
Worried About Student Loan Debt? 

A Gap Year may be Your Solution. 
 

By Dick Kuiper 

 

One of today’s most perplexing problems is that of suffocating student loan debt. As I 

see it, a major cause of this problem involves high school graduates jumping into a 

degree program without a clear picture of a career path.  

 

This haste to shorten the process of earning a college degree forced students into 

universities before they locked in on a preferred career path. The mismatch between 

chosen degree programs and career direction was the root of the problem.  

 

The solution to this dilemma was all too obvious to me. If students would take the time 

to select a suitable career path before signing up for an expensive degree program, a 

big part of the problem would disappear.  

 

The concept of taking a gap year between high school and college has been dismissed 

by too many parents and students as being unwise. Based on my own personal 

experiences, I could not disagree more with the efficacy of taking a gap year. Better to 

delay for a while than to court financial disaster.  

 

One thing is of utmost importance, however. Students must not view the gap year as a 

time to relax. Instead, they need to focus intently on selecting a suitable career path. 

 

The good news here is that the tools and techniques now available for career path 

selection are far better than anything previously available. The most promising of these 

is the “try before you buy” opportunities afforded by the burgeoning gig economy.  

 

I’ll not go into all the details of my experiences here that led to phenomenal personal 

success But, if you’re interested in hearing all the innovative, juicy and humorous details 

of the path I chose, you can pick up a copy of my latest book, “How I Went from 

Minimum Wage to Multimillionaire without a College Degree (amazon.com $2.99-

$6.99). I really wanted a college degree to help me achieve success, but dire financial 

circumstances got in my way. I used my ‘earn while you learn’ strategy to chip away at 

earning a degree while working full time. As the book title indicates, I never did obtain a 

degree. I was simply too busy and making too much money. 

 

I delayed my college pursuits due to financial necessity, so I was unable to take 

advantage of a traditional gap year myself. I instead opted for a stint in the military, 

where I accidentally stumbled into an opportunity in the computer field. My military gap 



taught me the value of having a career path selected before pursuing formal career-

related education. 

 

Another very important lesson I learned along the way was that having a college degree 

is not necessarily a requirement for career success after all. I did not need a degree in 

computer science to achieve phenomenal success and earn a few million in the 

Information Technology field. Should that not be proof enough?  

 

So, there you have it. Now you can understand why I’m a passionate supporter of the 

gap year concept. It worked wonders for me even if it was “accidental.” Given today’s 

student loan crisis, it may work wonders for current students as well.  

 

“Ready, aim, fire should be your mantra rather than the “ready, fire, aim scenario so 

prevalent on today’s campuses.  
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