
 Welcome Back – A Return to In-Person Service 

GIVING THANKS FOR OUR BLESSINGS 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 

 

 

30They were glad when it grew calm, and he guided them to their desired haven. 
 

31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for          
mankind.   Psalms 107:30-31 NIV 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.   1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV 

PLEASE JOIN US ONLINE 
 

YouTube Channel or Church Website 
 

Sunday Worship:     7:30 AM 
 Sunday Worship:    10:45 AM 

 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Monthly 

 
AUGUST ACTIVITIES  

 

Tuesday Prayer Call, Noon 
Conference Call Number:605-313-4159 

Access Code: 175374 
 

Wednesday Bible Study, 1:00 PM 
1:00 pm Bible Study Zoom Link 

Zoom Meeting ID: 839-9246-2209 
Password: Christ 

Call in number: 301-715-8592 
Chicago Call in number: 1 312 626-

6799,84310857132#,,,,,*991423#US 
Passcode: 620439 

 

Wednesday Bible Study - 6:30 PM 
6:30 Evening Bible Study Link 

Zoom Meeting ID: 843-1085-7132 
Password: Christ 

Call in number: 301-715-8592 
Chicago Call in number: 1 312 626-

6799,84310857132#,,,,,*991423#US 

Passcode: 991423 
 

E-Blasts will be distributed with additional 

details about upcoming sessions. 
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CONNECT WITH VABC 
 

Online: www.vabcnwdc.org 
YouTube Channel: Vermont Avenue Baptist 
Church DC 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/vabcnwdc 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ver 
montavenue 
 

Twitter: @VABCNWDC 

 

Reverend Dr.  John J.  

Cox 

 Pastor 

 

He brought out his people with rejoicing, his chosen ones with shouts of joy; 

Psalms 105:43 NIV 

AUGUST 2022 

 

 

Reverend Dr.  John J.  Cox, Pastor 

1630 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

 

WELCOME BACK 
MEMBERS AND VISITORS 

CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES! 

THE WORLD AWAITS 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83992462209?pwd=OGVCWGNEWlgwbGlsbHFEM0JkSGxudz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84310857132?pwd=RTI5VW5CZ1VQdVg5N0FWaXB5amE3QT09
http://www.vabcnwdc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/vabcnwdc
https://www.instagram.com/ver
https://www.instagram.com/vermontavenue
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/vabc-sanctuary
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Words From Our Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Church Family, 
 

I thank God for the manifold blessings He is bestowing in the life of our church.  I feel like the 
Psalmist when he said “the Lord has done this and it is marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:23. 
In July we will make another donation to SOME of the needed food items thanks to your 
generosity.  July also saw the return of our Inheritance Liturgical Dance Ministry and we are 
always so very proud of them. 

 
August is going to be a month to remember and God will get ALL the glory.  We will be having 
our first EVER Virtual Baptism, Pop-Social Remarkable Women’s Event, Back to School 
Community Fun Day, August on the Ave featuring the Howard Gospel Choir, and the icing on 
the cake is we are giving out 500 backpacks to help students start the school year off 
prepared and prayed for. 

 
All of these things tie directly into our Mission of “Inspiring people toward a closer relationship 
with God, by teaching God’s word, creating disciples, sharing our faith, nurturing an awareness 
of our responsibility to each other, and building community.” I get so excited when I see us 
actually working to fulfill our mission because I know God will get the glory and we will have 
an impact in the community. 

 
I am very pleased with the way you have responded to our in-person worship.  You have been 
so gracious and understanding.  I appreciate our volunteers who have been fantastic.  But we 
could use your help.  We need more volunteers.  Please consider volunteering your time for 
one of our in-person worship services.  The more volunteers we have the easier it will be for 
us to transition into Phase 2 or re-entry.  Finally, let’s remember to abide in Jesus, and with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, our hearts will become good soil enabling us to bear much fruit. 

 
In His Service, 

 
Pastor John J.  Cox 
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Vision 
 

Strengthening Families and Communities one 

life at a time. 

