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Dear Saints of Grace Lutheran Church, 

 
The Psalmist writes “This is the Day that the Lord has made, let us re-
joice and be glad in it.” 

The other day, as I scanned Facebook, one post stuck out to me. “This is 
the year that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” It made 
me pause. Can I rejoice in a year in which there is so much uncertainty? 
In a time where it seems like there is little to rejoice in? It’s certainly easi-
er to just feel frustrated.  

In a few weeks, Emily, the kids, and I are headed to St. Louis for a fall 
getaway. Every plan we make, the phrase, “will it be open?” follows. After 
a quick google search, frustration tends to follow.  

Yet this post, “this is the year the Lord has made,” sticks in my head. 
Gnaws at my conscience. Am I rejoicing in what the Lord has made for 
me? Has given to me? Has shown to me? Has provided for me? Or am I 
making excuses to be frustrated? Making excuses so that I can be angry 
with someone else? Somehow thinking that my frustration is their fault. 
Somehow thinking that I can justify myself with my excuse. 

But it gnaws at me, rejoice. Rejoice in what the Lord has given to us. Re-
joice in his promise. Rejoice in the newness of each day. Rejoice that this 
is his world. Rejoice that this is God’s kingdom. In this kingdom, he has 
chosen to love you. He has chosen to teach you how to be a servant to 
your neighbor by giving you an example in Jesus. Who shows you how to 
love and have compassion on your neighbor.  

The post struck me as odd. “This is the year the Lord has made, Rejoice!” 
It is the opposite of how I want to feel. Yet, Jesus has taught me to re-
joice, by continuing to love me with unending love. That keeps my eyes 
open to see the promises that God has made to us. Yes, this year is frus-
trating. But let us rejoice and receiving the gifts of God and share them 
with our neighbor. 

 
In the service of Christ, 

 
 
Pastor Eric   



SERVING THIS MONTH: 
The Elders: Sunday’s     8:00  AM  Paul Kirby 
                                       10:00 AM  Scott Havener 
 

                 Wednesday    7:00 PM   
 
The Organist: Diana Baetke 
 

                    The Acolytes      

Oct.   4, 2020     
         8:00 AM  Caitlin Proctor              
  

Oct.  11, 2020     
         8:00 AM  Lauren Walker              
      

Oct.  18, 2020    
          8:00 AM  Kinley Birt              
  

Oct.  25, 2020     
          8:00 AM  Wyatt Jensen              

IMPORTANT  - Deadline for submitting articles for 
the November Newsletter is October 15th. 

GRACE LUTHERAN MISSION STATEMENT — To 
make known the love of Christ by word and deed within 
our church, communities and world. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER  
TO CONTINUE  

GIVING TO YOUR 

Special Gifts Given Include: 
In loving memory of Sylvia Meyer $20 was given 

to LWML. 

We offer a prayer of thanksgiving 
to Caitlyn Griem & CJ Downing 
who were united in marriage on 
September 18, 2020. 

Baptized on September 7, 2020 — 
Sophia Lee Hansen, daughter of Jus-
tin & Christina Hansen.  Her sponsors 
are Erin Pershall and Jesse Mitchell. 

REFERRAL CENTER MONTH 
Do you have extra Hamburger Helper, boxed  
potatoes, canned fruits & vegetables, paper  
products or toiletries that you would like to donate 
to the Referral Center?  October is Referral  
Center Month at Grace. Please bring your  
donations for the Referral Center to the display 
through the month of October. 

Voter’s Meeting 
Monday, October 5, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Agenda:  2021 Budget (Copies on Welcome Center) 
               Election of Officers 

 

Looking for cards? There is a variety of  
sympathy, thinking of you, get well, birthday 
cards and much more available for purchase 
in the foyer. Please take a moment to see the 
wide assortment of cards and napkins  
displayed.  

Have you ever wondered how you can help 
the preschool?  The preschool is always  
re-stocking their snack and supply shelves and 
you can help.  The pre-school is asking for  
donations of gift cards from Wal-Mart, Target,  
and Randy’s which will be used to buy the  
supplies needed.  Gift Cards can be dropped off 
at the church office or placed in the secretaries 
door. We continue to thank all the members of 
Grace for their continued support of Grace  
Preschool students and staff.    

Do you have old eye glasses?  Would you 
like a place to drop off your empty pop cans 
and bottles?  Well, then look no further.  We 
have a drop box for eye-glasses being collected 
for the Night Lions, which is located in the coat 
closet.   



In Memory of: 

On September 5th, 2020, Sylvia Jane Webbeking 
Meyer, age 83, died peacefully at Grand Haven 
Retirement Community and moved on to the next 
chapter of life by the hand of Jesus Christ, her 

life-long Lord and Savior.  

