


























GOODWILL GAMES,

Little Goodwill

THE athletics portion of the
quadrennial Goodwill Games - a
made-for-television Olympic-style
multisport event — was radically
changed from its initkal format o
1986, Instead of a compact compe-
ton over two days as part of the
IAAF Grand Prix serics, the prog-
ramme in its second edition was
painfully spread over five days.

A finals-only plan was employed,
and there were long gaps between
races. Much of the time (there was
l|.'|.|'||.!|l one field evemt being con-
tested. This should have provided
an opportunity for most contes-
tants w be centre stage, except that
Husky Stadium, with its artifscial
grass inficld for American Foeothall,
could accommodare the throwing
events only outside of the main
tribune, As a result, most spectators
were atforded a partial view, and
SPONTANEOUs responses came only
from the diligent few who ook the
trouble to pay closc attention to the
electric score boards announcing
each amempt.

The lack of Grand Prix status this
year, combined with the long travel
tme from the Furopean circuit,
made it somewhat of a tough sell 1o
the competitors, particularly to
those who also have the European
Championships on their minds. De-
spite all of these obstacles, however,
the Seatde competition sull proved
o be a norable stop in the athletics
scason, cven when the Bh-degree
heat of the previous week gave way
to cool, cloudy days when competi-
tion began,

A preal deal of media interest
centred on Carl Lewis’ participa-
tion. He had been part of a much
publicised war of words with The
Athletics Congress, which had in-
gisted that all American aspirants
for the Goodwill Games participate
in the US Championships. There,
Lewis made an  eleventh-hour
appearance, winning his fifth 100-
metre title and assuming the role of
savicair in the eyves of both TAC
chief Ollan Cassell and TV mag-
nate Ted Turner, the creator of the
GWG.

Ower the vears, Leroy Burrell

and Lewis had squared off on five
occasions, and every tme the result
was a Lewis win, It leooked as if this
would rise tosix after Burrell gotan
incredibly poor start, perhaps the
worst of the field. 1t took o r hit
of the full distance for Burrell oo
overhaul Lewis for a tight win,
100405 o 10RO, Mark “"illfu-l.-l-l:u'u‘:lu
fimished third in 10017 as Lewss'
Santa Monica Track Club swept all
thie medals.

Adter his first-ever win over Carl
Lewis in the men's D00 metres,
Leroy Burrell announced his inten-
tion to break Lewis” world record of
9.92 and continue as the dominanre
sprinter at least through the Olym-

¢ Games of 1992, Bur it's difficul:

or this rivalry 1o create media

atlenbion, since the two .g.pﬁ:uu:ﬁ
not only train ogether, they also
happen to be very close friends.

Last week, Lewis declared thac
the two were “the best clean sprin-
ters in the world”, and in Seattle, he
admitted that perhaps at the ma-
ment Burrell was just a livtde faster,
“But I'm in the best shape I've ever
been in at this point of any season,
and | think my best races lic ahead
when | return (o Ewrope.” Tt looks
like a bt August for this pair, il
Lewis” words are to be believed.

Three days later, Lewis was com-
peting in the long jump for only the
second time this season in a feld
including world leader Mike Powell
and Rabert Emmivan. Powell and
Lewis matched each other with
H.3%4m in the first round, but the
Olympic -:ham]:l:i-::n extended that
L S.Sli:;m on his third jump which
ultimmately proved 1o be the winner,
boosting Lewis’ consecutive win
count to G4,

Even though Jackie Jovmer-
Kersee's heptathlon wan with 6,783
points was Lhe year's top total, it was
mikch less than she had expected.
She performed well in her two
specialty events, the 100-metres
hurdles (12.79) and the long jum
(6.91). But her shot putt of 13.9
eliminated any chance of & workd
record midway through the first
day. Joyner-Kersee was helped o
her final coral comsiderably by an

