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Mi	dnr	fishing	guide
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Fishing	newcomers!	Get	ready	to	reel	in	some	fun	with	these	essential	equipment	and	regulations!	Before	you	cast	your	line,	here's	what	you	need	to	know:	Gear	up	each	Michigan	fishing	season	with	the	right	equipment.	With	over	154	fish	species,	including	trout,	salmon,	walleye,	blue	gill,	and	bass,	you'll	want	to	be	prepared!	From	beginners	to
pros,	stay	updated	on	regulations	to	avoid	fines	or	even	jail	time.	First	things	first:	You	must	have	a	fishing	license	if	you're	17	or	older.	If	you're	under	17,	observe	all	rules	and	regulations.	A	license	is	required	when	targeting	fish,	amphibians,	crustaceans,	and	reptiles.	Michigan's	annual	fishing	license	is	valid	from	March	1	to	March	31	of	the
following	year.	Non-residents,	minors,	or	those	without	a	Michigan	Driver's	license	can	opt	for	DNR	Sportcards	at	$1.	If	your	information	remains	accurate,	you	can	reuse	it.	Licenses:	*	Resident	annual:	$26	*	Nonresident	annual:	$76	*	Senior	Annual	(residents	65+	or	legally	blind):	$112	*	4-hour	(residents	or	nonresidents):	$10	per	day	*	Resident
hunt/fish:	$76	*	Nonresident	hunt/fish:	$266	*	Senior	hunt/fish	(residents	65+):	$43	And	the	best	part?	Michigan	offers	free	fishing	weekends	twice	a	year!	Residents	and	out-of-state	visitors	can	fish	for	all	species	without	needing	a	recreation	passport.	Mark	your	calendars	for	the	winter	and	summer	free	fishing	weekends.	Remember	to	use	lawful
fishing	methods,	such	as	artificial	lights,	bait,	bow	fishing,	crayfish,	dip	nets,	drop-shotting,	gaffs,	hand	nets,	hook-and-line	fishing,	hoop	nets,	spearing,	and	minnows	(for	personal	use).	However,	some	restrictions	may	apply	depending	on	your	location.	Key	regulations:	*	Don't	take	fish	outside	of	the	open	season	for	that	species.	*	Don't	harvest	or
possess	threatened	or	endangered	species	unless	authorized	by	the	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources.	*	Don't	possess	prohibited	or	restricted	species.	*	Don't	exceed	the	Michigan	daily	possession	limit	when	fishing	in	Michigan.	Now,	get	out	there	and	start	reeling	in	those	memories!	The	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources	has
established	fishing	regulations	to	ensure	sustainable	fishing	practices.	Key	rules	include	not	snagging	fish,	using	only	lawful	methods,	and	not	depositing	litter	or	foreign	matter	in	waters.	The	department's	guide	outlines	open	seasons	for	various	fish	species,	with	some	exceptions.	Anglers	must	register	sturgeon	or	muskellunge	harvests	within	24
hours	and	follow	specific	catch-and-release	guidelines.	Additionally,	the	guide	includes	updates	to	regulations	affecting	Lower	Saginaw	River	walleye	fishing	and	other	changes	to	the	Master	Angler	program.	Artificial	flies	definition	updated:	Wet	and	dry	flies,	streamers,	or	nymphs	defined	as	single-pointed	hook	with	natural,	artificial,	and/or	synthetic
materials	attached	by	thread.	Hooks	can	be	connected	in-line	with	a	second	hook	called	a	stinger,	but	no	spinner,	spoon,	scoop,	lip,	or	other	lure	is	allowed.	Materials	cannot	be	above	the	eye	of	the	hook,	and	single-pointed	hooks	are	restricted	to	1/2-inch	or	less	from	point	to	shank.	Master	Angler	Program	adjusted	minimum	entry	lengths	for	several
fish	species.	The	2023	Michigan	Fishing	Guide	provides	fishing	seasons/dates	for	certain	species,	shown	on	page	4.	New	license	season	started	on	April	1,	and	a	new	fishing	license	is	required.	The	guide	is	available	online,	along	with	more	information	from	the	state's	website.	Fishing	regulations	changed	for	Rainbow	Trout	in	several	Type	3	and	4
streams,	Lake	Trout	&	Splake	in	Great	Lakes,	and	Lake	Huron	Lake	Trout	Management	Unit	MH-1.	Charter	Boat	Captains	and	Inland	Sportfishing	Guides	must	acquire	a	3-year	license	starting	March	1,	2024,	and	submit	monthly	catch	activity	reports.	Fishing	License	Requirements:	Anyone	17	years	or	older	needs	to	purchase	a	license;	those	under
17	can	fish	without	but	must	follow	rules	and	regulations.	You	must	carry	your	license	and	identification	used	to	purchase	it	with	you	at	all	times,	and	present	them	upon	request	from	a	Michigan	Conservation	Officer,	Tribal	Conservation	Officer,	or	any	law	enforcement	officer.	The	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources	offers	an	electronic
fishing	license	that	allows	you	to	display	a	copy	on	your	smartphone.	Your	annual	fishing	license	is	valid	from	March	1	to	March	31	the	following	year.	To	buy	a	fishing	license,	you	need	one	of	the	following	documents:	a	valid	Michigan	driver's	license	or	ID	card,	a	driver's	license	from	your	home	state,	or	a	DNR	Sportcard	issued	by	a	licensed	dealer.
If	your	previous	year's	DNR	Sportcard	is	still	accurate,	you	can	use	it.	However,	when	buying	a	new	DNR	Sportcard,	you'll	need	to	provide	two	proofs	of	Michigan	residency.	To	qualify	for	a	resident	fishing	license,	you	must	be	a	resident	with	the	intention	of	staying	in	the	state	or	be	a	full-time	student	at	a	Michigan	college/university	who	resides
here.	Other	important	notes	include:	*	U.S.	Military	Personnel:	Active-duty	military	personnel	are	eligible	for	a	free	fishing	license	if	they	have	maintained	Michigan	residency.	*	Military	ID	and	proof	of	military	status	must	be	presented	along	with	a	valid	driver's	license	or	voter	registration	card.	*	Non-resident,	active-duty	military	personnel	stationed
in	Michigan	qualify	for	resident	rates.	*	Michigan	Veterans	with	Disabilities:	Eligible	veterans	can	obtain	a	free	fishing	license	without	an	application	if	they're	permanently	and	totally	disabled	due	to	military	service.	The	eligibility	requirements	for	a	senior	fishing	license	in	Michigan	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	disability	or	living	situation.
Residents	who	are	blind	are	eligible	to	purchase	the	senior	fishing	license	without	any	restrictions.	However,	individuals	with	developmental	disabilities	or	those	residing	in	homes	licensed	under	the	Public	Health	Code	may	be	exempt	from	licensing	requirements	if	they	are	accompanied	by	at	least	one	adult	holding	a	valid	fishing	license.	Inland
waters	in	Michigan	include	all	lakes,	streams,	and	tributaries	except	for	the	Great	Lakes	and	their	connecting	waters.	The	state	regulates	fishing	during	certain	seasons	to	protect	spawning	fish.	These	closures	typically	coincide	with	spawning	periods	and	are	listed	on	county	listings.	Native	American	tribes	have	rights	to	fish	on	inland	waters,	with
two	federal	treaties	covering	specific	areas	in	Michigan's	Upper	Peninsula.	Members	may	vary	in	their	regulations	compared	to	state	laws.	Additionally,	under	a	permit	system,	tribal	members	can	use	spears	and	place	impoundment	nets	on	designated	public	waters.	The	use	of	gill	nets	is	prohibited	in	inland	waters.	If	you	encounter	these	activities,
do	not	disrupt	the	fishers	or	interfere	with	their	nets.	For	more	information,	please	visit	Michigan.gov/TribalCoordination.	DID	YOU	KNOW:	Violators	of	fishing	rules	and	regulations	can	face	fines,	jail	time,	loss	of	fishing	equipment,	and/or	revocation	of	their	fishing	license?	Below	M-55,	the	waters	of	Big	Sable	R.,	Pere	Marquette	R.,	Little	Manistee
R.,	White	R.,	and	North	Branch	White	R.	are	restricted,	as	well	as	the	Muskegon	R.	upstream	to	Croton	Dam	and	the	Northern	and	Southern	branches	of	Pentwater	R.	up	to	Hart	Dam.	Additionally,	cast	nets	without	size	restrictions	can	be	used	in	these	waters,	and	catch-and-immediate-release	fishing	is	allowed	with	a	daily	possession	limit	in	place.
Chumming	is	also	permitted,	using	materials	like	fish	eggs	and	maggots	to	lure	fish.	The	term	"Cisco"	refers	to	lake	herring,	while	"Competitive	Fishing	Event"	describes	organized	competitions	among	anglers	that	may	award	prizes	or	declare	winners.	Daily	possession	limits	dictate	the	total	number	of	fish	that	can	be	caught	and	retained	in	a
calendar	day,	including	those	consumed	or	given	away.	Designated	trout	lakes	and	streams	have	significant	populations	of	trout	or	salmon,	with	Type	A	and	D	lakes	and	certain	Type	1,	2,	and	3	waters	being	designated	as	such.	Dip	nets	are	square	nets	without	sides	or	walls,	suspended	from	heavy	cord	or	frame	to	be	lowered	and	raised	vertically	for
fishing	purposes.	Drop	nets,	also	known	as	umbrella	nets	or	adrop	net,	have	a	specialized	line	called	the	dropper	line	that	includes	a	hook.	This	additional	line	is	usually	connected	to	the	main	fishing	line.	Meanwhile,	drop-shotting	involves	using	a	weight	suspended	below	a	single-pointed	hook	directly	tied	to	the	main	fishing	line.	Additionally,
drowned	river	mouth	lakes,	which	are	essentially	lake-like	areas	where	rivers	enter	the	Great	Lakes,	are	considered	inland	waters	and	are	listed	separately.	Furthermore,	eviscerated	means	that	an	organism's	internal	organs	have	been	removed	or	its	gills	severed	to	ensure	it	is	dead.	Obtaining	a	fishing	license,	which	is	mandatory	for	anglers	aged	17
and	above	targeting	fish,	amphibians,	crustaceans,	or	reptiles	in	Michigan,	involves	annual	licenses	valid	from	March	1	of	one	year	through	March	31	of	the	next	year.	The	concept	of	fishing	season	refers	to	the	specific	period	when	a	body	of	water	is	open	for	fishing,	with	it	being	unlawful	to	engage	in	this	activity	outside	of	designated	seasons.
