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10 Be

devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Romans 12:10-11 NIV

Women’s and Founder’s Day – Celebrate and Recommit
WOMEN OF VABC
ALWAYS STRONG IN FAITH AND DEEDS
Yesterday

Today

Tomorrow

PLEASE JOIN US ONLINE
YouTube Channel or Church Website
Sunday Worship: 7:30 AM
Sunday Worship: 10:45 AM
Holy Communion
Second Sunday Monthly

MAY - JUNE ACTIVITIES
Tuesday Prayer Call, Noon
Conference Call Number:605-313-4159
Access Code: 175374
Wednesday Bible Study, 1:00 PM
1:00 pm Bible Study Zoom Link
Zoom Meeting ID: 839-9246-2209
Password: Christ
Call in number: 301-715-8592
Chicago Call in number: 1 312 6266799,84310857132#,,,,,*991423#US
Passcode: 620439
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV
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Wednesday Bible Study - 6:30 PM
6:30 Evening Bible Study Link
Zoom Meeting ID: 843-1085-7132
Password: Christ
Call in number: 301-715-8592
Chicago Call in number: 1 312 6266799,84310857132#,,,,,*991423#US

Passcode: 991423
E-Blasts will be distributed with additional
details about upcoming sessions.

CONNECT WITH VABC
Online: www.vabcnwdc.org
YouTube Channel: Vermont Avenue Baptist
Church DC
Facebook: www.facebook.com/vabcnwdc
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ver
montavenue
Twitter: @VABCNWDC

Words From Our Pastor

Greetings Church Family,
In the months of May and June, we are fortunate to celebrate so many wonderful things. On
top of Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we have some annual days that we look forward to each
year. What a joy it is for us to be able to celebrate Women’s Day again. This is a wonderful
opportunity to acknowledge all the women of our church, and the women in our community
who impact our lives. The Women’s Day Committee has worked hard to ensure that women
feel valued. We are blessed to have some wonderful women to celebrate.
We celebrate 156 years of God’s faithfulness to us this Founder’s Day. Our history is so rich
and such a clear example of the faithfulness of God. God has been present for all the highs
and lows of our church. I believe that God has a plan for us. I also believe we are poised to
add to this great legacy of faith. God remains in control and through God’s guiding hand we
will continue to march triumphantly forward into our bright, bright future.
Missionary Day is another fun celebration in the life of our church. We are able to reflect on
God’s call to missions and our Christian responsibility to reach out to help our brothers and
sisters. We are blessed to have a long history of strong missions. We work to help people
locally and globally. We partner with other organizations to amplify our impact. This year we
are grateful to know the work of missions has been carried on during this pandemic.
It has been our privilege to be blessed to receive 22 air purifiers to help us continue to provide
a safe atmosphere for us to return to worship. These air purifiers are state of the art and have
an approximate value of over $17,500. We were blessed by God to receive them free of charge.
We are grateful to the IAQ Initiative for this generous grant. As you read this letter our team of
volunteers continues to work to put guidelines in place for our return to in-person worship.
Please continue to keep them lifted in prayer and be on the lookout for the announcement of
our first in-person worship service.

In His Service,
Pastor John J. Cox
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Rediscovering Jesus Christ
Reverend Dr. John J. Cox
This month we are excited to share in Acts of Love. This is our opportunity to show the Love of God in
our community. This fits within our Rediscovering Jesus Christ focus this year. These moments remind
us of what was important to Jesus and what should be important to us, followers of Jesus Christ. This
particular Act of Love involves sharing items collected during our Acts of Service in the month of April.
We will use those items to create our Blessing Bags. These Blessing Bags will be our tangible
expression of love to be shared with people in need.
This simple gesture of faith allows us to experience our partnership with God. It also allows us to be
guided by God to persons in need near us. One of the great things about this project is that as the
Blessing Bags are being created, they will be prayed over. Before they are distributed to each member
who shows up to receive them, they will be prayed over. Then each member will be instructed to pray
and ask God to guide and direct them on where to share these Blessing Bags. One of my favorite parts
of this project is how much prayer is involved. This is another way we are connecting to Jesus Christ.
Jesus rarely did anything without praying first.
I believe as we share these bags, we will experience the joy of serving others. We will become more
aware of the needs in our community. We will also see how simple and inexpensive it is to create our
own Blessing Bags to distribute. Thank you for donating items, for picking up your bags, and for
distributing them as God directed you. May God continue to bless us as we Rediscover Jesus Christ.
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Rev. Dr. John J. Cox
Appointed to D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser’s
Interfaith Council

Our pastor, Rev. Dr. John J. Cox has been appointed to Mayor Muriel Bowser’s Interfaith Council. The Council
advises the Mayor of the District of Columbia, the Mayor's Director for Religious Affairs, and the Mayor's Cabinet,
on various matters, especially those that affect the spiritual, faith, and religious well-being of all the residents of
the District of Columbia. Some of the Council’s functions include:
➢ Serving as a liaison between the Mayor and the faith community;
➢ Making recommendations on developing, expanding, or fostering public-private partnerships and
linkages between the District and faith-related organizations using grants, District, federal,
foundation, or private funding sources;
➢ Advising on the methods of identifying and meeting social service needs within defined populations;
➢ Promoting spirituality, accountability, and integrity among the faith and governmental leadership in
the District.

