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Official newsletter of the Owen 
Brown Community Association OBserver 

Here’s What’s Happening at 
OBCA in February! 
 
For more information, to register for any of our events or 
sign up for our newsletter, please visit 
https://linktr.ee/owenbrownvillage. 

The 2026 Owen Brown Calendar featuring 15 resident pho-
tos is now available!  Stop by the center to purchase the 
calendar for $10. 
  
The village election will be held on April 25, 2026. This 
year we have two OBCA board positions and one Colum-
bia Association Board of Directors position open. Candi-
date packages will be available starting March 1. Also 
please save the date for our new Election Day Event. More 
details to come. 
  
We have three workshops planned for February, and one in 
March so far. We hope to see you at one of our events. If 
you have any event suggestions for this year, please 
email manager@owenbrownvillage.org. We are always 
looking for new event ideas from our residents. 
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OBCA Meetings & Events 
 
OB Board Meeting  February 3, 7pm 

OB RAC Meeting   February 11, 7:30pm 

Preventing Covenant  February 12, 6:30pm 

Violations Workshop 

OB Work Session  February 17, 7pm 

Lego Robotics Workshop February 21, 2:30pm 

OB in Bloom Workshop February 25, 6:30pm 

OB Board Meeting  March 3, 7pm 

Winter Sow with Milk Jugs March 4, 7pm 

OB RAC Meeting  March 11, 7:30pm 
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 planned pathway cross CA land necessitating the county’s 
easement request. 

CA’s Staff also provided a presentation about the possible 
construction of splash pads in the community. The con-
cepts for these splash pads look amazing and are far be-
yond what I normally think of as a “splash pad.” They 
include multiple water features, play areas, picnic tables, 
bbq areas and would provide an excellent, publicly-
accessible gathering place for the community. The pro-
posed splash pads would take the place of one (or poten-
tially more) of CA’s outdoor pools but no specific location 
has been chosen. The Board will be voting on whether to 
move forward with more in-depth designs for this splash 
pad at our next meeting. If approved, CA will complete 
more detailed designs and engage with the villages and 
communities to determine where the optimal location is. I 
believe a splash pad would be a great value to the commu-
nity that families would enjoy while still maintaining an 
abundance of outdoor pools. 

If you’ve walked around Lake Elkhorn recently, you’ve 
probably noticed new sign posts. I think the new signs look 
very nice and provide a modest sense of community pride 
and ownership. This is part of a pilot program that is envi-
sioned to eventually spread to the rest of Columbia. CA is 
interested in feedback on these new signs so please provide 
your thoughts to the open space team. Alternatively, you 
can send them to me or the Owen Brown Community As-
sociation who will pass them on to CA . 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns at michael.golibersuch@ca-board.org or stop me 
to say hello as I walk my brown-and-white dog (who looks 
like a border collie but isn’t) around Lake Elkhorn. 

 Your place to find friendly reminders regarding property maintenance 
Holiday Decorations 
Per the OB Architectural Guidelines- Holiday decorations displayed within the boundaries of the resi-
dent’s yard must be removed no later than four (4) weeks after the holiday. Specifically for Christmas dec-
orations, this means that decorations should be removed by January 25, 2026 

 
Letters of Compliance Request is now ONLINE 
Letters of Compliance (LOCs) should now be requested online in connection with the sale of your home. A Letter of Com-
pliance is an inspection the Association conducts to verify that your property has no maintenance violations or unapproved 
exterior alterations. This is a free service provided by the Association and is often requested by buyers during a home sale. 
 
To see submit your Letter of Compliance request, see a sample completed Letter of Compliance, or download a Resale 
Packet, please visit: owenbrownvillage.org/selling-your-home. 

 
On December 11, The Columbia Association (CA) Board of 
Directors held a regular meeting which covered a variety of 
topics. The Board continued discussions related to next fiscal 
year’s budget.  

· The Annual Charge Rate and Cap will remain un-
changed. 

· The operating budget will increase by around 8%. This is 
driven by several factors including inflation, increasing 
healthcare costs, and filling open positions 

· There will be modest (~3%) increases to membership 
rates to keep up with increasing costs 

· CA is changing how it budgets for Capital Improvement 
Projects (CIP). If actual CIP spending comes in under 
budget, the unspent funds will be transferred into a new 
short-term capital reserve, which will be used in later years to 
fund projects that were deferred or not completed. 

The Board also reviewed the second quarter financials for the 
current fiscal year. CA is in sound financial health. Through 
the first half of the fiscal year CA is $4M ahead of budget and 
anticipates an annual increase in $5.9M net assets. It's im-
portant to note that those are total assets and not excess cash 
that can be freely spent - CA’s cash is anticipated to decrease 
by almost $3M this fiscal year. The potential government shut 
down in January, perplexing tariff policies, and high inflation 
all pose potential challenges for CA’s financials going for-
ward. 

The Board reviewed three easement requests which are sched-
uled for a vote in February.  Of particular interest in Owen 
Brown is the construction of the South Entrance Trail - a 
planned multi-use pathway that will run along the Little 
Patuxent River from Downtown Columbia (near Toby’s) to 
near the Steven’s Forest Exxon. A future segment envisions 
connecting the path all the way to Lake Elkhorn. Parts of the 
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From the desk  o f  Michael  Gol ibersuch,  OBCA Columbia Counci l  Representat ive  



Owen Brown Community Association 
6800 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045 
 

CA Is Hiring New Lifeguards; 
Apply Now! 
 
Columbia Asso-
ciation (CA) is 
looking for new 
lifeguards and 
pool managers in 
your community. 
CA team mem-
bers enjoy flexi-
ble hours, a fun 
work environ-
ment, competitive pay (starting at $16.25 an 
hour), and a free CA Fit&Play membership — 
including pools, gyms, and much more! The first 
step in the process is to visit Columbia Aquatics 
at https://columbiaassociation.org/about-
us/careers/aquatics for more information. 