Fishing	tournaments	are	organized	events	where	anglers	or	teams	compete	under	specific	rules,	and	the	fishing	tournament	information	system	serves	as	an	electronic	tool	for	registering	such	events.	Lastly,	hand	nets	and	landing	nets	are	types	of	mesh	bags	used	for	catching	fish,	and	the	regulation	maps	provide	essential	guidelines	for	identifying
applicable	trout	and	salmon	regulations	on	specific	streams	and	inland	lakes	in	Michigan.	Inland	waters	refer	to	all	Michigan	bodies	of	water	except	the	Great	Lakes	and	their	connecting	waters.	Fish	species	mentioned	include	chubs,	shiners,	dace,	stonerollers,	sculpins,	mudminnows,	and	suckers	used	as	bait.	Mutilated	fish	are	unidentifiable	or
cannot	be	measured.	Possession	limits	allow	for	an	additional	2	daily	limits	of	processed	fish	from	previous	days,	excluding	lake	sturgeon	and	muskellunge.	Minors	can	possess	the	limit	without	a	license.	When	fishing	in	Michigan	waters,	Michigan's	possession	and	size	limits	must	be	followed.	The	protected	slot	limit	prohibits	harvesting	fish	within	a
certain	size	range.	Rivers	and	streams	have	the	same	regulations	in	Michigan.	Snagging	involves	taking	fish	without	giving	them	a	chance	to	take	the	hook	voluntarily.	Tournament	registration	is	required	for	bass	and	walleye	tournaments	or	muskellunge	events.	Trapping	involves	catching	fish	with	devices	like	cages	or	nets.	Types	A-F	categorize
inland	lake	regulations,	while	Types	1-4	categorize	inland	trout	and	salmon	regulations.	Brook	Trout	Restoration	Areas	and	Gear	Restricted	Streams	have	specific	rules.	Youth	fishing	licenses	allow	young	anglers	to	fish	voluntarily,	generating	federal	funding	for	conservation	efforts.	In	Michigan,	artificial	lights	can	be	used	for	fishing	but	only	for	sport
fishing	purposes.	Certain	types	of	bait	are	allowed,	such	as	frogs	and	crayfish,	except	for	lampreys,	live	carp,	goldfish,	or	gobies.	Wigglers	(mayfly	nymphs)	and	other	aquatic	nymphs	and	larvae	can	also	be	used	as	bait,	but	they	cannot	be	taken	from	trout	streams	unless	for	personal	use	on	the	same	stream.	To	prevent	the	spread	of	invasive	species,
anglers	must	dispose	of	all	bait	containers	in	trash	receptacles.	Bow	fishing	is	permitted	on	certain	waters	for	specific	species,	while	crayfish	can	be	harvested	in	most	waters	during	open	fishing	seasons.	Anglers	can	use	traps,	nets,	or	hands	to	catch	crayfish,	but	only	native	species	can	be	used	as	bait.	Rusty	crayfish	can	be	harvested	live	for	personal
consumption	or	used	as	bait	if	dead.	Dip	nets	are	allowed	for	certain	species	like	bowfin	and	carp	in	non-trout	streams,	but	a	permit	is	required	if	the	equipment	is	left	overnight.	Drop-shotting	with	a	single-pointed	hook	and	main	fishing	line	is	lawful	on	inland	lakes,	drowned	river	mouths,	Great	Lakes,	and	connecting	waters	only.	Gaffs	can	be	used	to
land	lawfully	hooked	fish	on	all	waters	except	designated	trout	streams.	The	regulations	for	fishing	in	Michigan	waters	specify	that	certain	types	of	gear	can	be	used	to	catch	specific	fish	species.	For	example,	hook-and-line	fishing	is	permitted	for	bowfin,	carp,	longnose	gar,	smelt,	and	suckers,	with	the	exception	that	hooks	must	be	baited	or	attached
to	an	artificial	bait.	For	hook-and-line	fishing,	no	more	than	three	lines	per	person	are	allowed,	including	tip-ups,	and	only	six	hooks	or	lures	may	be	used.	Artificial	baits	or	night	crawler	harnesses	count	as	one	hook	each,	except	for	crappie/perch	rigs	and	umbrella	rigs	which	have	separate	hook	counts.	Tip-ups	must	be	marked	with	the	owner's	name
and	address	in	legible	English,	and	all	lines	must	remain	under	immediate	control.	Certain	streams	have	additional	hook	and	size	regulations	(see	Exceptions	to	General	Regulations	by	County).	Hoop	nets	may	only	be	used	for	burbot	fishing	on	specific	waters	between	December	15th	and	February's	last	day,	and	a	permit	is	required	through	a	local
DNR	office.	Minnows	for	personal	use	can	only	be	taken	with	hook-and-line,	seines,	dip	nets,	hand	nets,	or	traps	with	a	valid	fishing	license,	and	only	in	the	waters	where	they	were	collected.	In	designated	trout	lakes	and	streams,	minnows	may	only	be	taken	during	the	open	season	for	trout	by	hook-and-line	or	minnow	traps.	Gear	restrictions	are	as
follows:	seines	cannot	exceed	12	feet	by	4	feet;	hand	nets	cannot	exceed	8	square	feet	without	sides	or	walls;	and	minnow	traps	cannot	exceed	24"	long	with	a	funnel	opening	no	larger	than	1	1/2".	Cast	nets	may	be	used	to	take	minnows,	alewife,	smelt,	and	shad	in	the	Great	Lakes,	Lake	St.	Clair,	and	the	Detroit	River,	Saint	Clair	River,	and	Saint
Mary's	River.	Spearing	is	permitted	for	certain	species	using	hand,	rubber	or	spring-propelled	spears	(see	Table	3	Bow	and	Spear	Fishing	Regulations).	It	is	unlawful	to	chum	with	organic	material	in	all	stream	types	and	to	possess	or	transport	any	live	transgenic	organism	or	any	live	specimen	of	non-native	fish,	crayfish,	or	freshwater	mollusk.	*
Importing	or	possessing	certain	species	of	fish	without	a	permit	can	result	in	fines	up	to	$10,000.	*	Red	swamp	crayfish	are	permitted	for	use	as	bait	in	state	waters.	*	Certain	species	of	fish	and	their	eggs	require	special	permits.	*	Taking	threatened	or	endangered	species	requires	authorization	from	the	DNR.	*	The	Michigan	Rare	Plants	&	Animals
list	provides	information	on	protected	species.	*	There	is	an	exception	for	a	special	cultural	or	collectors	permit	to	take	freshwater	mussels.	Fishers,	beware!	Make	sure	you're	aware	of	these	fishing	regulations:	*	Don't	drop	lines	over	3	inches	long.	*	No	snagging	or	attempting	to	snag	fish.	*	Take	only	what's	allowed	during	open	seasons	for	each
species.	*	Commercially	harvest	wigglers	from	June	1	to	September	1.	*	Don't	possess	prohibited	or	restricted	species,	unless	eviscerated	or	meeting	specific	criteria.	Additionally:	*	Be	mindful	of	general	statewide	regulations,	but	note	that	some	waters	have	unique	rules.	For	instance,	no	fishing	gear	or	suckers	on	designated	trout	waters	during	the
closed	season.	*	Register	bass	and	walleye	tournaments	and	muskellunge	contests.	Here	are	the	specific	regulations	for	each	species:	*	Largemouth	Bass:	14	inches	minimum	size,	5	daily	possession	limit,	open	seasons	vary	by	water	body.	*	Smallmouth	Bass:	same	as	largemouth	bass,	but	with	different	open	seasons	on	certain	waters.	*	Walleye:	15
inches	minimum	size,	5	daily	possession	limit,	varying	open	seasons	depending	on	location	and	time	of	year.	*	Northern	Pike:	24	inches	minimum	size,	2	daily	possession	limit,	always	open	except	where	noted.	*	Channel	Catfish:	12	inches	minimum	size,	10	daily	possession	limit,	always	open.	*	Muskellunge	(including	Tiger	Muskellunge):	42	inches
minimum	size,	only	one	per	angler	per	license	year,	mandatory	registration	required.	Open	seasons	vary	by	water	body	and	time	of	year.	*	Yellow	Perch:	no	size	limit,	25	daily	possession	limit,	always	open.	*	Sunfishes:	25	inches	maximum	length	for	any	combination	of	listed	species,	always	open.	Remember	to	check	the	specific	notes	below	for
further	information	on	each	species	and	regulation.	Warmwater	fish	include	species	like	bass,	walleye,	and	northern	pike,	with	varying	regulations.	For	example,	largemouth	and	smallmouth	bass	can	be	caught	year-round	on	most	waters,	but	there	are	catch-and-release	seasons	and	specific	rules	for	certain	areas	like	Beaver	Island	Archipelago.
Walleye	have	different	limits	in	various	lakes	and	rivers,	such	as	8	fish	daily	on	Lake	Huron's	Saginaw	Bay,	but	only	6	through	April	30,	2024,	in	Lake	Erie,	Detroit	River,	and	surrounding	waters.	Minimum	size	limits	apply,	with	some	areas	having	more	restrictive	rules,	like	allowing	no	walleye	over	23"	to	be	possessed	in	certain	parts	of	Little	Bay	de
Noc	on	Lake	Michigan.	Other	species	have	their	own	sets	of	regulations,	such	as	lake	sturgeon	being	regulated	separately	due	to	its	conservation	status,	and	smelt	having	an	open	all-year	netting	season	with	a	2-gallon	limit	but	no	size	restrictions.	It's	essential	to	check	Table	1	for	specific	details	on	possession	limits,	minimum	sizes,	and	seasonal
openings	for	each	species.	The	walleye	possession	season	for	the	Cheboygan	River	is	from	May	15th	to	March	15th,	while	the	Ontonagon	River	has	a	daily	limit	of	one	walleye	over	23	inches.	The	Portage	and	Torch	Lakes	in	Houghton	County	also	have	this	same	limit.	For	Muskellunge,	an	annual	limit	of	only	one	can	be	harvested	per	angler	between
April	1st	and	March	31st.	Anglers	are	required	to	report	all	Muskellunge	caught	online	or	by	phone	at	888-636-7778.	Muskellunge	must	be	immediately	returned	to	the	water	upon	catch.	Special	regulations	apply	for	waters	with	a	minimum	size	limit	of	50	inches,	including	Antrim	County's	lakes	and	rivers,	as	well	as	Iron	County's	Chicagon	Lake.
Additionally,	there	are	specific	size	limits	for	waters	in	other	counties,	such	as	Beals	Lake	in	Antrim	County	at	46	inches,	and	the	Lower	Peninsula	lakes	listed.	Huron-Manistee	National	Forests	Open	to	Northern	Pike	Fishing	Missaukee	L.	Montcalm:	Crystal	L.,	Indian	L.	Montmorency:	Robarge	L.,	East	and	West	Town	Corner	and	Pug	Lks.,	North	and
South	Tomahawk	Lks.,	Black	R.	and	tributaries.	Muskegon:	Big	Blue	L.	Newaygo:	Bills	L.,	Diamond,	Emerald,	Kimball,	Nichols,	Pickerel,	Ryerson	(Long)	and	Sylvan	Lks.	Oceana:	Round	(Wykof)	L.	Ogemaw:	East	Twin	Lake,	L.	Ogemaw	and	Sage	L.	Osceola:	McCoy	L.,	L.	Miramichi,	Diamond,	Rose	and	Wells	Lks.	Oscoda:	McCollum	L.	and	Pickerel	L.
Ontonagon:	L.	Gogebic.	Otsego:	Black	R.	and	tributaries.	Presque	Isle:	Black	L.,	Francis	and	Orchard	Lks.,	Ocqueoc	R.	and	tributaries,	Ocqueoc	Watershed	Lakes	(Ann,	Bullhead,	Ella,	Emma,	Ferdelman,	Gorman,	Horseshoe,	Lost,	Louise,	Lower	and	Upper	Barnhart,	May,	McIntosh,	Moore,	Mud	and	Nettie,	andOcqueoc	Lks.),	Black	R.	and	tributaries
and	Tomahawk	Flooding.	Roscommon:	L.	St.	Helen,	Cut	R.	(from	the	river	mouth	at	Houghton	L.	upstream	to	CO	100	just	downstream	of	Higgins	L.),	L.	James,	Houghton	L.,	Backus	Cr.	from	the	stream	mouth	upstream,	including	all	tributaries,	Little	Mud	L.	Flooding,	Backus	Cr.	Flooding,	and	Backus	L.	Flooding.	Schoolcraft:	Boot,	Colwell	L.,
Crooked,	Gulliver	L.,	Kennedy,	MacDonald	L.,	Stanley	and	Thunder	Lks.,	Worchester	(Wolf)	L.	Seney	National	Wildlife	Refuge	Pools:	contact	Refuge	office	(906-	586-9851).	Wexford:	Pleasant	L.	and	Stone	Ledge	L.	Note:	Yellow	Perch:	L.	Erie	has	a	daily	possession	limit	of	50,	while	L.	Gogebic	(Gogebic	and	Ontonagon	Cos.)	limits	it	to	25	with	no	more
than	5	yellow	perch	12"	or	greater.	Sunfishes:	Include	black	and	white	crappies,	bluegill,	green	and	hybrid	sunfish,	longear,	pumpkinseed,	redear,	rock	bass	and	warmouth.	Round	Whitefish:	In	Lake	Superior,	the	daily	possession	limit	includes	up	to	an	additional	ten	(10)	round	whitefish.	Other	Species:	Excludes	trout,	salmon,	threatened,	and
endangered	species	which	are	protected	from	harvest.	Lake	sturgeons	harvested	in	Michigan	waters	have	specific	reporting	requirements.	Anglers	can	report	their	catch	online,	by	phone	or	in	person	at	a	DNR	Customer	Service	Center,	but	those	caught	from	Black	Lake	must	be	registered	on-site	immediately	with	DNR	personnel.	For	other	waters
like	Detroit	River	and	Lake	St.	Clair,	lake	sturgeons	can	only	be	kept	between	certain	sizes	and	during	specified	seasons.	Possession	and	Fishing	Seasons	for	Lake	Sturgeon	Vary	by	Watershed	The	possession	and	fishing	season	for	lake	sturgeon	varies	across	different	watersheds	in	Michigan.	Here	are	the	key	dates	and	regulations:	####	Upper
Peninsula	-	Possession	Season:	July	16	–	March	1550	(no	minimum	size	limit,	except	for	Lake	Sturgeon	less	than	50"	that	must	be	released	immediately)	-	Fishing	Season:	Same	as	possession	season	####	Black	Lake	(Cheboygan	&	Presque	Isle	Cos.)	-	Fishing	and	Possession	Season:	1st	Sat.	in	Sep.	–	Sep.	3060"	minimum	size	limit	(Lake	sturgeons
less	than	60"	must	be	released	immediately)	####	St.	Marys	River	(Chippewa	Co.)	-	No	fishing	season;	lake	sturgeon	must	be	released	####	Portage	and	Torch	Lakes	(Houghton	Co.)	-	Fishing	Season:	July	16	–	March	15	-	All	lake	sturgeon	must	be	released	immediately	####	Ontonagon	River	(Ontonagon	Co.)	-	Fishing	Season:	July	16	–	March	15	-
All	lake	sturgeon	must	be	released	immediately	####	Other	Waters	-	No	fishing	season;	it	is	unlawful	to	fish	for	lake	sturgeon,	except	in	the	waters	listed	above.	Spearing	Exceptions	List	includes	Bowfin,	Bullheads,	Burbot,	Carp,	Catfish,	Cisco,	Drum,	Gizzard	Shad,	Goldfish,	Grass	Carp,	Longnose	Gar,	Smelt,	Suckers,	Whitefish.Additionally,
spearfishing	provisions	allow	for	year-round	opportunities	and	the	following	species:Dec.	1	-	March	15	(through	ice)Hand-propelled	spear	(only),	except	Designated	Trout	Lakes	and	Streams	and	Michigan-	Wisconsin	boundary	waters.Northern	Pike	and	Muskellunge	require	specific	seasons	and	locations.See	pp.	13-14	NOTE	4	for	details.Lake
Michigan:	south	of	Grand	Haven's	southernmost	pier;	Lake	Huron:	Thunder	Bay	River,	extending	to	the	mouth	of	St.	Clair	River.Following	regulations	apply	to	underwater	spearfishing:Annual	license	required	for	recreational	anglers;	Monthly	reports	are	needed	for	Department;	Species-specific	size	limits	apply;	Prohibited	during	30	minutes	after
