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Dear Readers,
You hold in your hands more than a commemorative volume.

You hold the story of an idea that became a nation, a nation that became a beacon for
millions, and a people who, generation after generation, continued to shape its destiny.

These pages do not claim that America's journey has been perfect. No nation's journey ever
is. They do, however, affirm that America's story is one of continual striving-to build a more
perfect Union, to widen the blessings of liberty, to correct injustice, to embrace diversity,
and to renew the promise of democracy.

We have sought to tell that story honestly, fairly, and with gratitude. We have celebrated
achievement without overlooking struggle. We have acknowledged greatness without
ignoring imperfection. Above all, we have remembered that history is ultimately about

people-their dreams, sacrifices, failures, courage, and hope.

This volume was prepared not merely to commemorate the 250th Anniversary of American
Independence, but to inspire reflection upon the enduring ideals that have guided the
Republic through triumph and trial alike.

If, upon closing this book, you understand America a little better, admire its achievements a
little more deeply, appreciate its diversity a little more fully, and feel encouraged to
contribute to its continuing story, then these pages will have fulfilled their purpose.

This volume was not assembled in haste. It was built with care, with love, and with an
abiding respect for history-so that generations yet to come may understand not only what
America achieved, but how America hecame America.

Come. Let us walk through 250 years together.

Prof. Indrajit S Saluja, Editor
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250 TOP INDIAN AMERICANS

Leaving a mark with their contributions

COMPILED BY PARVEEN CHOPRA

Founder LotusintheMud.com

n this historic edition celebrating America@250,

The Indian Panorama recognizes the extraordinary

contributions of generations of people of Indian
origin who have helped shape America's story. From
early pioneers who arrived with dreams and
determination to today's leaders influencing science,
technology, politics, business, arts, and public
service, their journeys reflect the enduring values of
ambition, resilience, and the pursuit of opportunity.

The bridge between India and America was

strengthened more than a century ago by visionaries
such as Swami Vivekananda, whose historic address
at the Parliament of the World's Religions in Chicago in
1893 introduced Indian philosophy and spiritual
thought to a global audience. That legacy continues
through personalities such as Usha Vance, who
became Second Lady of the United States in 2025,
marking another milestone in the evolving presence of

people with Indian heritage in the nation's public life.

Across generations, individuals with roots in India
have contributed to America's advancement in
remarkable ways. Scientists such as Nobel laureates
Har Gobind Khorana, Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar,
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, and Abhijit Banerjee
expanded the boundaries of knowledge and human
understanding of nature. In technology and
entrepreneurship, pioneers such as Satya Nadella,
Sundar Pichai, Arvind Krishna, and Jayshree Ullal
have built and led companies transforming the global
gconomy.

Their impact is equally visible in America's
democratic institutions. Kamala Harris, the 49th Vice
President of the United States, along with public
figures including Nikki Haley, Raja Krishnamoorthi,
Ro Khanna, Pramila Jayapal, and Dalip Singh Saund
represent a growing legacy of leadership and civic
engagement.

The contributions extend far beyond boardrooms
and government halls. Space pioneers Kalpana
Chawla and Sunita Williams carried the spirit of
exploration beyond Earth. Scientists, including
Narinder Singh Kapany, whose work laid the

NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS

foundation for fiber optics, and Arun Netravali, whose
innovations powered the digital video revolution,
changed the way the world communicates. Writers,
filmmakers, artists, and creators such as Jhumpa
Lahiri, Salman Rushdie, Mira Nair, M. Night
Shyamalan, Mindy Kaling, Priyanka Chopra, and
Vikas Khanna have enriched America's cultural
landscape and have become household names.

It is impossible to capture the achievements of the
thousands who have contributed to the nation's
progress. Therefore, in this special section, we
compile thumbnail profiles of just Top 250 Indian
Americans, highlighting their notable contributions.
This is a collection of inspiring stories spanning
science, medicine, technology, politics, business,
sports, literature, entertainment, and philanthropy.

These 250 eminent people represent different
generations and experiences-some born in America,
others who arrived as immigrants carrying education,
determination, and dreams. Together, their stories
form a powerful chapter in America's larger narrative:
a nation strengthened by diversity, innovation, and the
limitless possibilities created when talent meets
opportunity.
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DECODING THE LANGUAGE OF LIFE

HAR GOBIND KHORANA
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PREDICTING HOW STARS DIE

Har Gobind Khorana (1922-2011) was an Indian origin
biochemist. His research helped decipher the genetic
code, revolutionizing modern biology and medicine. He
was awarded the 1968 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine along with Marshall Nirenberg and Robert W.
Holley for explaining how genetic information directs
protein synthesis.