 

Mission 
Inspiring people toward a closer relationship 

with God by teaching God’s word, creating 

disciples, sharing our faith, nurturing an 

awareness of our responsibility to one 

another, and building community. 
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Virtual Baptism FAQ 
 
 

1. What is Virtual Baptism? 
 

• Virtual Baptism is Baptism that you watch via our VABC Facebook page or our VABC YouTube 

channel. It is the same Baptism that we have come to know done in the name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Why are we doing Virtual Baptism? 
 

• Virtual Baptism helps us honor Jesus’s command to go and “baptize them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) We take that very seriously. We also take 

seriously the Covid-19 pandemic and we want to keep our new members and leaders safe. Virtual 

Baptism allows us to do both at the same time. Lastly, by doing Virtual Baptism we are able to share 

this celebration of new life in Jesus Christ with the whole world. 

 

3. How can I connect to Virtual Baptism? 
 

• You can connect to our first Virtual Baptism Sunday, August 14, 2022, at 7:30 & 10:45 by tuning 

in to our VABC Facebook page or our VABC YouTube channel. 

 

4. Who can attend Virtual Baptism? 
 

• Right now, we invite the family members of the baptism candidate to join them at Baptism. We 

also have our church leaders present including our Deacons and Deaconess. Anyone else 

interested in connecting to the Baptism is directed to our VABC Facebook page or our VABC 

YouTube channel. 

 

5. How long will we be utilizing Virtual Baptism? 
 

• As with most things during this pandemic we are not sure how long we will be utilizing this format 

of Virtual Baptism. We will look forward when it is safe to invite everyone to come and be witnesses 

to what God is doing in the lives of God’s people. In the meantime, Virtual Baptism is what we will 

do. 

 

6. Where can I get information about when the baptism will take place? 
 

• As with most things for our church the information can be found on our church website, and in 

our newsletter. You will also hear announcements during our prayer calls on Tuesdays and at 

Bible Study on Wednesdays. 
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2022 August on the Ave 
“August on the Ave” is upon us again.  This is the moment where our church gives much-needed rest to our 

music ministry.  And at the same time, we bring in new and different voices and add more creative worship 

elements.  This year we are excited to welcome to our church campus the Howard Gospel Choir and Reginald 

Golden who is also a part of the Howard Gospel Choir.  Our church is full of Howard University Alumni who are 

quick to tell you they know the real HU.  It is our pleasure to welcome them to our campus and I want you to 

do all you can to encourage and support these students.  Another wonderful thing we get to do this year is to 

continue to build our relationship with Howard University.  Our Mission Statement reminds us that our goal is 

to inspire people toward a closer relationship with God, and one of the ways we do that is through “building 

community”.  This is how we build community.  So please do me a favor.  Start praying right now that God 

would bless the Howard Gospel Choir and Reginald Golden as they prepare to minister.  Pray that God’s spirit 

will come alive in the hearts and voices of his people.  Pray that God will minister directly to you through them.  

And finally, pray that God would get the glory from all we do.  Now let’s get ready for another installment of 

August on the Ave. 
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AUGUST ON THE AVE 
August 14 and August 28, 2022 

Founded in the late 1960s by Melanie Russell (Lee) and Rosalind Thompkins (Lynch), the Howard Gospel Choir 

(HGC) is the first collegiate choir of its kind in the world. As a result, HGC has pioneered an international legacy 

in gospel music ministry.  With an active roster of seventy-plus persons that consists of students and alumni 

from Howard University, as well as others from the surrounding community, the choir is one of the largest 

religious life organizations on campus, operating under the historic Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel. The Dean 

of the Chapel, the Reverend Dr. Bernard Richardson, serves as the choir’s advisor. 

