
Wishing You A  

Happy Thanksgiving - Merry Christmas - Blessed New Year 

 
 

Advent 2021 – November 28th to December 24th 
 

Advent is a very special time of the year for reflection on the coming of 
Christ into the world.  It is a season of preparation in anticipation of 
Christmas, the nativity of Jesus Christ.  Advent is recognized by four 
themes for each Sunday during its recognition:  

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 

PLEASE JOIN US ONLINE 
 

YouTube Channel or 
Church Website 

 

Sunday Worship:     7:30 AM 
 Sunday Worship:    10:45 AM 

 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Monthly 

 

NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 

ACTIVITIES 

Tuesday Prayer Call, Noon 
Conference Call Number: 

605-313-4159 and 
Access Code: 175374 

 

Wednesday Bible Study, 1:00 PM 
 

The ZOOM meeting information below is 
the same for each session.  

 

Meeting ID: 89654118873 

Password:  prayer 

By Phone: +1 646 558 8656 US 
 

E-Blasts will be distributed with additional 

details about upcoming sessions. 
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CONNECT WITH VABC 
 

Online: www.vabcnwdc.org 
 

YouTube Channel: Vermont Avenue 

Baptist Church DC 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/vabcnwdc 
 

Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/ver 

montavenue 
 

Twitter: @VABCNWDC 
 

 

Reverend Dr. John J. Cox 

 Pastor 

 

But let the righteous be glad; Let them rejoice before God; Yes, let them rejoice exceedingly. 
Psalms 68:3 NKJV 

NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2021 

 

Reverend Dr. John J. Cox, Pastor 

1630 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

 

http://www.vabcnwdc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/vabcnwdc
https://www.instagram.com/ver
https://www.instagram.com/vermontavenue
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/vabc-sanctuary
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                           Words from Our Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Church Family, 

I pray that God is continuing to be gracious to you.  As you read this, we have some 

wonderful things going on at our church as the year ends.  You will have a wonderful chance to 

invite parents that you know with children as young as newborns and as old as college age.  This 

will be an opportunity to support and encourage parents at our first Wellness Weekend on 

November 20th, and you should be excited about that.  We will also have an opportunity to support 

men on our Men’s Day weekend.  This weekend will include a workshop Saturday, November 20th, 

at 7 pm.  This will set the stage for a wonderful Men’s Day service on the 21st at 10 am.  We are 

excited to welcome Rev. Dr. Taft Q. Heatley, Senior Pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church in Arlington, 

Virginia.  Our Thanksgiving Day service will conclude a busy November.  This service is something 

we look forward to each year and I’m sure it will be a blessing. In December, we look forward to 

Advent and our Christmas celebrations.  We are also looking forward to our Christmas Day service 

and our Watch Night service. 

We are coming down the home stretch on our year of prayer.  This has been such an 

important and impactful time for our church.  I am so glad I listened to God and followed through 

with this because I am convinced the church could always use more prayer.  In November, as we 

focus on GRATITUDE my prayer is that gratitude will increase your appreciation of God and all that 

God does to bless you.  It may also remind you of all the people God has placed in your life who 

support you.  And in December we focus on CONFESSION and we ask God’s forgiveness for the 

things we have done that are not pleasing to Him.  This is a great way to end the year and to create 

a clean slate for the New Year. 

Lastly, I want to implore you to continue to pray for our church.  Pray for me that God will 

continue to guide me.  Pray for our leaders and for our church.  The enemy is busy trying to disrupt 

the plans of God.  I have learned to view this as good news.  The enemy is always most active when 

you are moving in the right direction.  The enemy knows we are about to make a big impact for 

Jesus Christ.  It is also important to remember two helpful things.  One, there is no growth without 

discomfort.  Two, this is the time we have to double down on trusting God to guide us forward.  I 

believe in my heart that God wants to bless our church, but God wants to know if we will be willing 

to trust Him to lead us according to His will.  Hang in there, God has brought us too far to leave us 

now. 

In His Service, 

Pastor John J. Cox  
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Mission & Vision 
 

Vision: Strengthening Families and Communities one life at a time 
 

Mission: Inspiring people toward a closer relationship with God by 

teaching God’s word, creating disciples, sharing our faith, nurturing 

an awareness of our responsibility to one another, and building 

community 
 

Reverend Dr. John J. Cox 

I want to share some practical thoughts about mission and vision.  It is important to understand that the singular 

purpose of mission and vision is to help us have a clear point of focus.  The good news is the mission and vision 

are based on scripture.  This means that as we lean into it, we can be confident that God’s word supports us.  But 

how should the mission and vision guide us to have more impact for Jesus Christ? 

