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Treating a Puff Adder and an Unknown Bite 
The Laikipia Antivenom Fund covered the cost 
of treatment for a patient bitten by one of 
the most commonly encountered medically 
significant snakes in Kenya: the Puff Adder 
(Bitis arietans | pictured right from James 
Hearth). A woman working in a flower field 
was bitten, and she and her colleagues knew 
about the Leo Project’s clinic having 
antivenom in stock. She was brought to the 
clinic, only ten minutes from the field, 
where she was provided lifesaving care under 
the leadership of Njeri - the clinic officer who has been trained in 
snakebite management and had attended last year’s East African 
Snakebite Conference, produced by the Global Snakebite Initiative. The 
patient was observed for 24 hours and then discharged in good health. 

Earlier in the year, a man was bitten by a snake that was taking 
shelter in a beehive on his property while collecting honey. His 
daughter was aware of the Leo Project’s antivenom stockpile and 
brought him to the clinic. The patient refused antivenom, however, and 
left against medical advice to seek a traditional healer instead. 48 
hours later, an ambulance was dispatched from the Leo Project after 
hearing of his critical condition. He received two vials of polyvalent 
antivenom and was admitted to the hospital for two months before 
making a full recovery. The identity of the species responsible for 
the bite remains unknown. 

  
 

 

 

https://www.theleoproject.org/
https://www.globalsnakebite.org/
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Resupplying Clinics 
 

 
To maintain support of the Leo 
Project’s treatment of multiple 
snakebite patients, we have donated 
USD$1250, which covers approximately 
25 vials of polyvalent antivenom 
(PANAF-PremiumTM polyvalent snake 
antivenom pictured right -- WHO) to 
restock their stores. While the doses 
of antivenom required by a patient 
vary depending on a plethora of 
factors, this amount could treat 
anywhere from two to a dozen 
patients. 
 
 
 
 
Looking forward to 2025, we aim to continue our support of local 
clinics and expand our research presence in the United States, raising 
awareness of this Neglected Tropical Disease and advancing equitable, 
evidence-based care. 
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