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The normal rectal temperature for an adult horse is between 99 – 101.5°F. The clinical signs of many infectious diseases include fever, and often an 

elevated temperature is the first indication of illness. Therefore, during a disease outbreak, we recommend recording exposed or at-risk horses’ 

temperatures twice a day: once in the morning and once in the evening. Monitoring horses’ temperatures during travel and while attending events 

overnight can also help in early disease detection. Please practice proper biosecurity measures when checking temperatures on multiple horses, and if 

possible, each horse should have its own assigned thermometer.


