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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
415 10th Street ~ DeWitt, Iowa 52742 - Church: 563-659-9153 ~ www.gracedewitt.org 

 

+ The Order of Service + 
 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 11, 2026 - 8:00 a.m. 

 

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are delighted to have you join us for worship this 
morning; please take a moment to sign one of our attendance cards.  Please 
come and worship with us again. 

 

We are following the Divine Service, Setting 1, beginning on page 151 in the Lutheran Service Book. 
 

The Preservice Music  A Time for Meditation 
 

The Prelude and Lighting of the Candles 
 

The Ringing of the Bell   
 

The Words of Welcome by Pastor Merle Warnsholz  
 

Opening Hymn #818 “In Thee is Gladness” 
1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 
Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 
    By Thee are given 
    The gifts of heaven, 
Thou the true Redeemer art. 
    Our souls Thou wakest, 
    Our bonds Thou breakest; 
    Who trusts Thee surely 
    Has built securely; 
He stands forever: Alleluia! 
    Our hearts are pining 
    To see Thy shining, 
    Dying or living 
    To Thee are cleaving; 
Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 
 

http://www.gracedewitt.org/
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2 Since He is ours, 
    We fear no powers, 
Not of earth nor sin nor death. 
    He sees and blesses 
    In worst distresses; 
He can change them with a breath. 
    Wherefore the story 
    Tell of His glory 
    With hearts and voices; 
    All heav’n rejoices 
In Him forever: Alleluia! 
    We shout for gladness, 
    Triumph o’er sadness, 
    Love Him and praise Him 
    And still shall raise Him 
Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. - Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit                                         Is. 61:10; antiphon: Ps. 146:2 

P I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

P I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 

C My soul shall exult in my God, 

P For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

C He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

P As a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress,   

C And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise - eee                          Gloria in Excelsis 

C Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your 
glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 
of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 
prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
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Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 P Let us pray. 

P Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal 
with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness 
of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6-9 
 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 

And he will swallow up on this mountain 

the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

the veil that is spread over all nations. 

He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 

earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 
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save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir Anthem                                “This Is the Day” 
 

Gradual 

A He will command his angels concerning you 

C To guard you in all your ways. 

A Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

C And all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:4-13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned 

and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived 
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your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you 

had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I 

have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how 

to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                     Matthew 22:1-14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,  

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who 

were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again 

he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I 
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have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 

But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to 

his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them 

shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his 

troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then 

he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those 

invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite 

to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went 

out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 

good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a 

man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how 

did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 

speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few 

are chosen.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Children’s Message 
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Hymn of the Day                   #973 “Thy Word is a Lamp”  

ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
   And a light unto my path. 
   Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
   And a light unto my path. 
 

1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 
 

2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

 
Text: Amy Grant, 1960 - Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845 

 

Sermon                                     "How is Your Life?" 
Isaiah 25:6-9 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and life T everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn                    #955 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
1 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us 
A foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 - Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001845 

 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
    Each petition concludes   

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;     
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” 
1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise 

With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease, 
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace. 

 

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day. 
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night; 
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light. 
From harm and danger keep Thy children free; 
For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 

 

4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 

 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93 - Text: Public domain 
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