TED TURNER, founder of the
Goodwill Games, wanted to give the
world a lesson in peace and harmony:
in retsrn, what he received was a
lessom in the commerce of interna-
tional athletics, James O"Brien re.
ports from New York.
From a track and field standpoint,
wisdibily the first mistake Turner and
is associates made was 1o assume
that the stars of international athle-
tics would willingly lend their sup-
port to an event simply because of s
nable intent.
Even some within the United States
— where the Goodwill Games have
been hyped as second only 1o the
Olympics — name athletes baulked at
the prospect of competing for dimi-
nished sums. Carl Lewis and his San-
ta Momica Track Club teammates
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were the most nowmble, although
somme hasty deliberations between
Croodwill organisers, TAC and Joe
Douglas (Santa Monica's agent) re-
solved the issue, and, ultimately, pro.
vided the meeting with the single race
of any internabonal merit; Lewis
against his teammate, Leroy Burrell.

The g-l:t'n:l"al apithy of many of the
world's international competitors was
alse mirrored by the American pub-
lic, which turned off the Turnes
Broadcast System's TV transmissions
with such regularity that nightly rat-
mmgs were less than half what the
network promised s advertisers.
This will undoubtedly cause Turner's
losses om the event — presently quoted
at $13 million - o soar stll higher.
Losses for the inaugural 1986 event
reached $26 million.

CLEAN AHEAD: Burrell took the 100 metres from Lewis

excellent javelin throw of 47.64.

A tragedy was narrowly averted
during the heptathlon shot putt
warm-up when Liliang Nastase was
struck in the right shoulder and
cheek by an ancontrolled throw by
Lariza kikitina. Nastase was able 1o
complete the first day's compeition,
but she retred prior to the second
day.

Ana Charot was the Games' only
double winner, but the easer vic-
tory came in the 4Mm rather than
in her B00-metre speciality, In the
B00m, Ouirot followed a 5615 pace
set by Liliva Nurutdinova, and then
with 3M) metres remaining, she
made her move on the Soviel
Muruwdinova proved o be a litde
tougher than Duirot had expected,
and the two stayed close wogether
down the final soraight. Only
Quirot's lunge at the tape, which
sent her sprawling onto the track,
Iu_-pl. l]'n_- Cl:ll:l:;qn'a. wi.l:nu'ug tl.1'-|,":'|l'.
inact,

PatiSue Plumers plans for a
double in the 1,500 and 3,(000m ran
into some problems, Whether she
would compete at all was nol certain
until the last minuwe, owing 1w the
suddend death of her grandfather
several days earlier. In the 3,(000m,
Plumer was content to tun with the
pack umtil the middle of the las
turn, A hard sprint an that point was
sullicient for @ clocking ol #:51.59
v hold off Yelens Romanova's
#:51.79,

Two days later, in a slow-paced,
1,500, MNatalva Artyvemova moved
into the lead with more than 400
metres remaming and was in oon-
trol the rest of the way For a 404148,

ahead of Yekaterian Podkopayeva's
4:09.91. Plumer was able to salvage
a bronze medal with 4:10.72,
admitting later that she had fallen
into that well-known trap of paired
Soviet runners creating a wall for
the would-be challengers.

The only world record of the five
days came in the women's 10km
walk on the track. Soviet Nadezhda
Ryashkina and Australian Kerry
Saxby staved rogether for most of
the race, but it was a final push by
the Soviet that produced a record
time of 41:6621, with Saxhy’s
41:57.22 also bettering the existin
stancard of 42:25,2 that she ||:::|'5|:I%'
had set in Morway twoe months ear-
lier.

The cool weather that setted into
the Seattle area for most of the
athletics competition created the
opportunity  for a  world-record
ateempt in the men's [10,000m,
Perhaps Morocon's Hammou
Boutayeb and his entourage were
taking Arturo Barrios’ mark too
lightly when they set out. Boutayeb
abandoned his pacemakers shortly
after the fourth kilomertre, knowing
full well thar 10:57.6 would pro-
duce only a 27:24. But the damage
had already been done so far as a
record  was  concerened, The
Moroccan easily won in 27:26.43. A
more interesting race for the silver
medal was developing in back, as
Addis Abebe out 'u:gcd Olympic
5,000m champion John Ngugi.

Mine davs after his victory in the
Oslo mile, Jee Falcon was probably
expecting o have an easy time with
the 1.500m. The only other well-
known competitor was  Marcus
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