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ATHENS REVIEW: HAMMER

Thnlier |

Epic viclor: Heinz Weks
luvmbers around his lap of
honour after his SmMazing win

Mmlﬁ -

| THIS is how the lead changed hands in the hammer final on August 3:

| Round 1: Kaoji Murcfushi (JPN} opened with 74.82m. Vadim Kharsontsey
| (RUS) went to 76.24, Vasiliy Sidorenko (RUS) to 78,24,

{ Round 2 Sidorenko extended to 78.10,

| Round 3: Heinz Weis reached B0.24 to ensure he would be throwing last
| in the final three rounds,

| Round 4; Sidoranko werit to B0.38, \Weis respondad with B80.52.

| Round 5 Sidoranko rached 80.76. Wais respondad with 81.14.

| Round & Andrey Skvaruk (UKRE), languishing in sixth, closed with 81.46.
| Weis improved yet again, fo 81.78.

| Result: 1 Weis 81.78; 2 Skvaruk 81.46; 3 Sidorenko 80.76

in the net

Heinz Weis won the most exciting of all the go
medals in Athens — but few really ﬂﬁm"ﬂd

Report: Trevor Frecknall Pichere: Mark Shearman

F the lead had changed 10
times in any of the foor races at
last summer's IAAF World
Championships, it would have
been dubbed The Race of the
Century.

As it happened in the hammer,
though, there wasn't such a rush
tor the smelling salts (though
cynics suggested that if one of
Grecoe's own athletes had been
involved in the thnller, it might
have been a different matter),

But in many ways, the last-gasp
winner was the most inspirational
of the entire 10 days = and not
just becawse he wok the lead four
umes and lost it thrice before
clinching the gold medal with the
final throw of the competition.

Heinz Weis was 54 years old, He
had not won a major tde since
e 1985 World Students' Games,
even though he was ranked top of
the world in 1989 with 82.84
metres. Indeed, his sudents’ gold
had marned o silver in 1987 and
1989, and e bronze in 1991
before he Onally completed his

Although he huﬁt a compelling
record as A competitor, his only
tangihle rewards were hronze
medals from the 1991 World
Championships (to world record-
holder Yuriy Sedvkh and Igor
Astapkovich) and the 1994 Furo-
peans (behind Vasily Sidorenko

and Astapkovich].
m
even more outrageously unex-
pected, no German had won a
major hammer title since the
1936 Obmpic Cames.

But Weis is nothing if not a
Trier —after all, that's the name of
the town in which he was born.

Having seen the champion of
1993 and 1995 Andrey Abdu-
valiev fail to gualify for this final,
Weis could have been excused for

expecting his main rival would be
the reigning Olvmpic champion
Balars Kiss.

But the Hungarian never got
higher than third {in round five)
and subsided out of the medals in
the last amazing shakeup while
Weis won a magnificent battle
with Sidorenko for the nitle.

The  lead seesawed  so
dramatically in the last three
rounds, it became the hammer
throw's equivalent of heavyweight
boxing’s Rumble in the Jungle
berween Mohammed Al and
Geeorge Foreman.

O that occasion, Al soaked
up the punishment for round
after round before springing an
unexpected knock-out blow on
his rival.

Weis got better with every
round, But for all his brains and
brawn, his explanation of how he
struck gold was extremely
simplistic considering he is a
wealthy  businessman  ourside
athletics,

He explained: "First vou give a
strong shout and then you tell the
hammer, ‘Fly, flyl” I nearly lost my
voice supporting the flight.”

Name: Heinz Weis
Borm: July 14 1963, Trier,
West Germarny
HE 1.93m (6f 3in)
Wt 120kg [2651b)
Championship progression
1885: 1=1 Word Students’ Games
1887: 6th Wordd Charmpionships
1087: 2nd Ward Students” Games |
1888: 5th Olympic Games |
1888 2nd World Students” Games
1890: 8th European Champs
1891: 3rd World Championships
1881: 3rd World Students’ Games
| 1982 &th Olympic Games
1884: 3rd European Champs
1886: 5th Olympic Games

‘To make his Athens success

outrageous, no
German had won a major
hammer title since the 1936
Olympic Games ...’
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vear’s European U23s before
taking bronze at the Worlds.

8 Triple jump

CBP: Leonid Voloshin (LURS)
17.74/0.8 Split "90

THAT ankle injury, aggravated at
the Sheffield GF, can’t hamper
Jonathan Edwards. Can it..? The
world record-holder, who had o
seitle for sibvers in Atlanta and
Athens, deserves a painfree run
through Budapest after domine
ating thus season. His closest
challenger, Denis Kapustin, holds
this title. Omachie Achike has
mmproved ms FB by 54cm this
summer after raining in Australia
with EKeith Connor, and Julian
Golley is in his best form since
winning the Commonealth title
in "94.

B Shot put

CBP: Werner Gunthor (SUI)
22.22 Stuttgart "86
HOTPEFULLY “drugs scandals™
came and went with Norwegian
Ejell Ove Hauge (season's best:
20.39m) announcing his retire-
ment alter testing positive for the
sterod metandieone,

It will e Fascinating 1o see if 34-
vearold Dragan Peric, eighth in
the 1996 Ohmpics, really is as far
ahead as the stats suggest in an
event in which Mark Proctor and
Shaun P‘irh-ring agnih FEpresent
Britain,

M Discus

CBP: Wolfgang Schmidt (GDR)
67.20 Prague 78

WHILE, Raobert Weir gets a
chance to improve on his prear
eighth n last vear’s Worlds, 26-
yvear-old Virgilijus Alekna from
Lithuamnia will aim to put a golden
seal on his best season yet by
beating the reigning Olymipic and
world champion Lars Riedel.

B Hammer
CBP: Yuriy Sedykh (URS) 86.74
'BE

THIS 1s the event most likely to fill
the Nepstadion with expectant
locals cheering on  Olympic
champion Balazs Kiss and 34-year-

old Tilsor Gecsek.

B Jawveiin

CBP: STEVE BACKLEY 87.30
Split "90

STEVE BACEKELEY bids for a hats
rick of ddes having consistently
reached the high-80s this summer
despite a niggling injury. In the
ahsence of the injured [an Zel

exny, only 23yearold Ak Pavi-
ainen has gone further. And the
Finn has yet to find his best form
when the medals beckon.

Mick Hill hopes 1o be painfree
after being hampered by whiplash
injuries from a motor accident
and Mark Roberson will again
aim beyond B5 metres.

B Decathlon

CBP: DALEY THOMPSOM B&11
Split "80

ALREADY this summer, six Euro-
peans have exceeded 5453 points,
which were enough o secure the
title for Frenchman Alsin Blondel
four years ago. Erki Nool, first in
Gotzis (8672) and Eumpca.n Cup
of Combined Events (83628) and
fourth in the Goodwill Games
(BABG), will zeek 1o overcome the
world champion Tomas Dvorak.

B 4x100m relay

CBP: France 37.79 Split 90
AMAZING though it may be to
those droocling over the qualicy
and quantity of Britain’s current
voung sprinters, GBR has never
won this event. With France on a
hattrick, there's no better time
for the Brit Pack to build on the
bronze medals from Athens,

B 4x400m relay

CBP: GREAT BRITAIN 2:58.22
oplit *30

IT will be & sensation if Britain do
not win this tide for the fourth
successive time ... though Poland
are building squad spirit throagh
victory in last vear's European
2% Championships and second
place in last month's Coodwill
(zames,

B Marathon

CBP: Martin Fiz (ESP) 2:10.31
Helsinki 94

WITH the fastest man in the
world this vear, Fabian Roncero, a
reluctant recruit to the Spanish
squad and worried about heat
and humidity, few Britons will be
betting against Richard Nerurkar
taking a richlyeamed place on
the rostrum. The 3dvearold
Bingley Harrier, winner of the
1993 World Marathon Cup, was
fourth in the 1994 Europeans and
fifth in the 1906 Olympics before
a viris forced his late withdrasal
froam the Athens Worlds,

Mark Hud.ﬂpirh has the EXPET-
ience from finishing third in the
1994 Commonwealth Games
marathon but Dave Buera's part-
icipation is "touch and go” after
an Achilles injure

B 20km walk

CBP: Mikhail Shchennikov
(RUS) 1:18:45 Helsinkl 94

ILYA MARROV, the 24yearold
Russian who was second in the
Atlanta Olympics, will start as
favourite  after his  Goodwill
Games victory over world
champion Daniel Garcia when
reigning European champion
Mikhail Shchennikov was fourth.

