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Grace Ev. Lutheran Church F
415 10th St, PO Box 156 ax.
DeWitt, IA 52742

563-659-9153
563-659-9154
www.gracedewitt.org

~ Church Office Hours
M-Th - 8am to 3 pm
F - 8am to Noon

E S ADVENT WORSHIP
11:00 am & 7:00 pm

L ADVENT WORSHIP

¥ CANTATA - COME AND SEE, GO AND TELL
8:00 am @ Grace Lutheran
%\ 10:00 am @ Immanuel, Grand Mound

CHILDREN'S CHRB%TMAS PROGRAM
:00 pm

e . CANTATA - COME AND SEE, GO AND TELL

CANDELIGHT SERVICE
6:00 pm & 10:00 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 14th @ 3 pm

Rehearsal Schedule
Sunday - December 7th & 14th - 9:15 a.m.

The Children’s Program is at 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 14th. All Children need to
be in Grace Hall by 2:45 p.m.

11:00 am & 7:00 pm i

7:00PM @ Grace Lutheran ¢
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ADVENT TEA

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH
11:45AM (AFTER LATE SERVICE)
GRACE HALL
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA
The Christmas Chorale,
including members of Grace
and Immanuel Lutheran,
Grand Mound  proudly
present, “Come and See,
Go and Tell!” which will be
performed on  Sunday,
December 14th at 8:00 a.m.
at Grace and 10:00 a.m. at
Immanuel - Grand Mound.
Know that this is your King,
born to bring light and salvation to a people lost
in darkness. Once we have seen, we can do
nothing else but go and tell the Good News:
the Savior is born! Plan to join us and let our
new dynamic musical kick off your Christmas
season!




SERVING THIS MONTH:
The Elders: Sunday’s 8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Advent Services 11:00 AM
7:00 PM

Clint Albrecht
Scott Steffens
Scott Steffens
Aaron Meyers &
Lucas Rickertsen

Children’s Program 3:00 PM  Lucas Rickertsen

Christmas Eve 6:00 PM  Aaron Meyers
10:00 PM  Clint Albrecht
Christmas Day 9:00 AM  Paul Kirby
The Organist: Diana Baetke
The Acolytes
December 3rd
7:00 PM Austin Nolin
December 7th
8:00 AM Isaiah Sunday
10:30 AM Zach Yutesler
December 10th
7:00 PM Zane Burzlaff
December 14th
8:.00 AM  Brody Lawrence
10:30 AM  Kennick Meyer
December 17th
7:00 PM  Jaren Nebel
December 21st
8:00 AM  Collin Oliver
10:30 AM  Carter Paarmann
December 24th
6:00 PM  Emmett Rickertsen
10:00 PM  Brynlee Dies
December 25th
9:00 AM  Adelynn Williams
December 28th
8:00 AM  Ryleigh Spain
10:30 AM  Dennis Wold

LWML will be collecting MITES

on Sunday, December 7th. If

you would like to help support
== the LCMS with their mission

projects you can place your
donation inside the box located in the Narthex.
Thank you for your support of LWML and the
missions of the LCMS.

Lutheran Women in

Special Gifts Given Include:
In loving memory of Betty Ketelsen $30 was
given to Grace Camp.

IMPORTANT - Deadline for submitting articles
for the January newsletter is December 15th.

Grace Endowment Fund

With December 31, 2025, approaching, it is a
good time for everyone to review your
financial position and make adjustments in
preparation for Federal and State income
taxes. Charitable contributions can reduce tax
liabilities. The Endowment Committee is asking
everyone to include the Endowment Fund in
their year-end contributions. Each year the En-
dowment Committee receives requests for
funds far exceeding the amount available. If
the Endowment Fund grows, more money be-
comes available for distribution. This fund will
provide income year after year for projects sup-
porting missions, education, youth, worship,
music and capital improvements that help our
church run and grow.

OPENS FRIDAY,-NOV. 28TH
Grace Camp Tree Farm

2675 242ND ST, DEWITT, IA

CHRISTMAYL,

TRELYS

Variety of Pre Cut Available

°

6-8' CanaanFirs $ 60 . CUTYOUR
7-8' FraserFirs $90 = OV
10'+ FraserFirs $125 970

WREATHS AVAILABLE!
24" $30
36" $40

Hours: Friday (Nov 28th Only) - 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Saturday - 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday - 11:00 am to 4:30 pm

Made with PosterMyWall.com



In Memory Of:

Steven Shawn “Steve” Trafford, 51, of
Calamus, lowa, died Saturday, November 8,
2025, in Green County, Missouri.