Sylvia graduated from Waterloo West High School 
and had fond memories of her time growing up in 
Waterloo. She later graduated from the Iowa State 
Teachers College (now University of Northern Iowa) 
where she earned a teaching degree. That teaching 
led to her teaching position in the Cedar Rapids 
school system until she moved to Elkader, Iowa, 
with her husband Don Leigh Meyer. There she  
assisted with running the family business, Meyer 

Equipment Co.  

She had a true appreciation for God’s creation and 
loved the animals in her life, particularly the many 
cats and dogs that became members of the family. 
This appreciation for nature was reflected in her 
love of watercolor painting and art which she 
shared with others through various art  
organizations. Sylvia participated in Clayton County 
Artists, several in the Tucson, Arizona, area and 
later, a local art group in Dewitt, Iowa. After moving 
to Dewitt, Sylvia also volunteered for a time at the 
Figge Art Museum, Davenport, Iowa, where she 
could be surrounded by inspiring art and share her 
appreciation of visual art with others. She also  
enjoyed gardening and participated in the Dewitt 

Garden Club during her time in Dewitt.  

Sylvia was preceded in death by her mother, Verna 
(Uhl) Webbeking; father, Otto Webbeking, and 
brother, Richard Webbeking. She was a loving 
mother to two surviving children, Jason (Denise) 
Meyer, and Nicole (Joel) O’Brien and is also  
survived by four grand-children whom she adored, 
Taryn O’Brien, Claire Meyer, Quinn (Grace)  

O’Brien, and Keegan O’Brien.  

She will be remembered for her kind and loving  
nature, her devotion and concern for her family, her 
love of holidays spent with family and the consistent 

modeling of her reliance on and faith in God.  

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

2020 Fall Collection Drive 

School Kits 
 

  

Give a child the opportunity to go to school! 
Why school supplies? To the children who  
receive School Kits, these supplies mean the  
difference between getting an education or not. 
Public school is usually free; but, in the places 
where LWR works, even a few required  
supplies, like pens and paper, may be more 
than many families can afford.  
 And, when parents can only afford to send one 
of their children to school, girls rarely get  
priority…yet the education level of mothers has 
the biggest impact on child development.  
 

 
* Please note, this year we are asking for 
school kits to be packaged individually.  A 
gallon size zip lock works well for this. 
  

 
Supplies needed for each School Kit: 
•Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-
ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”   (no 
loose-leaf paper can be accepted) 
•One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centi-
meters on one side and inches on the other 
•One pencil sharpener 
•One blunt scissors (safety scissors with em-
bedded steel blades work  well) 
•Five  black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
•Five #2 Pencils 
•One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
•One  2 ½” eraser 
 
All items must be new and unused.  Complet-
ed, individual, kits can be left in the tote located 
in the foyer. 
 

Thank you for your support!  
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League - 

Grace Lutheran Church 



Sunday School  
The Sunday School staff is looking for  
volunteer substitute teachers.  These  
volunteers would be called to serve when 
one someone is sick or unable to teach.  
Please, prayerfully consider using your 
time and talent to assist the Sunday School 
staff.  Contact Mark or Kerry at the church 
office to volunteer. 

Sunday School offering will be used to help send gift-filled 

shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child. 

WHAT IS OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD? Operation 
Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan's Purse, an inter-
national Christian relief and evangelism organization head-
ed by Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation Christ-
mas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to 
children in need around the world, and together with the 
local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Since 1993 Operation Christmas Child has collected 
and delivered more than 168 million shoeboxes to children 
in over 160 countries and territories. For many of these chil-
dren, the gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they have ev-

er received.  

The offering will be used to purchase shoeboxes, fees for 
shipping, and include “The Greatest Journey” for each box 

purchased.   

More ways on how you help support the Sunday School’s  

Operation Christmas Child Mission will be coming soon.   

HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT 
When: Saturday, October 31st 

Time: 1pm-3pm 

Where: Grace Camp 

Who: Grace families and friends  
 

Seeking Theme Decorated Cars to hand out 
treats from their trunks! To sign up to bring 
your car and distribute treats, please contact 
Kerry at 563-659-9153. 
 
Please keep in mind, all treats must be store bought 
and individually packaged. 

CHRISTMAS GREENERY SALES 
The youth group will again be selling live 
greenery for Christmas this year.  A table 
to take orders will be in the church Atrium 
beginning Sunday, October 11

th
.  Delivery 

date is to be determined.  Thanks in ad-
vance for your support.   
 