B 50km walk

CBP: Hartwig Gauder (GDR)
3:40:55 Stuttgart "86

OLYMPIC and world champion
Eobert Korzeniowski is expected
to contimue his dominanon of the
major occasions, though 28-vear-
ol Spaniard Jesus Angel Garcia,
second in Athens, will again be a
major threat,
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STATISTICAL SURVEY

otate of the nations

XCLUSIVE .
.m SOLVE Ier Your :i:;fmmw gmffr to how grmn’ thase {Iij-;: hoslovakia
{ ) and Yuogos]
B (B | o i e, e (0
THE) z
W0 515> NEANTHOMAS 1408 Champicnships pest reaily were II{I-EI’ mﬁe'..'hfr the again — with apologies
% 14384 O By GORY byers proves the old days __ rest of Evrope is gelling better 0 uu.&ihl winners such
000 1310015 -.IHHBII:I'U-EI: b :ﬁ really were the good Words: Trevor Frecknall Pictures: Mark Shearman E—. '.ahn.£r| Jl-l-;:_:
Lt;m Eﬂqm ;mm 1978 ”“ﬁ‘" '“*h*“ S hamE.gcm:mm:r . h
- Boecin e theory APCSL Wi ' g
o AR FPmF:'Hﬁ ;g fm:zmrm;;:: :F;Thﬂ-m:h: he Himl.q.xlﬂ. was blessed with eight  pride in their new independent
L N D i P o el I'H"t championship best perform-  narions - but we have used a
I-'i“ ‘:r_'-‘a Hﬂﬂl‘l‘rﬂm 1eEr f = LY ]_““. "l”.t'“r‘ = l.l"i.l AICes, PR AL hl'rhrl_l: {:hl (LARTN] o 1_|||_ilt'1l l_:ll'_']'ll ANy E'EERE |
H o aE 5 Hioon (NOR 1052 X 'li.gg:.ﬁ_lu'ua. and Crechor  Armon's fabulous European 1(X) ampare the =
G000 H Gatelin PUS) 1804 slovakia into seven more =  memres record. And, of et Petiiutania
3 R oty T T T G P e ¢ nd, of course,  the championships of 1986,
- L Domibeowski (GO} 1982 | oo quality R ntwith  there were two more evenis for 1990, 1994 and 1998,
Eﬁ’: 1785 JOMATHAN EDVWARDS 1888 quality virtually as a ma-  women, the pole vault and Bead on L and di -
2277 W Gurihor (SUI 1986 ter of course. hammer. ip e i
or 620 W Schmidt (GDR; 1978 The frar was i would make Bt closer scrut ; fhﬁhgﬁ- SN L TRl N At
T4 Y RS o e geerdrone fhote : Pt ubny proves an  improvemenis in - equipment
07 ﬂ'EE'u'I:m?H. 4 e v g much more  increase in quantity does not  and wider use of sciendfi
Diec BBT1  DALEY THOMPSON 1986 ifficult for Britons. amomatically lead 0 an imp- su T _ : niific
4100 3778 France 1820 The fact is standards now are  rovement in quality,. For the pp;u:[ i Y e
4x400 2:58.22 GREAT BRITAIN 1900 not notceably higher than they  purposes of il - e OF CaRIAnES. Mose DX
e et U ot wm‘; e, wpeinp |:' F: poscs of thiy !‘itiﬂ"!'l ¥, Wi h:l':vr.' necessarily resulted in bhetter
S 54055 HGEIdHI 'm' $056 ok go even though  put the Soviet Union (URS),  performances in mrack and field.
100 1073 CAmon FRA \
20 2171 HDwecheler (GDR) Yoae Men 1886 =DALS HME GONE
E 4815 M Koch [GDR) 1982 1984 1998
0. %?}E ghﬁmwm ;E 1=wntm MGEFI GEHM :Prlu ;:I mﬂ élmmnﬂd Siver Bronze Gold Silver Bronze
3000 E30E S Ulmasowas (LIRS 15 200 URS GER URS GBR FRA GE: ﬁg: URS EEE i i
000 15:06.50 S O'Sulivan {IRL) 1996 400 GBR GER GER GBR GER GE b SRR RO
10,000 ﬂﬁgnﬁ :-'I Wﬁﬂﬂ 1635 800 GBR GBR GBR GBR GER F'EIE EEH ﬁg: %I EEH SO Toh
P 25710 Machodn POR 1998 P GER SU
W00H 1938 ¥ Domkovs B 15 ;E %E EH gﬁg GER ITA POR ESP ESP YUG ESP F"!L'_:IJFI EEE
F gﬁa? MA Styepaneva [URS 1986 o ke = (T4, GBR POL GER GBR ESP ESP ESP IRL
Hs 0 U Meylarth FRG) 16ma i e i ) T, NOR  ITA ESP BEL GER POR GER GER
431 ﬁmmmﬁf“ 1528 > ar GER  [ITA ITA, FRA& ESP ESP ESP [TA ITA ITA
% 5 Baiger-Hurmbert [GEF) 1506 000SC GER  [TA GER  [TA GBR  ITA ITA mA BEL GER [TA
HDrchslerjGDRy 1990 | 110 FRA FN ESP  GBR GBA i
TJ 1489 A Bryukova FLS) 1584 400H GER URS SWE GBR S LR SRR SRR
ﬁ g:ﬂ; E Eﬁ Ky 1988 HJ URS URS FRA YUG Um:S-E EEI.ILE Hgﬁt ggll_z g‘;ﬁ g_ A
- @R 186 | PV URS URS Sl
AT A ) 1008 FRA URS URS AUT URS WURS FRA URS GER
ﬂ-m EA: ‘I;LHTH'LWHTEFEAD e 'II-"...II EEE H% 1A, GER ESP YUG BUL TCH GRE URS ROM Eﬂt
Hop: 41-:33 E;“wm 1986 ap 1 or RS URS BUL URS URS FRA URS GBR URS BUL
D00 II6ET Eutﬁmmr!:;r 11% oT URS Uﬁg Ergg g: ﬁéﬂ EEE Hgg URS URS URS GER URS
okl 423 8 e e e
Esaayah (FIN) 1304 HT URS URS URS URS HUN URS URS URS GER HUN ELIN é;ﬁ
URS SWE GBR FIN TCH GBR GBR GER
HUM GER FRA SWE URS URS FIN LAS
GEH  (TA FRA URS [TA GEBR FRA POL
GER GER GBR FRA URS GBR POL ESP
ESP FRA URS URS ESP URS URS ESP
Gf_ﬁ GER URS FRA MA  POL FIN URS
1894 19908
3 GER URS URS URS URS URS URS GER
i GER FRA FRA URS GBR GER TCH URS
GER URS URS URS URS URS OSWE
URS YUG GER SR
e S8 URS GBR URS URS POR SO
URS ITA IRL GER ROM IR ROM ESP
Pmlmn URS GER FRA POR POR FRA IRL POR ROM
sl POR URS FRA POR [TA ROM POR URS |[TA
RS FF'A GER URS BUL URS BUL BUL YUE URS
| St URS S SWE GBR GER URS ROM URS GER
Fatima Whitbread: i - ?EH = :‘ﬁs UG URS URS ROM POL  GER
the only Britieh woman tohold acBp | L) GER URS GER GER ROM GER GER URS M. GER TR LRS
" ““ in the T - H = o - UHE' UHE UFIE- mE
- Incicates no GE“H :Dim'ﬂmﬂ ey DE-_F';_ Eﬂ: GER URS GER URS GER URS GER BUL URS I.I{I;:Ig EIIEIFE!_
" indicates orw GBR competitor in svent, R BUL GER GER WURS GER GER URS NOR GER URS ROM
indicates teo GBR competitors in event, HT - = = = = = = = ” ROM GER
+ indicates ona dnf JT GBR GER GER FN GER GER e
d indicales one disguslified, Hep GER URS GBR GER GER GER EEH e L CU L L
n indicates one no-jump. 4x100 GER BUL URS GER GER GBF ey
ﬁ; i“;mw first down to one for 400 GER GER POL GER URS GEFi EFEE EEE EUL GER - URS - GER
1 ER
10kmW ESP  SWE SWE MA URE URS FIM TA URS .I:‘lli'f:1 HEE EEE

12
(ictalwer 20 J55% Athletics Weeakly



SR RN PR b . S el S LR R T

Event 1986 Stutigart 1990 Spilit 1994 Helsinki 1998 Budapest THESE are the average
SP W Gunthor (SUI) 22.22 U Timmermann {GER) 21.32 A Klimenko (URS) 20.78 A Bagach (URS) 21.17 performancas of the top eight
nc entrant dng Paul Bdwards 18.66 dng Faul BEdwards 1854 dng Shaun Pickering 1780 finishars in each event at the last four
oT R Ubartas (URS) 67.08 J Schuilt (GER) 64.58 Y Dubrovchik (URS) 64.78 L Riedal (GER) 67.07 Euwopean Championships:
dry Paul Mards 5808 drig Abl Ekoku 53.80 dneg Robsert Weir 5718 8 Robert Weir 51.92 Men 1886 1990 1994 1098
¢ HT ¥ Sedykh (URS) B6.74 | Astapkovich (URS) B4.14 W Sidorenko (URS) 81.10 T Gecsek (HUM) 82,87 ol 2069 2053 1870 2053
dng David Smith 73.58 11 Paul Head 72.68 ro enfrant no ertrant ﬁ:r g?ﬁ L L
JT K Tafelmeier (FRG) 84.76 STEVE BACKLEY 87.30 STEVE BACKLEY 8520 STEVE BACKLEY 89.72 JT §174 R2A? B165 8561
B Mick Hill 77.34 : ; . ' ' '
Women 1986 1000 1004 1008
Women =P 2021 1955 1815 1918
5P H Krieger (GER) 21.10 A Kumbarmuss (GER) 2038 V Pavivsh (URS) 1961V Pavlysh (URS) 21.69 o7 6516 6520 E2E3 6468
14 Juchy Oakes 1785 B hyrthe Algea 1777 dng Myrtle fugea 1677 no entrant HT no nc nc 5,24
oT D Sachse (GDR) 71.36 | Wyluoda (GER) 68.46 | Wiyludda (GER)} 68.72  F Dietzsch (GER) 67.49 JT BE60 64068 6271 6373
12 Vienissa Head 5204 dng Jacqui Mckeman 4812 dng Jacouil Mekeman 5756 dng Sheley Drew 5313 ! 5y
HT ne competition ng competition na compesition M Melinte (ROM) 71.17 L
11 Lorraine Shaw 5816 THESE arelhea-.-erme
JT F.ﬁ'l'lr-.-'l.ﬁ. WHITBREAD ?’EEE*F' Abafranti (FIN) 87,68 T Hattestad (FIN} 88.00 T Damaske (GER) 69.10 performances of the British throwers
12 Tessa Sanderson 57,586 dng Shamon Ehson 53.82  no enfrant at the last four European

