GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

415 10" Street ~ DeWitt, lowa 52742 - Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org
+ The Order of Service +

Midweek Advent Service #2
December 10, 2025 — 11:00 am & 7:00 pm

WELCOME GUESTS! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this
morning. Please come and worship with us again!

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 4, beginning on page 203 in the Lutheran Service Book.

The Preservice Music A Time for Meditation
The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles

The Ringing of the Bell

Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz

Opening Hymn #359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

1 Lo, how a rose €’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2 lIsaiah ’'twas foretold it,
The rose | have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God'’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor

The darkness ev'rywhere.
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True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev'ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,
Who felt our human woe;
O Sawvior, King of glory,
Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theo , alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): Gel cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C

Invocation

[P In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(8§ Amen.

Lighting of The Advent Wreath (the wreath is lit by the acolyte)

[P) There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

d The Spirit of the LORD shall rest on Him.

P)He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”

P)In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples---of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place
shall be glorious.

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts! Let Your face shine, that
we may be saved!

Confession and Absolution

) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

(@ Who made heaven and earth.

®P)If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P)Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
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prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

8§ Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P]Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

(84 Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Ps. 105:4-8; antiphon: Is. 40:3b

) In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

[P) Seek the Lord and his strength;

Seek his presence continually!

(P) Remember the wondrous works that he has done,

His miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

P) O offspring of Abraham, his servant,

Children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

(P) He is the Lord our God;

His jJudgments are in all the earth.

(P) He remembers his covenant forever,

The word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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P) In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
d And also with you.

(P)Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

(8§ Amen.

Old Testament Reading Psalm147:7-18
Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on the lyre!
He covers the heavens with clouds;

he prepares rain for the earth;

he makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the | beasts their food,

and to the young ravens that cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse,

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,
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but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,

in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
He makes peace in your borders;
he fills you with the finest of the wheat.
He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
He gives | snow like wool;
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?
He sends out his word, and melts them;

he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.

(A) This is the Word of the Lord.
¥ Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

(¥ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Holy Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew
from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When
he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the
day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and
buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We
have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them
here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass,
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they
all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

Sit

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life -}« everlasting. Amen.

Hymn v 1-2, 4-6 #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow'’r to save,
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave. Refrain



5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

Sermon “No More Desolate Places”
Psalm 147:11

Prayer

Offering

Lord's Prayer

@ Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
(P)Let us bless the Lord.
8 Thanks be to God.

P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and I~ give you peace.

[(§ Amen.



Closing Hymn #919 “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

3 Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;

Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.

5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

6 Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
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