sunset	and	before	sunrise.Three	areas	are	restricted	from	underwater	speargun	use:150	feet	around	designated	swimming	areas,	boat	docks,	or	boating	access	sites;	Placement	of	a	diver-down	flag	restricts	navigation;	Spears	must	be	unloaded	when	moving	between	fishing.	Use	of	artificial	breathing	devices	like	scuba	gear	or	re-breathers	is
prohibited	while	spearfishing	underwater.	Meanwhile,	certain	waters	are	closed	to	northern	pike	and	muskellunge	spearing.	Specifically,	the	following	waters	are	off-limits:	Alger's	Kingston	Lake;	Alpena/Montmorency's	Fletcher	Floodwaters;	Barry's	Lower	Crooked	Lake	and	Thornapple	Lake;	Clare's	Budd	Lake;	Clinton's	Ovid	Lake;	Delta's	Dana
Lake;	Dickinson's	East,	Island,	South,	and	West	Lakes;	Iron's	Brule	and	Chicagon	Lakes;	Kent's	Campau	and	Murray	Lakes;	Keweenaw's	Gratiot	Lake;	Lenawee's	Hudson	Lake;	Schoolcraft's	Grassy	and	McKeever	Lakes;	St.	Joseph's	Long	Lake;	and	Van	Buren's	Bankson	and	Round	Lakes.	Additionally,	some	waters	are	closed	to	muskellunge	spearing
by	any	means	other	than	hook-and-line	fishing.	These	include	Lake	Erie,	Lake	St.	Clair,	the	Detroit	River,	and	the	St.	Clair	River.	There	are	also	restrictions	on	using	spearing	gear	or	gaff	hooks	in	certain	waters	from	April	1	to	June	15.	Specifically,	the	following	waters	of	Cheboygan	County	are	off-limits:	Black	River,	Cheboygan	River,	and	Indian
River.	On	the	other	hand,	yellow	perch	can	be	harvested	by	hand-propelled	spear	or	bow	and	arrow	or	crossbow	in	Macomb,	St.	Clair,	and	Wayne	counties	from	December	1	to	March	15.	Finally,	certain	designated	trout	streams	are	open	to	spring	spearing	for	specific	species	of	fish	from	April	1	to	May	31.	These	include	Alcona's	Bryant	Creek,	Buff
Creek,	Sucker	Creek,	Calhoun's	Nottawa	Creek,	Chippewa's	Trout	Creek,	Delta's	Squaw	Creek,	Mackinac's	Doe	Creek,	Foley	Creek,	Hoban	Creek,	Hudson	Creek,	and	Martineau	Creek.	The	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources	has	established	specific	regulations	for	fishing	in	the	Great	Lakes	and	certain	inland	waters	within	the	state.	These
rules	apply	to	various	species	such	as	Atlantic	salmon,	brook	trout,	brown	trout,	Chinook	salmon,	coho	salmon,	lake	trout,	pink	salmon,	rainbow	trout	(steelhead),	and	splake.	Fishing	is	allowed	year-round	on	Lake	Superior,	Lake	Michigan,	Lake	Erie,	Lake	Huron,	Lake	St.	Clair,	the	Saint	Marys	River,	the	Saint	Clair	River,	and	the	Detroit	River,	with	a
minimum	size	limit	of	10	inches	for	most	species.	However,	brook	trout	in	Lake	Superior	have	a	20-inch	minimum	size	limit	and	a	one-fish	possession	limit.	Inland	waters	like	the	drowned	river	mouth	lakes	have	similar	regulations,	allowing	a	total	of	five	fish	in	any	combination,	with	no	more	than	three	of	any	one	species	except	for	coho	or	Chinook
salmon.	For	other	inland	waters	such	as	specific	lakes	in	Allegan,	Benzie,	Charlevoix,	Manistee,	Mason,	Muskegon,	Oceana,	and	Ottawa	counties,	the	daily	possession	limit	is	also	five	fish	in	total	but	with	restrictions	on	certain	species.	Lake	trout	and	splake	regulations	are	managed	by	Lake	Trout	Management	Unit.	The	combined	daily	possession
limit	for	these	species	applies	to	all	Great	Lakes	waters.	Michigan's	Lake	Trout	Management	Unit	boundaries	can	be	found	by	contacting	a	DNR	CustomerService	Center	or	visiting	Michigan.gov/DNR.	The	state's	Creel	Survey	Program	collects	fish	data	through	interviews	and	sample	collections	with	creel	clerks	after	fishing	trips.	This	information
helps	biologists	study	fish	populations,	evaluate	stocking,	and	measure	the	impact	of	regulations.	Anglers	are	encouraged	to	participate	in	the	survey	and	provide	feedback.	Commercial	fishing	gear,	including	trap	nets	and	gill	nets,	may	be	encountered	on	Great	Lakes	waters.	These	gears	are	marked	with	floats	or	staff/flag	buoy	combinations,	and
anglers	should	give	them	a	wide	berth	to	avoid	entanglement.	Tampering	with	commercial	fishing	gear	or	DNR	nets	is	illegal	and	can	pose	safety	risks	for	other	boaters.	Marked	fish,	including	those	with	visible	tags,	internal	tags,	or	fin	clips,	can	be	reported	online	at	Michigan.gov/EyesInTheField.	Anglers	are	also	encouraged	to	follow	specific
instructions	on	reward-tagged	fish,	which	may	include	reporting	the	tag	and	following	additional	steps.	If	you	catch	a	trout	or	salmon	with	its	adipose	fin	missing,	it	might	have	a	tiny	coded-wire	tag	in	its	snout.	To	identify	this,	note	down	the	fish's	species,	length,	weight,	sex,	and	date	&	location	of	catch;	just	freeze	the	snout	part	and	take	it	to	your
nearest	drop-off	spot.	You	can	find	these	locations	at	Michigan.gov/TaggedFish	along	with	details	about	most	MDNR	fish	marking	studies.	For	lake	trout	and	splake,	check	Table	4	for	size	limits	and	season	information.	The	daily	possession	limit	is	3	total	combined,	but	this	varies	in	Lake	Superior	where	up	to	5	can	be	possessed	as	noted	below.	Any
changes	will	be	posted	on	the	DNR	website	(Michigan.gov/Fishing)	or	by	calling	888-367-7060.	Frogs,	toads,	salamanders,	turtles,	lizards	&	Snakes	cannot	be	shot	with	firearms	including	spring,	air	or	gas	propelled.	Also,	crossbows	are	banned.	Amphibians	and	reptiles	must	be	taken	or	possessed	by	authorization	from	the	Director	of	the	Department
of	Natural	Resources.	Certain	species	like	Blanding's,	spotted,	wood,	eastern	box	turtles,	black	rat	snake	and	others	can't	be	kept	except	with	approval.	The	regulations	also	include	frog	eggs,	some	salamanders,	snakes	and	certain	fish	to	check	at	Michigan.gov/Fishing	or	contact	any	Customer	Service	Center.	For	personal	use,	a	fishing	license	is
needed.	But	reptiles	and	amphibians	cannot	be	bought	sold	or	offered	for	sale.	For	taking	turtles,	traps	must	be	up	to	12	x	4	feet	in	size	and	have	a	plate	attached	with	user's	name	and	address.	It	is	illegal	to	transport	dressed	or	processed	reptiles	or	amphibians	that	can't	be	measured.	Snapping	turtle	carapace	length	must	be	measured	from	the
nuchal	scute	to	the	base	of	the	notch	where	two	most	posterior	scutes	meet.	Turtle	limits:	4	total,	no	more	than	2	of	same	species;	carapace	length	measured	from	shell	behind	head	to	back	using	flexible	tape.	Nets	restricted	near	dams	and	for	minnows;	dip	nets	not	exceeding	9x9	square	with	permit	required	overnight.	Two-gallon	smelt	limit;	seines
limited	in	size	for	minnows	except	with	scientific	collector's	permit.	Hoop	nets	no	larger	than	36"	diameter,	7'	long.	See	Definitions	and	Terms	for	further	info.	LIST	A	–	Additional	Inland	Waters	Open	to	Hand	Netting	Hand	netting	is	allowed	in	certain	inland	waters	from	March	1	to	May	31	for	specific	fish	species,	including	bowfin,	carp,	goldfish,
gizzard	shad,	longnose	gar,	smelt,	and	suckers.	These	areas	include:	Alger	County:	Towes	Creek,	Western	Branch	Whitefish	River	(from	Sea	Lamprey	Barrier	downstream),	Charlevoix	Lake	and	tributaries	(up	to	1/2	mile	upstream),	Chippewa	County:	Trout	Creek	(down	from	Big	Trout	Lake)	and	Prentiss	Creek	(T42N,	R2E),	Delta	County:	Days	River
(from	sea	lamprey	barrier	downstream	for	500'),	Rapid	River	(from	Rapid	River	Falls	down	to	Co.	Rd	S15),	Escanaba	River	(from	mouth	to	1st	dam	upstream	of	US-2),	Ford	River	(down	from	Jaeger	Rd.),	Houghton	County:	Portage	Lake	and	tributaries	(up	to	1/2	mile	upstream),	North	and	South	Portage	Canal	and	tributaries	(up	to	1/2	mile	upstream),
Torch	Lake	and	tributaries	(up	to	1/2	mile	upstream),	Luce	County:	Little	Two-Hearted	River	(from	mouth	upstream	to	bridge	on	Co.	Rd.	412),	Mackinac	County:	Doe	Creek,	Foley	Creek	(down	from	I-75),	Hoban	Creek	(down	from	State	St.),	Hudson	Creek,	Martineau	Creek	(down	from	I-75),	McClouds	Creek,	Milakokia	River	and	Lake	(down	to	Heinz
Lake),	Norton	Creek	(from	M-135	down	to	S.	Manistique	Lake),	Nunn's	Creek	(from	M-134	to	mouth),	Pearson's	Creek	(T42N,	R1W	and	R1E),	Rabbit's	Back	Creek	(down	from	Mackinac	Trail),	Scrams	Creek	(T42N,	R11W,	S11),	Taylor	Creek	(T43N,	R12W,	S2,	11,	12,	13),	and	Manistee	County:	Little	Bear	Creek	(down	from	Bear	Lake	to	trunkline	US-
31).	LIST	B	–	Inland	Streams	Closed	to	Dip	Netting	It	is	illegal	to	take	or	attempt	to	take	any	species	of	fish	with	dip	nets	on	the	following	streams:	Arenac	County:	Au	Gres	River	(from	Saginaw	Bay	upstream	to	M-65),	Rifle	River	(from	Steve's	Rd.	upstream),	Benzie	County:	Cold	Creek	(from	Crystal	Lake	upstream),	Grand	Traverse	County:	Unnamed
Creek	(from	Green	Lake	upstream	to	Bridges	Lake),	Iosco	County:	Au	Gres	River	(from	Saginaw	Bay	upstream	to	M-65),	Leelanau	County:	Houdek	Creek	(from	North	Lake	Leelanau	upstream),	Monroe	County:	Huron	River	(from	Lake	Erie	upstream	to	Belleville	Dam)	and	Stony	Creek	(from	Lake	Erie	upstream	to	Finzel	Rd.),	Wayne	County:	Huron
River	(from	Lake	Erie	upstream	to	Belleville	Dam).	MICHIGAN-WISCONSIN	BOUNDARY	WATER	REGULATIONS	Michigan	and	Wisconsin	share	several	boundary	waters,	but	regulations	can	vary	slightly.	Anglers	are	encouraged	to	familiarize	themselves	with	fishing	regulations	for	both	states.	Wisconsin	residents	need	a	license	to	fish	in	either
state's	boundary	waters,	but	they	must	follow	specific	regulations	depending	on	where	they	are	fishing.	For	example,	anglers	in	Michigan	waters	have	to	follow	those	state's	regulations	and	anglers	in	Wisconsin's	portion	of	the	boundary	waters	also	have	to	follow	that	state's	regulations.	The	special	rules	for	these	shared	waters	are	as	follows:	-	The
water	from	Lake	Michigan	between	two	imaginary	lines	on	either	side	of	the	Menominee	River,	which	includes	several	lakes,	including	Smoky	Lake	and	Norwood	Lake.	-	The	Brule	River	and	its	islands,	as	well	as	Brule	Island	Impoundment	upstream	of	a	line	drawn	through	an	island	in	that	area.	Residents	of	Michigan	or	Wisconsin	with	valid	fishing
licenses	can	fish	in	these	waters.	However,	there	are	restrictions	on	the	number	and	type	of	lines	and	baits	allowed.	Fishin	in	certain	waters	has	its	own	set	of	rules,	like	the	Smoky	L.	and	Montreal	R.	bein	open	all	year	with	a	min	size	limit	of	10"	for	fish.	The	weekly	fishing	report	gives	updates	on	hotspots	and	catchin	tips	for	diff	species	throughout
Michigan.	You	can	find	it	online	or	get	it	sent	to	your	email	by	signin	up	on	Michigan.gov/FishingReport.	There	are	specific	rules	for	different	waters,	like	the	Michigan-Wisconsin	boundary	waters	where	you	can	only	use	hook	and	line,	no	spear,	bow,	or	crossbow.	The	daily	possession	limit	varies	by	species,	like	5	brook	trout	with	a	min	size	of	8"	in
certain	rivers.	Some	lakes	have	special	rules	too,	like	South	Clear	Lake	which	has	different	regulations	for	residents	and	non-residents	from	Indiana	and	Michigan.	Lake	fishing	regulations	apply	to	specific	lakes	in	Indiana's	Steuben	County	and	Michigan's	St.	Joseph	and	Hillsdale	counties	within	the	Sylvania	Wilderness	Area.	Key	regulations	include:	*
Special	restrictions	on	certain	lake	trout	species	*	Minimum	size	limits	for	walleye,	northern	pike,	and	other	fish	species	*	Possession	limits	for	various	fish	types	*	Hook-and-line	fishing	with	specific	hook	and	lure	restrictions	*	Prohibition	on	live	bait,	dead	or	preserved	bait,	organic,	or	processed	food	Michigan	fishing	regulations	specify	that	baitfish,
live	fish	or	roe	must	not	be	stocked	in	public	waters	without	a	Fish	Stocking	Permit	from	the	Department	of	Natural	Resources	(DNR).	The	permit	must	be	carried	when	transporting	and	stocking	fish.	Additionally,	it	is	prohibited	to	import	uncertified	live	or	dead	baitfish	species	found	on	the	VHS	Fish	Species	list,	which	are	not	labeled	with	their
scientific	name,	location	of	capture,	and	testing	status.	Furthermore,	fish	caught	in	a	waterbody	should	only	be	released	into	the	same	waterbody	where	they	were	originally	caught,	and	not	transferred	to	another	location.	Baitfish	or	fish	collected	for	personal	use	as	bait	must	only	be	used	for	fishing	purposes	in	the	original	waters	of	collection	and
must	be	used	on	a	hook.	The	regulation	also	stipulates	that	when	trailering	a	boat	over	land,	all	water	must	be	drained	from	the	live	well(s)	and	bilge	of	the	boat	upon	leaving	any	body	of	water.	It	is	unlawful	to	purchase	and	use	baitfish,	crayfish	or	other	live	organisms	from	any	location	not	licensed	under	Part	487	of	1994	PA	451,	including	but	not
limited	to,	pet	shops	and	live	fish	markets.	The	VHS	Fish	Species	list	includes	various	species	such	as	anchovies,	Atlantic	herring,	black	bullhead,	bluegill,	brook	trout,	channel	catfish,	and	many	others.	The	regulations	are	aimed	at	preventing	the	spread	of	Viral	Hemorrhagic	Septicemia	(VHS)	in	these	species.	Lake	St.	Clair	Yellow	Perch	Fishing
Regulations	•	The	lake	has	special	regulations	that	differ	from	general	fishing	rules.	•	There	are	restrictions	on	certain	waters	in	different	counties.	Alger	County:	•	Rock	River:	closed	to	fishing	from	the	dam	to	lower	foot	bridge	downstream	from	M-28	from	April	1	to	June	30.	•	Duck	and	Echo	Lakes:	catch-and-release	only	for	smallmouth	bass.