Championships, Fraspactive of
whathier they reached tha finals.
Mote how the numnber of men
qualifying to compete has grown in
shot and discus while our ahility to
produces women of sufficient guality

has diminished.
Men 1886 1990 1994 1998
5P = 18.66° 1884% Bon
oT sr.0e~ 5380° 5718 5802
HT 1368 T2BE" = -
JT 7725 8043 7385 8693
Women 1886 1950 19594 1998
aP TEI™ AT 1B48T -
: _ " oT S52.04° 4B12* 5756 5319
- : HT e ne no 57,047
Humﬂ winner: Tlhur Gecsek Three titles: Steve Backley So close: Lars Riedal JT GT.BE™ 5633 52.54™ -

18686 BUL ESP FN FHI. m GER OGRE HUN AL - 8 ma NED NOR PDL ROM SR SWE TCH URS Yuo
TN T I = = o= = B s 4 - - 8 - = = 32

I e e . N S 5 - . = W T e
B S S s E N M Y

AFIEE - i 5 2 1 | = i & £ i i - i = - A 10 2
1890

T R P ARSI PR T X = = = = a = = = 5 s T =
R e e T 1 - * - 7 - . - = - S =

R R N . e e & a . 5 i

JT = - 5 2 13 = = = = = = = = = = - L7 - 10

1994

RS S s o 2 1 = s = - - B B

oar - - - - - & - 4 5 - - - 2 ~ 1 - ~ — 18 -

HES m —emmd T oo -8 e = e = = = - - - & -

JI' - = T e o= A1 4 = 2 = o= = G - 5 B8 1 -
1998

B - ST TR S s NS - 4 - S S e - SR

A T T % u = 4 i s 2 - “ S =

B Sl s T 3 ¥ m A ~ = = 4 - — B = 2 -

i T 5 = 18 8 s - ot = = = - = = G 5 = 5 :

Owerall "B6-98

= - 2 12 = 45 - - - 2 10 13 - = g - - 42 10

5 - - - 1 42 = 10 5 - 4 10 7 - 1 - - 7 57 -

HEr - 2 - 3& & 27 - - Fa - - ! - - - - &1 -

L Ao e o SR . 1. H-  PE. 0
HOW THE WONEN'S POINTS ADD UP
i98E BEL BLL Hll HH. ﬂﬂ. GER H! HUN I'H. I_I' HOR POL ROM URS

g = = 56 3 3 o | 5] THESE are the events that have suffered most
] 11 - - - 19 - - - - - 1 2 3 from the end of the instobutonal methods of
i = - -] - B 5 - - - - - 4 - 4 the former Fast Germany and Soviet Union.
1990 But political and mavbe scientific changes
5P = o - i 26 - - o = - A B have nod stopped athletes from those two areas
. - 3 3 - - 5 3 a3 - - - - - 1  continuing to dominate the shot, discus and
1994 (excepd for Hungarians thnlling their home
BT & = = = 15 5 =y £ = i 15 crowd this vear) the hammer, albeit with dise
Oor o B = = = 19 - = - = 8 - g 12 anrﬁm.atmnmfurmclﬂdﬂ'mmuﬂduman

Fe ] 1 3 * G L [-— 2 = i g = § 4 entirely new criteria for world records, Oppo-
1988 nents of this move would point o the
Eor o G e = a 3 o = = 2 = 4 = a7 performances in Budapest bridging the huge
21 T = = T 1 B = o = = = & 13 gap that suddenly appeared between 1986

w o e R — 2 8 11 and 1990 (Lars Riedel's discus got to within 1
o .- 'lﬂﬂ-'lﬂﬂ; B B Ll i 1 = 2 Tz centmetre of Bomas Ubartas's of 1986).

Sp - P = = = 79 - — _ 5 — 4 1 59 Brtam's heroics have all been in the javelin,
OT 2 11 = 2 A 8 < = & E 1 13 42 starting with Fatima Whitbread in the and
T & 3 - g o= 4 i = £ 2 8 14 continued by Steve Backley's hattrick of gold

JT - 3 e g B2 1 T 2 - 13 4 8 b medals,
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BE7.46 Andy Bloom usa 1929 top 10
Knoxville B Aor BZ.7B Karsten Kobs GER
B7 48 Virgilijus Alekna  LIT Drartrmird 26 Juna
Zurich 11 Aug B2.57 Tibor Goosek HLIM
67,38 Frantz Kruger RSA Clarmont-Farand 13 May
Cape Town 26 Mar 81.73 Adran Annus HLIM
67.00 Michaal Méllanbeck GER Mitra T Aug
Jena 5 June B0.98 Lovis Paoluzzi ITa
66.95 Aleksander Tammert EST Pescara 4 July
Denton & May 80.75 Andrey Skvaruk UKR
66.76 Doug Reynolds  UISA Belaya Tearkov 25 July
Salinas 25 May BOLS1 llya Konovalow  RUS
66.03 Piater Vian Der Kruk NED Tuda 31 July
Laiden 4 Aug BO.40 Zsolt Németh HLUMN
Majorca 10 July
B Hammer 80.35 Lance Deal USA
1297 medallists: 1 H Weis (GER) Eugene 28 Juna
81.78; 2 A Skvaruk (UKR) 81.46; 3 B0.00 Viadisiav PiskunovUKR
V Sidorenko (RUS) 8076 Kyiv 14 May
World record: Yurly Sedykh (URS) 79.95 Vasiliy Sidorenko RUS
B4, 74, Stuttgart 1986 Togliatti 15 May
TOUGH qualifying standards | B Javelin

mean Britain doesn’t have a
representative in this event in
Seville.

Karsten Kobs of Germany
leads the rankings, but Tibor
Geesek of Hungary fills the next
five: places on the 1999 world Lise
Dark horse: Loris Paolurs of
Italy.

1897 medallists: 1 M Corbett
(B34 BE.40; 2 3TEVE BACKLEY
BE.BO; 3 K Gatzloudis (GRE) B&.64
World record: Jan Zelazny (CZE)
98,48, Jena 19948

JAN ZELEZNY remurns from a
career-threatening
injury to get in the mix in what

Decathion
favourite:
Tomas Dvorak

shoulder

will be one of the most exciting
and open events of the world
championships,

The world record-holder said
at Crystal Palace recently: "1 feel
very sore, My back is stiff but my
shoulder is okay and repaired.
I'm happy.

*Seville wall be wough and every-
one will be in with a chance."

The most recent form guide
was at Aurich, where Kostas (rats-
ioudis of Greece won with 889,55,
Dark horse: Marius Corbeit of
South Alrica.

1999 top 10
23.08 Akl Panviainen FiM
Kuortans 26 June
89,93 Sergey Makarov BUS
Alhens 16 June
8957 Kostas Gatsioudis GRE
Athens 16 June
#9.06 Jan Zalezmy CEE
Faris 271 July
83,67 Raymond Hecht GER
Jena 05 June
BB.62 Boris Hanry ZER
Jeng 05 June
B7.88  Matti Marhi Fi
Kuorans 26 June
B7.50 STEVE BACKLEY
Birmingham 25 July
BY A7A Marius Corpett A5
Piatersburg 13 Mar
B711 Peter Blank ZER
Rehilingan 24 May
B 20/50km walk

1987 medallists: 20kme 1 D Garcia
(MEX} 1:21.43; 2 M Schennikov
(RUS) 1:21.53; 3 M Khmednitsky
(BLA) 1:22.01. 50km: 1 R
Korzeniowskl (POL) 344,46, 2 J
Garcia (ESP) 3:44.59; 3 M
Rodriguez (MEX) 2:48.30

ANYONE who saw the men's
walk @t Lthe recent European Jun-
wr Championships will never
vawn again at the thought of a
walking race.

It produced arguably the most
exciting event of the champion-
ships as a local Latvian charged
his way o a thrilling victory.

The front page of the Latvian
daily newspapers carried pice-
ures of his wild eyed celebration,
while similar emotion was felt at
last year's Commonwealth Games
when Malaysia's Saravanan ook
gold when leader Craig Barran
from New Zealand collapsed
with 1km 1o go.

1993 top five

20km

1:17:46 Julic Rene Martinaz GLUA
Eizenhittenstadt B May

1:17:56 Algjandro LMartinez GLIA
Elsenhittenstadt MMay

1+18:39 Aobert Korzeniowskl POL

Tuirku 22 May
1:18:50 llya Markow RUS

Turku 22 May
1:19:00 Joel Sanchez MEX

Eisenhittenstadt B May

B Decathlon

1997 medallists: 1 T Dvorak (CZE)
BB3Y, 2 E Hamalzinen (FIM) 8730; 3
F Busamann (GER]} 8652

World record: Tomas Dvorak
[CZE) 8994, Prague 1992

TOMAS DVORAK of the Czech
Pepublic broke Dan O'Brien’s
world record earlier this season
and will be the favourite in
Seville.

Dean Maccy will take on his
under-23 rivals Chiel Warners
and Attila Zsivotsky, but they
are unlikely to be fighting for
gold as they were in Goth-
enhurg.