Born and educated in India, Khorana pursued research
in Europe and North America. He was at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison when he received the Nobel Prize.

VENKATRAMAN RAMAKRISHNAN |

REVEALED THE RIBOSOME'S SECRETS

Born in India in 1952, Venkatraman Ramakrishnan is
the recipient of the 2009 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for
revealing the structure and function of the ribosome-the
cell's protein-making machinery. By mapping this
complex molecular structure, comprising hundreds of
thousands of atoms, his work transformed understanding
of how proteins are made and paved the way for the
development of more effective antibiotics.

Former Royal Society President Ramakrishnan was
affiliated with the MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
Cambridge, UK, when he received the Nobel Pri

Astrophysicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar (1910-
1995) won the 1983 Nobel Prize in Physics for discovering
the maximum mass a white dwarf star can have before it
collapses into a neutron star or black hole, fundamentally
changing our understanding of how stars evolve.

The nephew of Indian physicist Sir C.V. Raman, who
won the 1930 Nobel Prize in Physics, Chandrasekhar was
born and educated in India.

ABHUJIT VINAYAK BANERJEE

TRANSFORMING THE ECONOMICS OF POVERTY

Economist Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee received the 2019
Nobel Prize for Economics (the Sveriges Riksbank Prize
in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel) for an
experimental approach to reducing global poverty.

Born in 1961, he was educated in India. Later, he earned
his doctorate from Harvard University and is the Ford
Foundation International Professor of Economics at MIT.
He is also the co-founder of Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty
Action Lab (J-PAL).
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Kumudini Gupta: Building Bridges Across Cultures,
Communities, and Continents

A Nobel Peace Prize nominee, peace advocate, and community leader, Kumudini Gupta has dedicated her life to advancing
women's empowerment, protecting children's rights, and fostering understanding across faiths and cultures

Kumu Gupta, in a documentary on 'Singing the American National

Anthem at a Giants Baseball Game! was host and producer of her

own show, 'Talk of the Town' for two years. (Photos provided by
Kumu Gupta)

Across the world, Indians have distinguished
themselves not only through personal success but also
through their contributions to communities, societies, and
global causes. Among them is Kumudini 'Kumu' Gupta,
whose life and work exemplify the power of service-driven
leadership.

Based in Massachusetts, Kumu has spent over two
decades championing community service, interfaith
dialogue, women's empowerment, and global peace. While
her professional journey began in engineering and
technology, her lasting impact has been forged through
building bridges across cultures, faiths, and nations while
empowering communities and advancing social change.

Kumu has dedicated much of her life to causes that
transcend politics and geography: from advocating for
survivors of domestic violence and supporting child-
rights initiatives to promoting interfaith representation in
civic life and fostering international dialogue through the
UN and peace organizations. Her work reflects a belief that
meaningful change begins not in institutions alone, but
within communities willing to listen, collaborate, and act.
ROOTS OF RESILIENCE

Born in India and raised in Kuwait, Kumu grew up in a
family that valued education, discipline, and independent
thinking. Her parents encouraged her to pursue
ambitions, nurturing a confidence that would later help
her navigate male-dominated academic and professional
spaces.

When she moved to the United States as a teenager to
pursue higher education, she had to adapt to a new culture,
climate, and way of life, which required resilience. But
those early years also expanded her worldview. While
earning advanced degrees and building a successful
engineering career, most times among 1-2 females in a
male dominated field, she developed a growing interest in
community engagement and cross-cultural
understanding.

BEYOND ENGINEERING

Over the years, Kumu established herself professionally
in the technology sector, working with major corporations
before launching KUMU Consulting and transitioning into
entrepreneurship. Alongside, she steadily built a parallel
life devoted to volunteerism, advocacy, and civic
leadership. Her contributions span an unusually broad
range of causes. In Massachusetts, she served on
commissions and advisory boards focused on human
rights, women's issues, and community development. She
worked to increase the visibility of Indian Americans in
public life and encouraged greater participation by
immigrant communities in civic affairs.
TRANSFORMING COMMUNITY HEALTH

One of her most impactful initiatives emerged during
her five years of service with President Obama's Council
on Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition program. Recognizing
that mainstream health messaging often failed to resonate
with immigrant communities, Kumu developed MyThali,

CURRENT POSITION: SECRETARY GENERAL,
GLOBAL PEACE
SECRETARIAT

KNOWN FOR: GLOBAL PEACE ADVOCACY AND
INTERFAITH LEADERSHIP.