The mission and vision work to help keep all of our ministries focused on the same big picture.  This means that 

anything they intend to do begins with deciding what aspect of the mission they intend to focus on.  Then they 

design something that genuinely seeks to do what the mission says.  And when all of our ministries are united in 

their focus then the mission is realized and we will experience success. 

Our vision is our big picture goal.  We really want to strengthen both families and communities, near us and 

abroad, but we know we can’t do it all at once.  We want to take it slow.  That is why our aim is to focus on one 

life at a time.  The Bible reminds us that heaven rejoices over one soul that repents.  And we want to make heaven 

rejoice.  But how will we strengthen families and communities?  We will do it through our mission. 

Our Mission will function like a series of short-term goals that will help us reach our big goal (our vision).  The 

mission is best understood as a series of objectives that are laid out in scripture.  First, we intend to inspire people 
toward a closer relationship with God.  Said another way we want to be the inspiration for others to want to be 

closer to God. (See Matthew 5:15-16) Next, we intend to focus on teaching God’s word.  We believe that the better 

you know God the more you will love God.  Any way we can teach God’s word we intend to do it. (See Matthew 

28:20) Creating disciples is the next area of focus.  We know that early on in His ministry Jesus selected 12 

disciples to follow Him, and he has challenged us to “make disciples” in his final instructions as He ascended into 

heaven.  That means we intend to invite others to spend time with us for the sole purpose of learning more about 

Jesus. 
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Sharing our faith is the next section.  This is how we encourage others by lending them our faith.  We encourage 

them by our example and by sharing what we have come to know about Christ. (See Philemon 1:6) After sharing 

our faith we move to nurturing an awareness of our responsibility to one another.  This is where we help remind 

each other that we are not just responsible for ourselves but we have a shared responsibility to each other.  That 

means when we see someone not living up to the standard of Christ, we lovingly encourage them to remember 

to honor Christ.  The reason we do that for others is twofold.  First, we do it because it is a part of the responsibility 

that comes with church membership.  Secondly, we do it because when we get off track, we would want some 

loving Christian person to help gently steer us back on course.  We support each other and we refuse to abandon 

each other.  We extend this support beyond our four walls into our community, our neighborhood, our local grocery 

store, and wherever else we find ourselves. (See 1 Corinthians 12)   

The last objective we have is building community.  We want to create an environment where all kinds of people 

feel welcome.  People will never serve, or support our church if they do not first feel welcome.  Jesus was always 

helping others feel welcome.  If we are going to be like Him, we should do the same.  There are so many people 

in the world who do not have a single place where they feel welcome.  Wouldn’t it be grand if we could introduce 

them to a Savior who welcomes them?  The best way to do that is to make sure they feel welcome around us.  

We have to build community, broad, diverse, expansive community.  This is why Jesus sent His disciples out into 

the hedges and highways compelling people to come and be a part of a community that is not like the world.  (See 

Matthew 11:28) 

I invite you to continue to be prayerful about mission and vision.  Ask God to help us coalesce around it and to 

see Him in it.  Then I am asking you to begin to internalize this mission and vision to get to know it inside and out.  

Share your thoughts about it.  You should also look for ways to put it into practice.  This mission and vision should 

become a way of life for us at church, at home, or wherever we find ourselves.  We should all be focused on those 

things.  I believe that if we are able to focus on this mission and vision God will be pleased with our efforts and 

bless us beyond measure.  Let’s trust God together and watch as God does AMAZING things among us. 
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THE VABC EXPERIENCE 
 

Previous “VABC Experience” articles have focused on new members, returning members, and others who are not our members but 

share in our virtual services.  However, in this edition of the VABC Newsletter, our focus is on the experiences of a long-servicing 

member of the VABC family 

MY SERVICE OF LOVE FOR VABC 
Under the Leadership of Five Pastors Covering 66 Years 

Roy L. Kelly 
 

I was baptized at an early age and joined the 

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in Adams Grove, 

Virginia.  I participated in Sunday School and the 

Baptist Young Peoples Union (BYPU).  When I moved 

to the DC area, I briefly stayed with my Uncle Freddie 

and Aunt Lavona 

Kelly, who were 

both members of 

Vermont Avenue.  

When I initially 

joined Vermont 

Avenue, I met 

Marie H. Tucker-

Wint and her first 

husband, William 

“Bill” Tucker, who 

both became a 

great source of 

encouragement.  

To this day, 

Marie and I have 

been neighbors 

for over 50 years! 

As a member, I served under five pastors here:  Rev. 