Dark : Erki Mool of Esto-
A,
1999 top 10
8924 Tomas Dvordk GZE
Prague 4 Juily
B527 Roman Sabrie GZE
Prague 4 July
8463 Tom Pappas USA
Tucson 18 Mar
B4B0  Erki Mool EST
(30tzis 30 May
8427 Lev Lobodin RUS
Giiziz a0 May
8414 Frank Busemann GER
Ratingen 18 July
B379  Aftila Zsivolsky HUM
Gitaborg 30 July
B3B3 Chisl Warmnears MNED
B8tzis 30 May
B357 Francisco Javier Banat ESP
Caslello Make Juna
B350 Chriz Huffing Usa
Eugeng 28 June
M 4x100

1997 medallists; 1 Canada 37.86;
2 Migeria 38.07; 3 Grealt Britain
{CARREN BRAITHWAITE, DARREN
CAMPBELL, DOUG WALKER,
SJULIAN GOLDING)

World record: United States
47.40, Barcalona 1382/53uttgart
1993

JASON  GARDENER, Dwain
Chambers and Darren Campbell
gave some fHghting talk at the
recent AAA  Championships
when they boldly proclaimed:
"We can beat the Americans,”

The US squad, Greene aside,
maybe En't as srong as in prev-
ISITER AT

Their tral was won by Dennis
Mitchell, followed by Brian
Lewis and Tim Montgomery,
who were hoth outside 10 sec-
onids.

In fact, Britain might have a
greater chance of gold in this
event than the traditionally
SITONE A ihm.

The Canadian team will be
heavily bolstered by Olympic
champion Donovan Bailey, who
will compete in this event only
and not in the individwal 100m
Sprint.

rk horse: Brazil.

Auvgaust T8 1999 Athletics Weekly
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ATHLETES OF THE MILLENNIUM

Henry Rono (Kenya)

RONOYS was a great talent that
never flourished in the Olympic
arcna. On the track his greatest
vear was 1978, He won the Com-
monwealth 5000m in 15:25.0,
over six seconds ahead of the
silver medallist. In the space of
80 days he travelled the world
setting world records at S00dm
steeplechase, 3000, 5000 dnd
10,0 M.

Aman of the Nandi Hills, Rono
wits the first man to set world far
and steeplechase records at
2000m. He also won the Warld
Cupsteeplechase in 1979.

Viktor Saneyev (USSR)

RSANEYEVY 1= one of the allk-time
greais of mriple jumping. He wan
three CHympic titles — Mexico
City, Munich and Montreal —ancd
missed a fourth (in Moscow) by
just 11 cendmetres. In 1968 in
Mexico City he had great bartles
with Prudencio (Brazl) and
Gentile (Italy] — all three broke
the world record 1 the com-
pennon = hefore emerging the
victor with a4 new world best of
17.30m. The Fussian won bwo
Furopean gold and two silver
miedals mm foar Appearances het-
ween 1969 and 1978, He set onc
furtherrecord of 17.44min 1972,

Juri Taomm the record washroken
three dmes, Sedykh emerging as
the winner with 80.64m. Sedykh
went on to set Four more world
recordsending with 86. 74min his
linal Euwropean Championship
win in Stuttgart, Thirteen years
on it 1% stll the record today.

Yuriy Sedylkh (USSR)
A MAN in the true Russian
wadition of hammer throwing,
sedykh s the all-time great of the
event. He won the Olympic title
in Montreal in 1976 with an
Olympic record of 77.52m. Four
vears later in Moscow he kept his
title with & world record throw of
81.80m. He missed the 1984
Games in Los Angelea through
the East European boycott, retur-
ned in Seoul in 1988 bt finished
second to his great rival, Sergey
Litvinov. He won two World
Championships silver medals
behind Litvinov betore winning
the title in Tokyo in 19911
Sedykh won four European
titles. His firstworld record came
in 1980when inagreat tussle with

Lasse Viren (Finland)

IN 1971, in Helsinki, Juha Vaat-
ainen revived Finnish distance-
running traditions by achieving
a European double at 5000 and
LO000m. Almost immediately the
mantle was taken up by Lasse Vir-
enwhowent o Munichand achic-
ved the Clympic double, st
achieved by Kuts 16 vears before.
In the 1000dm he achieved a
world record of 27:38.35. Run-
ning almost desultorily for the
nexe four years no one expocied
the great Finnish runner to again
win the two distance track races
but he did, a fear never before
accomplished. He tried to add 1o
this rxtr;—mrdmar}' acromplish-
ment (and to emulate Zatopek )
bt finished Gith inthe marartbon
it 13308, He ran o Inis tiiered
Clympics in 1980, finishing hifth
in the 10,000m.

Viren set one S000m world rec-
ord (15 16.4)in 197 2which stood
for six days before it was broken
by Emil Puttemans. His 1972
Ohanpic runwashisonly 10,000m
world record.

JohnWalker (NewZealand)
ALANDMAREKathlete, being the
firstman to run the mile i under
three minutes 50 seconds with
3:49.4 in Gothenburg in 1975,
Walker won the Olvmpic Games
1540 title in Montreal, He first
came tothe tore in 1974 in Perth,
running second to Filbert Bayvi of
Tangania — the later setting a
world record of 3:32.2 with Wal-
ker just 3/ 10ths behind.

Walker {along with Rod Dixon
and Dick Chuax ) led i the middle-
distance renaissance thar would
culminatewith the performances
of Coe, Cram, Overtand Aouitain
the 805,

Landmark milar: John Walker

B WOMEN

Rosie Ackermann (GDR)

IN 1974 Ackermann {under her
maiden name Witschas) set her
first world high jump record of
1.94m and went on to win the
European championship thart
year in Rome {defeating notonly
the local favourite Sara Simeont
but the ltalian crowd aswell), Her
Olympic triumph came in Mon-
real where she again beat the
[talian with an Olympic record of
1.93m.

A year later in the historical
splendour of Berlin's Qlvipic
stacinm she made history by bec-
oming the first woman to clear
two metres, [twas her [ast world
record,

In 1978 she had another con-
frontation with Simeoni at the
Prague Europeans and this time
had 1o be content with second
place as the Italian equalled her
world record of 2.01. She began
to be plagued by mjury and fin-
ished fourth in the 1980 Olvmipics
in Moscow,

Ruth Fuchs (GDR)

FUCHS won twa Olympic fitles,
in 1972 m Muanich and 1976, in
Montreal, seting Ohvmpic javelin
records in both competitions.
She alsowon two European titles,
i Rome in 1974 and Prague in
1978,

She set six world records bet-
ween 1972 (65.06m in Potsdam)
and 1930 (69.96m in Split). In
addition she won two World Cup
competitions in 1977 and 1979,

Tatyana Kazankina (USSR)

KAZANKINA is one of the all-
time greats of distance running.
she won three Olympic ttles. In
Mlontreal in Y97 6she won an S00 7
1500m double setting a world
record of 1:54.04 in the Tormer,
Four vears later she retaimed her
1500m title in Modoow with an
Olympic record of 3:56.56. She
worl the inaogoral World Cup
1500m 10 Dusseldorf 1o 1977,

In 1976 she became the first
woman to beat the four-minute
1 50hm “bharrier” with 3:56.0. She
ger two more world records in
1980, culminating in 5:52.47 at
the Zurich Weltklasse mecting.
Hervorldrecordin Maontrealwas
her only one at 80dm. Her world
record at 1B00m stood for 13
years and is snll a European rec-
o,

Irina Kirszenstein-
Szewinska (Poland)

IT is citficult 1o know into which
decade to place the great Irfina
Srewinska. Her Obvmpic medal
tally began in 1964 with a silver
in the long jump behind Mary
Rand. Four vears later in Mexico
City shewon Hiim goldand 1 00m
bronze.

At Muanich in 1972 she won
bronge at 200m. In 1976 she ret-
urned again to the Olympicarena
in Montreal o win the 400m. In
addition she won gold in the
dx 1 hn relay in Tokyo. All in all
her Olympic tally is three gold,
ore silver and two bronge, won
in five events at four Olympic
Games.
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| COUNTDOWN TO SYDNEY

Aporiginalsactivists  EEEDE

hreaten Games demo

N issue more likely to

affect the Games than

shatk attacks (see last

week's AW) is that of the

treatment of Aboriginl
prople within Auastralia,

Demonstrations by the coun-
try's indigenous people are alm-
ost certain to take place at an
Clympicswhichisseenas anideal
opportunity o highlight the
huwman rights abuses that are
alleged to have taken place.

Abaoriginal leaders plan to ake
the media on tours of their com-
munities in am efort to show the
world their poor lang condit-
ions, “We don't have totake them
outof Sydneytoshowithem Third
World conditions," an Aboriginal
spokesperson said,

Radical aboriginal activiscs
have threatened to stage protests
around the Olympic torch relay
as it passes throngh indigenous
COMIMUTIeS,

The torchwillbe tracked by the
media during its 100-day journey
arcund Australia but cannot be

f'E'ﬂ

ﬁ‘@,\x

E‘u niinuing our series that sels the scene for
the Sydney Olympics...
the mﬂ.m'wmwf IS5LES ST m.iz'ﬂg the

we report on some of

bueld-wfy Dourn Undder
by Jason Henderson

guarded like the Obmpic site.

Ao [_{in.al arhlete Nova-Peris-
Enechone will be the first Aus-
tralian 1o run with the wrch at
DUluru on June 8, but the Sydney
Games organisers  (SOCOG)
have ignored recommendations
from an IO working group that
they should have an Aboriginal
representative on its board.

It 15 suspected that many of the
media in Sydneywill have the sole
brief of covering contentious race
issnes, such as the plight of the
Aboriginals. Let's hope those
same journalists are in the stad-
m when Cathy Freeman, whais
arguably Australia’s strongest
chamce of a track medal - and an
Aboriginal herself, gets down on
her marks.

Row breaks out over oxygen chamber

A DISPUTE has broken cut between
Jacgues Rogge, the vice-president
af the International Oy mpic
Coammittee's medical commission,
and the Australian Institute of Sport
over the use of spacial oxygen
chambers devaloped to boost an
athlete's endurance.

