






























































IAAF/MOBIL GRAND PRIX ISTAI

1AAF/ MOBIL
er;uuj Frix circuit
ended a hectic week's
action in Berlin's
Olympic Stadium on Friday
with athletes showing signs of
wear and tear after their exer
tons in Cologne and Zurich.

Berlin sull saw & high guality
mecting. with a string of excellent
viciories from the He—-:1:.-'.|r5.h- and
Britain's Linfosd Christie and Colin
Jackzon

Sergey Bubka won a controver-
sizl pole vault, while Clympic
champions Mike Marsh and Cuinoy
Whans tasted delean

Moses Kiptanul - who belicves
he i 22 oo 20 - moude an attck
Sald Acowita’s Fve-year-old 2,004
metres world record. which was
cxpected o be the meeting's high-
light. A financial package of
$50,000 was offered to the Kenvan,
attempting his third world record in
six days,

But he was 1|_.-|'-I:.-'|g{-!J |'.-1..-' training
partner William Eemel, who won
the mile in 3 national record of
ZudA 80, having passed 1,500 meires
i 333 35

Kemei, whaose age has also been
disputed, insists he i 20, Whatever,
another Nandi tribesman has
appeared o terrorise middle-dis-
lanoe running,

POTENTIAL: Elana Meyer

B Athletics Weekly

Kiptanui record bid

Berlin bosted the IAAF's third grand prix in six days, with
Kenya's William Kemei taking over from countryman Moses
Kiptanui as the centre of attention. DAVE MARTIN reporis.
Pics by MIKE HEWITT/ALLSPORT

Tust 48 howrs earller he had bro-
ken Wilired Kirochi's three-year-old
L 500m national record behind
Noureddine Morceli in Zurich.

In Berin, after quamer-mile splits
of 56.99, 1:54.93 and 2:52.38,
Eemei alwavs looked the winner,
even after Morceli hit the front with
450 metres TEMEAININE,

Seventh in the Kenvan Clymipic
hals afver |"i:|i.\|'|'i11;4 gecond i the
1921 championships, Kemei was
comtent o irack the world dhamps-
on before zipping past 70 metres
from the line, recording the Fastest
timee in the weorkd this year,

It was good 0 see Man Yates
back on the rack, even though he
wis down in eighth position

It had been announced he was in
the 2000 mefres o help Kiptanoi's
world recard attempet, but the
Eurcpean Indoor 1,500 metres
-.-:1:||||]|:'::-|| decided o Capal frar a baed
race rather than a pacemakers pay
ket

Az It went, Eiptapui's perfor-
mance in a field of only eight
wasn't very inspiring. He needed
57 3sec laps o eliminate Aowita’s
record set in Pans, but apart from a
50.55ec first circuit by David Kibet,
the attempt was never on, the
Kenyan running 452,53, passing
1km in 2:27.32, Other splits were
B0 1:56.9: 1,200: 2:57.5

H.'i!'l[:-l.‘“li acdmitted he felt tirod.
Brilliant athlete that he (s, the
voungster, who in his first race
over the dismnce is expected (o
challenge Acuita’s 5,000 metres
mack in Brussels om Fricay, might
be advised o conserve his cncegy
and attack records gracleally

e man looking anyThing b
tired I3 Colin Jackson. The
Welshman has put his Barcelona
disappointment o the back of his
mind. Since that mishap, he has
chalked up a winning streak of five
Conserutive -:|]|'| meires II..II:G.IEI."'i WiC-
tories, including three wins over his
e sund Of Ey i |||..|||||::||-:u| Mark
MeKoy, who lodpges in Jackson's
l:_,..ll'l:jl_lT Fiaamge,

The Welshman was unstoppable,
Zipping b a 13.0%sec suocess, the
aecrrpl Fasrast rime af his career

Jacksom, who had lowered his
'F.1||'r'|p|-':|n recard o 13 Dd4sec in
Colaone the previows Sunday, said:
“T was feeling at home because T
wias nunning side by side with Mark
;‘l.1|."|7l.'r1'!.'I wwhics T tmin with, He had

the bemer stare bt 1 knew [ woould
get him.”

Mooy led for the first teo flights
of hurdles before Jackson surged
past him, winning by 0.07sec ahead
of the Canadian. Tony Jarrett was
third in 13.2550c

Linford Christie wasn't at the pre-
meeting press conference when
Cad Lewis teased him by saying: “1
want [0 run the 10ihin here. Mf.-
coach, Tom Tellex, had planned 1
should copcenteate on this evenit
after the Olympics. I've done oo
mmny lomg jurmps.”

Shorly afterwards, Joe Douglas,
the American's manager, was ool
ing things down by saving Lewls
didn’t really mean i

Mo matrer, 32-year-old Christie
was in magical shape, leaving for
mer world record-hnlder Lenoy
Burrell for dead.

Chriatie's time of 9 900 wis
aided by a wind of 2.1m/sec (First
announced a8 309mdsec), s overn
the legal limit.

Lewis raced over 200 metres, Tl
afier a promising bend faded badly
to Binish third in 200 Tosec, He said;

I'm not disappointed with my
placing, The time 5 acceptable o

Frankie Fredericks, who bear
Olympic champion Mike Magsh for
the first time and Lewis for the sec-
ond, commented: *The most mpos-
tant thing for me wras not to fall too
far behind them in the Arst hatf of
the race.”

A late findzh inched Samson Kl
ahead of Olympic champion

'H.lﬁ'i"rF Arturo Barrios

OVERSHAIWIWED: Moses
Kiptanii

Qulmcy Wates to take the 400
mietres in 449, Tasec
lous race, Steve Lewls leading fneo
the I'i1|ih|1i||5 hl!r:tlj_-:hl before Wars
owerteok him.

Just as the Amecican thought vic-
tory was his, the Kenyvan, who
believes he will run sub-d44sec
before the end of the season, came
past on his blingd side.

The Berlin organisers, openly
associating the meeting with the
city's Olympics 2000 bid, were left
blushing after the 400 metres hur-
clles

Somenne tatled to put out the
second Might of hurdles and several
competitors, inclueding Olympic
champion Kevin Young and
Eurcpean champion Kriss Akabusi,
atrernpled 0 clear something thiar
weasn't there!

Young won in 47.81sec from
world champion Samuel Matere,
weith Akabusi Fourth in 4081 5¢c,

Former British Mol Tom McKean
rallied in the fing]l sreaight of the

It was 2 Fabu-
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