In addition to distinguished professionals in every imaginable discipline, past members of this award-winning 

ensemble include Grammy Award © winners Richard Smallwood, Coré Cotton (member of Sounds of Blackness), 

and Elbernita “Twinkie” Clark of the legendary Clark Sisters, as well as R&B star Ángela Winbush. Exceptional 

musicians have always been instrumental in shaping HGC’s unique sound to embrace both contemporary and 

traditional gospel, church hymns, Negro spirituals, and classically arranged anthems. For twenty-five years, the 

late Arphelius Paul Gatling, III served as the Musical Director. He is largely responsible for crafting the unique 

sound of the choir. 

For almost five decades, the Howard Gospel Choir has set a very high standard as a premier performing arts 

ensemble, singing at a wide variety of venues in and around the Greater Washington, DC Metropolitan Area 

including: The White House, the Capitol Building, DAR Constitution Hall, Washington National Cathedral, and the 

Smithsonian Museum of American History. Most recently, HGC was one of the featured artists to perform for 

both the 2016 and the 2017 Kennedy Center Honors and was also a part of ABC Television’s Emmy Award-

winning special “Taking the Stage” which celebrated the grand opening of the Smithsonian National Museum of 

African American History and Culture. The choir has also been blessed to receive national exposure, having 

appeared from coast to coast within the continental United States, and international exposure, having served as 

cultural ambassadors to more than twenty countries throughout Europe and the Americas.  

In 2016, the choir released their latest full-length album entitled Glorious God (available online at 

www.howardgospelchoir.com/GloriousGod and on all digital platforms). The CD is a diverse collective of 

musical offerings that reflect their musical legacy. In addition to remaining on the Top 30 Charts for national 

sales and radio airplay in Gospel music for more than ten weeks, this critically acclaimed album was nominated 

for two 2017 Stellar Awards, four Rhythm of Gospel Awards, and a Steeple Award. From the outset, the Howard 

Gospel Choir has been in constant demand and has been blessed to share the stage with many musical 

luminaries including Barry Manilow, Tony Bennett, Stevie Wonder, Fantasia, and Patti LaBelle. Additionally, HGC 

has performed at functions that have featured prominent political, religious, and public figures such as President 

Barack Hussein Obama, Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the Reverend Jesse Jackson, and the Reverend Dr. Jeremiah 

A. Wright, Jr. 

Notwithstanding the legacy of excellence and the vast accomplishments since its inception, the main objective 

remains the same: to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ through song. Our purpose and passion are to serve 

Christ with our musical gifts bringing peace, restoration, healing, and inspiration to all who will lend their ears 

and hearts. The choir is currently under the musical direction of Reginald Golden, a Howard University graduate 

from University Heights, OH. Darrell Brown, also a Howard University alumnus, is the assistant director.  
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AUGUST ON THE AVE 

August 21, 2022 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Since the Fall of 2011, REGINALD A. GOLDEN has served as the Musical Director of the HOWARD GOSPEL CHOIR 

(HGC). Handpicked by his immediate predecessor Clifton Ross, III (recording artist and clinician), he is the tenth 

person to hold this position. Throughout his tenure, he has continued to maintain HGC’s high level of musical 

excellence and creative artistry. 

Golden’s love for music began long before he commenced his studies at Howard University. In addition to 

participating in a number of choirs and other ensembles throughout the Greater Cleveland area, he is the Music 

Director of the National Convention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses (the Thomas Dorsey Convention) Youth and 

Young Adult Department. He has also served as an accompanist or worship leader at several churches in his 

hometown and the Washington, DC area. 

During his undergraduate career, Reggie has been afforded many opportunities as a member of the award-

winning Afro Blue (Howard University’s premier vocal jazz ensemble) and as a Student Conductor of the Howard 

University Choir under the tutelage of Dr. J. Weldon Norris. He has traveled extensively in the US and abroad to 

numerous countries spanning Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 

Evidence of Golden's musical genius is far-reaching. He has served as the musical director and/or vocal arranger 

for several stage plays, special events, and as a workshop clinician. His career has afforded him the opportunity 

to work with some of the most phenomenal musicians on the planet including Marvin Hamlisch (composer, 

conductor), Geri Allen (composer, pianist, jazz educator), Gary Hines (director of Grammy Award-winning 

ensemble Sounds of Blackness), and Italian pop star Zucchero Fornaciari. 