Fogge says the ldea is ‘pushing
tralining too far'. But the Insttute has
defended the use of its poriable
nitrogen tents and special thrae-
bedroom facility known as the

‘Atiude House' — which s based in
Canberra.

The chamber is supposed to
simulate living at altitude and Roogge
gays he can understand that
Australians want to use such
chambears, given the lack of
mauntains in the country.

“What | don't like & that peopla
nawve 1o go inta chambers,” he said.
“That's not my [dea of sport. Wa
know now that athletes fve almost
avery right in the chambers., | don’t

like the idea.

“Itis pushing training and
preparation too far.

Athlates who live and train at
high altitudes ane thought to have
an advantage in endurance events
because their bodies are used to
parforming with lass axygen.

Hogge's waorry is that the body
produces mora red blood cells
when it is deprived of oxygan.

But if it preduces too many it is left
vulneranks 1o blood clots.

mmmmmmm

ATHLETES in Australia will be paid up to £300 to

\ehic

e ban in city centre

EPEGTM'DFE will bechaugsd a5
much as £80 to watch the dress
rehearsal for the Games opaning
ceremony, but it will be far from
the “real thing’.

It will b strsctly & working
session, with constant
interruptions to make adjustments
likkzly: There will be no athletss, no
Olympéc flame, no maising of the
flag — and there will be o media
black out on tha entire avent.

Mt that thers would seam ta
be much laft to repart on.

Olympic juice
ALSTRALIAN frult growers have
been sgueezed oul of a deal to
supply juice to the Sydney
Olympics, Australian farmers have

saud.

Garmes orpanisers plan fo uza
|uice concentrate, imported from
South Amendca or. China, rather
than fresh Australian jusce.

Athlelics v swimming

AS mantioned befome in this-
column, track and field faces the
rara axpariences of not being
treatad as the premier Clympic
sport by its host,

Swimming could usurp
athletics as the No.1 attraction, if
only by the Australians
themsaives, As we know, no
spart produces athletes as
axciing or intaresting as athletics,

But Australia’s top swimming
hope has at least one, we have to
admit, interasting feature, lan
Thorpe, has — wait for it - size 17
feet. "it's amazing," says his

coach. .Maﬂ like H‘E"
Pidgeon has potential

THE world record-halder for the
men's hammes, Yuriy Sedykh,
says that British hammer thrower
Liz Pidgeon has the abilty to win
a.n Ghrnﬁc medal, according to

"'I'h15 yEa gmeﬁ will bie the

first to iha hammear, pola
vaull and triple jurnp for wnrmn.‘
she said. “Which makes the evant
e and exciting.

“You don't have to be strong or
huge to thiew a long way, It is a
spesd event, in which you-have
good technique and skill. | want
to be one of the people who push
thoss limits out furthsr and
furthar”

mwmm
firnd & test for the drug befors the .
Mter a an-advert I an Austrabian
newspaper, about 120 athletes will be chosen to
mﬂﬁﬂmﬂm&&ﬂmmmwm
weeks. Throughaout this periad thay will train under the
direction of & coach from the Australisn nsitute of

Sport.

Since EPO has bean Bnked with the death of elite
European cyclists, mlywmﬂldmusﬂhuglm
to the guines pig athiates.

The volurtesrs will nat, of courss, be able to
competa for 14 wesks whils the drug is in thair
system,

Athletics Weekly [roumy |9 200K

lin & h '
begin.

SYDINEY city centre will be pedestrianised overnight
o accommodate the Olympics.

Plans involve banning parking and tuming traffic
lanes into fooipaths — a strategy that the Olympic
Foads and Transport Authority hope will help the
citycopewith the extra 1.5 millionvisitors and ensure
that it 1% a pleasant place for them to visit.

The crowds are likely to peak in the eveningswhen
spectators converge on the city, especially the
harbour, after attending sporting cvents.

Big screens and food stalls will be temporarily
erected in the busiest spots — the Domain, Darling
Harbowr and The Rocks,

Love thy neighbour
SYDMNEY's Cathalics are being
asked to opean their homes to
visitars during the Clympics inan
effort 1o ease the predicted
accommodation reghtmare,

The sity's churches have
circulated newsletters sincs
Christmas, unging churchgoers
"t exarciss genarosity and
leadarship, while living out the
Gospel values of loving thy
nelghbour and welcoming the.
visifor"

135
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RESULTS

Kar 3= Banlisgo da Cubs: Cuban Javelin &
Kuilti-Evant Champlonshipe. JT0 (2 1,
Goredes 52 33 2, F'inunl:l&uu:l A0.18; Dac:
i) Duany BT04 {1k Gew, 700w, 1382, 2048,
A8L5E 1436 '1|.'.'.Ei1. 4100 FL2Z8, 42407 W
JTh) 1, Menerder B4 8 2 Bissst 64.05: 3,
Lopaz S0.55; 4, La Martana 0020 &, Bavero
5803

Mar I Hissar SPTT Shakl Singh
18.00/57.54; HT: Alimevich BLR 70.84; W 100
Kty 11.40; 400: Baaramod 52.82; 1500
Rard 410060 HT: K Jabaghor] Dend 58 56 rac;
Wior 16-16, Lucknow: 5F; ia) 1, Bahadur Singh
159.84; 2, Shasctl Singh 19,98, DT, Kumar
58,55 JT. (&) Biahnal 7685 W 100 |6k Migtry
11,38 s mec; A00° [o) Beerarmed 52 08; 1500:
() Hand £:10,7; T00H: [1,5) Biswal VAT rec;
DT Mesiam Singn 5725

Mar 4, Auckiand: [T Winchasier 51,80
Mar 1012, Chrstchurchc New Zealand
Championghips, 100 i, 035200 |-0.3);
Danaldson 10.3820.85; B i Rodgers
1:47 G1; S00H; Arnstrong 459,55 rec; HJ:
Hoeard 2.20 reo; OT [ak Winchasier SBL9E; W
Al Arpoit 52 44) 300 [y TS Hoogkinacn
2:00.86854:1 5.1 8; OT bl Faurnuena 62.06; T
| Wallams E2,31;
o 11k Lhemshohurch W HT: Willssms 9216

War 18-19, Cuisvla do Anje: W SP da);
Fachyushing AUT 1874 DT (a'bC Machado
81.65451.08; HT jat]

Ajves 5818 mec/D9.57 rac.

Mar 3-5. Buchareat DT Oprea (2,78 WOT: 1,
Cragii 63,711 2, lonsecs EO.40; HT, Melinte
B5.68; JT: Tarnure SE.38 (Flis 58,27 quall.

kear 18, Pedamburg! Tha women's 400m
hurdlea e of S5.20 by Jana Pitiman faoem
2.711. 1882 of Ausirala equalled the workd
o meoord hokd by Leslia Maxia (LISA8) since
188

Suzy Hamilton, wid misssd af of &5 aeddan
offoesing an Achilles ndon opsration n April,
made 8 promising nsturn tg competiion at
Long Besch by clocking 150648 In her
S000m dabud, passing 3000m in 8079,

Mar 11, Fullerion: W HT, 1, Vel 60.32; 2,
Parish B0.26;

Far 18 Liwg Baach: W SH0: 1, Hamlton
154 2, Kathy BUTLER 15045, 54 PY
Kudzighia 4.30;

Bar 18, Ternpa: 200 {11} Bernets 2085,
0k Artraona Siase 358,33, W a1 0 LS
43,78,

Feb 22, Jeblonec: 5P Meanc 19.70 inat 1871}

Far 5, Helsinki: BT Tomrguai 8344

Far &, Jortmund:; 'W PV Ims HILL 4.0

P 250, Mo vores W 15000 Jacobs 4:07.00.

ROAD
ITALY

712, Vigarasa Milnans bias 1, E Kibhwott
H[—H 21308; &, CGalcatara 21315 ioh, hind
marathan m 2000k 3, D Ngetich KEM 2:13:5T,
kiar 13, Rome-Dstia: H Mar: 1, Ingangiala
81:19; 2, Nyabdi KER E1323; 3, G Leong
81220 wonen - 1, Vicscorde 71:.07; 2, Tola
ETH 7114,

Resuits

The most comprehensive round-up of the latest athletics action

Fai 11, Hirrsad: 100: 1, Okown #8:54: 2. lwasn

472110 3, Tsuboka 4725

+ Felb 13, Karatpu: 10M: 1, Takahashd 45:48; 2,
v Hanang £T7:18: &, Yernamobs 4735

U Febi 27, Yokohama: Women's 42 2k Ekidgan; 1,
Do Kemya 2075004 [Koen 16810, Modansba 31:34,

i Dmais 18637, Butal 19:04, Subano 2258,

1 Warrbo 15:00) 2, Japan 21536 3, Hemaria
: 2115043 4, China 2016016 Taabest laga! (16T,

Sk} Mowquchi 15:24; 2nd, 10K) Mdersbs 37:34;
[Hrd, Bk} Li-Ji CHN 1EAT; fath, G185
Fartyukhova RS 18:58; (580, 10k Pomsdd
FRO8 32033, (51h, 5K) Ona RO 1518,

+ War 30, Matsus: WH Mar; 7, Shibui 88:31; 2,
- Bakashia T15S; 3, Rduraduji 7228,

i oMar 18, Seous Bar 1, Chiung Mam-tyun
211088 (b 2310, 78, 10ih st year in 22500
&, 0 Gargla ESF 1146, 3, Jans MAR
DAEE 4. F Kipeop KEM 2012145 5. Anban