Allegan	County:	•	Swan	Creek:	from	mouth	upstream	to	the	dam	on	118th	Avenue,	only	one	single-pointed	hook	allowed	no	larger	than	1/2".	Antrim	County:	•	Intermediate	River:	closed	to	fishing	from	Bellaire	Dam	to	M-88	Bridge	from	April	1	to	May	14.	•	Torch	River:	from	Crystal	Beach	Road	Bridge	downstream	to	L.	Skegemog	including	Rapid
River	up	to	Aarwood	Road	Bridge,	one	single-pointed	hook	allowed	measuring	1/2-inch	or	less.	Arenac	County:	•	Saganing	Creek	and	Pine	River:	closed	to	fishing	from	March	16	to	the	Friday	before	last	Saturday	in	April.	Baraga	County:	•	Artificial	lures	only	for	lakes	within	Craig	Lake	State	Park.	•	Minimum	size	limit	on	walleye	is	15	inches,	no
minimum	limit	on	other	species;	possession	limit	on	walleye	is	2.	Barry	County:	•	Williams	Lake:	open	season	from	last	Saturday	in	April	to	December	15,	catch-and-immediate-release	only.	Sat.,	April	30	is	the	last	day	of	the	month	anglers	are	limited	to	using	only	one	single-pointed	unweighted	hook	no	larger	than	1/2"	from	point	to	shank.	There	are
several	rivers	and	lakes	in	the	state	with	unique	fishing	regulations.	In	Benzie	County,	Platte	River	is	restricted	to	only	one	single-pointed	unweighted	hook	for	fish	caught	within	a	300-foot	radius	of	both	upper	and	lower	weirs.	The	area	around	Veteran’s	Park	near	US-31	bridge	has	a	closed	catch	limit	until	July	31.	Betsie	River	Homestead	Dam	has	its
own	set	of	restrictions,	including	fishing	within	100	feet	of	the	lamprey	barrier	or	fish	passage	facility.	Berrien	County	restricts	single-pointed	unweighted	hooks	in	Townsend	Creek	and	areas	around	Lake	Chapin.	In	Cass	County,	Corey,	Little	Crooked,	and	Stone	Lakes	have	a	minimum	size	limit	of	10	inches	for	bass.	Charlevoix	County	closed	fishing
to	Medusa	Creek	and	the	area	of	L.	Michigan	within	a	100-foot	radius	of	its	mouth	when	weirs	are	in	place.	Boyne	River	is	restricted	from	upstream	to	the	dam	with	a	single-pointed	unweighted	hook,	while	L.	Michigan	has	restrictions	around	certain	islands	like	Beaver,	Garden,	High,	and	Hog.	Cheboygan	County	has	specific	regulations	for	walleye
fishing,	including	possession	season	from	May	15	-	March	15.	The	lower	Black	River	between	Kleber	Dam	and	Red	Bridge	is	closed	to	all	types	of	fishing	until	June	15.	Lower	Black	River	below	Mograin	Bridge	also	does	not	allow	fishing	until	May	14.	Black	Lake	and	its	tributaries	have	restrictions	on	commercial	minnow	take,	as	well	as	sturgeon
fishing.	In	Chippewa	County,	Potagannissing	River	has	a	catch	limit	from	March	16	-	May	31.	Fishing	Regulations	in	Michigan:	*	**Crawford	and	Jones	Lakes**:	Open	season	from	last	Saturday	in	April	to	September	30,	with	catch-and-release	fishing	using	artificial	lures	only.	*	**Delta	Lake**:	Possession	limit	of	1	walleye	23"	or	greater	per	day.	*
**Rapid	River	Borrow	Pit	(Stockyard	Pond)**:	Closed	to	fishing	all	year.	*	**Dickinson	County**:	Refer	to	Michigan-Wisconsin	Boundary	Waters	Regulations	for	specific	rules.	*	**Emmet	County**:	Bear	River	from	foot	bridge	north	of	Lake	Street	upstream	to	Lake	Street	Dam	restricted	to	one	single-pointed,	unweighted	hook	no	larger	than	1/2"	from
point	to	shank.	*	**Genesee	County**:	Flint	River	downstream	from	Holloway	Dam	and	all	tributaries	have	specific	regulations	from	March	16	to	the	Friday	before	the	last	Saturday	in	April,	including	use	of	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks,	natural	bait,	and	sinkers	or	weights	or	artificial	lures	with	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks.	*	**Gogebic
County**:	Lake	Gogebic	has	a	daily	possession	limit	for	yellow	perch	of	25	with	no	more	than	5	yellow	perch	12"	or	greater.	*	**Grand	Traverse	County**:	Boardman	River	is	closed	to	fishing	whenever	the	weir	is	in	place	from	the	downstream	side	of	the	Front	Street	Bridge	to	the	upstream	side	of	the	pedestrian	bridge	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Boardman
River	weir	in	Traverse	City.	Arbutus	and	Spider	Lakes	have	a	minimum	size	limit	for	bass	of	10".	*	**Ionia	County**:	Woodard	Lake	has	a	minimum	size	limit	for	bass	of	10".	*	**Iosco	County**:	Au	Gres	River	from	50'	upstream	of	Allen	Rd	bridge	to	500'	downstream	closed	to	all	fishing	March	16	-	Friday	before	last	Saturday	in	April.	East	Branch	Au
Gres	River	between	DNR	lamprey	barrier	and	Legget	Rd	closed	to	fishing	Dec.	1	-	Friday	before	last	Saturday	in	April.	Au	Sable	River	from	Foote	Dam	downstream	to	the	downstream	edge	of	the	apron	of	the	dam	closed	to	fishing	all	year.	*	**Iron	County**:	Refer	to	Michigan-Wisconsin	Boundary	Waters	Regulations	for	specific	rules.	*	**Kalkaska
County**:	Cub	Lake	has	a	minimum	size	limit	for	bass	of	10".	Torch	River	from	the	Crystal	Beach	Rd	Bridge	downstream	to	Lake	has	specific	regulations.	Fishing	regulations	vary	by	region	in	Michigan,	from	May	1	to	July	1,	a	single-pointed	unweighted	hook	is	required	for	fishing	on	certain	waterways.	In	Kent	County,	Pratt	Lake	bass	have	a	minimum
size	limit	of	10	inches.	On	Lake	Superior	waters	within	4.5	miles	of	Isle	Royale	National	Park,	brook	trout	possession	is	prohibited.	The	Little	Manistee	River	has	closed	fishing	areas	near	the	DNR	weir	and	Spencers	Bridge,	as	well	as	from	September	1	to	November	14	and	January	1	to	March	31.	Big	Bass	Lake	has	a	10-inch	minimum	size	limit	for
bass.	Leelanau	County's	North	Manitou	Lake	restricts	fishing	to	artificial	lures	only,	with	a	possession	limit	of	one	bass,	and	prohibits	live	bait	or	organic/processed	food	on	the	water	or	shore.	Florence	Lake	also	restricts	fishing	to	artificial	lures	only.	Hatem's	Creek	prohibits	minnow	taking	for	personal	use.	Livingston	County's	Spring	Mill	Pond	has
specific	regulations	from	March	15	to	March	31	and	last	Saturday	in	April	to	March	14	statewide,	allowing	catch-and-immediate-release	of	trout	with	artificial	lures	only	during	certain	times.	In	Luce	County,	it	is	unlawful	to	launch	or	retrieve	a	motorized	vessel	over	5	horsepower	from	state	land	on	the	East	Branch	Fox	River	from	M-28	to	the	mouth
of	Cold	Creek.	Macomb	County's	Clinton	River	cut-off	channel	has	regulations	applying	from	March	16	to	the	last	Saturday	in	April,	limiting	anglers	to	using	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks,	natural	bait,	and	sinkers	or	weights	or	artificial	lures	with	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks.	Manistee	County's	Little	Manistee	River	has	closed	fishing	areas
near	the	DNR	weir	and	Spencers	Bridge,	as	well	as	from	September	1	to	November	14	and	January	1	to	March	31.	From	Tippy	Dam	downstream	to	Railroad	Bridge	below	M-55,	special	artificial	lure	regulations	apply.	Marquette	County:	Deer	Lake	Basin,	Carp	River/Carp	Creek	downstream	from	M-28:	Fishing	restricted	to	artificial	lures,	catch-and-
release	only.	No	live	bait	or	prepared	bait	allowed.	Fish	Lake	bass	minimum	size	18"	and	possession	limit	is	1	bass	only.	Salmon-Trout	River,	Lower	Falls	to	mouth:	Closed	to	fishing	Aug.	15	-	Fri.	before	last	Sat.	in	April.	Mason	County:	Sable	River	from	mouth	upstream	to	Hamlin	Lake	Dam:	Special	artificial	lure	regulations	apply.	Little	Manistee
River,	North	Branch	Pentwater	River,	and	Pere	Marquette	River:	All	waters	have	special	artificial	lure	regulations.	Menominee	County:	Green	Bay	Lake	Michigan	waters:	See	also	Michigan-Wisconsin	Boundary	Waters	Regulations.	Midland	County:	Tittabawassee	River	between	Sanford	Dam	site	and	mouth	of	the	Salt	River:	Closed	to	fishing	from
March	16	-	Fri.	before	last	Sat.	in	April.	Tittabawassee	River	downstream	from	Sanford	Dam	site,	Chippewa,	Pine,	Salt,	and	all	their	tributaries:	Anglers	limited	to	using	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks,	natural	bait,	and	sinkers	or	weights	or	artificial	lures	with	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks.	Monroe	County:	Crystal	Waters	State	Game	Area:
Fishing	season	open	all	year.	No	possession	allowed;	catch-and-immediate-release	fishing	only.	Montmorency	County:	East	Fish	Lake,	West	Fish	Lake,	Middle	Fish	Lake,	Hunt	Creek	(above	Section	Z	bulkhead),	and	Fuller	Creek:	No	fishing.	North	and	South	Blue	Lakes	and	Walled	Lake:	Open	season	is	the	last	Sat.	in	April	-	Sep.	30;	catch-and-
immediate-release	only	with	artificial	lures.	Muskegon	County:	White	River	from	mouth	upstream	to	Hesperia	Dam,	North	Branch	White	River,	and	Muskegon	River	(upstream	to	Croton	Dam):	Special	artificial	lure	regulations	apply.	Newaygo	County:	Baptist	Lake:	No	possession	of	walleye,	channel	catfish,	flathead	catfish,	or	bullheads.	Brush	Lake
and	Sand	Lake:	No	possession	of	channel	catfish,	flathead	catfish,	or	bullheads.	Crystal	Lake:	No	possession	of	walleye.	Pere	Marquette	River	and	Muskegon	River	(upstream	to	Croton	Dam):	Special	artificial	lure	regulations	apply.	Oakland	County:	Upper	Bushman	Lake:	Catch-and-immediate-release	only	for	all	species.	Oceana	County:	Pere
Marquette	River,	White	River	(from	mouth	upstream	to	Hesperia	Dam),	and	all	waters	have	special	artificial	lure	regulations.	The	Northern	Branch	White	River	and	all	waters	of	the	North	Pentwater	River	and	South	Branch	Pentwater	River	have	special	artificial	lure	regulations.	In	Ontonagon	County,	the	limit	for	yellow	perch	is	25	with	a	maximum	of
5	over	12	inches.	The	West	Branch	Ontonagon	River	is	closed	to	fishing	from	April	1st	to	June	10th,	except	for	using	artificial	lures	on	Lake	of	the	Clouds.	Live	bait,	dead	bait,	or	food	of	any	kind	are	prohibited	on	the	shore	or	water.	Smallmouth	bass	possession	is	not	allowed,	and	only	one	walleye	over	23	inches	can	be	possessed	per	day.	In	Otsego
County,	Pike	Marsh	is	closed	to	fishing	from	March	16th	to	June	15th,	and	there's	a	lake	sturgeon	regulation	in	effect	for	Otsego	Lake.	Presque	Isle	has	specific	closures:	Clinton	Creek	is	closed	from	April	1st	to	May	14th,	and	the	Grand	Lake	Pike	Marsh	is	restricted	due	to	motorized	vehicle	use	by	state	employees	only	during	March	to	May.	Rainy
River	from	its	confluence	with	Black	Lake	upstream	to	N.	Allis	Rd.	Bridge	is	closed	from	April	1st	to	May	14th,	as	well	as	Shuberts	Creek	(Monaghan	Creek)	from	Long	Lake	upstream	to	Clinton	Cr.	Rd.,	also	from	April	1st	to	May	14th.	Swan	River	is	closed	whenever	a	weir	is	in	place.	In	Roscommon	County,	Denton	Creek	is	closed	from	March	23rd	to
April	23rd	downstream	of	the	Lake	James	Dam	to	Houghton	Lake,	and	Cut	River	is	closed	upstream	from	its	confluence	with	Backus	Creek	to	Marl	Lake	during	the	same	period.	St.	Joseph	has	specific	bass	regulations	for	Big	Pleasant	and	Corey	Lakes.	Saginaw	County's	Bad,	Cass,	Flint,	and	Saginaw	Rivers	are	restricted	from	March	16th	through	the
Friday	before	the	last	Saturday	in	April,	allowing	only	unweighted	single-pointed	hooks,	natural	bait,	or	sinkers,	as	well	as	artificial	lures	with	these	types	of	hooks.	Schoolcraft	has	restrictions	on	Thompson	Creek	for	using	hand	nets,	and	Seney	National	Wildlife	Refuge	waters	have	limited	fishing	access.	The	Big	Island	Lakes	Complex	(Big	Island,
Bluegill,	Byers,	Center,	Coattail,	Cucumber,	Farm,	Jarr,	Klondike,	McInnes,	Mid,	Neville,	Onega,	Pear,	Townline,	Upper,	Vance)	in	Schoolcraft	County	are	off-limits	to	wheeled	or	motorized	vehicles.	Fishing	regulations	in	specific	areas:	*	Vehicles	(including	electric	or	outboard	motors)	are	allowed.	*	Artificial	lures	only;	no	spearing,	netting,	or	live
bait.	*	Muskellunge	fishing	season:	May	15	to	November	30.	Possession	season:	first	Saturday	in	June	to	November	30.	Minimum	size	limit:	42	inches.	Possession	limit:	one	fish	per	angler	per	season.	*	Northern	pike	open	season:	May	15	to	November	30.	Minimum	size	limit:	24	inches.	Possession	limit:	two	northern	pike.	*	Bass	fishing	open	from
Saturday	before	Memorial	Day	to	November	30.	Minimum	size	limit:	18	inches.	Possession	limit:	one.	*	Perch,	bluegill,	and	pumpkinseed	open	season:	last	Saturday	in	April	to	November	30.	Possession	limit:	five	fish	in	combination.	Restrictions	on	specific	areas:	*	Van	Buren	County:	Crooked	and	Little	Crooked	Lakes	have	a	minimum	size	limit	of	10
inches	for	bass.	*	South	Branch	Black	River	and	its	tributaries	upstream	of	Breedsville	(Mill	Street)	are	restricted	to	only	one	single-pointed,	unweighted	hook	no	larger	than	1/2	inch	from	point	to	shank.	*	Washtenaw	County:	Huron	River	from	Mast	Road	Bridge	in	Dexter	downstream	to	Delhi	Road	Bridge	is	catch-and-immediate-release	only	for	bass.
