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Dear Redeemed and Loved Saints of Grace!
“When God asks us”

The last few months we talked about prayer. Specifically last month on following the example
of Jesus. He is the one who teaches us the how’s and the why’s.

But what about when God asks us? Matthew 7:7 says “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find, knock, and it will be opened to you.”

Jesus has the responsibility to show us that He, God, is a gracious Father. One who
desires to meet our needs. But not our wants. Giving above and beyond what we
deserve.

What stops us?

Hesitancy and related questions: Doesn’t God already know what | need?

Tricked: Matthew 7:9 “Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone?”

Overcoming Hesitancy!
Understanding the why: God commands you to ask, so that He may shower you with His
generosity. He gives; we receive. That is the relationship that God has set before us. Every

time we ask for what we need.

Showing our trust: “| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” We
acknowledge our dependency in God for all that we have.

In the Service of Jesus,
Pastor Eric

Mark Your Calendar

April 1st—Day Camp Registration begins at 7 pm April 17th—Victory Center Meal @ 4pm

April 2nd & 9th—Worship—11 am & 7 pm ‘ Maundy Thursday Worship @ 7 pm
April 4th—Hurts Donut Fundraiser Begins April 18th—Good Friday Worship—@ 7 pm

April 13th—Palm Sunday Worship-8:30 am & 10:30 am April 20th—Easter Sunday Worship
Pancake Breakfast—8:30 am—10:00 am @8am&10am




SERVING THIS MONTH: H H
The Elders: WorSh'p w’th US!
Sunday’s 8:00 AM  Duane Hansen
10:30 AM  Scott Havener Lenten WOl‘Ship
Wednesday 11:00 AM  Scott Steffens April 2nd’ gth
7:00 PM  Clint Albrecht & 11:00 am & 7:00 pm
Aaron Meyers
Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM  Scott Steffens
Good Friday 7:00 PM  Clint Albrecht Palm Sunday
Easter Sunday 8:00AM  Duane Hansen & April 13th
Paul Kirby 8:00 am & 10:30 am
10:00 AM Scott Havener Procession of Palms &
The Organist: Diana Baetke Sunday S(?hopl Children
The Acolytes Singing
April 2nd
7:00 PM Adalynn Williams
April 6th April 17th @ 7:00 pm  fi
8:00AM  Peyton Goddard Worship with Communion .‘L '
10:30 AM Katie Grantz Striping of the Altar NC=os
April 9th
7:00 PM Gavin Krukow .
April 13th GOOd Friday
8:00AM  Trevor McMahon & April 1\8;1’ @%7'00 pm
Hudson Meyers OTSIp
10:30 AM  Amelia Rickertsen &
Porter Vopatek Easter Sund
. aster dsundaa
AE0PM. Kiley Albrech April 20th ’
7. inle recht
Aoril 1t Y 8:00 & 10:00 am
700PM  Zanyel Barys Worship with Communion
A e o Bit & LENTEN MEAL SCHEDULE
Brady Dies Wednesday’s @ 5:30 p.m.
10:30 AM  Cade Coverse & Free Will Donation
Kitt Converse o . _
April 27th April 27 - Board of Finance & Trustees —Taco in a Bag
8:00 AM  Leo Hill April 9t - Board of Christian Ed — Hot Dogs and Brats
10:30 AM  Ava Johnson
A\ . , Palm Sunday April 13th
/ \>\ Reminder! There is no Pancake Breakfast

Sunday School or Adult
Bible Study on Easter
Sunday.

m,

2\

\'ﬁ

8:30 to 10:00 am

Hosted by Grace
Lutheran Youth




The 2025 Altar Flower calendar is now available on
the Welcome Center. Bouquets can be donated in hon-
or of or in memory of persons or events. Each bouquet is
$30 and there are two bouquets available each week.
Please sign up for your preferred dates and place your
payment in the secretary‘s door. You may purchase one
or both bouquets.

The following Altar Bouquet dates are available:
May 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
July 6th, 27th
August 24th
September 21st, 28th
October 5th, 12th, 19th
November 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
December 14th, 28th.

We hope that we have flowers every week, but we know
that there are Sundays when the arrangements have not
been spoken for. It is these Sundays when you will not
see arrangements on the altar. To assist the church in
having arrangements every Sunday there is another way
you can help. Donate money to our flower fund. We will
then use the money in the flower fund, to cover the cost
of flowers when they have not been spoken
for.

*** Remember_we can only provide flowers
when there is money in this fund. If you do
not see flowers on a Sunday flowers were
not spoken for and the Flower Fund does not
have money in it.