C.T. Murray, Rev. John R. Wheeler, Rev. Cornelius 

Wheeler, Rev. Isaac Fox, and Rev. John J. Cox.  I 

started out joining the Young People’s Usher Board 

in February 1955 and also became a junior Deacon 

as well.  Once I reached the age limit for serving on 

the Young People’s Usher Board, I then joined the 

Men’s Usher Board, under the President, Carl Booker.  

I was fortunate to serve as the Vice President and 

then served two terms as President for a total of 13 

years.  Because I loved the ministry of ushering, I 

joined the Interdenominational Church Ushers 

Association (I.C.U.A.) of DC, and later joined the 

National United Church Ushers Association 

(N.U.C.U.A.), where I served on the national board for 

six years. 

While serving at Vermont Avenue, a long-time 

member, Mary Robinson, introduced me to a young 

lady, named Eldora Roddey, who later became my 

wife.  We were married on August 31, 1968, by the 

Rev. C.T. Murray and a couple of years later, my 

lovely daughter, Teresa, was born.  Additionally, I met 

people who later became lifelong friends who were 

like family.  All of these guys have passed on, but I 

will always cherish the friendship of David 

Higginbotham, Albert Richeson, John Baucom, and 

Thomas Harris. I am happy to say Carl Major was 

someone whom I met during that time as well and 

we still keep in touch today. 

In the 1970s, David Smith, another long-time member 

of Vermont Avenue, asked me to join the Musical 

Choraleers of Washington DC, to increase its 

membership.  I really enjoyed singing with them and 

remained with them for a number of years.  In fact, I 

became the President and traveled along the East 

Coast with the group singing God’s praises.  

Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to travel with them as 

much as I’d like due to my work schedule.  I’ve had 

the pleasure of working for Metro as a Bus Operator, 

and later as a cab driver. 

My life has been enriched tremendously and I thank 

God for all he has blessed me with----to see the age 

of 84 years old and have been married for 53 years!  

My favorite scripture is in the Book of Psalms, which 

is Psalms 121:1 “I will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help.” I can truly say 

that I’ve enjoyed being a servant in the house of the 

Lord for 66 years! 
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VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH AND MISSIONARY OUTREACH 

Central Union Mission 

Vermont Avenue Baptist Church (VABC) is known to 

be a supporter of home mission as well as an active 

participant in foreign missions through the Lott 

Carey Foreign Mission.  But did you know, that since 

the year 2000 VABC has been actively involved in 

missionary service through its ongoing supportive 

relationship with the Central Union Mission located 

here in Washington DC?  The Mission works to help 

transform the area’s toughest rehabilitation cases—

including drug addicts, gang members, criminal 

offenders, and the chronically homeless—into 

productive members of society. The Central Union 

Mission, a faith-based nonprofit organization, was 

established in 1884, as a children’s mission. 

However, it refocused to provide services primarily to 

homeless men. It is the oldest social service agency 

in Washington DC. 

In 2000 Minister Chuck Jones from VABC, began 

serving as a chaplain at the Central Union Mission; 

subsequently, he invited a VABC choir and some 

deacons to participate in the Missions services. 

Since then, Vermont Avenue Baptist Church has 

played a major role in supporting the success of the 

Central Union Mission.   In 2007 our own Reverend 

Rutherford Cooke began his Howard University 

Divinity School fieldwork at the Mission and from 

there was signed on as the VABC Chaplain. As a 

chaplain, Rev. Cooke and two deacons minister to 

Mission residents every fourth Wednesday night, 

Thus far, until Covid impacted VABC involvement, 

every Wednesday night someone has come forward 

to commit their life to Christ.   

Reverend Cooke was hired by the Central Union 

Mission and was elevated to the position of Director 

of Men’s Ministry.  He was responsible for pastoral 

counseling, chaplain services, ongoing counseling, 

the Special Circumstances and Work Program 

Ministry, and the Spiritual Transformation Program. 

Rev. Cooke joined the Mission as a chaplain and 

after ten years of service retired as the Director of 

Men’s Ministry. Some of the Mission's former 

residents remain in touch with Rev. Cooke. 

VABC has supported the Central Union Mission in 

numerous other important ways. Trustee Samuel 

Scott provides math tutoring to participants in the 

Missions Spiritual Transformation Program; Deacon 

Timothy Oliver served in the Missions clothing room, 

distributing clothing to those in need; The John R. 

Wheeler Memorial Ministry has collected clothing to 

donate to the Mission; we have donated food, and 

the Youth Missionaries along with VABC 

Missionaries have helped clean rooms and change 

linens at the Mission.   

The Mission is continually developing its programs 

to meet the changing needs of the community. 