Golden is a double alumnus of Howard University with a Fine Arts degree (2013) and a Master of Music in Music 

Education degree (2019). 

 

The REGINALD GOLDEN SINGERS is a group of vocalists that have been connected through Howard University, 

Fresh Encounter, and the National Convention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses, Inc. Under the leadership of 

Reginald Golden, this exceptional ensemble made its debut performing at the White House for Black 

Entertainment Television’s Love and Happiness An Obama Special. This nationally televised event was 

organized as a tribute to President Barack Obama and his family. The group has worked with various artists 

including Adam Blackstone, Kierra Sheard, Yolanda Adams, and former member of Destiny’s Child, Michelle 

Williams. 

In addition to performing at the University of Findlay’s Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial celebration at the 

Winebrenner Theological Seminary in Findlay, OH, the Reginald Golden Singers most recently have completed 

three international tours, serving as cultural ambassadors to the United Arab Emirates (2018), the kingdom of 

Jordan (2019) and Israel (2020).  
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THE VABC EXPERIENCE 

This issue highlights members of the VABC family who are recent graduates. The VABC family congratulates you on 
your graduation.  We salute your perseverance in accomplishing this major milestone during trying and uncertain times 
caused by the COVID 19 pandemic.  We thank God for surrounding you with families, friends, and others whose support, 
guidance, and prayers aided your efforts. 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.   Jeremiah 29:11 NIV 

VABC MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2022 
Congratulations and Continued Success 

 

 
Ka'rah Jean Antoine 

 
Graduated from: 

 

Jackson-Reed High School 
 
 

Plans to Attend: 
 

Florida A&M University 
 
 

 
Karen Solii-Mariah 

 
Graduated from: 

 

Fairmont Heights High 
School 

 
 

Plans to attend: 
 

Towson University 
 

 
Kamyah Lanae Smith 

 
Graduated from: 

 

Eastern High School 
 
 

Plans to attend: 
 

Morgan State University 
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WHERE YOU THERE 
 

DC 1968 Project: 365 Stories Regarding Washington DC in 1968 
7 Feb 1968 & Vernard Gray 

(“1968 was a pivotal year for me."  Vernard Gray (2017)) 

On Wednesday 7 February 1968 Vernard R. Gray and his father, Vernard D. Gray, drove to the Vermont Avenue 
Baptist Church (1630 Vermont Avenue, NW) to hear Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., give a speech titled, "In 
Search of a Sense of Direction." 

"We were members of Ward Memorial A.M.E. Church (241 42nd Street, NE) in Ward 7 and heard Reverend King 
was to speak that evening and decided to go." Before leaving for the speech, Gray grabbed his Nikon F camera 
with a 135 mm lens. When they arrived at the church, it was filling to capacity. 

Gray took out his camera and began photographing King. The 
photo is one of the many that he took during King's 44-minute 
speech. "I was so involved in photographing Dr. King that I can't 
remember the first word of his speech!" 

"This was the second time my father and I heard him speak live. 
The first was at the 1963 March on Washington, when both my 
parents took off from their ‘good government jobs’ to attend. 
My father really felt proud to march down Constitution Avenue 
past his Commerce Department place of employment and wave 
at his co-workers who chose not to participate. I was really 
proud of both of them!" 

Please comment below. Were you also at Vermont Avenue 
Baptist Church to see & hear King? Were you a member of the 
church? Do you have a photograph, program, or another piece 
of ephemera from that night? You may comment privately 
here.  

Photo source: Courtesy of Vernard Gray. The Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Research and Education Institute, Stanford University. 
An audiotape of the speech may be available. 

Big thank you to Vernard Gray for his generosity in sharing his 
photographs and his memories, and for visually documenting 
DC for 50+ years. Before I spoke with him, I didn't know that 
King had spoken at Vermont Avenue Baptist Church. I was 
familiar with his speech at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church (1313 New York Avenue, NW) for the Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam meeting and march the day before.  