Grace Lutheran
April Voter’s Meeting
Monday, April 14th @ 7:00 pm

Reports from Boards
Approval of Preschool Budget
for 25/26

Pastor Eric wishes to keep you all in
prayer. Please contact him when
there is hospitalization, death in your
family, you would like him to visit, or
you have recently become
homebound. Thank youl!

Referral Center Donations

We continue to collect monthly do-
nations for the
Referral Center as the need is
great. The referral center can al-
ways use pasta, Hamburger Help-
er, kid friendly cereal, condiments,
and toothpaste. All
donations can be left in the shop-
ping cart located in the foyer.

LWML will be collecting MITES on
Sunday, April 6th. If you would like
to help support the LCMS with
their mission projects you can
place your donation inside the box
located in the Narthex or leave a
marked donation in the offering
plate. Thank you for your support
of LWML and the missions of the
LCMS.

Saturday, April 27

The ﬂW (erfer
Check-in: 8:15 AM
Walk Begins: 9:00 AM

Vom

MEET @ The Pregnancy Center |
v

240 N. Bluff Blvd in Clinton

QUESTIONS? BT
1.563.242.6628 [N




Victory Center

April 27th - Victory Center Service Event

Once again, thank you to everyone who contributed to the meal, helped serve and prayed for our
s March service event at the Victory Center in Clinton. Our next service event meal will be on April
17th. We are pIanmng to serve up to 40 people and allow for seconds. If you haven't volunteered to help with some part
of one of these meals, please prayerfully consider being involved in some way. Men are encouraged to join us in this

mission, especially with serving the meal.

Meat Dish/Casserole 2 Volunteers: 3 Volunteers
5 Volunteers 1 gallon of white milk Prepare a dessert that serves
Crock pot or 9X13 pan o 2 gallons of chocolate milk
\_ J
4 - )
Salads Deliver & Serve
4 Volunteers 5 Volunteers
Prepare a salad Needed to help deliver and serve the meal. We meet at Grace at
that serves 15 people. 4 pm. Meal is served at Spm.
\. J

ARE YOU A STUDENT GRADUATING?

What an important step in your life! We would
like to honor you by printing your name in our
May newsletter. If you are receiving a high
school, college, or post-graduate degree, give
us a call at 659-9153, before April 15th. We
would also like a picture of all graduates to
place on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Greeters and Ushers are Needed
Greeters are needed to help welcome members
and guests before worship services.

Ushers are needed to assist the Elders
during worship services.

Please, look at the sign-up sheet on the
Welcome center and sign up for a date that
works for you.

Ushers & Greeters

¥E. e

It is time to renew our subscription for the
Lutheran Witness. THE LUTHERAN WITNESS
is an inspirational monthly magazine featuring
synodical news. Lutheran reports from around
the world, eye-opening theology and more!

The subscription rate is $20.65 per year. If you
would like to subscribe to the Lutheran
Witness, or if you already subscribe and wish to
renew your subscription, please contact the
church office by April 30th. Payment may be
dropped off or mailed to the church office at PO
Box 156, DeWitt, IA 52742.

Looking for cards? There are a variety
cards, including Easter, and napkins
available for purchase next to the Welcome
Center. Please take a moment to see the wide
assortment of cards displayed in the foyer.

\\\

Mark Sperry, DCE
563-321-0674
msperry@gracedewitt.org

Mark’s Office Hours
M-Th - 7:00 am to 1:00 pm

Pastor Eric Obermann
563-321-0032
pastoreric@gracedewitt.org

Kerry Good
kgood@gracedewitt.org

Grace Lutheran Camp
2675 242nd St, P.O. Box 156
DeWitt, IA 52742-0156

Camp Reservations
camprentals@gracedewitt.org
319-230-7718

Grace Lutheran Preschool
PH: 563-659-9193

Preschool Teacher/Director
Christine Greve
preschool@gracedewitt.org




@' 3, 2, 1, The Threes are The Preschool held a Stem Night. Over 40

5 blasting off into space this were in attendance and enjoyed building

W N w month! Earth Day with clothes pins and popsicle sticks,

W* ¥ is April 22nd and we will be making paper air plans, using blocks to cre-

GraceLutheranpreschool |egrning ways to help the world we ate pattern pictures, and doing sink or float

live in. We will celebrate Jesus rising from his activities.

tomb with our Easter party! Our Bible stories this ) ,

month are about Jesus returning, a short man, The Preschool Staff is busy planning the

the True King and a net full of fish. Muffins with Mom event, working on Hurts

Fundraiser, and continues to plan all the

about the rain, bugs, rainbows, and

flowers. We continue to work on our

letters, letter sounds, numbers, and
counting to 100.