1 ESP 2:12:40; &, Fim Byong

Pyl 2:1451 1,
wormen = 1, Park Ko-Eun 2233:08; £, Oh Mi-Ja
23455 3 Buh Okeom 35:08,

| hiar 19, Barcsiona: a1, W Kusyokl KEN
S B0 2, B Mutus BEMN 212:09; &, W

Cherubpot KEN 2:12:28; women: - §, Goreaiez
ARAESP 2:3112; 2, Forunabo BRA 2:533:35;

o &, Zhudeyera URE 23455,

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

den 14, Duibai Mar 1, W Eibet KEN 2:12:21;
2. J Muftal EEN 2:13:30; 3, Petascn BSA
21:4:30; woimen - 1, Burangulova PLS
AkZ2; 2, Barguw ROM 214058 . &, Trud

o THOMESOHW GBR 2:50°37.

i Mar 12, Danver Tk daliboded P Tams EER
a0

12, Pober FLERING 22:717,
Mar 15, ket Badfond: H Mar: Peias

. WHITEHEAD 604

CROSS-COUNTRY
IAAF CROSS CHALLENGE

Final S2andrgs;
fMer 1, Paul Tergat KEN 107pis; 2, Fainok
Pt KEM 104; 3, Assafa Mersgebu ETH 102;
4, Charles Knrmathi KEN 102 5, Semey Lebed
LER BE 0 Eduarcia Henriquss POH 7,
(wcemen) 1, Lwdia Cheremgi KEM 122 2, Geba
‘Warni ETH 119; A, fysiech Worku ETH 84; 4,
Susan Chepkemal KEN 32 4, Jackinae
Maranga KEN 75 B, Paula Radsks GBER BB

SPAIN

Mar &, Curense: Spanish Champonahips: 13K
1, Molina 39:84: 2.4 Garca 40:07; 3, Marbrnar
40:10; 4, Cunada 40;74; wormnan = 1, Absl
2r:ie, 2. Santags 2714, 3, o8 Caglra 27:30;
4, Waquero 2745,

SWITZERLAND

Mar 4-5, Thir: Swiss Cnamgpi 5. 45
Lasnal AR 13:72: 106 Khadifl TUR 3415 W

- BBk Wayarmann 105220038,

Trires Fiatbesiad's throw of B5.1% at Fara on

Juy 28 has not been accephed o Ha
L ingugural workd jatvelin record with e ey
- women's javelin as no doging control was
b pmed out. Thie ratied workd mecond |
L henstors 6708 by Abarian-born Mirsla Teeli
: of Gresce when winning the world fitle in
| Saylle on Aug 26
i Hungadan diacus Erower ADE MHarsth 324
i has anmaunced his etromant. Ha topped the
+ TEEd word sl with Ris nasianal record of
+ BE.58 and was e anly man o best Lars
i Fiodul in 12858, Ha was Eurapaan junior
champhan in 1985, third In tha 1587 Weela
i+ Chamgicnstipa, Bih n tha 1002 Ohympics
i ard fourth i the 19885 Word Championships
i Himona Stakcu, a 2530:52 marathoner from
+ Fomans who has bean Tving in Hungary gince
i 183, received Fonganan cilisenshio on
: Riarch 14,

[ HiRTY-SomETHING ReCORDS

Mlar 18, Drre: Incloar 48 howr uitra 158 Workd
Chamgicrrhisa: 1, Botounahk 404758 K 2,

1 Creofidfiek 372085, 3 dakubic POL SF0UERT,
i woman - 1, Aouiosich ALIS 368 644 (WE); 2.
- Bachais GER 50828,
o 2e.0av7,

3. Brlacheia POL

 WALKS
- GREECE

bdar 18, Marathon: Greek Championships:
S0k Kessbanis 3o58:47; W 20k Deskou 1:39:38

-5

i Mar 18, ARisols Superions: 12 1, De
! Bemadicla 52:05;

Mlar 15, Tardndc: W 20k 1, Alrdi 1:28:00; 2,
Perone 1:289:13; 3, Pelling 1:21:33 .. &, Sidati

¢ faultading Fram flu 1:54:08

Fat 13, Prak cda Licteegat: 30k 1, Odriascla
2:09:13; 2 Plaza 2:03:47; 3. J M Rodriguez
2N0AT W TG Peeag 4874

Fab &1, Cahagin: 20k: Ferndndex 1:23102;

¢ bar 19, Cieza: Spanish Championships: S0k

1, J & Garci 34514; 7, Ocviezeda 3145557, 3,
Aellanesda J:E2:53 d, 5 Pérer 3:53:08; 5, J M
Rodriguez 3:54:18; W 206 Pérez 1:32:03 rec.

)

kichael Johnson's estonishing skt 10 the

; FRASRDN, & 18,71 $0m at alihede o Sodrthi

| Alrca, was among otber Thirgs 2 wonid beet
by an sthiete of his age (32 and highlighted
i yal again that entering your Nities = no

| b U grocucing Beiliant peclormances.
 Here foomolled by Mel Yatman s a fist of

*world records” by tha 230 and ovar brigada,

* the only waak avent being the woman's pole
: wauh for the wery pacd reascn thet nons of the
. pummerd world olags paformans has pal
y :?E:*‘raﬂ theat age
=]

100m: 9.84. Hrany Sonn AR 1SR (33}

T 200m 18,714 Michasl Johnson LISA 2000 {32)

£00m 43,78 Michae! Johnson USA 1995 {31}

| BoOm 14780 Jahnry Ciray LSS, 1550 (3]

150000 23: 3056 Wiliarm Tanui BKEN 1887 (33]
bl SR T3 Sterve Ecott LESA, 155G

~ 3000 T:28.34 Brantim Lahiafl BMAR 19959 31)

S000m 1 2:54.70 Cieber Baurmarn GEH 1987
)
10, 00m 2650838 Yobes Onoickd KEN 1932

Sfar 220078 Moses Tarui KEN 1593 (34
3000mSC B03.41 Pabrick Sang KERN 1997 [33)
110mH 12 94 Jack Plarca LIGA 16946 (331

! #00mH 4723 Amadou Dia Ba SEW 1868 [30)

H.J 243 Sario Thrdnhardt FRS 15248 (30)

- P A4 Seigay Bultha UKR 1884 (3]

LJ B.87 Carl Lewis LS8 1887 (30)
T4 1808 Hennmy Hamison LSA 1956 [21)

1 GP 2264 Loo Beer GLIA 1986 @1)

OT 71.28 Jobin Powall LSA 1964 (36), Ficky

: Biruch SWE 1384 2B} & Imrich Bugar TGH

£ jank
HT 8874 Yuny Sed

LIRSS 1854

| Dag 8274 Den O'Brien LISA 1906 (30)

Z0RW 1:18:13 Pavol Blarek TCH 1990 (324

| HORVY 33902 Sergey Korspanow KIZK 1989
fead)

DTN

{100 0. 74 Mertang Critery Jak 1956 {35

200 21,84 Merlane Crfey JAM 1687 (31)
£00rm £7.06 Jermria Kraiocheiiovd TOH 1983
ed

| B00m 1:53.28 Jarmila Krabocklows TOH 15883

1A
1500m 3:56.55 Yekaterna Podapayava LIRS

1884 [32)
Bl 41733 Maricicn Pusca BOM 1983 (35)
SO0m HE B [atyana Fagancna UHS 188

]

ﬁ%ﬂﬁ" 1453753 Ingri Frigtiaresn MOR 1986
|

10,0080 20;1 3.74 Ingrid Knsfiansen NOR

1886 (30

Mar 225240 ingrd Knsbansan MO 1087 (37)

100mH 1237 Gad Devers LISA 1955 {53)

A00miH 52,78 Sandra Farmer-Fabrick US&

1883 (31)

Hil 2,05 Stafa Kemadnoya BLIL 1856 (37)

Py 4,52 Gabiela Minakcen RO 7900 (35)

L 740 Jackie Joynor-forsea LSS 1884 [32)

Td 15,03 kKlarda Chan BUS 19985 @33

2F 1,80 hanka Khistoer BUL 1986 [34)

OT 74.58 £denka Sthenva TGH 1984 [30)

HT 6710 Lorraing Shaw GER 19985 1)

JT gnewy) B2.15 Trine Haftesiac MOR 1999 [37)

E Tl Jackie Joyner-enmes RS 1092

10RW 41:04 Yodgrs Miloolasra ALIG 1906 (00

¢ BOKW 1:27-30 Maduzhda Fyebidre RUS 1209

Maw [0 e “thirtes” club this year ard
pskaniial recond Breskens for the age graup

¢ include WWson Kipkater (Oec 12}, Nouradding
i Mol ihured 30 on Fel 26, Mebammed

Mokt [0t 100, Fonalda da Costa Lar 71,
Muses ptanu (Oot 1), Kally Hodlmas (Apr 15,
Joycs Chepehurnba Moy 6] and Diga
KLeerkayva $00t £,

March 25

KEMYA's Isanc Hipronn beat Habe's Danko Goffl
Ly @ e saG o e sgnnd el o owin T
record tme 2t Prague's Stromovka Park.

Kiprono's time of 1:03:23 boat tha previous
caures record sal by LiDya's Al Exavabi by a
minufe and 20 saconds. Gof, a European
Championships siver medalist, was secand in
M axGiling racs whidh was e wiker
owercasl skies. Another Kenyvan, Paul
Abudonyang cams In thind.

Bipren, whi actan RE & pacamakar wien
Khakd Fhanrsuchi ran the warkd best
marathan time last October in Chicaga,
praged e Prague Coirme. Ha now conaiders
eriterig iha Mashyile Marathon in Tenmesses.

