If you're a Star Wars fan, then you are familiar with The Jedi Master Yoda, the best-known
member of a Force-sensitive species whose true name is not recorded. Known in some
sources simply as Yoda's species, this species of small carnivorous humanoids produced
several well-known members of the Jedi Order during the time of the Galactic Republic.

It is a funny coincidence that a Yoda-like figure also appears in a 14th-century manuscript
known as the Smithfield Decretals that are collections of papal letters that compiled
decisions (decrees) on church law and doctrine. The image was brought to light by Julian
Harrison, curator of pre-1600 historical manuscripts at the British Library.
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The Galactic National Society of Collegiate Scholars: Origins
of a Jedi Legacy

Long before the Jedi Order rose to prominence, there was the Galactic National Society of
Collegiate Scholars (GNSCS), an organization founded by Yo’darn, Yoda’s older brother. Unlike
Yoda, who excelled in the Force, Yo’darn focused on academia and leadership, uniting the
galaxy’s brightest minds in the pursuit of wisdom and knowledge. The GNSCS emphasized
academic excellence, leadership, and service, laying a foundation for practices later adopted
by the Jedi Order.

Yo’darn’s vision extended beyond academic growth. He championed self-discipline and
collaboration, influencing early Jedi meditation practices. Members of the GNSCS shared
groundbreaking ideas, such as new uses for kyber crystals and the development of holocrons.
Though Yo’darn lacked his brother's combat skills, his contributions to galactic unity were
unparalleled.

Centuries later, the "Smithfield Decretals," a 14th-century Earth manuscript, sparked debate
among historians. A figure resembling Yo’darn or Yoda appeared within its pages, raising
qguestions about whether the GNSCS visited Earth during its exploratory phase. Earth’s
medieval period may have been influenced by ancient Jedi thought, as suggested by Julian
Harrison, curator of pre-1600 historical manuscripts.

Though the GNSCS eventually dissolved amid galactic turmoil, its influence endured. Yoda
himself integrated many of Yo’darn’s teachings into the Jedi Code, including the importance
of mental clarity and discipline. Even Yoda’s iconic phrase, “Do or do not. There is no try,” is
rumored to originate from Yo’darn’s rebuttal to an unprepared debate team.

Today, the National Society of Collegiate Scholars continues Yo’darn’s mission on Earth,
fostering academic excellence, leadership, and service. Unbeknownst to its members, they



are part of a legacy that stretches back to a galaxy far, far away.
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