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When building path 
networks, we need 
to think about:

• Who needs to get 
around?

• Where do they 
want to go?

• What parts of the 
networks are the 
biggest 
deterrents?

What do the users 

say are the scariest 

parts of the 
network? 
Parents often talk 

about crossings

One regional survey 
in Queensland found 
people wanted to 
get to parks 
followed by schools 
and places for 
recreational riding

Are they 
• Children
• Older people, 

• Bike riders 
travelling long 
distances

“I’d never let my kids cross here on 
their own, it’s just too dangerous”

Where pathway users are given priority across a 
road using regulatory Give Way or Stop signs and 
line marking, it is referred to as a priority crossing.
(Raised Priority Crossings for Pedestrian and Cycle Paths, 

TMR, 2019)

(What we are trying to do)
(Criteria to work out if it’s safe)

Safe Systems 
Principles

Safe Systems Outcomes
Crashes don’t result in serious 

injuries or deaths

• Functional
• Homogeneous Speeds
• Predictable
• State of Awareness
• Forgiving

Assumes humans 
make mistakes
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