%’S Spring is here! We are excited to learn end of year activities.

voter’s approval.

Sale April 4th - Wed, April 16th
Pickup is May 9th - 2 to 6pm

PER
Fritter

Proceeds will go toward purchasing 4s Math Manipulitives
and 3s Center Activities.

Make Checks Payable to Grace Preschool

FOR MORE INFORMATION

PLEASE CONTACT Ms. Christine (563-659-9193) or

the church office (563-659-9153) for more information.
Made with PosterMyWall.com

Please, remember Monday, April 14th is
the Voter's Meeting. Preschool will be
presenting the 25/26 Preschool Budget for



Registration
Opens

Day Camp Schedule 2025 2 7_:’:;
Camps Cost $15 - One Registration Per Ca e
Register online at www.gracedwitt.org
Register for Grade Going Into

Grades 1st-3rd Grades 4th-6th  Little Kids Camp

Cooking - June 10th Cooking - June 12th "Bugs, Bugs, Bugs" - June 19th
9to12pmor1to4pm 9to12pmor1to4pm 9t0 12 pm
@ Grace Church @ Grace Church @ Grace Camp

Open to 4 & 5 Year olds and
Arts & Crafts - June 17th Arts & Crafts -June17th . o ' o.mtoi2pm. Register

9t0 12 pm 1to4 pm by June sth (Each child
@ Grace Camp @ Grace Camp registered must have a helper - at
least 12 years old to attend)
Fishing - for 1st -6th Grade Flip, crawl, and fly on over for a
June 11th or June 18th -9to0 12 pm fun time. We will enjoy crafts

games and songs as we learn
@ Grace Camp about bugs

Grace, @E{I}j}) . www.gracedewitt.org

2675 242nd St, De Witt, IA . 563.659-9153




Randy’s ROUNDUP

Grace Lutheran Youth will be the charity of the
week for Randy’s Roundup from March 31 — April
6™. If you shop at Randy’s during that timeframe,
please consider rounding up your order total to help
send our 16 youth and 5 adults to New Orleans in
July.

VBS 2025— WONDER JUNCTION

This year’s program is scheduled for Sunday, June
22" — Thursday, June 26" in the evenings out at
Grace Camp. A light meal will be served from 5:00
pm — 5:30 pm. The program will run each evening
from 5:45 pm — 8:00 pm. Check out the bulletin
board for ways you can get involved. Registration
will open on May 1%,

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SET-UP

Attention all Jr. & Sr. High Youth and their
families. Set-up for the annual Pancake Breakfast
will be Saturday, April 12" @ 10:00 am. Please be
here that morning to help with set-up, decorating,
etc. Please bring your
donation item with you at that time.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

The annual Pancake Breakfast will be held on
Palm Sunday, April 13", Serving is from 8:30
am — 10:00 am. Please join us for a delicious
meal and a chance to fellowship with the other
members here at Grace. Proceeds from the
breakfast are used for future Youth Ministry
events.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH NIGHT

Our next Youth Night will be held of April 27™
from 4:00 pm — 5:30 pm at the G*Y*M Building
at Grace Camp. Invite a friend and join us for
a fun time. Part of our time will be spent
helping to clean-up around Grace Camp to get
ready for the Summer season. RSVP to Mr.
Sperry at msperry@gracedewitt.org.

ENDURE

We had our second pre-gathering Bible study
and team building meeting at the end of March.
We have our flight schedules figured out and
are waiting to hear which hotel will serve as
our home for the five days this July. Please
continue to keep the 16 youth and 5 adults
who will be attending this event in your pray-
ers.

SUMMER CAMP

The dates for this year's Summer Camp
are July 28™-30". The theme is One Way
and our theme verse is John 14:6 — Jesus
answered, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me.” We can always use vol-
unteers, so please consider helping out to
make this annual event the very best it can
be. Summer Camp is for children entering
2" _ 8™ grades for the 2025-2026 school
year. Students entering 9" grade and
above are encouraged to apply to serve as
a Counselor. Registration will open on
June 1% @ 7:00 pm.

IMPORTANT - Deadline for
submitting articles for the May
Newsletter is April 15th.

CAMP CLEAN UP DAY
Work for all ages:
Pick Up Sticks
Rake Leaves
Tend to Garden Beds
Wipe Off Benches
Tend to Garbage Cans
and much more

wae win poseniya MANY Hands Make For Easy Work!