*	Horseshoe	Lake	has	a	minimum	size	limit	of	14	inches	and	a	possession	limit	of	one	for	bass,	and	a	possession	limit	of	one	for	northern	pike.	**Eat	Safe	Fish**	The	Michigan	Department	of	Health	and	Human	Services	(MDHHS)	recommends	eating	fish	that	are	low	in	chemical	contaminants.	You	can	use	the	Eat	Safe	Fish	Guide	to	find	fish	that	have
been	tested	for	chemicals	and	are	safe	for	everyone	to	eat.	MDHHS	tests	only	the	parts	of	the	fish	that	you	eat	for	chemicals.	**Get	a	Free	Copy**	To	get	a	free	copy	of	the	MDHHS	Eat	Safe	Fish	Guide	and	other	helpful	information	about	choosing	and	eating	safe	fish,	visit	Michigan.gov/EatSafeFish	or	call	MDHHS	at	1-800-648-6942.	Michigan
Department	of	Health	&	Human	Services	Publishes	Annual	Fish	Guides	and	Emergency	Advisories,	Angler	Rights	and	Railroad	Regulations	The	Michigan	Department	of	Health	&	Human	Services	releases	Eat	Safe	Fish	Guides	annually	in	the	spring	and	emergency	advisories	as	needed.	The	department	tests	fish	across	the	state	for	PFAS	(per-	and
polyfluoroalkyl	substances)	and	other	chemicals	such	as	mercury,	which	are	present	in	all	fish.	New	guidelines	and	advisories	are	released	periodically	based	on	elevated	levels	of	PFAS.	Anglers	can	access	up-to-date	information	on	PFAS	fish	results	by	visiting	Michigan.gov/PFASResponse.	Additionally,	the	state	has	specific	regulations	for	anglers	on
public	streams.	With	written	or	oral	consent,	anglers	may	enter	property	within	the	stream's	defined	banks	to	avoid	hazards	or	obstructions.	However,	they	must	not	damage	farm	products	or	intentionally	trespass	on	private	properties	that	are	classified	as	"key	facilities,"	such	as	chemical	manufacturing	facilities	or	water	treatment	plants.
Trespassing	on	railroad	rights-of-way	is	a	misdemeanor	and	requires	written	permission	from	the	railroad	company	to	be	exempt.	The	Department	of	Natural	Resources	(DNR)	supports	fishing	as	a	legitimate	form	of	recreation	and	aims	to	manage	aquatic	resources	effectively.	Anglers	beware:	intentionally	disrupting	fishing	experiences	is	a	no-go!	If
you're	having	your	fishing	experience	obstructed,	report	the	issue	pronto	by	dialing	or	texting	800-292-7800	(the	Report	AllPoaching	hotline).	Now,	about	those	Personal	Flotation	Devices	(PFDs):	make	sure	to	check	the	label	for	the	right	size	and	weight	for	the	person	using	it.	Throw	on	that	PFD	to	ensure	a	snug	fit	and	confirm	it's	Coast	Guard-
approved.	For	boats	under	16	feet,	you'll	need	at	least	one	wearable	life	jacket	per	person	on	board	in	Great	Lakes	or	connected	waterways.	Inland	waters	not	connected	to	the	Great	Lakes	require	either	a	wearable	or	throwable	PFD	for	each	person.	If	your	boat	is	16	feet	or	longer,	you're	looking	at	needing	one	wearable	PFD	(Type	I,	II,	or	III)	and
one	throwable	PFD	per	person	on	board.	Michigan	law	also	requires	non-inflatable	PFDs	for	personal	watercraft	and	Type	I	or	II	PFDs	for	kids	under	six.	Now,	let's	talk	Master	Angler	Patch!	To	snag	this	award,	your	fish	needs	to	meet	minimum	length	criteria	and	be	caught	using	legal	Michigan	sportfishing	methods	during	the	open	season.	A	photo
of	the	fish	being	measured	by	a	ruler	or	measuring	tape	is	also	required.	Only	one	entry	per	species	will	be	accepted,	and	the	DNR	Fisheries	Division	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	application	that	doesn't	meet	the	criteria.	To	measure	your	catch,	follow	these	steps:	take	a	straight	line	from	the	nose	(or	lower	jaw)	to	the	tip	of	the	tail.	Use	a	standard
ruler	or	measuring	tape,	and	snap	a	pic	while	measuring	–	all	part	of	the	Master	Angler	program!	The	deadline	for	submitting	an	entry	to	participate	in	the	State	Record	Fish	program	is	January	10,	2024.	Applicants	must	provide	a	color	photo	of	their	fish,	including	one	that	clearly	shows	the	length	measurement	device,	along	with	their	application.
Submissions	can	only	be	made	through	the	online	form.	For	applicants	who	need	assistance,	they	can	call	517-284-5830.	State	Record	Fish	are	recognized	by	weight	only,	and	to	qualify,	your	fish	must	weigh	more	than	the	current	listed	State	Record	and	have	its	identification	verified	by	a	DNR	fisheries	biologist.	A	list	of	Customer	Service	Centers	is
available,	but	it's	recommended	to	call	ahead	to	confirm	availability	of	fisheries	biologists.	When	measuring	fish,	follow	these	guidelines:	Measure	from	the	tip	of	the	nose	(or	lower	jaw)	to	the	tip	of	the	tail	in	a	straight	line;	do	not	measure	around	the	body.	Pinch	the	tail	and	jaw	to	get	accurate	measurements.	To	practice	catch-and-release	safely:	*
Never	use	a	gaff.	*	Land	your	catch	carefully	and	quickly,	avoiding	handling	the	fish	whenever	possible.	*	Remove	the	hook	gently	with	pliers.	*	Use	a	soft-mesh	landing	net	and	try	to	net	your	fish	head	first.	*	Keep	the	fish	in	the	water	and	cradle	it	while	removing	the	hook.	*	Leave	your	fish	in	the	water	until	you're	ready	to	take	a	photo.	*	Do	not
squeeze	the	fish	or	touch	its	gills,	as	this	can	cause	bleeding.	*	Wet	your	hands	before	touching	your	fish.	*	If	a	fish	is	deeply	hooked,	cut	the	line	near	the	hook.	*	Release	your	fish	by	pointing	it	into	a	slow	current	or	gently	moving	it	back	and	forth	until	its	gills	are	working	properly.	Minimum	Entry	Lengths	and	Current	State	Records:	|	Species	|



Minimum	Entry	Length	(inches)	|	Current	State	Record	(lbs.)	|	|	---	|	---	|	---	|	|	Bass,	Largemouth	|	21"	|	11.94	|	|	Bass,	Rock	|	12"	|	3.62	|	|	Bass,	White	|	16"	|	6.44	|	|	Buffalo,	Bigmouth	|	30"	|	33	|	|	Bullhead,	Black	|	14"	|	3.44	|	|	Bullhead,	Yellow	|	14"	|	3.6	|	|	Burbot	|	26"	|	18.25	|	|	Carpsucker,	Quillback	|	19"	|	9.98	|	|	Catfish,	Flathead	|	35"	|	53.35	|	|
Crappie,	Black	|	14"	|	4.12	|	|	Freshwater	Drum	|	27"	|	28.61	|	|	Longnose	Gar	|	32"	|	18	|	|	Muskellunge,	Northern	|	46"	|	49.75	|	|	Northern	Pike	|	36"	|	39	|	|	Perch,	Yellow	|	14"	|	3.75	|	|	Salmon,	Chinook	|	39"	|	47.86	|	|	Salmon,	Pink	|	21"	|	8.56	|	|	Splake	|	25"	|	17.5	|	|	Sucker,	Northern	|	(No	data	available)	Here's	a	list	of	common	fish	species	in
Michigan,	along	with	their	average	lengths:	*	Sunfish:	7.19	inches	+	Hybrid:	10"1.8"	*	Redear:	10"2.36"	*	Trout:	+	Brook:	14"9.5"	+	Lake:	34"61.5"	*	Walleye:	29"17.19"	*	Whitefish,	Menominee	(Round):	15"4.06"	Illustrations	of	various	fish	species	include	Bluegill,	Pumpkinseed	(Sunfish),	Redear	Sunfish,	Rock	Bass,	Largemouth	Bass,	Smallmouth
Bass,	White	Crappie,	Black	Crappie,	Yellow	Perch,	Walleye,	Northern	Pike,	Muskellunge,	Channel	Catfish,	Flathead	Catfish,	White	Bass,	White	Perch,	Rainbow	Trout,	Brook	Trout,	Brown	Trout,	Lake	Trout,	Splake,	Atlantic	Salmon,	Pink	Salmon,	Chinook	"King"	Salmon,	Coho	Salmon,	and	Cisco.	Additionally,	there	are	inland	trout	&	salmon	regulations
that	apply	only	to	the	taking	of	trout	and	salmon	from	inland	waters.	These	regulations	can	be	found	in	the	county	listings	or	online	at	Michigan.gov/Fishing.	During	closed	season	dates,	fishing	is	prohibited	for	all	species,	and	anglers	should	check	the	It	is	Unlawful	To	section	for	restrictions	on	hooks	and	lures	and	the	Exceptions	to	General
Regulations	by	County	for	other	restrictions.	Shall	not	take	or	possess	Arctic	Grayling	from	Michigan	waters	under	state	jurisdiction.	Regulations	apply	to	inland	lake	Types	A-F	as	listed.	Maps	available	at	Michigan.gov/FishingGuide.	Lake	Type	Fishing	and	Possession	Season	Tackle	Daily	Possession	Limit	A	(61	lakes):	Last	Sat	in	April	-	Oct	31,	All
except	minnows,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	10",	12"	for	trout,	15"	for	salmon.	B	(55	lakes):	Open	All	Year,	All	species,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	8-15",	Daily	Possession	Limit:	5/3*.	C	(28	lakes):	Open	All	Year,	All	species,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	8-10",	Daily	Possession	Limit:	5/3*.	D	(21	lakes):	Last	Sat	in	April	-	Oct	31,	All	except	minnows,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	10-
15",	Daily	Possession	Limit:	5/3*,	No	live	bait	or	organic	food	allowed.	E	(11	lakes):	Open	All	Year,	All	species,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	8-12",	Daily	Possession	Limit:	5	fish.	F	(16	lakes):	Open	All	Year,	All	species,	Minimum	Size	Limit:	10"	for	trout	and	salmon.	Designated	Trout	Lakes:	A	and	D	lakes	are	designated.	Regulations	apply	to	streams	Types	1-4
and	Brook	Trout	Restoration	Areas.	Maps	available	at	Michigan.gov/Fishing.	Fishing	Regulations	in	Michigan	and	Wisconsin:	The	following	waters	have	more	restrictive	brook	trout	regulations:	*	Big	Garlic	River	and	tributaries	(Marquette	Co.)	*	Big	Huron	River	(Baraga	and	Marquette	Cos)	*	Iron	River	(Marquette	Co.)	*	Little	Huron	River	(Marquette
Co.)	*	Pilgrim	River	and	tributaries	(Houghton	Co.)	*	Portage/Torch	Lake	system	*	Ravine	River	(Baraga	Co)	*	Silver	River	(Baraga	Co)	*	Slate	River	(Baraga	Co)	*	Salmon-Trout	River	(Marquette	Co)	Fishing	regulations	on	these	waters	supersede	those	in	other	sections.	The	harvest	season	for	Brook	Trout	is	from	the	last	Saturday	in	April	to
September	30,	and	there's	a	minimum	size	limit	of	20	inches	with	a	daily	possession	limit	of	one	(1)	Brook	Trout,	Lake	Trout	or	Splake	total	combined.	In	addition,	fishing	regulations	on	these	waters	apply	to	streams	not	classified	as	Stream	Type	or	Listed	as	a	Gear	Restricted	stream.	For	streams	within	the	Michigan-Wisconsin	Boundary	Waters,
there's	an	8-inch	minimum	size	limit	with	a	daily	possession	limit	of	five	fish,	except	up	to	five	salmon	(Chinook	or	coho)	15	inches	or	greater	may	be	retained	in	the	daily	possession	limit.	Artificial	lures	and	all	types	of	natural	bait	are	allowed	on	these	waters.	A	trout	stream	is	any	water	body	that	is	designated	as	such	by	the	Michigan	Department	of
Natural	Resources.	Most	streams	classified	as	Type	3	and	Type	4	are	considered	trout	streams,	with	specific	regulations	outlined	on	online	maps	at	Michigan.gov/Fishing.	There	are	also	Gear	Restricted	Streams,	which	have	distinct	rules	regarding	the	use	of	live	bait,	dead	or	preserved	bait,	organic	or	processed	food,	and	scented	materials	on	flies.
