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ñWhere the Only Difference is the Priceò 

By Christopher Lane 
 

There is a particular holiday in September 
that can bring to mind fond memories for 
many of us, while giving others an especially 
good reason to share the day with the parents 
of our parents.  Celebrated on the first Sunday 
after Labor Day, National Grandparents 
Day falls on September 8 this year.  President  
 

 
 
Jimmy Carter formally approved the secular 
holiday in 1978 after years of promotion by 
Marian and Joseph McQuade, married for 60 
years with 15 children and 43 grandchildren. 
 

I recall some wonderful moments during vis-
its with my paternal grandparents in Downers 
Grove, Illinois.  Among my favorites is wak-
ing up in the former bedroom of my father 
and my Uncle Herb after spending the night 
in one of their old twin beds.  I would sit up 
and gaze out the big bay window to see the 
morning sun drape its rays upon the tree-
lined, cobble-stoned street of Middaugh Ave-
nue.  Inside, the spacious wallpapered bed-
room with its large rag rug was a peaceful 
retreat, converted by then into more of a multi
-purpose space.  Even so, Iôd wonder about 
the two homework desks that sat next to the 
wood bookstand with its outdated, but well-
thumbed set of World Book Encyclopedias.  
Various shelves around the room held reels of 
family movies, cameras, flash bulbs and tri-
pods.  Grandpaôs walnut dresser stood in one 
corner, next to an open closet that held his 
suits, ties and shoes. Grandmaôs trusty Singer 
sat on a large sewing table in another corner, 
topped with lots of spools of colored thread 
and a red pincushion punctured by hundreds 
of pins. 
 

Although I knew that Grandpa would already 
be up, I would ease out of bed and quietly 
descend the stairs, hoping to surprise him.  It 
never worked.  Grandpa would be sitting in 
his chair at the head of the dining room table, 

slowly sipping coffee as he read the morning 
paper.  With a twinkle in his eye, he would 
warmly greet me with a ñGood Morning, 
Chrisò before I even made it halfway down.  
As I grew into my teenage years, I finally 
gave up my sneaky ways and just clomped 
down those stairs, knowing that Grandpa 
would always be awake before I was.  
  
Throughout all my visits while growing up, I 
found that every morningôs descent down 
those cherished stairs always held a promise 
of learning and guidance, comfort and love.  
Grandma taught me cleanliness, good man-
ners and prayers before bedtime.  She encour-
aged faithful performance of simple chores 
and smiled when I made myself available to 
help her with the garden she tended.  I greatly 
miss her warm, caring presenceéand yes, she 
was the best cook in the world.  Grandpa was 
largely responsible for teaching me how to 
draw and encouraged my time spent with his 
many pencils in his little studio off the kitch-
en.  It was he who said the grace before every 
supper and he encouraged my boyhood devel-
opment with common sense advice, backed 
by an inherent wisdom and a belief in the 
teachings of Jesus.  He lived a good life of 
100 years & he remains always a hero to me. 
 

National Grandparents Day is actually cele-
brated in at least 16 other countries around 
the world in honor of grandparents, while 
giving them a special day to bestow their 
unique love, wisdom and guidance upon the 
children of their children.  For most of us, itôs 
also an opportunity to express our grateful 
appreciation and love as we continue to cher-
ish those precious memories. 
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$50 
  off 

 

 

 

Weekly Service - Low Flat Monthly Fee 
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1st Month 
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Greenville              Greer             Simpsonville 

864-987-9144                     864-877-5209                        864-967-4997 

1742 Woodruff Rd.         1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd.          655-R Fairview Road 

Family Owned & Operated 

Mon-Fri 9:30am-8pm, Sat. 9:30am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
Like us on       www.facebook.com/christineshallmarksc 

#christineshallmarksc 

             òWhen you care enough to send the very bestó 

Stop in for the best selection of Hallmark cards and gifts . OFF 
Any purchase of 

$10 or more 

$ 

Christineôs Hallmark : Not valid with any other 
offers or promotions, past purchases, sale items    
 or on Keepsake Ornaments.  Expires 10/31/19 

 
 

It can be difficult to understand what 
costs are involved with buying a house 
if you have never gone through the 
process before or even if you havenôt 
been through the process in a long 
time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These tips can help you navigate 
homeownership and ensure that you 
are financially prepared for the costs 
of homeownership: 
 

Consider all costs of home-
ownership. Your mortgage pay-
ment is not the only cost that you will 
be responsible for when owning a 
house. You also have to consider 
costs like insurance, property taxes, 
utilities, homeowners association 
dues, and potential repairs. 
 

Reduce your monthly pay-
ments with a higher down 
payment. The more you are able to 
put down now, the less your monthly 
payments will be. Additionally, the less 
money that you have to finance, the 
less interest that you will pay. 
 

Understand your closing 
costs. Most loans require that you 

bring cash to the closing table. The 
exact percentage will depend on your 
loan terms but it can be anywhere be-
tween three and 20%. You may also 
be responsible for origination fees, 
credit report costs, appraisal, inspec-
tions, attorney fees, and potential hoa 
transfer fee or survey. 
 

Your credit score can make a 
difference. Just because you are 
approved for a mortgage with a low 
credit score doesn't necessarily mean 
that you should go through with the 
loan. If you can take some time to im-
prove your credit score, you could cut 
interest costs which could reduce your 
mortgage payment. 
 
Along with these tips, always reach 
out to your local realtor for referrals to 
helpful loan officers in your area. 
These loan officers will have more tips 
to help you in the home buying pro-
cess! 

 

 

 

 

 