Steve was born February 10, 1974, in
Maquoketa, lowa, to Gary Dean Trafford and
Wanda Ethel (Moeller) Trafford. He grew up in
Eastern lowa and graduated from Central
DeWitt High School and Hamilton Tech. On
June 5, 2010, he was united in marriage to
Ashlee Renee Edens.

Steve worked for many years as a service
technician with Reliable Communications. Steve
loved motorcycles, helping people, and making
them laugh. He enjoyed doing magic tricks and
spending time with friends and family. He
especially enjoyed handing out challenge coins
to veterans as a way of honoring their service.

Steve is survived by his wife, Ashlee, of
Calamus; his parents, Gary and Wanda Traf-
ford; sisters, Becky (Scott) Kirby and Michele
(JJ) Gruntorad; and 8 nieces and nephews,
along with extended family and friends who will
miss him dearly.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents,
Peggy and Victor Trafford and Arlene and Dan-
iel Wayne Moeller, and his uncle, Lee Trafford

T

Abigail Hartmann, 42, of Clinton, lowa, passed
away Friday, October 31, 2025, in Clinton.

Abigail Nancy Hartmann was born on Thanks-
giving Day, November 25, 1982, in Des Moines,
lowa, to Carmen Ketelsen and Curtis Hartmann.
Abbey was baptized into the Lutheran Faith on
January 23, 1983. Her Godparents were Mitzie
Blanchard and Tammy Shirley. She was
confirmed on March 23, 1997. Abbey graduated
from Central Community Schools in DeWitt in
2001. She attended welding classes at Scott
Community College.

On February 18, 2016, she gave birth to her
wonderful daughter, Avery Jo Hartmann Locey.
Avery was the light of her life. They spent many
hours going for long walks, and going to parks.
She enjoyed finding gifts for Avery, and they en-
joyed window shopping in DeWitt, especially

looking at the “wiggles,” (solar powered dancing
toys). Abbey dearly loved spending time with
her family during family get-togethers, holidays,
and especially thanksgiving. Her favorite
‘birthday cake” was pecan pie. She was a
talented artist and made beautiful paintings for
her daughter.

In 1990, Abbey was diagnosed with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia and received treatment
at Blank Children’s Hospital in Des Moines. She
fought the disease successfully and valiantly for
being only 7 years old. She spent many
summers attending Heart Connection Camp,
where she was able to go up in hot air ballon
rides, do rock climbing and rappelling, and meet
the New Kid’s On The Block. Abbey was very
athletically inclined, and in earlier years enjoyed
many sports, including soccer, track, softball,
and basketball. She loved the Tennessee
Titans, and the lowa Hawkeyes. She loved
doing crafts, and had a knack for repurposing all
sorts of materials. She always believed in
people, and was a huge supporter of her sister,
Becca.

She is survived by her beloved daughter, Avery
Jo; her mother, Carmen Ketelsen of Charlotte,
stepfather, Dennis Gisel of DeWitt, father, Curtis
(Diane) Hartmann; siblings, Christopher
(Hadley) Hartmann of New York City, Maggie
(Joe) Taylor of New York City, Andrew (Lynse)
Gisel of Davenport, Becca Gisel of DeWitt,
Jessica Hartmann, and Maik Kecinski of
Wilmington, Delaware; nephews, William,
James, and Alexander Hartmann, Jace and
Tate Gisel, Jonathan and Julian Taylor, and a
niece, Cecelia Taylor; and maternal grandmoth-
er, Betty Jo Ketelsen of DeWitt; numerous
aunts, uncles, and cousins; and close friend,
Leroy Young. She was preceded in death by
her maternal grandfather, Ronald Ketelsen, and
paternal grandparents, Ray and Lucille
Hartmann; and her fur-baby, Cujo.
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PROVIDING CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR LOCAL
FAMILIES IN NEED SO THEY'LL KNOW THE
JOY THE CHRISTMAS SEASON BRINGS

o> TARE A TAG T0
) .. BLESS A FAMILY

N7 S\ (\EMBER 26 THROUGH DECEMBER 12

1-Take an angel from the tree. Write
your name on the sign-up sheet.
_, 2-Purchase your gift, approximate
) =, value of $25-$40
i i o s 3-Wrap the gift and attach the angel
tag. Place under the Christmas tree
in the foyer.