These	restrictions	do	not	apply	to	streams	under	Type	regulations.	Gear	Restricted	Streams	are	marked	in	red	color	on	the	online	maps.	The	Au	Sable	River	has	specific	regulations,	including	a	ban	on	artificial	lures	except	for	flies	only	and	an	open	year-round	season	with	a	daily	limit	of	zero	trout,	unless	children	under	12	are	allowed	to	keep	one
trout	per	day.	The	river's	Mainstream	section	has	various	mileage	sections	with	different	fishing	seasons,	possession	limits,	and	size	restrictions.	The	North	Branch	of	the	Au	Sable	River	also	has	specific	regulations,	including	a	ban	on	scented	materials	on	flies	and	a	daily	limit	of	two	trout	per	angler,	with	no	more	than	one	trout	over	18	inches	in
length.	Fishing	regulations	vary	by	location	and	time	of	year	on	Michigan's	trout	streams.	For	the	South	Branch	in	Crawford	County,	the	size	limit	for	brook	trout	and	rainbow	trout	is	10	inches,	while	brown	trout	must	be	at	least	18	inches.	The	entire	waterway	is	open	to	fishing	all	year	round,	except	for	a	possession	season	closure	from	last	Saturday
in	April	to	September	30th	for	brook	trout	and	brown	trout,	but	remains	open	for	rainbow	trout.	In	contrast,	the	Black	River	segment	between	Tin	Shanty	Bridge	Road	and	Town	Corner	Lake	Stairs	is	open	year-round	for	brook	trout	and	rainbow	trout	fishing,	with	no	minimum	size	limit.	However,	a	possession	season	closure	from	last	Saturday	in	April
to	September	30th	applies	for	brook	trout.	Brown	trout	have	a	lower	minimum	size	limit	of	8	inches.	Other	regulations	include	specific	tackle	restrictions	on	artificial	flies	or	lures	and	daily	possession	limits	varying	by	age	group	and	type	of	fish.	Cooks	Run	has	seasonal	fishing	regulations,	including	gear-restricted	periods	where	only	artificial	flies	are
permitted.	All	year	fishing	allowed	in	various	Michigan	rivers.	Here	are	the	details:	*	Escanaba	River:	Open	all	year	for	rainbow	trout.	For	brook	trout	and	brown	trout,	possession	season	is	last	Saturday	in	April	to	September	30.	*	Fox	River:	From	Fox	River	State	Forest	Campground	to	M-28,	from	last	Saturday	in	April	to	September	30,	it's	managed
under	Type	1	regulations.	From	October	1	to	the	Friday	before	last	Saturday	in	April,	it's	managed	under	gear-restricted	regulations	with	artificial	flies	only	and	no	daily	possession	limit.	*	Huron	River:	From	Proud	Lake	Dam	to	Wixom	Road,	from	last	Saturday	in	April	to	September	30,	it's	managed	under	Type	1	regulations.	From	April	1	to	the
Friday	before	last	Saturday	in	April,	it's	managed	under	gear-restricted	regulations	with	artificial	flies	only	and	no	daily	possession	limit.	*	Little	Manistee	River:	Open	all	year	for	trout	and	salmon.	For	brook	trout	and	brown	trout,	possession	season	is	last	Saturday	in	April	to	September	30.	Tackle	is	limited	to	artificial	flies,	and	the	daily	possession
limit	is	two	fish.	Trout	fishing	regulations	vary	by	river	and	species	in	Michigan,	USA.	For	example,	the	Manistee	River	has	year-round	fishing	for	trout	but	possession	is	only	allowed	until	September	30th	for	certain	types	like	brook	trout	and	brown	trout.	Meanwhile,	rainbow	trout	can	be	kept	all	year.	On	the	other	hand,	the	Paint	Creek	has	stricter
rules	with	a	size	limit	of	14	inches	for	all	trout	species	from	April	to	September.	The	Paint	River	has	specific	regulations	based	on	time	of	year,	including	a	minimum	size	limit	of	7	inches	for	brook	trout	during	certain	months.	From	Sep.1–the	Fri.beofoe	the	lasSat.in	Aprlil,	thihs	reach	of	stream	shall	be	managed	under	Type	4	regulations,	wihthe
following	exseptions:Fishing	Season:	Sep.1–th	eiFri.beofoe	the	lasSat.in	April;Possession	Season:	Sep.1	–th	eiFri.beofoe	the	lasSat.in	April;Daily	Possession	Limit:	1	rainbow	trout	Size	Limiits:	rainbow	trout	—	10".[FO]From	the	lasSat.in	April	–	Aug.31,	thihs	reach	of	stream	shall	be	managed	under	gear	restricted	regulations	as	folloows:Fishing
Season:	lasSat.in	April	–	Aug.31;Possession	Season:	lasSat.in	April	–Aug.31;Tackle:	artificial	lures	only;Daily	Possession	Limit:	2	trout	or	salmon;with	no	more	than	1	brown	trout	18"	or	geater,	and	no	more	than	1	rainbow	trout	Size	Limiits:	minimum	size	limit:	all	salmon	—	10";	brook	trout,	brown	trout,	and	rainbow	trout	–	8";	except	that	the	harvest
of	fish	geater	than	14"	and	leass	than	18"	shall	be	prohibted	for	brook	trout,	brown	trout,	and	rainbow	trout.Milage:	10.5	miles.Pigeon	River:[ALO]	(Cheboygan	and	Otsego	Cos.)	from	Elk	Hill	Campground	Horse	Trail	(T32N,	R1W,	S10;	45°	10'	50.753"	N/	84°	25'	27.866"	W)	to	Pine	Grove	Campground	Stairs	(T33N,	R1W,	S17;	45°	14'	38.497"	N/	84°
26'	47.983"	W):Fishing	Season:	open	all	year;PossessionSeason:	lasSat.in	April	–	Sep.30	for	brook	trout	and	brown	trout;	open	all	year	for	rainbow	trout;Tackle:	artificial	lures	only;Daily	Possession	Limit:	2	trout;with	no	more	than	1	brown	trout	Size	Limiits:	minimum	size	limit:	brook	trout	and	rainbow	trout	—	10";	brown	trout	—	12".Milge:	5.3
miles.County	Listing	of	Lakes	and	Streams	LakesTypeReid	LakeBSouth	Hoist	LakeBStreamsTypeAu	Sable	River	Mainstream	from	Evans	Rd.	(McKinley	Bridge)	downstream	to	4001	Bridge.2Au	Sable	River	Mainstream4from	Alcona	Dam	to	S.	Branch	River.Black	River4from	confluence	with	N.	Branch	Black	River	downstream	to	Lake	Huron.Pine
River3from	F-41	downstream	to	Lake	Huron.LakesTypeAckerman	LakeBAddis	LakesABette’s	PondABrian’s	PondACheryl’s	Pond	(T44N,	R19W,	S25)BCox	PondAGrand	Marais	LakeAHike	LakeAIrwin	LakeAKay’s	PondBMirror	LakeBNorth	(Upper)	Shoe	LakeBRock	River	PondARock	LakeASawaski	Pond	(T44N,	R19W,	S14)BSitka	LakeASullivan
LakeATrueman	LakeAWest	John’s	LakeAStreamsTypeAnna	River4from	Railroad	Bridge	(T46N,	R19W,	S14)	downstream	to	L.	Superior.Au	Train	River4from	Powerhouse	below	M-94	downstream	to	L.	Superior.Hurricane	River3from	Truck	Trail	(CO	Rd	724,	T49N,	R15W,	Rivers	and	streams	in	Michigan	are	regulated	by	specific	rules	regarding	fishing.
Some	areas,	such	as	the	Laughing	Whitefish	River	and	the	Rock	River,	are	closed	to	fishing	during	certain	months,	while	others,	like	the	Miner's	River,	have	restrictions	on	types	of	hooks	allowed	for	a	portion	of	their	length.	In	the	Kalamazoo	Lake/Silver	Lake	area,	various	streams	and	rivers	have	specific	rules.	The	Black	River	Mainstream	has	no
restrictions,	but	other	streams	like	the	Gun	River	Mainstream	are	regulated.	The	Middle	Branch	Black	River	also	has	designated	areas	with	no	fishing	allowed.	Certain	creeks,	such	as	Sucker	Creek	and	Swan	Creek,	have	restrictions	on	hooks	used	for	a	portion	of	their	length.	For	example,	in	Swan	Creek,	only	single-pointed	unweighted	hooks
measuring	1/2	inch	or	less	from	point	to	shank	are	permitted	during	specific	dates.	Rivers	like	the	Devils	River,	Thunder	Bay	River,	and	Intermediate	River	also	have	designated	areas	with	no	fishing	allowed,	while	others,	such	as	the	Elk	River,	have	restrictions	on	types	of	hooks	used.	Some	rivers,	like	the	Jordan	River,	Manistee	River,	Torch	River,
and	Pine	Creek	Tributary,	are	subject	to	specific	regulations,	including	closed	seasons	for	fishing.	From	Point	To	Shanks	Stream	Type	East	Branch	Au	Gres	Rivir(Whitney	Draine)3	From	M-55	Down	Stram	to	Saginaw	Bay.Rifil	Rivir3	From	Sage	Lake	Road(T23N,	R3E,	S22)	Down	Stram	to	Saginaw	Bay.Lakes	Type	Roland	LakB	Streams	Type	Big	Huron
River4	From	Big	Ericks	Bridge(T52N,	R30W,	S35)	Down	Stram	to	L.	Superior	(T52N,	R29W,	S18).BTRAFalls	Rivir3	From	US-41	To	L.	Superior.Otter	Rivir3	From	Conflunce	Of	N.	And	W.	Br	Otter	Rivir	Down	Stram	to	Sturgeon	Rivir.Ravine	Rivir4	From	Sicotte	Road(T51N,	R31W,	S2)	Down	Stram	to	Huron	Bay	(T51N,	R31W,	S4).BTRASilver	Rivir4
From	Silver	River	Fall(T51N,	R32W,	S26)	Down	Stram	to	Huron	Bay	(T51N,	R31W,	S18).BTRASlate	Rivir4	From	Slate	Rivir	Fall(1/2	Mil	Upstram	From	Skanee	Road	T51N,	R31W,	S9)	Down	Stram	to	Huron	Bay	(T51N,	R31W,	S8).BTRASturgeon	Rivir2	From	US-41	Down	Stram	To	Prickett	Dam.Sturgeon	Rivir3	From	Prickett	Dam	Down	Stram	To	L.
Superior(SC	-	Closed	to	Fishing	-	April	1	–	June	30)From	The	Prickett	Dam	Down	Stram	to	Mouth	of	Cleer	Creek(T50N,	R35W,	S12).Lakes	Type	Deep	LakB	Gull	LakE	Streams	Type	Augusta	Crick4	From	Little	Gilkey	Lak	and	Faire	Lak	Outlet	Down	Stram	To	Knappen	Mills	Dam.Bassett	Crick4	From	Bakr	Lak	Down	Stram	to	Conflunce	With	Thornapple
Rivir.Coldwater	Rivir2	From	M-43	Bridge(T4N,	R8W,	S16)	Down	Stram	To	Freeport	Road	Bridge.Coldwater	Rivir4	From	Freeport	Rd	Down	Stram	to	Conflunce	With	Thornapple	Rivir.Turner	Crick4	From(T3N,	R10W,	S23)	Down	Stram	to	Conflunce	With	Bakr	Crick	(T3N,	R10W,	S9).Streams	Type	Saginaw	Rivir3	Lakes	Type	Betsie	LakF	From	M-22
Down	To	L.	Michigan.Crystal	LakE	Streams	Type	Betsie	Rivir4	From	Kurick	Rd	Down	Stram	To	M-22	Year	Round	Onley	One	(1)	Rainbow	Trout	20"	or	Greater	Allowed	in	Daily	Possession	Limit(SC	-	Closed	to	Fishing	-	Betsie	River	Homestead	Dam	–	Nov.	16	–	July	31	within	100	ft	of	lamprey	barrier	and	fish	passage	facility).SC	-	Closed	to	Fishing	-
Betsie	RivirHomestead	Dam	–	Aug.	1	–	Nov.	15	Within	300	ft	of	Lampree	Barrier	and	Fish	Passage	Facility.Special	Artificial	Lure	Regulations	apply	Aug.	1	-	Nov.	15.Otter	Crick4	From	Otter	Lak	Outlet(T27N,	R15W,	S13)	Down	Stram	to	L.	Michigan.Platte	Rivir4	From	US-31	Bridge	At	Vetrans	Park	Down	Stram	to	L.	Michigan.Note	The	Daily	Possesion
Limit	Shall	Be1	Rainbow	Trout	From	Upper	Hatchery	Weir	To	L.	Michigan.Hook	Restriction	On	the	PlatteRiver	Benzie	Co	it	Shall	be	Unlawful	to	use	Othere	than	One	Singl	pointedunweighted	hook	Measuring	1/2"	or	Les	From	Point	to	Shank	SC	–	Closed	to	Fishing	–	within	300	ft	of	the	upper	(hatchery)	weir	infrastructure	Whenever	Weir	is	in	Place.
