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+] These images show tha progression of Jared Davis, CPF, GCF's, "Why
So Serious?™, a likeness of the late Heath Ledger's “The Dark Knight"
Joker character canved into matboand. For the design, Davis used Adobe
Photoshop to ) modify a color photo of Ledger and & convert it 1o black-
and-whitz. & Ha then used CorslDRAW to vectorize the black-and-white
image and prepara it for design and cutting with GUNMAR Internatonal’s
SPT32 mat-deskgn software and GUNNAR F1 CME, ¥ cut the image on
the CMC using three layers of matboard and & framed the design with
another shot of Ledger from one of “The Dark Kright's™ movie posters,

any exciang new prod-

ucts and services for the

art-and-framing indus-
ry were showcased ar DECOR
Expo Atlanta in September, but
one of the biggest amention-
grabbersundoubtedly came from
Jared Davis, CPF, GCF, whose
artworks featuring likenesses of
famous stars cut from mats drew
many visitors to GUNNAR In-
ternational’s booth at the show.

One of the works featured was
a stunning likeness of the late
actor Heath Ledger in his much-
lauded final performance as The
Joker in 2008% hit Batman Alm
“The Dark Knight." “The movie
was not just 2 memorable film,
but also marked the sad passing
of a young, talented Australian
actor,” Davis says.

For the |aruiq;r;1,, Davis, a resi-
dent of Brisbane, Australia, used
his skills and expertise in com-
puterized mat cutting to carve
an image of Ledger out of mat-

board, which he ttled *Why 5o
Serious?”

“The design was created as an
eye-catching piece for our show-
room, and the intent was to cre-
ate an original and recognizable
piece of art using mathoard as a
imedium,” Davis SAVE, “To create
this carved matboard design, |
used my combined knowledge of
Adobe Photoshop, Corel DRAW
and GUNMNAR Internatonals
SPT32 mat-design software o
eventually carve the design out
of three separate layers of mat-
board, using the GUNNAR FI1
CMCT

[Yavis says cutting and assem-
bling the design ook much less
time than the long process of cre-
ating the cut file for the GUMN-
NAR software. He started by
ur|:1|,'|_-]1-[|,|;Lti'.r.i|1g amd |11|:u]it':,'i.nl_r
the image in Adobe Photoshop.
Beginning with a color photo of
Ledgers Joker for inspiration,
Diavis spent time considering the

layering elements (what had o be the
tap mat, what had to be the middle
mat and what had o be the bottom
mat), used poctic hicense to discard
the elements of the image that were
not required and L;q-pl the ru_-quirud,
recognizable elements. After a few
hours of this process, Davis arrived at
a cleaner, black-and-white, rendered
image, which he then vectorized in
Corel DEAW,

“Once the image was vectorized, |
needed to spend a significant amount
of tme cleaning up the individual con-
tral points for each cut line in Corel-
DRAW 1o ensure the image would be
interpreted properly and would cur
smoothly on the GUNNAR CMC
after being cut and pasted into the
GUNNAR SPT32 software,” Davis
says. “This was the most dme-con-
suming part of the whole process.™

For the overall frame design, Davis
used Bainbridge Artcare 8260 lec
White for the top and bottom mats
because of its hri!:hr. stark whiteness,
and used a spliced combination of
Bainbridge Artcare 8415 Riveria Red
and 8517 Ivory Black tor the middle
layer. The Riveria Red mat equally
matched the contrast of the Nielsen
metallic Vivid 117-227 Tomato Red
moulding profile used tor the frame.

After the triple-layered mar design
wascutinthe GUNNARF1CMCand
assembled, Davis manually trimmed
the excess borders off the assembled
package so the image of the character
created would be margin-less to the
edge of the Nielsen metallic frame.

Davis says the design has certainly
aught much attention from the pul-
lic and his peers, and it has created
an interesting demand for his other
unique, carved mathoard designs. For
more information on “Why S0 Seri-
oust ™ and his |11|11:n||.-.~'.i!._rn.~a, VISITE W,
jared-davis.com.