RETURN GIFT

Toek U

Grace Board of Outreach




Victory Center

NS

December 18th
Victory Center
Cervice Event

Once again, thank you to everyone who
contributed to the meal, helped serve and
prayed for our November service event at the
Victory Center in Clinton. Our next service
event meal will be on December 18th. We are
planning to serve up to 50 people and allow
for seconds. If you haven't volunteered to help
with some part of one of these meals, please
prayerfully consider being involved in some
way. Men are encouraged to join us in this
mission, especially with serving the meal.

Minéstues,

All food needs to be prepared and brought to the
church by 4:00 PM on Thursday, December 18th.

Offering Envelopes for 2026 are available in
the foyer. Please, take a moment following
services to pick up your box. Remember, do
not use these envelopes until January!

If you do not have a box of envelopes and need
them, please contact the church office.

Casserole/Meat Dish
5 Volunteers:
Prepare a misc. meat dish/casserole.

Desserts
3 Volunteers
Prepare a dessert that serves 15 people.

Salads
4 Volunteers
Prepare a dessert that serves 15 people.

Drinks
2 Volunteers
1 Gallon of White Milk
2 Gallons of Chocolate Milk

P

Deliver & Serve
S Volunteers
Needed to help deliver and serve the meal. We
meet at Grace at 4 pm. Meal is served at Spm.

A sign up sheet is located on the Welcome
Center. Please contact Kristy Engelkes at
563-210-2462 or the church office if you have
any questions

J@f The Christmas Season is
?} 17924 approaching. ltis the time of
( fﬂ%@& year when we write out
i Christmas Cards to our

friends and family.  This
year, why not consider writing Christmas

Cards to the residence at Maggie’s House,
Fieldstone and Legacy of the Meadows.

Please take a moment to write a short note or
sentiment on Christmas Cards, your own or
use ones we have provided, sign your first
name (last name is optional). When
completed bring them back to church and
place in the designated basket.

We are asking that these cards be at church
on or before December 14th. This date will
insure that we get the cards where the need
to go in time for Christmas.

Contact the church office if you have any
questions.

We would like to thank you for

your donations to the Referral

Center. Your donations help
those in need in our community...

We appreciate you thinking of

us and thank-you for your continued support of

the center.

Sincerely, Michelle & Staff

Thank you to everyone who participated in
Operation Christmas Child. We were able to fill
80 traditional shoeboxes, 12 online shoeboxes
and collected $1,152.00 in monetary donations to
be used to fund mailing costs and Gospel lesson
materials. As the shoeboxes are now transferred
to drop-off locations and distribution warehouses
and then transported all over the world, please
continue to pray for this mission, the children, the
churches and all those who share their love
through this mission.



The 2026 Altar Flower calendar is now
available on the Welcome Center. Bouquets
can be donated in honor of or in memory of
persons or events. Each bouquet is $30 and
there are two bouquets available each week.
Please sign up for your preferred dates and
place your payment in the secretary's door.
You may purchase one or both bouquets.

We hope that we have flowers every week, but
we know that there are Sundays when the
arrangements have not been spoken for. It is
these Sundays when you will not see arrange-
ments on the altar. To assist the church in
having arrangements every Sunday there is
another way you can help. Donate money to
our flower fund. We will then use the money in
the flower fund, to cover the cost of flowers
when they have not been spoken for.

*** Remember we can only provide flowers when there is
money in this fund. If you do not see flowers on Sunday
that means they were not sign up for and the Flower Fund
does not have money in it.

Greeters Needed

Every Sunday we look forward to welcoming
everyone to worship. Greeters play an important
role in welcoming everyone who comes to
church. As a greeter, you help guests form their
first impression of Grace even before worship

begins.

What is expected of you as a greeter? Greeters
are asked to stand in the foyer, near the church
office, and provide a smile, handshake and a
It is
always a good idea to introduce yourself to those
you do not know, chances are if you don’t them
Consider
introducing yourself along the lines of, “I don'’t

friendly welcome to everyone who enters.

they probably don’t know you.