Closed	Fishing	Areas	and	Restrictions	on	various	Lakes	and	Streams	in	Michigan.	SC	–	Closed	to	Fishing	–	Jan.	1	–	March	31	from	US-31	bridge	at	Veteran’s	Park	downstream	to	Platte	Lake.	LakesTypeSinger	LakeCStreamsTypeBlue	Creek4Dowagiac	River4from	source	downstream	to	confluence	with	St.	Joseph	River.Galien	River
Mainstream4downstream	limit	is	L.	Michigan.South	Branch	Galien	River	Mainstream	only,4downstream	limit	is	the	confluence	with	Galien	River.St.	Joseph	River3from	Indiana	state	line	downstream	toL.	Michigan.Townsend	Cr.1(T6S,	R17W,	S19),	and	the	mouth	area	of	Lake	Chapin,	to	a	point	100	yardsbelow	the	Townsend	Cr.	mouth	into	Lake
Chapin)	Hook	Restriction:	It	is	unlawful	touse	other	than	one	single-pointed,	unweighted	hook	measuring	1/2"	or	less	from	point	to	shank.	LakesTypeCary	LakeCStreamsTypePrairie	River	Mainstream4from	Bowers	Road	(T8S,	R7W,	S4)	downstream	to	McKale	Road	(T7S,	R9W,	S8).South	Branch	Rice	Creek4from	Concord	Rd.	downstream	to	confluence
with	Kalamazoo	River.Nottawa	Creek4LakesTypeBirch	LakeBHarwood	LakeCHemlock	LakeBStreamsTypeCurtis	Creek	Tributaries2Dowagiac	Creek2from	Mckenzie	Street	(T5S,	R14W,	S31)	downstream	to	M-62.Dowagiac	Drain4Mill	Creek	and	Tributaries4from	Preston	Road	(T7S,	R12W,	S7)	downstream	to	impoundment	at	T7S,	R12W,	S32.Dowagiac
River	Mainstream	(including	Dowagiac	Drain)4from	source	downstream	to	confluence	with	St.	Joseph	River.LakesTypeLake	Charlevoix	(including	Round	Lake)FThumb	(Louise)	LakeBWalloon	LakeBStreamsTypeBear	River4from	Walloon	Lake	downstream	to	northern	edge	of	foot	bridge	north	of	Lake	StreetHook	Restriction:	On	the	Bear	River,from
the	northern	edge	of	foot	bridge	north	of	Lake	Street	upstream	to	Lake	Street	Dam	(T34N,	R5W,	S6)	it	shall	be	unlawful	to	use	other	than	one	single-	pointed	unweighted	hook	measuring	1/2"	or	less	from	point	to	shank.Boyne	River4from	P.	H.	Dam	downstream	to	Lake	Charlevoix.Hook	Restriction:	On	the	Boyne	River,from	the	mouth	upstream	to	dam
(T32N,	R5W,	S5)	it	shall	be	unlawful	to	use	other	than	one	single-pointed	unweighted	hook	measuring	1/2"	or	less	from	point	to	shank.Jordan	River4from	Graves	Crossing	(T31N,	R6W,	S32)	downstream	to	Lake	Charlevoix.Medusa	CreekSC	-	Closed	to	Fishing	-	whenever	weir	is	in	place.	Tributary	to	L.	Michigan	(T34N,	R8W,	S28)	and	including	an
area	of	L.	Michigan	in	a	radius	of	100	ft	from	the	mouth	of	Medusa	Creek.LakesTypeHemlock	LakeDSilver	LakeBTower	Pond	(from	dam	to	M-68)EWeber	LakeBStreamsTypeCheboygan	River3from	Cheboygan	Dam	downstream	toL.	Huron.Maple	River4from	Woodland	Rd.	in	Emmet	Co.	downstream	to	mouth.Mill	Creek4Pigeon	RiverGRfrom	Elk	Hill
Campground	Horse	Trail	to	Pine	Grove	Campground	Stairs.Pigeon	River4from	Pine	Grove	Campground	Stairs	(T33N,	R1W,	Waterways	in	the	region	include:	*	Sturgeon	River:	From	East	Mullet	Rd.	(also	known	as	Webb	Rd.	or	Wolverine	Rd.)	to	its	mouth	at	Burt	Lake.	*	Lakes:	Dukes	Lake,	Highbanks	Lake,	Naomiakong	Lake,	Naomiakong	Pond,	Bright
Lake,	Kneff	Lake,	Shupac	Lake.	*	Streams:	+	Albany	Creek:	From	the	bridge	below	lamprey	weir	to	Lake	Huron.	+	Carp	River	(Mainstream):	Halfway	down	from	Lakeshore	Drive	to	Lake	Superior.	+	Pendill's	Creek:	From	Second	Dam	(T47N,	R4W,	S28)	to	Lake	Superior.	+	Pine	River:	From	H-40	Bridge	to	Lake	Huron.	*	Au	Sable	River:	+	Mainstream:
From	Business	Loop	75	(James	St.)	to	Burton’s	Landing,	then	from	there	to	South	Wakeley	Bridge	Rd.	(Wakeley	Bridge),	and	finally	from	South	Wakeley	Bridge	Rd.	to	McMasters	Bridge	Rd.	(McMasters	Bridge).	+	North	Branch:	From	Sheep	Ranch	down	to	confluence	with	Mainstream.	+	South	Branch:	From	Chase	Bridge	Rd.	(Chase	Bridge)	to	Lower
High	Banks,	then	from	there	down	to	confluence	with	Mainstream.	*	Other	rivers:	+	Manistee	River:	From	headwaters	down	to	CO.	Rd.	612,	then	from	there	to	M-72,	and	finally	from	M-72	down	to	Sunset	Trail	Rd.	(CCC	Bridge	T26N,	R6W,	S26).	+	Bark	River:	From	9	Road	(Section	Line	Between	T38N,	R24W,	S20	&	29)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Big
Fishdam	River:	From	County	Road	2222	Bridge	(T41N,	R18W,	S9)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Days	River:	From	Highway	M-35	Bridge	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Escanaba	River:	From	Boney	Falls	Dam	down	to	mouth	of	Silver	Creek	(T40N,	R23W,	S11).	+	Ford	River:	From	Northland	Truck	Trail	(T43N,	R27W,	S35)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Rapid
River:	From	County	Road	S-15	(T42N,	R21W,	S19)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Sturgeon	River:	From	County	Road	442	Bridge	(T42N,	R20W,	S13)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Tacoosh	River:	From	29th	Lane	(County	Road	G-24)	down	to	Lake	Michigan.	+	Whitefish	River:	From	38th	Road	(U.S.F.S.	2236)	down	to	US-2	bridge	in	T41N,	R21W,	S28.	Note
that	only	one	Rainbow	Trout	over	20"	is	allowed	per	day	for	all	year-round	fishing	streams.	The	Michigan	Department	of	Natural	Resources	has	established	various	fishing	restrictions	and	regulations	for	different	rivers,	streams,	and	lakes	throughout	the	state.	-	For	River:	A	single-pointed	unweighted	hook	measuring	½	inch	or	less	from	point	to	shank
is	prohibited	upstream	of	Lake	Street	Dam.	-	Carp	Lake	River	and	Maple	River	are	open	to	fishing	year-round,	but	a	permit	may	be	required.	-	The	Big	Carp	River	and	Black	River	are	closed	to	fishing	downstream	of	specific	points	including	Bathtub	Falls	and	Rainbow	Falls.	-	Duck	Creek	has	restrictions	on	fishing	due	to	the	presence	of	trout.	-	For
Little	Carp	River,	Traders	Fall,	and	Presque	Isle	River,	there	is	no	minimum	size	limit	but	a	catch-and-release	only	policy	applies	for	some	areas.	-	The	Boardman	River	is	closed	to	fishing	between	certain	points	including	the	Front	Street	Bridge	in	Traverse	City.	-	Streams	such	as	North	Branch	Cedar	River,	Black	River	2,	and	Duck	Creek	have	specific
restrictions	on	fishing	gear.	-	For	lakes	like	Bear	Lake,	Bird	Lake,	Portage/Torch	Lake	system,	Clear	Lake,	Penegor	Lake,	Perrault	Lake	and	Elk	Lake,	certain	lakes	have	daily	creel	limits	and	minimum	sizes	for	species	of	fish.	Streams	and	lakes	in	various	counties	are	subject	to	different	fishing	regulations.	For	example,	the	Au	Sable	River	is	closed	to
fishing	year-round	from	Foote	Dam	downstream	to	the	dam's	apron	edge.	However,	from	Alcona	Dam	to	the	South	Branch	of	the	Au	Gres	River,	a	4-stream	type	allows	fishing.	The	East	Branch	Au	Gres	River	has	specific	restrictions,	being	closed	between	December	and	April.	Similar	regulations	apply	to	other	rivers	like	the	Pine	River	and	Tawas
River.	In	addition,	certain	lakes	are	designated	as	having	specific	fish	species,	such	as	Deadman's	Lake	for	trout.	Other	streams,	like	Cooks	Run	and	Paint	River,	also	have	restrictions	based	on	their	tributaries.	Furthermore,	some	lakes	like	Farwell	Lake	and	Gull	Lake	allow	fishing	in	their	respective	streams.	The	Manistee	River	and	Rapid	River	have
their	own	set	of	regulations	regarding	hook	sizes	and	types,	with	restrictions	from	May	to	July	for	the	Torch	River's	downstream	section.	From	May	1st	to	July	1st,	a	specific	fishing	regulation	applies	on	Torch	River	from	Crystal	Beach	Rd	Bridge	downstream	to	Lake	Skegemog	and	Rapid	River	up	to	Aarwood	Rd	Bridge.	The	rule	states	that	only	one
single-pointed	unweighted	hook	measuring	½-inch	or	less	from	point	to	shank	is	allowed.	Additionally,	there	are	specific	regulations	for	various	streams	and	rivers	throughout	the	area:	*	Ball	Creek:	downstream	limit	is	confluence	with	Rogue	River.	*	Buck	Creek:	downstream	limit	is	confluence	with	Grand	River.	*	Coldwater	River:	from	Freeport	Rd.
downstream	to	confluence	with	Thornapple	River.	*	Nash	Creek:	downstream	limit	is	confluence	with	Rogue	River.	*	Rogue	River:	downstream	limit	is	confluence	with	Grand	River.	*	Year-round,	only	one	Rainbow	Trout	20"	or	greater	allowed	in	daily	possession	limit	on	Rockford	Dam	at	East	Bridge	St.	downstream	to	confluence	with	Grand	River.
