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OBCA  Happenings in October 
 
OBCA has some fun October events planned for residents.  
 
· October 3 kicks off  events with our third Lego work-

shop with Maslow's Loom.  
· If  you registered for a shrub, please pick it up on Octo-

ber 10 from 9 am—12 pm.  
· On October 16th, we have Pumpkin Painting. See ad 

for registration. 
· On October 25, come Trick or Treat at OBCA and 

meet the board!  
 
We hope to see you soon! To stay in the know for all things 
Owen Brown, please follow our socials or subscribe to our 
enewsletter by visiting linktr.ee/owenbrownvillage. 
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Andy Stack’s Dedication-  
celebrating 44+ years of  service 
 
Many of  you joined us on 
September 17th to celebrate 
the dedication of  the new 
pollinator garden at Lake 
Elkhorn in Andy Stack's hon-
or. It meant a great deal to 
have Delegate Guzzone join 
us with a certificate of  recog-
nition, along with one from 
Councilwoman Rigby. Also in 
attendance, current and for-
mer CA leadership and many 
dedicated volunteers who've 
worked with Andy over the 
years, all honoring his legacy. Above: Andy’s sign by Pollinator 

Garden. Left: Andy Stack and his 
wife his Diane Stack .Below: Del-
egate Guzzone presented Andy 
Stack with a certificate of  recogni-
tion at the Dedication. (Photo 
courtesy of  CA) 



 
 

 

OBCA Meetings & Events 
 
Lego Workshop   Oct. 3, 10 am 
OB Board Meeting   Oct. 6, 7 pm 
OB Cares Fall    
  Shrub Pick up   Oct. 10,  9 am –noon 
OB RAC Meeting   Oct. 14, 7:30 pm 
Pumpkin Painting   Oct. 16, 1 pm 
OB Work Session   Oct. 20, 7 pm 
Meet and Treat    
   with the Board,   Oct. 25, 1-2:30 pm 
OB RAC Meeting  Oct. 28, 7:30 pm 
OB Board Meeting   Nov. 3, 7 pm 
OB RAC Meeting   Nov. 11, 7:30 pm 
OB Work Session   Nov. 17, 7 pm 
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Owen Brown Board Bulletin  
From the desk of Board Chair, Brad Butler 

School has started and Fall has begun, but at the time 
of writing Summer weather has been stubbornly persis-
tent around Owen Brown! A few updates that may 
interest you... 

The Cradlerock Way Complete Streets project is un-
derway. Crews are starting work after school drop-off 
to minimize disruption, with rolling sidewalk detours 
expected through completion. This is only phase 1, 
and is the result of tireless advocacy to improve pedes-
trian safety in our village. Thanks to everyone who has 
supported and advocated for this project, please keep it 
up! 

At Cradlerock Park, most paths have reopened — the 
exception is the through-path to the library and 50+ 
Center, closed for the duration of construction. We've 
invited the project team to October's board meeting to 
discuss tree planting and are awaiting confirmation; 
we'll share details once confirmed. 

Mike's update on the opposite page covers two capital 
projects headed our way this winter — the Lake 
Elkhorn bridge replacement and expanded restroom 
access around the lake — take a look for the details 
and timeline. The bridge replacement will provide a 
wider path and more seating, but will require a long 
detour during construction.  

CA also sought board input on its plans to make a few 
sustainability investments around the community — 
likely tree plantings and a few more educational signs 
similar to what you see at the new  pollinator garden at 
the Lake. 

As Owen Brown staff work to make operations more 
efficient and effective, our board is doing the same 
with our own Policies & Procedures, including a few 
procedural updates to the Election Committee's hand-
book. The last time we took a close look at these documents 
was 2021, so it is time for a routine update. I'll share more de-
tails as they solidify.  

As always, reach out anytime 
at obvillageboard@googlegroups.com — even just to 
say hello. I look forward to sharing another update 
soon! 
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    Your place to find  
friendly reminders  
regarding property 
maintenance 

Fall is coming, and with it comes 
falling leaves! 
 