”

think we've met. I'm ___.

When you show up to greet we ask that you write
your name on the nametags located on the back
We feel this will help
guests and members put a name to those greet-

of the Welcome Center.

ing.

If you would like to sign up to be greeter the

sign-up sheet is located on the Welcome Center.

Donate your used glasses, sunglasses and
reading glasses, to the Lions Club. A collection
box is located in the foyer coat area. These
glasses are picked up by a member of the
Lions and then sent to a facility who will
refurbished for others who may not be able to
afford glasses. (Please, re-member they can
not accept glass cases.)

MILES OF DIMES - Grace Camp was
purchased in 1988. The Miles of Dimes project
was started in 1990 as an effort to help pay for
the facilities which everyone enjoys. There is a
“‘Miles of Dimes” collection jar located on the
Welcome Center. Leave your “dimes” or any
donation you may want to make and your
donation will be used to benefit the camp
facilities. Thank you for your continued
support.
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Every Sunday School year we try to have two
different Missions or Outreach opportunities to
designate the Sunday school offering towards.
Since September we have been collecting
offering for “Praise Him Africa”. This children’s
mission provides Lutheran song books for
African children. For every $5 received in
offering we can send a song book to a child in
Africa.

Offering goal of $500 = 100 books.

As of November 23rd we collected:
$382 = 76 books

The children are looking forward to meeting
their goal to send 100 books. Offering will be
collected through December 14th.

Sunday School Dates to Remember

Sunday, December 14th @ 3:00 pm is the
Children’s Christmas Program.

No Sunday School—December 21st, 28th, &
January 4th
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2" Dylan Spain
Gary Paarmann
Hollie Appleby
Brianne Johnson
Kourtney Stearns

3" Cathy Youngers

5" Dick Broadfoot

6" Stephanie Pillers

7" Brooke Paasch

9™ Jim Owen
Chad Jeffery

10™ Katelyn Edwards

11" Mary Jo Kelly

16" Korah Edwards
Kim Haring
Carolyn Lane
Emilie Butler

17" Judy Hartmann
Rylee Wagner

18" Matthew Diercks

19" Luke Hill
Jill Johnson

20" John Gisel

21%" Dick Kelly
Verlene Reid
Sara Suhr

22" Carol Anderson
David J. Hansen
Steve Butler

24™ Tammy Mickelson
Jason Mork

25" Lauren Walker

27" Lori Olson

28™ Gayle Fuller
Kimberly Burzlaff

29" Kolton Goddard

30™ Madelyn Johnson
Chad Tobey

ANMIVERSAR Y

David & Stephanie Pillers
Dave & Tracy Paarmann

Lucas & Nicole Rickertsen
Donald & Connie Havener

Grace Youth Fundraiser

Order Gift Cards

Great for Gifts or Personal Use

Choose from a wide variety of stores:
Walmart—Kwik Star—Crumble Cookie—Menards—Subway—Wendy’s—
McDonald's—Target—Kohl’s—Walgreens—Dick’s Sporting Goods—JcPenney, etc..

A complete list can be found on the order form located on the Welcome Center.

@ RaiseRight.

Simply the right way to fundraise

Next Order Due on December 7th
Pickup Your Order on December 14th

Youth Christmas

Caroling & Pizza Party
&5 Attention all 6" through 12" graders.
Make plans now to join us Sunday,
December 7" at 4:00 pm for our
annual Caroling, Pizza Party & Gift
Exchange. Please R.S.V.P. to Mr.
msperry@gracedewitt.org by Wednesday,

Please bring a wrapped gift valued between

Sperry at
December 3".
$10 - $15 to participate in the exchange. Feel free to contact
Mr. Sperry if you have any questions.

