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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
415 10th Street ~ DeWitt, Iowa 52742 

Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org 
 

+ The Order of Service + 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023 

10:30 a.m. 
 

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are delighted to have you join us for worship this 
morning; please take a moment to sign one of our attendance cards.  The 
people around you, and Pastor, look forward to meeting you! Please come 
and worship with us again. 

 

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 3, beginning on page 184 
in the Lutheran Service Book. 

 

The Preservice Music  A Time for Meditation 
 

The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 
 

The Ringing of the Bell   
 

The Words of Welcome by Pastor Eric Obermann 
 

Opening Hymn             #435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 
Please stand for final stanza 

1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 
    Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain 
    Flows for you, for me, for all, 
In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2 Come in poverty and meanness, 
    Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness, 
    From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

http://www.gracedewitt.org/
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3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 
    Wounded, impotent, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 
    Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 
They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4 They that drink shall live forever; 
    ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never 
    Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 

 

Public domain 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit                                                            Ps. 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Ps. 116:15 
P Precious in the sight of the Lord 
C Is the death of his saints. 
P I love the Lord, because he has heard 
C My voice and my pleas for mercy. 
P Because he inclined his ear to me, 
C Therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

on me, 
C I suffered distress and anguish. 
P Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
C “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
P For you have delivered my soul from death, 
C My eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
Amen. 

P For you have delivered my soul from death, 
C My eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
P Precious in the sight of the Lord 
C Is the death of his saints. 

 

Kyrie – eee 
C Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



4 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
 

 

 P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in 

the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; 

it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 

behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O 

dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to 

these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 

shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
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  So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, 

there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 

breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 

breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

  Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 

house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 

hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into 

the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 

you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I 

have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual 
R O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus;  
C The founder and perfecter of our faith; 
R Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,  
    despising the shame, 
C And is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:5-14 
 

  What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 

believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, 

but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who 

plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 

according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow workers. You are 

God’s field, God’s building. 

   According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 

builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let 

each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a 

foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now 

if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the 

Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire 

will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that 

anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 

reward.  
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R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse 
C I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live. 
 
 

Holy Gospel                                                              John 10:11-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

 

 
 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who 

does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 

down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 

So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 

again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures  and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,     
whose kingdom will have no end.   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,     
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,     
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Sit 
 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day                                    #752 “Be Still, My Soul” 
1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
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    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

2 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
    To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 

3 Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 
 

4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

 

Public domain 

 

Sermon                                      “Knowing What God Has Done”          
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory – eee 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
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Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Rite of Confirmation 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
   Each petition concludes   

P Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

  
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 
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opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord – Spoken by the Pastor 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

 

Distribution & Distribution Hymns 
#619 “Thy Body, Given for Me O Savior” 
1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 

    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 
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ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 
    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 
 

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 
    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 
 

4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 
    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 
 

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011816. 
 

 

   #623 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
That we may feast on You today; 
Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 
 

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 
Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 
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3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 
To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 
 

 

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 
Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 
 

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 
O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

 

Public domain 

 
 

   #740 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 
Ever glad at heart I am; 
For my Shepherd gently guides me, 
Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, 
Even calls me by my name. 
 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 
Jesus is my staff and stay. 
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 
Into pleasant pastures leads me; 
When I thirst, He bids me go 
Where the quiet waters flow. 
 

3 Who so happy as I am, 
Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, 
By His angel host attended, 
He shall fold me to His breast, 
There within His arms to rest. 

 



15 

 

   #643 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

1     Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
 

2     With praise and thanksgiving 
    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

 

© 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011816. 

 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
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Thanksgiving 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 
 

P Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 



17 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

Salutation and Benedicamus 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 
 

The Closing Hymn  #686 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
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While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 
 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
    Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
    Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
    Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
    Interposed His precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
    Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
    Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
    Seal it for Thy courts above. 
 

4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
    I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
    Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 

 

Public domain 
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