MAJOR RECOGNITION: NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
NOMINEE (2023);
SMITHSONIAN HONOREE

a culturally relevant nutrition model inspired by federal
healthy-eating guidelines that promoted "Nutrition
without Giving Up Tradition."

Designed specifically for Indian American families, the
initiative demonstrated how healthy living and cultural
traditions could coexist. Her efforts earned her the
prestigious Community Leadership Award from the
President's Council on Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition.
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Kumu Gupta with Massachusetts Senator Bruce Tarr recognizing
India's Independence Day and Indian Americans' contributions to
the state.

BREAKING BARRIERS AS A PUBLIC FIGURE

Her commitment to civic engagement also broke
barriers. In 2008, she became the first Indian American
and the first woman in decades to serve as vice chair of a
city Republican committee in Massachusetts through a
successful write-in campaign, creating new pathways for
minority representation in local politics.

At the same time, Kumu deepened her commitment to
interfaith understanding. She spent years fostering
dialogue among diverse religious communities, creating
opportunities for interfaith representation within public
institutions, and participating in numerous interfaith
initiatives. Rather than focusing on differences, her work
emphasized shared values and mutual respect, helping
build stronger relationships across faith communities.
PEACE MISSION

The theme of peacebuilding gradually became central to
her public life. Through collaborations with child-rights
advocates, non-violent movements, and organizations
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi's teachings, she expanded
her focus from local community concerns to broader
global issues. Her work has included advocacy against
child labor, support for women's rights, and efforts to
promote peaceful conflict resolution.

These commitments ultimately led to her setting up the
Global Peace Secretariat, a self-funded initiative dedicated
to advancing women's rights, children's welfare,
intercultural cooperation, and global peace. Drawing
inspiration from the philosophies of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.,, and Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
the organization seeks to foster peace through grassroots
engagement and dialogue rather than political ideology.

As Secretary General of her institution, Kumu's work
gained international recognition. In 2023, she was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in acknowledgment of
her efforts to promote peace, human rights, and social
justice across communities and nations.

ON THE GLOBAL STAGE

Her engagement with international institutions further

Kumu Gupta getting Special Citation of Recognition from Quincy
City Council for spreading interfaith dialogue and dedicated work
on the issuance of USPS Diwali stamp.

expanded her reach. Through participation in the UN-
related programs and collaborations with organizations
focused on human rights, gender equality, education, and
public health, she has contributed to conversations
addressing some of the world's most pressing social
challenges.

In September 2024, Kumu was invited to the White
House by President Joe Biden and Dr. Jill Biden to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Violence
Against Women Act. On her part, she honored President
Biden with the inaugural Peace Champion Award,,
recognizing his longstanding commitment to protecting
women and advancing social justice.

(Kumu Gupta is a recipient of President's Volunteer
Service Award Lifetime Achievement (President's Call to
Service) - during President Obama's second term - for her
20+ years of community service

She is a proud Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime
Achievement Listee and is in Marquis Who's Who of
Science & Engineering. Her name is also in the National
Baseball Hall of Fame, based in Cooperstown, NY.

Beyond her advocacy work, Kumu has also played an
important role in media and community storytelling. As
the first Times of India Brand Ambassador from the US
and only the fourth globally, she has written extensively
about the Indian American diaspora, community
leadership, and issues of social importance.

Committed to lifelong learning and empowering others
through knowledge, Kumu continued to embrace new
opportunities in the digital age. In 2025, she became an
official Guinness World Record holder as a participant in
Microsoft's Women in Cloud global Al learning initiative,
which brought together tens of thousands of participants
in a 24-hour online educational program.

"Recently, I received my second Guinness World Record
recognition from the Ministry of Ayush, India, for
participating in the International Day of Yoga," she said.
A LEGACY OF COMMITMENT AND SERVICE

Recognition has justly followed throughout her journey.
Her contributions have been acknowledged by civic
leaders, community organizations, and public institutions.
Notably, her oral history - she is one of only two Indian
Americans so recognized, the other being Vinod Dham for
the Pentium chip - has been preserved by the Smithsonian
National Museum of American History, ensuring that her
experiences as an immigrant, professional, advocate, and
peacebuilder become part of the broader American story.
The most defining aspect of Kumu's journey is its
consistency. Across different roles-engineer, entrepreneur,
civic leader, writer, advocate, and peace activist-she has
remained guided by the same principle: that service is
most meaningful when it empowers others.

At a time when divisions often dominate public
discourse, Kumu Gupta's life offers a different model of
leadership-one rooted in dialogue, understanding, and the
belief that lasting change is built through human
connection.

For more, visit https://globalpeacesecretariat.com
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