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What is Universal Design? 

Universal design is design that’s 
usable by all people, to the 
greatest extent possible, 
without the need for adaptation 
or specialized design.

–Ron Mace, 1985



What is UDL? And why use it?

Promote Agency

Don’t react to 
accommodations, 
anticipate barriers 
that might occur

Students feel more 
positive and connected 

to course content

Help students hone 
skills that transcend 
your specific course, 
and prepare them 

for careers

Remove Barriers Improve 
Engagement



UDL 
Guidelines

Check CAST for Guidelines

Review the UDL On Campus 
tool to see how colleagues at 
other scholars are enacting 
UDL

Use “Protocols” from Critical 
Design Lab
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UDL is NOT A Perfect Checklist

What would happen instead–
instead of trying to smooth out 
disability, we instead developed 
the capacity to acknowledge 
and appreciate the friction of 
it?

–Liz Jackson, 2019
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UDL Requires Interdependence

Collaborative 
Syllabus

Periodic 
Surveys

Learn from 
Colleagues

Mutual Aid
Let Students 

Lead
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