As a reminder, leaves should be raked into paper bags and 
placed out with your recycling for collection. Leaves and 
other yard waste placed in plastic bags will not be picked 
up. 

Also, per Howard County, please do not blow or rake 
leaves into the street. Leaves can clog storm drains, poten-
tially causing drainage issues, and leaving them in the 
street creates an inconvenience for your neighbors. 
Thank you for helping keep our streets and community 
clean and safe this fall! 

Capita l  Proj ects  P lanned t o  Upgrade and Improve  
Lak e E lk hor n Wa lkw ays and F ac i l i t ie s   

 
From the desk  o f  Michael  Gol ibersuch,  OBCA Columbia Counci l  Representat ive  

The Columbia Association Board of  Directors did not meet 
in September but there are still some noteworthy updates. 
There are several capital construction projects planned in 
Owen Brown, as well as an event which honored a commu-
nity leader. 
 
The first of  the capital projects is the renovation of  the 
bridge over the east inlet of  Lake Elkhorn. The current 
bridge will be almost entirely rebuilt with a custom design. 
It will maintain low (compared to other CA bridges) rail-
ings made of  timber while the decking will be upgraded to 
the newer non-slip material. The new bridge will also be 
wider with an expanded observation deck with additional 
benches. The construction is tentatively planned for this 
winter and will make that crossing unusable for as long as 
three months depending on weather. CA will be notifying 
the school system of  the impact this could have on students 
who walk from Hopewell to Lake Elkhorn Middle School. 
 
CA is also working on expanded bathroom access around 
Lake Elkhorn. New porta pots will be installed near the 
Lake Elkhorn playground off  of  Cradlerock Way. CA has 
also completed a design that will convert the low-use office 
at the Lake Elkhorn pavilion into a winterized bathroom 
that will be accessible year-round. The construction for that 
winterized bathroom will not take place until FY28 at the 
earliest but, in the meantime, CA will place temporary  por-

ta-pots by the pavilion when the existing bathrooms need to 
be shut down for the winter. 
 
Other planned capital projects include resurfacing of  the 
parking lot for Owen Brown Community Center/Dasher 
Green Pool, new benches and other minor adjustments to 
the area between Sonoma’s and the Cradlerock underpass, 
and improvements to the Lake Elkhorn boat ramp that is 
needed to facilitate lake maintenance. 
 
If  you have walked around Lake Elkhorn recently, you’ve 
certainly noticed the new walkable bioretention pond and 
pollinator garden on the west end of  the lake beneath the 
dam. I’ve been happy to see people taking advantage of  
those new benches and enjoying that new feature of  our 
open space. On September 17th, CA officially dedicated 
that garden to Andy Stack who served on either the Village 
or CA Board for 44 consecutive years. Andy didn’t just 
show up either – he was a fountain of  knowledge, experi-
ence, and composure and the decisions he made over those 
decades helped shaped our community into what it is today. 
Dedicating the garden is a fitting tribute to his service. 
 
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns at michael.golibersuch@ca-board.org or stop me 
to say hello as I walk my brown-and-white dog (who looks 
like a border collie but isn’t) around Lake Elkhorn. 

Watershed Wise from the WRAP:  
Keep Leaves Out of  the Storm Drain 

Fallen leaves are great for improving your soil, but leaves 
that wash into streets can clog storm drains and contribute 
to localized flooding. Storm drains also carry water—and 
anything in it—directly to 
our streams, lakes, and 
ultimately the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

As leaves break down in 
waterways, they release 
nutrients that can contrib-
ute to algae blooms, re-
ducing oxygen levels and 
harming aquatic life. 

Instead of  letting leaves wash into the street, use them as 
mulch beneath trees and shrubs or in your garden. You can 
also add them to your compost bin or place them in paper 
bags for collection at the Alpha Ridge yard waste area. If  
you live near a storm drain, volunteer to keep it clear or 
take turns with neighbors to check it regularly. Remove 
leaves before and after storms. 
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