SUMMER CAMP

AN 2 0 2 5

A COUNSELORS

WAY
SUMMER CAMP 2025 APPLY TOBE ACAMP COUNSELOR

9TH - COLLEGE

To apply as a counselor, please follow the following steps:

1. Obtain an application form from Mark Sperry. You can either pick it up at the
church, or one can be emailed to you.

2. Submit completed application to msperry@gracedewitt.org.

3. Once application is approved, you will be contacted and can then go to
www.gracedewitt.org to get registered.

CONTACT MARK SPERRY WITH QUESTIONS
EMAIL: MSPERRY@GRACEDEWITT.ORG CALL: 563-659-9153
Made with PosterMyWall.com



Elder’s Note to the Congregation:

What does the Board of Elders do?

The Board of Elders, acts as assistants to the Pastoral office, they concern themselves with the
spiritual life of the congregation, supervision of public worship, spiritual care of the congregation,
church discipline, and care for the wellness of the Called Leadership Team and their families.

Who is your Elder?

As the new year has begun so has the new Board of Elders. Due to the changes on our Board we
have adjusted our Elder zones. Below you will find a copy of the current 2025 Elder Zone list. If you
have any concerns or questions, please feel to reach out to your Elder they will be happy to assist.

2025 Elders Zone List

11/4/2013
Zone Elder/Phone email Zone Beginning
Family Name
01 |scott Steffens (563-357-2364) _lsteffens808@gmail.com Ackerman
02  |Aaron Meyers (563-212-0230)  |aaronmeyers1980@yahoo.com |Burken
03  |Paul Kirby (563-659-36970r
563-343-0289) pskirby2@gmail.com Garrity
04  |Duane Hansen (309-229-9809) |hansenda2@gmail.com Henningsen
05 Jon Betz (563-212-9125) psoas22@hotmail.com Kirby
06  |Scott Havener (563-357-2530) |shavener@mediacombb.net Mickelson
07  |Alan Ruggeberg (563-219-2528) |arug@iowatelecom.net Paasch
08  |Clint Albrecht (563-940-1982) clintalb@gmail.com Schoening
09 Lucas Rickertsen (402-980-2538) [rickertsens@gmail.com Theisen
%
1t Vaughn Vopatek {8" Abigail Swanson
2" Patrick Soesby 20"  Chloe Engelkes
4™ Alayna Wegener 24™  Hudson Meyers
5" Steven McWilliams Donna Steward
Gavin Walker 25"  Jeremy Goddard
6" Denise Wagner-Mommsen Brittney Hughes . _
7" Adalyn Appleby Hannah Sunday 2~ Jon & Barb Billhorn
Susan Stevens 26"  Diane Bousselot 4 Ea“(; & ksgnj" K“.:PV Thied
" Brittany Paasch Mark Peters - Lre rick & Jenniter 1hiede
th : th ; auren & Jeanne Hansen
9 Devin Wagner 27 Fred Smith ot Cli :
th . . . int & Katie Albrecht
11th Jasqn S_paln Nlcqle Rlcke.rtsen 12" Jered & Laurie Birt
12th David Pillers Carissa Spain 17" Chris & Kelly Lawrence
13 Ken Hartmann Zach Yutesler 20"  David & Barbara Wold
Cindy Burke 28"  Amirya Barys 25" Jim & Susan Williams
15™  Barbara Mork Denise Smith 27" Larry & Barbara Mork
16™  Yana Sperry Donald Havener 28™  Alan & Monica Ruggeberg
17"  Alan Ruggeberg 30" Barb Rands

Mark Jacobsen

JoAnn Jeffery


mailto:steffens808@gmail.com
mailto:aaronmeyers1980@yahoo.com
mailto:pskirby2@gmail.com
mailto:psoas22@hotmail.com
mailto:shavener@mediacombb.net
mailto:arug@iowatelecom.net
mailto:clintalb@gmail.com

In March we started honoring the 100 years of
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church history through remem-
bering everything that had to take place to start
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church. We ended with the

< first service ever held in DeWitt. But that is not all
) %,W 7 as Mrs. Vernie Tralau, church history article goes
r MG 1 ther

The Rev. L. Eschbach was given a call to replace
Pastor Lothringer and became pastor of Calamus and Grand Mound and also Mission
Pastor at DeWitt. He served from 1915-1937, when he retired from the ministry. While
he was pastor in this area in 1917, a group of nine young people from the DeWitt
vicinity met in the Grand Mound parsonage to organize a young people’s society.
Pastor Eschbach prepared a constitution for the society, “Lutheran league”, was
approved. The first meeting was held in the Gustave Jaeger home, in February of
1917. Pastor Eschbach gave much credit to these young members who gave
unselfishly of their time for collecting necessary funds, ushering, and teaching
Sunday School, which finally led to the organizing of Grace congregation.