GRACE LUTHERAN SKI TRIP

Make plans to join us on Sunday, January 25" for an evening
of fun on the slopes. We’re heading to Sundown in Dubuque.
This is open to all Grace members. Costs are: $65 for ski
rental, lift ticket & lesson; $70 for Snowboard rental, lift ticket
& lesson; or $45 for lift ticket only. To register go to https:/
sundownmtn.com and navigate to the “More” Tab across the
top of the page. Next select “Store” on the top bar of options.
From there at the bottom of the next page will be a tile that
says “EZ Groups”, click on that. You will need the following
code to register as part of our group: GLY26. All registrations
and payment must be submitted by Sunday, January 18". Af-
ter that date the site will close and no further registrations will
be accepted.



mailto:msperry@gracedewitt.org

Grace Lutheran Preschool

ﬁﬂc g The three year olds are

feeling the  Christmas
spirit this month! We start
with a Christmas program on
December 3rd at 5:30. Not only are
we learning about Christmas, but
also our feelings. Our Bible stories
all align with the birth of Jesus! We
will be having a birthday party to
celebrate his birth before winter
break begins.

December! This month the

4s will continue to learn
more letters, letter sounds, practice
writing our names, and continue
with counting practice. We will also
be learning about Gingerbread. We
will be wrapping up our unit on
colors and can't wait to celebrate
Christmas.

,%’S We can’t believe it's already
L™

The 3’s and 4’s Preschool class will
be having their Christmas Program
on Wednesday, December 3rd.
They will be spreading Christmas
joy as they sing to their family and
friends.

The Preschool Board, Staff, and
Students would like to thank
everyone who purchased a
Sweetheart Bakery Cookie Kit or
made a donation to the fundraiser.
We are blessed to have such
wonderful  supporters of the
Preschool.

Referral Center Donations
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More information will
be coming out soon.

veur

Looking for cards? We recently added Christmas Cards.
There is also a variety of sympathy, thinking of you, get
well, birthday cards, and much more available for
purchase next to the Welcome Center. Please take a
moment to see the wide assortment of cards and napkins.
displayed in the foyer.

Church Office Hours December/January

M-Th 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Fr 8:00 am to Noon

Office will be closed on:
December 24th, 25th, 26th & 31st
January 1st & 2nd

We will continue to collect monthly donations for the Referral Center as the need is great. The

referral center can always use kid friendly cereal,

instant potatoes, canned soup, toilet

paper, canned vegetables, peanut butter, and Hamburger Helper. All donations can be left in the

shopping cart located in the foyer.



Grace Ev. Lutheran Church - December 2025

10:30am Traditional Worship

Office Closed

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

30 1 2 3 4 5 6
8:00am Traditional Worship w/Comm 1:00pm 500 Card Club 11:00am Advent Worship 9:00am Tops Meeting
10:30am Traditional Worship w/Comm  |6:00pm Discipleship Mtg 5:30pm Confirmation 9:30am Stay Active Senior

6:00pm Preschool Board 5:30pm Preschool Christmas |Exercise Group

6:30pm Elders Meeting Program

7:00pm Advent Worship

7 8 9 10 1 12 13
"Mites" Sunday 7:00am Finance Meeting Preschool Yoga in Grace Hall Hall Rented
8:00am Traditional Worship w/Comm 9:00am Sewing Ladies 9:00am Tops Meeting 9:00am
9:15am Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 11:00am Advent Worship 9:30am Stay Active Senior Cantata
10:30am Traditional Worship w/Comm 5:30pm Confirmation Exercise Group Rehearsal
11:45am Advent Tea 7:00pm Advent Worship
2:00pm CLUB345 Christmas Celebration 8:00pm Cantata Rehearsal @
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:00am Cantata Newsletter Deadline 6:30pm Camp 5:30pm Confirmation 9:00am Tops Meeting in
9:15am Sunday School/Adult Bible Class [1:00pm 500 Card Club  |Board Meeting 7:00pm Cantata Grace Hall
10:00am Cantata @ Immanuel, Grand  |7:00pm Youth Board 9:30am Stay Active Senior
Mound Meeting Exercise Group
10:30am Traditional Worship 4:00pm Victory Center Ser-
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:00am Traditional Worship w/Comm  |No Preschool No Preschool No Preschool/Office Closed  [No Preschool/Office Closed  |No Preschool/

6:30pm Board of 6:00pm Christmas Eve 9:00am Christmas Worship  |Office Closed

Christian Education Worship Office Closed

10:00pm Christmas Eve

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
8:00am Traditional Worship No Preschool No Preschool No Preschool/Office Closed |No Preschool/Office Closed  |No Preschool/