Outdoor Games & Bonfire 
Attention all Jr. & Sr. High students.  Make 
plans now to join us October 25

th
 for an 

afternoon of fun, food and friends.  We’ll 
be spending the afternoon at Grace camp 
playing our new 9 Square & GaGa games 
as well as some other favorites.  Then 
we’ll have a bonfire with hotdogs & 
S’mores.  An email invitation will be going 
out the first week of October.  Please be 
sure to R.S.V.P. by October 14

th
 so we’re 

sure to have enough food.  Contact DCE, 
Mark Sperry with any questions.  
 
Trunk or Treat @ Grace Camp 
The Board of Education is hosting a Trunk 
or Treat event at Grace Camp on Satur-
day, October 31

st
 from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm.  

We need individuals, families or groups to 
decorate a vehicle and hand out treats.  
[All treats must be store bought and in-
dividually wrapped.]  Please contact the 
church office at 563-659-9153 with any 
questions.   

The Youth collect clean name brand empty 
bottles and cans for deposit as a fund-raiser.  
Donations of cans and bottles can be dropped off 
at the church or put in the collection box located 
in the Sunday School Wing. 
 
Pop can tabs are also being collected for Camp 
Courageous.  Saved tabs can be dropped off in 
the kitchen. 



1st  Jayce Block 
  Lois Matzen 
  Peyton Goddard 
  Cindy Garcia 
2nd  Larry Hall 
  Terry Daniels 
  Angel Paarmann 
  Kyptin Barys 
3rd  Tracy Knapper 
  Abrieanna Appleby 
  Bryant Martens 
4th  Nick DeHaven 
  Michael Peters 
  Gavin Birt 
5th  Sala Knipfer 
  Benson Hill 
6th   Logan Meyers 
  Parker Friederichs 
  Cooper Small 
  Kelly Lawrence 
  Karen Eden 
7th  Chuck Slapnicka 
8th  Aaron Meyers 
  Paige Hoffmann 
  Carver Krukow 
9th  Liz Niemann 
  Zackary Garrity 
10th  Lilyan Gruntorad
  Wanda Trafford 
  Daniel Mangan 
  Lexi Meggers 
11th   Carmen Ketelsen 
  Luke Dohrmann 
 
 
 

12th  Tyler Ketelsen 
  Alexandra Mohr 
  Sarah Flathers 
  Netty Schneider 
13th  Jeffrey Garrity 
  Mary Garlough 

Cathy Paarmann 
Barry Anderson 
Michael Niemann 
Gavin Feldpausch 

15th  Paige Griem 
  Jackson Butler 
16th  Ryne Hoepner 
  Sheryl Brommelkamp 
  Lawrence Harmsen 
  Katie Minick 
17th  Ruth Ann VanMeter 
18th  Jason Hill 
19th  Duane Hansen 
  Paul Garrity 
  Betty Jo Ketelsen 
  Lorelei Johns 
  Allen Roseland 
  Joey Spain 
  Tasha Becker 
20th  Julie Kuehn 
  Joan Lass 
  Rhonda Schroeder 
  Rhonda Weimerskirk 
21st  Betsy Henningsen 
  Austin Daniels 
  Roy Jacobsen 
  Abigail McCormick 
  Elliot Obermann 
 
 

23rd  Denise Wold 
  Mason Lawrence 
  Christina Niemann 
  Melissa Schroeder 
  Chad Christensen 
  Larry Oronzio Jr. 
24th   Cody Block 
  Isaiah Sunday 
26th  Emily Azinger 
  Jared Paarmann 
  Brandon Ketelsen 
27th  Ben Alger 
  Evelyn Dunnegan 
28th  Kelci Anderson 
29th  Cindy Sperry 
  Roger Kaufman 
  Nathan Postell 
  Kayla Wagner 
  Kris Walther 
30th   Mark Henningsen 
  Ronnie Peters 
  Lois Pote 
  Sara Feldpausch 
  Jared Wold 
31st  Weston Maass 
  Jeremy Spain 

Zanyel Barys 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st  Marc & Kelly Thumann 
3rd Mark & Colleen McDevitt 
4th Troy & Tiffany Paarmann 
5th Ken & Judy Hartmann 
6th Charlie & Jordy Daniels 
12th Steven & Karen Theisen 
 Kivian & Theresa Eschbach 
13th Ron & Diane McVey 
14th John & Gina Rockrohr 

 
16th Richard & Marty Block 
18th Scott & Julie Dahl 
20th Wade & Patricia Niemann 
21st Gerald & Sala Knipfer 
25th Adam & Alicia Henningsen 
26th Rick & Brenda Stewart 
27th Robert & Marjorie Paasch 
29th John & Jill Gisel 