Goftl said that tha race was an ideal
praparation for his Landon Marathan

T asprabons in Ageil, The Rakan, wha's also

Athlaetics Weakly Manh 20 200k

resulis@athletics-weekly.co.uk
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Right problem,
wrrong solution

Hiacking Carol
IF OME of the ewwed sims of
Hrtish abiedics 5 G0 Dring
sthiates Lo the paopie why Bre
thres meetings of nota baing
stagad, on consetuliag
weskards in May and June, st
Bedford? It i5 3 quesktion that
Carad Jackson, sole promoter of
the Bediordsire Intemational
Sames, Ty sl f ey
askirg harcall &5 she
contemplates bar meeting being
the Tail-End Charlig of tra gt
Unless the pood citzens of
dedford bagn seving now i
seems thet her meeting, rather
than the mees-Dogntes o the
Jannny Corrss Latesy, the Sacond
Aoad bo Sydney televised
Tasting, will suffer

(¥ courssa it is 8 reflection of
the efficient co-operation end
orizanisation of the Badford
eradium that three such
meEtings v chosen Lo-go
there. "The Bedford staditm
fought off skrong competition o
be chosen., " seid & necent
prass release. However, thers
are regecsed areas of the
cauntey whise & first class
maatng would do much to
boost Ioeal nterest and suraly
this should have besn 2
considergtion for LK Athletics
Bs it sesks to promate the
Spart mare widely

It is the sacond yeer Carpl
Jackzon hes seen her dete
hiacked and as, egart from
stadium hira, hs cowvers all
expensss for the meeting out of
her own pociet, 8 good crowd
would oo some way T0 oovering
Eha costs ard Chersty please
har bark mansgan

Che may well feel entiled to
esk i LUK AtheticePASFast
Treck feel thet mastings such
g5 the Bedford Games are
warthwhile, The resd for a
o of gacond tier mestings
saams farky obvous, especaly
bo those fighting for reoognition,
It wiill ot encalrags buddng
promobers oubsids tha
maingtream bo 582 such
mgparent rough-shoddng
[oirg on

HE current debate within the
IAAF about changing the nat-
ure of the sport by restricting
the number of attempts by
competitors in high jump and
pole vaule, allied with ideas to reduce
thenumberafattemptsin throwsand
horizontal jumps is interesting.

"Letusnot fearchange,” says presi-
dent Lamine Diaclk. Absolutelv, Buche
shouldalsonote the question ofaNew
York professor in another context.
*“Whatisthe problem,” Meil Postrman
says we should ask, "to which this is
a solution?”

It was the marketing branch of the
European AA that decided there was
a problem with the European Cup.
The competition was losing favour
with spectators and more fright-
eningly to the EAA marketeers, with
television, It was decided thar horiz-
ontal jumps and throws should be
reduced from six attemnpts to four in
arder to speed up the programme.
Anyonewhao has warched a Cupcom-
petition since thar implementarion
will not have noticed a ha'porth of
difference.

If one could ask those that have
stayed away from European Cups for
theirreasons would they say, “Because
the triplejumptakes toomuch time?”
Ofcourse not. Itwas awrong solution
to the original problem.

Television never has and never will

*. i

| 1..'..:" ; 1

showevery jumpand throw inacom
petition. In the IAAF Newsletter,
Georpes Giauffrer, a TV athletics dir-
ector wrote: "This proposal won't
change the way an athietics meeting
iscoveredon TV ...evenif theywanted
to, directors cannot follow an entire
pole vault or high jump competition
withsomuchelse going onat the same
time." Exactly.

Diack wrote: “ personallycan recall
many occasions when athletes parti-
cipating in the pole vault and hizh
jumphave performed incredible teats
insideastadinmwhose fans have pone
horme, or broken recordswhenthe TV
broadcast has gone off theair ™ Sohave
we all Mr President. The solution,
however, lies In better programniing,
not in reducing the number of

Litvinow: classic bactle

attempts lor each competitor,

For many, Held events are super-
numerary to the main fare, track. Itis
stillassumed by many promoters that
the public is not interested in jumps
and throws. Thelie tothatwas proven
19vearsapowhen Britain faced the old
Soviet Unioninamatchat Gateshead,
a veritable heartland of harrierism.
The tickezs showed the first event ar
a cerrain time, 5o the stadium was
packed when the hammer began one
hour before the first wack event. The
crowd was gripped by a great contest
between twawarld class 80m throw-
ers, Sedyvkh and Lindnaow,

CICIS AT NN DCTWGEN MAaKINE

OUr SpoOrt More User or more viewer,”
spectator friendly. The IAAF or the
EAA cross it at their peril.

MATTHELY CRANCOUA of LK Sports
Courci last wesk asked the question:
are thers 247 achietss 2t the present
tima who £an meat tra critaria of
hauing the potential Lo schisve medal

BUGCRES AL e, Wil and
Emnfey!-ﬁmmﬁ:n;&im
bt know it axpasss the fatuousness
of tha presant criteri for Octery
fundng. It sppsered on the same day
that his organisation ennounced that.

-gold, support for sport coud drop by
30 per cent for the four yesrs up to
the Athens. Olympcs. Ho o gun ko
the heac of sports just prior

‘o an Oiyrmpics, whan the lottery
fundng scharmes are hardy urde- way.
5 dibolied .

B I
The whole guestion of lottery

‘pobental \What goes It mesn, how
3N you [dentily £7 & means just what
the sports councis choose i &2 mean
and they choose € to mean postions

\Wrong problem, wrong solution

in ranking fists. If you placed fifs in the
chances are that you can get a medal
8t the rneat championship. Pesly?

in Sevlle Bst year 21 166 per
cent) of the medafists would hove
sulfered thia LK cntena, coming
putgide the top 20 of the year before.
Thirty-seven [23 4 per cent) wera’
renked outsice the tog 10, 551468
g 400m hordes bronze medallist
Morcal Schelbert, who was B0Lh in
150848, 400m herdies gold medslist
Dwimi Perniz, who renked 83rd and cur
ot Dean Macey (unrenkadl walkd have
biear leughed out of court,

It & this ohsession weh medals.
which ke & epidemic pusses down
fram politican to bureawcrat. that wil
finedly siri Inttary funding and somz

sports with 6 The arswer ta
Crawcour's gueston i, of course, na
Ding weouls go further: thare ame nct
81 athietes who can meot that
cricerin BuUG there 508 & Uery large
numiber of athietes who wauld meet it
f you sat £ at finakst lvel And £ Max
Jores Wi alowid to presan his case
personaly to the Lottery Board 3
mattar not addressed by Crawoour) he
wiould patiantly expiain the obwiols:
before you produce mersiists you have
o produce findists.

Dishing out mooy to dividual
athietes end bypessing the federation
is to go down & cul-de-580 to disasten
Y cannot dvorea petental from
divelopment.

Howeuer nokioUs ©5 Sports
programme was, the GOF knew that
to fired ibs medalises & had to spread
its net wice. In Britain undar the
present: sparts-courcil's regime the
opposite pertans, Kate Homy sort
this lo aut

TONY WARD

S0 Athletics Wheekly 10 Aonl 2000
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Andrea Whitcombe -

runs Olympic qualiﬁyi 3 ‘Qg_

British team
captain
resigns
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Belgrave and Sale share the honours in British League clash

Solid season-opeffer
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Hammer goes full circle as Black chases world best

WITH vour hip so suspect that you hiava
b fay off sex and siesp with & pilow
betwsan your thighs, you mght Feckon
your ethietics days are numbersd,
wriEs Doug Gian

Mot Chres Black. Seventh in the
1878 Diympic final, the Edinburgh man
says I his body holds up, he can break
the world S0O-plus record &t the
Europesn Veterans' Chempionships in
Finlard next month.

"My target is B350 metres, using
the sik-kio lammer,” says Black, beck
after & 135-yesr abaence, and @ hip
replecement. “No sex for eighfs weaks,
and the pilow, to stop me crossing my
|egs — those were the surgean’'s
instructions,” says Back, who reached

almost 20 stones. dong strength
contests, after guitting the circla,

In the Scottish men's Bague first
division this month he finished second
tn Scottsh champion Dava Allen,
launching the 1Bl hammer ta a UK
wataran bast of 53.91m

"y bechnigue S & bit competition-
rusty,” smys Black, "but it s getting
bettar tharks to my wife I've done
B2 07 m with tha bghter mghenent

That's a2 LUK veterans' best a= well,
ard | raaly balieve | can get tha wodid
record in Finlend. ® Thet would be spme
compansation for bontreal in 1976
whan he threw 73 18Bm.

"iri Seaykh won Olvmipic gokd with
77.52m. Black wes over B0m in warm-u

He will miss che LK wets in order to
do the Scottish Championships whera
voung men ke defending champion Alan
wil nesd to be on their mettle t
prévent the ermbarrassmant of Black
reganing B ticls he lest won in 1286

“'va Dst taid SLONES SN0 JonNLacy
when my wi'e put me on a diet,” says
Black His wie, lormer badrmnton
incernationzl Chratine Heatly, now a
coach, hias prescrbed sprnt and fost
feat drils from her sport, and he is now
rruch quecker in the circle Bt 175 2b,
I'm the sama weght as 76 for the first
cime since * Though his LE moord hes
long gore, Black s1ill ranks fourth sl-
time His Scottish record of 75.40m
hes survved since 1383

Su?ev county newsletter to be revived

SCAN, Surrey County Athletics News, whichwas launched
in June 1958 by the late John Marrell, best known as a
former AAA treasurer and the sport’s first national

Burchell’s firstissue contains county news, including
a report on Surrey’s wriumph in the U15 girls' section
of the Mational Sports Hall finals at Birmingham's NIA

administraror, and Les Ward, has been revived. and a complete list of wha's who in UK Athletics.