CONGRATULATIONS REVEREND COX!!!!
The VABC Family is proud and supportive of your dedication to being an outstanding representative
for the faith communities of Washington, DC.
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THE VABC EXPERIENCE
In recognition of Father’s Day, this issue highlights family tributes to long-serving members of the VABC family. The
articles briefly describe the positive influence these men have on their families. Their positivity is also expressed through
their efforts in making the VABC worship service a satisfying and uplifting experience for members and guests.

A Tribute to Brother Mack Myers
Dear Daddy,
We know you are straightforward and often stern but also, loving, nurturing, selfless, and extremely
thoughtful. This not only makes us proud to be your daughters but also makes us cherish all the gifts
life has bestowed upon us. There are no words to describe our immense love for you.
One thing that is most distinguishable of your character is humor. Your humor has seen us through
many trials and tribulations. Your way of dealing with things is what people see in us too. You are our
tower of strength. We can never thank you enough for being an amazing example of a true human
being in our lives.
Thank you for the daily wisdom that you now share with our children and the cycle of love that is
unconditional. We have no doubt that God took a piece of you to make us the women we are today —
we are for sure a smaller, girlier version of you dad.
We love you and wish you a Happy Father’s Day!
From Kim, Niiki, Teresa, and Nigeria.
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The VABC Experience

A Tribute to Brother William Porter
“My dad, William Porter, whom some call grandpa; uncle; great-grandfather; a brother; friend; and
father-in-law… or WP, is a man with good character - he is a man
of God.
My dad is a praying man; he’s a guy who is very dependable -you can always count on him. He’s a fine example of a true
man! Dad’s guidance on God’s word set the foundation for me
and my love for God.
Dad was raised here at VABC from a young age and he is still a
faithful, active member. He’s held the position of President of
the Men’s Usher board for many, many years. My father is
always willing to teach and give advice.
Dad has a strong presence not only at Vermont Avenue Baptist
Church but he also has a strong presence in his community; he
is an active Kiwanis member. My dad is loved and appreciated
by all.
Thanks, Dad, for teaching me and being a great example of what
a man is.
Love you!
Your daughter,
Laticia Porter Bennett and family “
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Historical Committee
VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORICAL FACTS
Did You Know...
➢ That Vermont Avenue Baptist Church was a meeting venue for many civil rights planning meetings
during both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

➢ Many of these civil rights meetings were under the pastorate of Rev. Chasteen Theophilus Murray
(Rev. C.T. Murray), as well as during the pastorates of Rev. George W. Lee and Rev. James E. Willis.

➢ Rev. James E. Willis planned a rally for June 28, 1918, to raise funds for a new pipe organ for the
church.

➢ Vermont Avenue Baptist Church, first established as Fifth Baptist Church, was built on marshy land
and entry access into the church was over wooden planks placed over the water.

➢ During the construction of the brick facade front of the church building, worship services were held
in King’s Hall, located on 10th Street between R and S Streets NW.

➢ Rev. Dr. C.T. Murray is currently our church’s longest-serving pastor with forty years of leadership

➢ Rev. Dr. John R. Wheeler established the first “Shoe Fund” for the students at Shaw Jr. High and
Seaton Elementary schools in Washington, DC.

➢ Rev. Cornelius R. Wheeler’s favorite scripture was John 4:24.

➢ President Barack Obama was is the only elected U.S President to speak at Vermont Avenue Baptist
Church. The event occurred on January 17, 2010.
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CONGRATULATIONS ON A SUCCESSFUL WOMEN'S DAY PROGRAM!
Share in the joyous occasion again or for the first time:
https://youtu.be/8TuvneVHaEM?t=9
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CHURCH CONTACTS
MINISTERIAL STAFF
Reverend Dr. John J. Cox, Senior Pastor
Reverend Dr. Isaac A. Fox
Reverend Dr. Michael C. Miller
Reverend Dr. James A. Momoh
Reverend Rutherford R. Cooke
Reverend Wayne B. Quick
Reverend Cleveland B. Sparrow, Sr.

Chairman, Board of Deacons (Interim) - Larry J. Barringer, lbarringer51@verizon.net
Chairman, Board of Trustees - Alfred A. Martin, amartin@vabc.org
Church Clerk, Warren A. Cook - wacjrzroc@gmail.com
Church Office Manager, C. Delores Scott - cdscott@vabc.org
VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE
(202) 667-1078
(202) 667-4609
(202) 667-1492 (Facsimile)

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY TEAM
Lawrence Barrett
Alfred Martin
Renata Miller
Nadene Peters-Jones
C. Delores Scott
Stephany Scott
Lanita Sparrow
Sheila D. White, Lead
Donna J. Dean, BOCA Liaison

VABC NEWSLETTER

MAY –JUNE 2022

P a g e | 19

NOTES
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