In later years the League became officially associated with the International Walther
League and ganged its name to “Walter League”. This organization was partially
responsible for organizing a Sunday School. The earlies records regarding Sunday
school are from the minutes of the League meeting held June 14, 1018.

In 1917, seven ladies of the DeWitt mission met and organized a Ladies Aid. This
was first known as Der Evagelisch-Lutherischen Concordia Frauenverein Zu, DeWitt,
lowa. Meetings were conducted bother in German and English.

As time went on both the Ladies Aid and Walther League became very active with
their small number of members. The Mission Board of lowa District East, Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod, could no longer overlook the terrific power these two
organizations had (with the help of God). They decided a Missionary must be put in
their midst. In the year of 1924, Rev. W. P. Schroeder, a Missionary working in
Canada was called to DeWitt. He accepted the call and arrived in the summer of
1924. With this new arrangement, the congregations of Grand Mound and Calamus
were relieved of their obligations, which they had voluntarily assumed as sponsors of
the Mission. The group at DeWitt would now become a charge of the District Mission
Board of lowa. Pastor Schroeder wend about his duties, gaining souls for Christ, and
in the year 1925, twenty-one male members of the group gathered together and
official organized what is now “Grace Lutheran Church”. A constitution was drawn up
by the pastor and some of the members. The name “Grace Evangelical Lutheran” was
given to our church.

Both German and English languages were used in the church services. The first
confirmation service was held in 1925.



STO 7PM

Join us for a fun filled family night out. Games, bounce
houses, face painting, food, and shaved ice.
Everything is free. Everyone is welcome!

For more info: (563) 659-9153 | Visit us: www.gracedewitt.org




Grace Lutheran Church - April 2025

10:30am Traditional Worship
4:00pm Middle School (6th-8th) Youth Night

7:00pm Glory Bound Choir
7:00pm High School Bible
Study

7:00pm Wednesday Worship

Exercise Group

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

30 3 1 2 3 4 5
Hall Rental 11:00am Lent Worship 9:00am Tops Meeting
8:00am Traditional Worship w/Communion 5:30pm Confirmation - 6th &  [9:30am Stay Active Senior
9:15am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 7th Grade Exercise Group
10:30am Traditional Worship w/Communion 5:30pm Lenten Meal - Taco in
2:00pm Middle School (6th-8th) Activity aBag
5:00pm LCMSYG2025 Team Building #2 7:00pm Lent Worship

7:45pm Glory Bound Choir
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
"Mites" Sunday 1:00pm 500 Card Club 7:00am Finance Board Meet- |11:00am Lent Worship 9:00am Tops Meeting 10:00am Pancake Breakfast
8:00am Traditional Worship w/Communion 6:00pm Board of Discipleship |ing 5:30pm Confirmation - 6th &  [9:30am Stay Active Senior Set-Up
9:15am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 6:00pm Preschool Board 7th Grade Exercise Group
10:30am Traditional Worship w/Communion Meeting 5:30pm Lenten Meal - Brats/  |1:30pm Service @ Maggie's
2:00pm CLUB345 6:30pm Elders Meeting Hot Dogs House

7:00pm Lenten Worship

7:45pm Glory Bound Choir
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
PALM SUNDAY 7:00pm Voter's Meeting Newsletter Deadline 9:00am Sewing Ladies 9:00am Tops Meeting No Preschool
8:00am Traditional Worship 6:30pm Camp Board Meeting |7:00pm Glory Bound Choir 9:30am Stay Active Senior 7:00pm Good Friday Worship
8:30am Pancake Breakfast 7:00pm High School Bible Exercise Group
9:15am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study Study 4:00pm Victory Center Service
10:30am Traditional Worship Event

7:00pm Maundy Thursday
Worship

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
EASTER Office Closed 10:30am Service @ Fieldstone [9:00am Tops Meeting Office Closed
8:00am Easter Worship w/Communion 1:00pm 500 Card Club 5:30pm Confirmation - 6th &  [9:30am Stay Active Senior  |Yoga Friday - Preschool
10:00am Easter Worship w/Communion 7:00pm Youth Board Meeting 7th Grade Exercise Group

7:00pm Glory Bound Choir

7:00pm High School Bible

Study
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
8:00am Traditional Worship 6:30pm Board of Christian 5:30pm Confirmation - 6th &  [9:00am Tops Meeting
9:15am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study Education 7th Grade 9:30am Stay Active Senior