It has been re-launched under the editorship of past Keith plans to produce the county newsletter three
Surrey president Keith Burchell, who recently stood  times a year and copy deadlines for the next two edit-
dowwn as one of the county's track and field champion-  ions are August 16 and November 15,
ships secreraries. Hewould welcome any news, views and other infor-

He is currently the compiler of annual ranking lists ~ mation from clubs and individoals in Surrey sent w
for U20 and U17 men and UlLS and U13 boys. Heis  himat 26 Norfolk Avenue, Sanderstead, South Croydon,
also preparing & new edition of the Surrey County  Surrey, CR2 8BN, or via email to keith burchell@
handboolk. hotmail com
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Have your say...

H&YE you ever wondared what people in athletics realy think about tha issues that affect tham?
Mow Arriatics Weekly ard officisl UK Athistics sponsos CEU phe you the chante bo BEXpress vour point of visw

What you have to do
B simple really Log on ko the world wide wob ot the sddress below and samply cick on the button reflecting your
opinion. Aesponses to this week's guestion wil be disploved on the stheticsnet. com website and published m next

week 5 Arhlacics Weeidy,
What are you waiting for? Get online and tell us what you think!
13% 84% 3%

Ouestion of the Week:
REGISTER YOUR GQFINION NEB W &K&T

Do you think that GB will beat USA in the
www.athleticsnet.com

i B A e e TS S e T

&V T e v
EftTir s mcni T i

.

,E'ullll EITEE

Norwich Union Challenge in Glasgow on Sunday?

Last week's opinions;

Do you think that athletes should be disqualified
afcer one false start?

,G WHGELE ks
NTr

'
Lkl inpnijamw

4] "]

28 Jung 2000 Athletics Weekdy 7



- September 13 2000 £135

oytney Olympics
Preview Edition

Inside — your El]:iiage guide to all the athletics action

teancg We’ve £2500 of gear from
YR official Dlympic partners
ool ProSSport to he won

*The most comprehensive results service




Warld recard

ety Sedyih [LIRS] BE 7d4m
Olympic record

Sargey Litwnoy [YHS) B85 EUm
British record

ifartin Girdan 77.54m

* Atlanta '96

Gaold: Balars Kiss (HUN
Silwer: Lence Dasl 1USA)
Bromes: Alekcey Enpoun [UKHE]

Eg::.;l oy Lstwinom
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Fecmick O'Calagnan's two goid
riegdale st the harmmes in 1928
and 1932 ara two of anly fous
poid medals Irsland has won n
Oiympic track & field events,

 Did you know?

Hungary's Balars Keis, the
reignirg Olympic champion wha
has thrown 73, 22m this seascn,
weighs 115kg and stands 1.82m
Lall His Surrame mame in
Hungarien means short or smsll

# Records
World record

Jan Zelezny [CZE] B3, 4Bm
Qiympic recard

Jan Zalezry ICFE) BOL GG

Bricish record
Sxeve Backley 91.48m

“ Atlanta "36

Godd: Jan Zeiezry (CZE]
Silver: Steve Bacdey ([GE)
Bronze: Sepoo Faky (FIN]

Finland has wan seven Dkmpio
tickes in this event. noludng

bwd by Jonm Myyra n 1920
and 15824

¥ Did you know?

o Jelerns sieried et
‘o et but despite satting
Fis st oworid record in 1587 he
faled Do win pold &t the' fowr
subseouet major championehips
n 1987, ‘B8, 30 and 51

Stewve Backley

Thres-time Buropean champon
nesacis to add gold ©o his owo
previous Oymeic
medals, oronze
(921 sher {86
befora he can truly
clmm & place
among the world's
gli-time prests.

Hammer

Fall the men'sthrowingevents
the hammer is the hardest one
to call. 19 athletes have so far
thrown over 30m this year but
nooneis reallyconsistentat thac level,
nobody having had more than three
competitions in this ternitory. The
wide open nature of the event this
summier is nobetter exemplified than
by thecurrentworid leader Gilles Dup-
ray of France (82.38m).

That throw by Dupray was made at
the end of June and the best since was
79.59m for second behind Amenican
Lance Deal in Nice at the beginning
of July. Hardly the most consistent of
performersat the bestoftimes, the 30-
year-old Dupray has failed 1o qualify
for the final stage at all major champ-
jonships he has entered since 1995,

Ifthereistobeaserious Frenchchal-
lenge for Olympic laurels it is more
likely tocome fromthe hands of Chiris-
tophe Epalle who lies third in the
world rankingsthisyearwith81.79m.
Epalle’s championship record is only
slightly better than his compatriot's
- seventh in the 1994 Europeans his
best—but he has shewna level of con-
sistencyconsolidating his seasonwith
80.14, 79.90 and 79.52m competi-
tans.
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Hungarian 1999 world champion-
ship fourth placer Tibor Gecsek
{(81.92m), Russia’s 1997 world bronze
medallist Vasiliy Sidorenko (81.75m),
Ukrainia's, 1999 world bronze med-
allist Viadislav Piskunov and 1995
wiorld silver medallistlgor A ich
(BLR) (81.25m), lie second, lourth ,
fifth and seventh respectively in the
world rankings. Each of these throw-
ers has aleo had three 80m-plus com-

Gualitying [group A): Saturdoy, September 22, 10,00 (12.00am B5T)
Gualifying [group B): Saturdey, Sepramber 23, 1215 [2,15am B3T
Final; Sundey, Septermber 24, 20,30 (10,.20am BST]

petitions totheir names. However, 39-
year-old eight-time American cham-
pion Lance Deal should not be dis-
counted and might just add to the sil-
ver medal he won in Atlanta.

In an event littered with gquestion
marksithisseason, the biggestvariable
is the form of Germany s two world
champions, Heinz Weis - godd medal-
list in 1997 - and current champion
Karsten Kobs. During the early part
of this season both men threw below
!urhurhmlg.r have crept over the 80m
ine for the first ime in whar is maybe
a well rimed bid for Olvmpic glory
during suchalong season. Weis threw
80.13m in mid-August, while Kobs,
who led the word in 1999 with 2
mighty 82.78m, won the German
Championshipsattheend of lulywith
an encouraging 0.2 1m.

Reigning Olympicchampion Balazs
Kiss {79.22m) has yet to break 80m
this year but should never bediscoun-
ted. However, those looking for good
outside odds should perhaps bet on
either Japan's Asian Games champi
Koji Murafushi (80.56m) or Finland's
world junior champion and record-
holderOlli-Pekka Karjalainen (80.55m)
as both have been over 80m three
times this season.

Javelin

HE javelin is our most suc-
cessiul event!” said 96 Oly-
mpic silver medallist Steve
Backley and there is nodoubst
the men's javelin represents Britain's
besthopeofa throwing goldin Sydney.

However, until che last few weeks
the omens have not been promising
with Britain’s top two of recent years
Mick Hill and Backley throwing below
par. While European silver medallist
Hill (83.71m) remains mainly in the
81m range, 2 "third man” in the guise
of Truro's Nick Nieland broke through
ar the AAAs with a magnificent
85.09m personal best.

Backley seems tohave sorted out his
technical ems and produced a
good 84-85m series of throws behind
Finland’s world champion Ala Panvi-
ainen in London and an impressive
86.70m winat the AAAs. Given Back-
ley’s two previous Olympic medals -
bronze 1992 and silver 1996 - and
three European gold, he has nothing
L0 prove as a competitor.

However, all three British throwers
need wosignificantly uptheir distances
if they are vo stand a realistic chance
of challenging the present world top
three for Olympic medals.

The 2000 season has been domi-

Qualifying Igroup Al; Fridey, September 22, 11.30 [1.30sm 257
Qualihing (group B): Fridey, September 22, 13 15 (3, 15am BST]
Final: Saturday, Sapterbar 23, 20.25 (10.25em 25T]

Okl Parviainen

nated by three names, world recorc-
holder Jan Zelezny (CZE), Parviainen
and the Greek Kostas Gatsioudis who
took world silver behind the Finn last
summer. Zedezny (90.59%m) and Parvi-
ainen (20,97m) have eachthrownover
the 90m line in three competitions.
However, the world lead is currently
held by Gatsioudis whose 91.69m
cffort in Kuortane beat Parviainen's
590.97m challenge and produced the

competition of the year so far.
Zelezny, in an effort to protect both
ashoulderand back injured frequently
during a dozen years of top compe-
tition has competed sparingly. But
after returning frominjury to land the
waorld bronze lastyear, nobody should
be surprised if the Czech rakes a third
consecutive Olympic title in Sydney,
Besides Backley and the big three,
Russian Sergey Makarow (89.92m) has
also posted his Olympic intentions
with a comprehensive defearof Gatsi-
oudiz ar rhe European Cup in Gares-
head. Makarovcommented tharGats-
ioudis looked tired in Gateshead and
except for a 86.12m win in Athens at
the end of July, the Greek has totally
disappeared from competition.
There is also a question mark over
the form and fimesz of Germany's
Boris Henry (86.65m) and Raymond
Hecht (83.84m) - both 90m men
when in form they ‘ve been uncharac-
teristically off the boil all season.
Left-handed Cuban Emetenio Gon-
zalez (87.12m) may springa surprise
havingincreasedhis PRbvnearly three
metres this summer. There is also a
Finnish pair o consider, Harr Hakka-
rainen (85.65m) and world juniorrec-
ord-holder Harri Haarainen (B5.10m).

96 Athlotios Weskly 13 Soptomisr 2000
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