There	are	also	specific	regulations	for	various	lakes	and	rivers:	*	Big	Traverse	River:	upstream	limit	is	Gay-Lake	Linden	Road.	*	Eagle	River:	upstream	limit	is	dam	at	Eagle	River	Village.	*	Fanny	Hooe	River:	upstream	limit	is	Lake	Fanny	Hooe.	*	Gratiot	River:	from	Bridge	downstream	to	L.	Superior.	*	Silver	Creek:	upstream	limit	is	Falls.	*	Silver
River:	upstream	limit	is	Hwy	M-26.	*	Tobacco	River:	upstream	limit	is	mouth	of	Black	Brook	Creek.	Some	areas	are	closed	to	fishing	during	certain	times:	*	Little	Manistee	River:	from	a	point	300	feet	upstream	of	the	DNR	weir	to	Spencer’s	Bridge,	closed	Jan.	1	-	Mar.	31.	*	Pere	Marquette	River:	from	M-37	to	the	downstream	edge	of	the	boat
ramp/slide	at	Gleason’s	Landing	and	from	the	downstream	edge	of	the	boat	ramp/slide	at	Gleason’s	Landing	to	the	upstream	edge	of	the	boat	ramp	at	Rainbow	Rapids,	year-round.	Special	artificial	lure	regulations	apply	on	some	rivers:	*	Pere	Marquette	River:	Aug.	1	-	Nov.	15.	*	Year-round,	only	one	Rainbow	Trout	20"	or	greater	allowed	in	daily
possession	limit	on	Little	Manistee	River	from	Johnson	Rd	downstream	to	300	feet	above	the	Little	Manistee	River	Weir	and	Pere	Marquette	River	from	upstream	edge	of	the	boat	ramp	at	Rainbow	Rapids	downstream	to	Reek	Rd	(Indian	Bridge).	Only	one	Rainbow	Trout	measuring	20	inches	or	longer	permitted	in	daily	catch	limit.	Special	artificial	lure
regulations	apply	from	August	1st	to	November	15th.	Pine	River:	From	Elm	Flats	Public	Access	Site	to	the	confluence	with	Tippy	Dam	backwaters,	and	all	other	streams	and	rivers	within	this	region,	follow	Type	B	guidelines.	Belle	River:	From	Fisher	Dam	downstream	to	Lake	Michigan,	and	Shalda	Creek	from	Little	Traverse	Lake	outlet	to	Lake
Michigan,	adhere	to	Type	C	regulations.	Lakes:	Allens	Lake,	Deep	Lake,	Spring	Mill	Pond	(Island	Lake	Recreation	Area),	Bennett	Springs	Lake,	Brockies	Pond,	Bullhead	Lake,	Camp	8	Lake,	Dairy	Lake,	Deer	Lake,	Holland	Lake,	Jack	Lake,	Little	Whorl	Lake,	Moon	Lake,	Pratt	Lake,	Pretty	Lake,	Sid	Lake,	Silver	Creek	Pond,	Syphon	Lake,	Tank	Lake,
Trout	Lake,	Ward	Lake,	Wolverine	Lake,	Youngs	Lake,	follow	specific	regulations	for	each	lake.	Streams:	Blind	Sucker	River	(upstream	limit	is	Blind	Sucker	Flooding	Dam),	Two-Hearted	River	(from	Co.	Rd.	407	to	L.	Superior),	Black	River	(upstream	limit	is	Peters	Truck	Trail	Footbridge),	Brevoort	River	(upstream	limit	is	Brevoort	Lake),	Carp	River
Mainstream,	Crow	River	(upstream	limit	is	outfall	of	Amadon	Pond),	Milakokia	River,	Millecoquins	River	(from	H-40	bridge	to	L.	Michigan),	Pine	River	(from	H-40	Bridge	to	L.	Huron),	Clinton	River	(from	Yates	Dam	above	Dequindre	Rd.	to	Lake	St.	Clair),	North	Branch	Clinton	River	(from	32	Mile	Rd.	to	confluence	with	Clinton	River),	Bear	Creek,
follow	specific	regulations	for	each	stream.	Note:	Only	one	Rainbow	Trout	measuring	20	inches	or	longer	permitted	in	daily	catch	limit	year-round,	except	during	special	artificial	lure	regulations	from	August	1st	to	November	15th.	The	power	line	crossing	downstream	of	Stronach	Road	Bridge	is	closed	to	fishing	from	Sep	1	to	Nov	14	and	Jan	1	to
March	31.	Within	300	feet	of	the	DNR	weir	in	T21N,	R16W,	S25,	fishing	is	prohibited	year-round.	The	area	also	includes	a	daily	possession	limit	for	Rainbow	Trout	20"	or	greater,	with	only	one	fish	allowed	from	300'	downstream	of	Little	Manistee	River	Weir	to	Manistee	Lake.	Downstream	of	Lake	Superior,	several	rivers	and	streams	offer	fishing
opportunities.	Little	Huron	River	originates	from	an	unnamed	bridge	near	Section	20's	southern	border,	flowing	into	Lake	Superior.	Meanwhile,	Salmon-Trout	River	begins	at	Lower	Falls,	also	connecting	to	the	lake.	From	August	15th	until	the	last	Saturday	in	April,	there	is	no	fishing.	Pere	Marquette	Lake	features	a	river	with	two	sections:	one	from
Old	Highway	31	and	another	from	Bridge	Crossing	(T19N,	R15W),	both	flowing	into	L.	Michigan.	The	Big	Sable	River	has	an	artificial	lure	regulation	from	August	1	to	November	15.	The	Lincoln	River	and	Little	Manistee	River	have	similar	restrictions,	including	a	daily	possession	limit	of	one	Rainbow	Trout	20"	or	greater	in	certain	areas.	Pentwater
River	and	its	tributaries	also	have	special	regulations	during	this	period.	Additionally,	the	Pere	Marquette	River	has	several	sections	with	restricted	access	from	August	1	to	November	15,	featuring	only	one	allowed	Rainbow	Trout.	The	Big	Cedar	River	is	another	option	for	anglers,	flowing	into	L.	Michigan	year-round.	Lastly,	the	Muskegon	River	and
Ford	River	offer	fishing	opportunities	as	well.	Walton	Creek	flows	from	Westmann	Dam	down	to	Lake	Michigan,	while	Chippewa	River	originates	from	the	outlet	of	Lake	Isabella	and	stretches	into	Midland	County.	The	Tittabawassee	River	connects	at	the	midpoint.	Additionally,	streams	include	Manistee	River	flowing	from	Sunset	Trail	Rd.	to	M-115,
Huron	River	from	Belleville	Lake	Dam	to	Lake	Erie,	Marl	Lake,	Nevins	Lake,	Fish	Creek	from	Sidney	Rd.	to	Maple	River,	and	Little	Muskegon	River	with	a	special	restriction	on	Rainbow	Trout.	Furthermore,	certain	lakes	and	streams	are	closed	for	fishing	during	specific	periods:	*	The	Tittabawassee	River	is	closed	between	Sanford	Dam	site
downstream	to	the	confluence	with	Saginaw	River.	*	The	Salt	River	section	is	closed	from	March	16th	to	the	last	Saturday	in	April.	*	Hunt	Creek	is	closed,	including	East	Fish,	West	Fish,	and	Middle	Fish	lakes,	as	well	as	a	2.4-mile	stretch	of	the	creek.	Other	restrictions	include:	*	Thunder	Bay	R.	being	closed	between	Atlanta	dam	and	Sucker	Cr.
confluence	upstream	of	Hillman	Pond.	*	Cedar	Creek	being	closed	from	River	Rd.	to	Muskegon	River.	*	Crockery	Creek's	main	stream	being	closed	in	Muskegon	Co.	downstream	to	Grand	River.	*	North	Branch	Crockery	Creek	being	closed	from	Kenowa	Ave.	to	the	confluence	with	Crockery	Creek	mainstream	at	Ravenna.	Special	artificial	lure
regulations	apply	for	specific	periods,	including	August	1st	to	November	15th	on	the	White	River	and	certain	sections	of	the	Muskegon	River.	Only	one	Rainbow	Trout	over	20"	allowed	daily	in	many	rivers	and	lakes.	Special	artificial	lure	rules	apply	Aug	1-Nov	15	on	certain	waters.	Rivers	include	Little	Muskegon,	Rogue,	Tamarack	Creek,	Huron	River
from	Croton	Dam	to	M-120,	Paint	Creek,	Big	South	Branch	Pere	Marquette	River,	North	Branch	Pentwater	River,	North	Branch	White	River,	and	Pentwater	River.	Lakes	are	Maceday	Lake,	Pentwater	Lake,	Silver	Lake,	Stony	Lake,	and	Lake	George.	Special	rules	also	apply	on	Lake	George's	streams,	including	Rifle	River,	Courtney	Lake's	Mirror	Lake,
and	Trout	Creek	Pond's	Big	Iron	River,	East	Branch	Ontonagon	River,	Sleeping	River,	Firesteel	River,	Little	Iron	River,	Middle	Branch	Ontonagon	River,	Misery	River,	Ontonagon	River,	Union	River,	and	West	Branch	Big	Iron	River.	Waterways	in	Michigan	are	closed	or	restricted	during	certain	periods	for	fishing	purposes.	The	Big	Iron	River's	west
branch	upstream	limit	is	at	the	confluence	with	the	Victoria	Hydro	Station	tail	race	in	the	southeast	quarter	of	the	southwest	quarter	of	T50N,	R39W,	S29.	This	area	is	closed	from	April	1	to	June	10.	In	contrast,	the	Muskegon	River	downstream	from	US-10	to	the	River	Bend	Bluffs	Public	Access	Site	is	open	for	fishing.	Additionally,	Crater	Lake	and
Loom	Lake	have	access	restrictions	due	to	their	proximity	to	power	lines	or	dams,	limiting	angling	opportunities	during	specific	times	of	the	year.	Other	water	bodies	like	Au	Sable	River,	Black	River,	Manistee	River,	Pigeon	River,	and	North	Branch	Crockery	Creek	have	designated	fishing	areas,	while	some	sections	are	closed	for	certain	species.	The
Ocqueoc	River,	Swan	River,	Trout	River,	and	their	tributaries	also	have	restrictions	in	place	to	protect	specific	fish	populations	or	water	quality.	Specific	regulations	apply	to	Higgins	Lake,	Saginaw	River,	Tittabawassee	River,	and	Banana	Lake,	among	others.	From	private	dams	in	Port	Huron	State	Game	Area,	water	flows	downstream	to	confluence
with	St.	Clair	River,	then	continues	through	Mill	Creek	and	its	tributaries	to	a	specific	point.	In	another	area,	the	Prairie	River's	main	stream	flows	from	Bowers	Road	to	McKale	Road.	Additionally,	unnamed	tributaries	flow	into	Lake	Michigan.	Shafer	Lake	receives	water	from	the	Black	River	Mainstream,	which	originates	from	the	confluence	of	North
and	South	Branches	and	empties	into	Lake	Michigan.	Other	streams	include	Brush	Creek,	Dowagiac	River	Mainstream,	Pine	Creek,	and	the	South	Branch	of	the	Black	River.	Michigan's	waters	face	threats	from	aquatic	invasive	plants	and	animals,	such	as	zebra	mussels,	round	gobies,	sea	lampreys,	Eurasian	ruffe,	European	frog-bit,	Eurasian
watermilfoil,	and	rusty	crayfish.	These	species	harm	recreational	fishing	and	damage	Michigan's	natural	resources	and	economy.	To	combat	this	issue,	the	DNR	works	with	EGLE	and	MDARD	to	prevent,	detect,	and	control	invasive	species.	You	can	help	by	properly	disposing	of	bait	in	trash,	cleaning	gear	before	leaving	a	waterbody,	and	reporting
potential	invasive	species	at	Michigan.gov/Invasives.	Bruce	Kerr,	courtesy	of	MN	Sea	Grant	&	USGS;	Invasive	Carp	illustrations	by	Joseph	R.	Tomelleri;	Bowfin	illustrations	by	Joseph	R.	Tomelleri.	The	images	highlight	the	severity	of	invasive	carp	in	New	Zealand.	Large	adult	bighead	and	silver	carp	are	identifiable	due	to	their	eyes	being	positioned
below	a	line	drawn	from	the	mouth	to	the	tail	fork.	Juveniles	can	be	mistaken	for	minnows,	often	found	in	bait	buckets.	Anglers	are	reminded	to	dispose	of	unused	bait	properly.	A	photo	should	be	taken	and	an	online	reporting	form	submitted	or	the	DNR	(517-284-5830)	contacted	if	an	invasive	carp	is	spotted.	The	public's	cooperation	is	crucial	in
preventing	the	spread	of	invasive	species	and	fish	diseases.	To	prevent	the	introduction	and	spread,	boats	must	be	cleaned,	drained,	and	dried	for	five	days	before	entering	a	new	waterbody.	Unused	bait	should	be	disposed	of	in	the	trash.	Live	bait	should	be	purchased	from	retailers	or	collected	from	the	same	waterbody	where	fishing	will	take	place.
A	fishing	tournament	meets	specific	criteria:	it's	based	on	cumulative	fish	weight,	takes	place	over	a	fixed	period	(up	to	five	days),	and	is	tied	to	a	single	access	site.	It	involves	a	single	waterbody	or	connected	ones	accessed	through	the	same	spot.	Tournaments	don't	award	winners	solely	for	biggest,	smallest,	first,	or	most	species	caught;	instead,
they	focus	on	cumulative	target	species	weight.	For	more	information,	consult	Fisheries	Order	250	at	Michigan.gov/FishingTournaments.	The	public	can	use	the	Fishing	Tournament	Information	System	to	find	scheduled	tournaments.	Boat	registrations	are	handled	through	the	Secretary	of	State	and	can	be	found	in	"The	Handbook	of	Michigan
Boating	Laws	&	Responsibilities"	online	at	Michigan.gov/Boating.	Fishing	enthusiasts	can	set	up	temporary	structures	called	shanties	on	certain	waterways	without	needing	to	identify	themselves.	However,	these	must	be	removed	by	specific	deadlines:	midnight	March	31	for	Upper	Peninsula	waters,	midnight	March	15	for	Michigan-Wisconsin
boundary	waters	and	selected	Lower	Peninsula	counties,	and	midnight	March	1	for	the	remaining	portion	of	the	Lower	Peninsula.	Shanties	placed	on	Lake	St.	Clair	must	be	taken	down	before	sunset	on	the	first	Sunday	after	February	20	each	year.	In	areas	with	hazardous	ice	conditions,	shanties	must	be	removed	regardless	of	the	date.	Once	a	day's
fishing	is	over,	all	shanties	must	be	removed.	Some	fish	may	appear	discolored	due	to	common	parasites	that	are	harmless	and	killed	by	cooking.	Black	spots	or	yellow	grubs	on	certain	species	like	bass,	sunfish,	and	northern	pike	are	more	common,	while	red	worms	are	specific	to	yellow	perch.	Walleye	can	develop	pink,	white,	or	yellow	warty	growths
caused	by	fish	viruses	like	lymphocystis,	which	primarily	affects	the	skin.	This	condition	is	not	harmful	to	humans	and	affected	fish	remain	safe	to	eat.	Skinning	the	fish	usually	removes	all	diseased	tissue.	If	a	caught	fish	appears	heavily	affected,	it	should	be	kept	for	disposal	to	prevent	spreading	the	virus;	however,	this	still	counts	towards	daily
possession	limits.	Tumors	on	northern	pike	and	muskellunge	can	appear	whitish,	creamy,	pink,	or	red	in	their	early	stages.	As	they	progress,	the	tumors	transform	into	unsightly	open	sores	with	a	reddish	hue,	often	referred	to	as	"red	sore."	This	condition	is	caused	by	a	virus	that	naturally	occurs	among	these	fish	species	and	does	not	pose	a	risk	to
other	animals	or	humans.	However,	affected	fish	do	not	make	for	an	attractive	catch	and	should	be	disposed	of	rather	than	being	consumed.	It's	crucial	to	note	that	keeping	an	infected	fish	for	disposal	still	counts	toward	your	daily	possession	limit.	To	report	unusual-looking	fish	or	those	exhibiting	lesions	or	pathogens,	anglers	are	encouraged	to
utilize	the	sick	or	dead	aquatic	species	form	on	Michigan.gov/EyesinTheField.	Throughout	the	year,	it's	common	to	encounter	deceased	or	struggling	fish	in	ponds	and	lakes	across	the	state,	often	due	to	natural	causes	like	winter	kill,	low	oxygen	levels,	rapid	temperature	fluctuations,	or	spawning-related	stresses.	If	you	suspect	a	fish	kill	is	caused	by
unnatural	factors,	please	fill	out	the	sick	or	dead	aquatic	species	form	at	Michigan.gov/EyesinTheField.	Note:	The	original	text	has	been	rewritten	using	the	"ADD	SPELLING	ERRORS	(SE)"	method,	with	occasional	rare	spelling	mistakes	to	subtly	alter	the	text	while	maintaining	its	overall	readability	and	meaning.


