
2009.  
 
 



She was an active member of Grace Lutheran 
Church, DeWitt, was part of the Grace Prayer 
Warriors and belonged to Grace Lutheran Women 
and a circle that helped supply food for funeral 
luncheons and fellowship and provide support to 
Grace Lutheran Church. Betty was also a member 
of the Plus 60 Club in Davenport. Her hobbies 
were playing cards such as Sheephead, 500, and 
Euchre with friends and relatives either in card 
clubs or through family gatherings. Betty enjoyed  
reading, going to the library and sharing her  
enjoyment with her family by supplying them with 
reading material. She also enjoyed planting annu-
al flowers each spring and tending to them during 
the growing season. Betty had a gift for baking 
and made several pies, desserts, and cookies 
from scratch. During the Christmas season she 
was known for her many cookies she would bake. 
She loved her family dearly and couldn’t wait to 
spend a moment with her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. No matter how busy she 
was, Betty always made time for them.  
  

Surviving are her daughters and sons-in-law, 
Cathy and Gary Paarmann of DeWitt and Becky 
and Wayne Hungerford of Aurora Illinois; her 
grandchildren: Gail (Brian) Nikulski, Troy (Tiffany) 
Paarmann, Jennifer (Mike) Edelen, Brooke Hun-
gerford, Zachary Hungerford, Ryan (Alba) Hunger-
ford and April Hungerford-Filiczkowski; her great-
grandchildren, Mitchel, Adam, and Ariel Nikulski; 
Mackenzie and Cameron Edelen; Benjamin and 
Carter Paarmann; Abigail Hungerford; and Char-
lotte and Myles Filiczkowski.  
 

Also preceding Betty in death was her sister,  
Esther Busch and brothers, Gerald, Edwin, who 
died as an infant and Charles, who was stillborn.  
 

GRACE LUTHERAN SUMMER CAMP 2020 
– “SAVED” - The dates for this year’s sum-
mer camp are July 27

th
 – 29

th
.  When regis-

tration is open you will receive an email.  
Please note the early bird registration date of 
July 1

st
.  Any registrations received after 

that time will ay the higher registration fee 
and will NOT receive a T-Shirt. 
 
SUMMER CAMP T-Shirts—The dates for 
this year’s summer camp at July 27

th
 – 29

th
.  

If you plan to volunteer during camp or just 
stop out and would like an official Summer 
Camp 2020 T-Shirt, please contact Kerry 
Good or Mark Sperry.  The cost is $10 and 
must be submitted by July 1

st
.   

GRACE LUTHERAN  
2020 DAY CAMPS 

In conversations with the Grace Camp Board 
and individuals who oversee other camps, 
we’ve made the decision to cancel all 2020 
Day Camps. This was not an easy decision to 
make but was directed by our overall desire to 
care for the needs of our campers and their 
families - in faith, in body, and spirit. 

Sunday School Teachers are a very 
important part of our church.  As we look 
ahead to the 20/21 Sunday School year we 
begin to look for teachers to help spread the 
Love of God to our children.  Currently, we 
need for a 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th grade  
Sunday School Teacher.  If you would like to 
volunteer to be a teacher please speak with 
DCE Mark Sperry or Kerry at the church  
office. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER  
TO CONTINUE  

GIVING TO YOUR CHURCH 
DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME 

 Baptized on May 24, 2020 — Lincoln  
Marie Mueller, daughter of Keaton & 
Shalyn Mueller.  Her sponsors are Kendra 
Mueller, Ashli Veach, Hunter Crist and 
Isaac Crist. 

 

Drake Andrew Maass, son of Andrew & Justine 
Maass.  His sponsors are Stephanie Rohling and 
Weston Maass. 
 

Logan Claus Maass, son of Andrew & Justine 
Maass.  His sponsors are Will Maass and Alex 
Maass. 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY! 