To learn more about King in DC, see an online exhibit I co-curated with the DC Public Library. 

Thanks to Ms. Marya McQuinter for sharing the information and allowing it to be published in the VABC 
Newsletter.  For additional information please contact Marya McQuinter at  mmcquirter@gmail.com. 

  

Photo Courtesy of Vernard Gray 

file:///C:/
https://www.dc1968project.com/upload-content
http://okra.stanford.edu/en/permalink/document680207-003
http://okra.stanford.edu/en/permalink/document680207-003
http://libguides.dclibrary.org/1968/exhibit
mailto:mmcquirter@gmail.com
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VABC HISTORICAL COMMITTEE’S FOUNDERS DAY 

ACTIVITY 

As you may know on June 4, 2022, the Vermont Avenue Baptist Church’s Historical Committee presented a 

highly informative, interactive, and successful Founders Day activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the Founders Day exhibits featured, a book for young readers titled THE CLOTHESLINE CODE.  This book 

tells the story of the heroic acts of two of our church's founding members, Dabney Walker and Lucy Ann Walker, 

and their role in successfully helping the Union army during the Civil War. 150 years ago, these two enslaved 

people acted as spies to support the Union army - they developed a covert way of communicating Confederate 

Army plans to the Union Army.   
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THE CLOTHESLINE CODE 
THE CLOTHESLINE CODE has won the 2022 Skipping Stones Honor Award.  Following the link below to the award 

site. 

 https://www.skippingstones.org/wp/book-awards/ 

 

 

 

2022 Skipping Stones Honor Award 

2022 Honors Winner Storytelling World Resource 

Awards 

Reviewer's Choice: Midwest Book Review 

Lucy Ann and Dabney Walker didn't have to risk 

their lives to spy for the Union army. The couple had 

already risked everything to escape slavery 

themselves. 

But in early 1863, in the midst of the Civil War, the 

couple was determined to help defeat slavery for 

everyone-no matter the risk. Together, they created 

a secret code disguised as laundry on a clothesline. 

Their plan was incredibly dangerous: it required 

Lucy Ann to sneak into Confederate territory to 

steal military secrets, while Dabney took the vital 

information she gathered to the Union army. 

This true story of sacrifice and bravery shows us 

that when we have courage and compassion for the 

world around us, even the simplest items can 

become powerful tools for change. 

 

 

 

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of this book, VABC still has a few books that can be obtained with a 

modest donation of $15.00. (additional copies can be ordered with a 50% discount from the publisher); contact 

Blanche Smith member of our Historical Committee. 

 

 

  

https://www.skippingstones.org/wp/book-awards/
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NOTES 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Reverend Dr.  John J.  Cox, Senior Pastor 

Reverend Dr.  Isaac A.  Fox 

Reverend Dr.  Michael C.  Miller 

Reverend Dr.  James A.  Momoh 

Reverend Rutherford R.  Cooke 

Reverend Wayne B.  Quick 

Reverend Cleveland B.  Sparrow, Sr. 

 

Chairman, Board of Deacons (Interim)  - Larry J.  Barringer, lbarringer51@verizon.net 

Chairman, Board of Trustees - Alfred A.  Martin, amartin@vabc.org 

Church Clerk, Warren A.  Cook - wacjrzroc@gmail.com 

Church Office Manager, Vacant 

VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE 
(202) 667-1078 
(202) 667-4609 

(202) 667-1492 (Facsimile) 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY TEAM 

Lawrence Barrett 

Alfred Martin 

Renata Miller 

Nadene Peters-Jones 

C.  Delores Scott 

Stephany Scott 

 Lanita Sparrow 

Sheila D.  White, Lead 

Donna J.  Dean, BOCA Liaison 

mailto:lbarringer51@verizon.net
mailto:amartin@vabc.org
mailto:wacjrzroc@gmail.com
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Virtual Baptism Sunday, August 14, 2022, at 7:30 & 10:45. You can participate by viewing the VABC Facebook 

page or on our VABC YouTube channel.     

NOTES 