According to Rev. Cooke, the reward from working 

with the Central Union Mission: “MEN CAN AND DO 

CHANGE THROUGH THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH 

JESUS CHRIST. 

Contributor:  Reverend Rutherford Cooke 

 

” 
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The Vermont Avenue Baptist Church Sunday School lessons have been a great help to me and other teenagers 

in my class throughout the COVID Pandemic. 

Learning about other plagues that took place in the Bible and how 

God healed many people who were suffering, increased my faith in 

God.  I know that God has not changed and in the same way that He 

brought those people through their challenges, he will bring our city, 

country, and the world through these different viruses and heal His 

people and our land. 

Attending Sunday School and the sermons Pastor Cox preaches 

have helped me to be more positive despite all the negative things 

that are happening throughout this pandemic.  I know that this 

season of challenges will end. 

Sunday School classes also help me to realize that everything 

happens for a reason and no matter how much hardship I face in life, 

I must always, always give thanks to God. 

Due to the pandemic, we had virtual learning at school, church, etc. 
It doesn't feel as good as being in person surrounded by smiling 
faces, but I know that God will help us get through this time of 
challenges. I am very thankful to God for keeping me alive through 
this period of hardship because I know that a lot of people are not 
blessed to be alive today to learn from these experiences. I am alive 
and growing in my faith and trust in God.  

    Contributor:  Karen Wooton 
Senior, Fairmont Heights High School 
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LEST WE FORGET...….REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021 
Deacon Timothy Oliver 

 

What would be a chance sighting one Sunday of a 
Vermont Avenue Baptist Church member in a World 
War I (WWI) uniform motivated me to acknowledge 
all veterans that I knew? Mr. William Baker was that 
WWI Veteran who I saw on that momentous Sunday. 
I sensed the strength of his character, dignity, 
presence, and his private demeanor, all of which 
impressed me. Thereafter, I began compiling a list of 
veterans and was inspired to send a Veteran’s Day 
greeting card to them annually in recognition of their 
service to our country.  
 
Some of these veterans had remarkable stories of 
their military experience and I share a few of which I 
became aware through interaction with them:  
 

Deacon Elbert Link (Deceased) was a World War II (WWII) veteran who helped build the Alaska-Canadian 
Highway (ALCAN). It was constructed during World War II to connect the contiguous United States to Alaska 
across Canada. The discrimination that Deacon Link dealt with was horrific. While white soldiers slept in 
barracks, their black counterparts slept outside in tents in brutal temperatures! Deacon Link became a noted 
barber to Capitol Hill politicians after his discharge. 
 
Deacon James Stuckey (Deceased), another WWII Veteran, served in Europe. His unit was responsible for 
collecting the bodies of dead soldiers on the beaches of Normandy during the invasion of France. 
 
Even though I don’t know the names of other members, not listed, who served in our country’s wars and conflicts, 
I acknowledge them and all veterans’ contributions in defending our country, answering the call, and serving 
honorably.  Others paid the ultimate price by sacrificing their lives for our country, including the son of Deacon 
Clarence Mason (Deceased), who died in the line of duty in Vietnam. My time in service made me realize how 
blessed I’ve been. If I were a young man, would I do it again? Yes! 
 
We honor those valiant VABC members who served in the military defending this country:   
 

Brother Lawrence Barrett 
Deacon Larry Barringer  
Deacon. Charles Bates  
Reverend Rutherford Cooke 
Trustee Samuel Dean 
Brother John Felder  
Rev. Dr. Isaac Fox  
Brother Kevin Gray  
Brother David Higginbotham, Jr.  
Brother Bobby Mason  
Brother Bernard Miller  

Sister Nigeria Myers  
Sister Teresa Myers  
Brother Robert Nelson  
Deacon Timothy Oliver  
Deacon Jackie Parker  
Brother Ronald Miller 
Brother Dave Peters 
Trustee Samuel Scott 
Deacon Waynard Smith 
Trustee Horace Taylor (Deceased)

 

We also recognize and honor our member, Brother Gregory Taylor, Commander of the Sons of American Legion 
(SAL), Post 275, Glenarden, Maryland, who is the son of Trustee Taylor. 

 

Home of the Free *** Because of the Brave *** We Honor You!  
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VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 

THE VABC MISSIONARY MINISTRY 

 

As the holiday season approaches, VABC continues 

to serve the love of Christ through both our Home 

and Foreign Mission. Our ministries collect 

donations to support Lott Carey, S.O.M.E. (So 

Others May Eat), and work to provide for those in 

need, here at home and internationally. None of this 

is possible without your faithful help.  

Vermont Avenue Baptist Church has a history of 

being at the forefront of mission activities. 

Currently, The Missionary Ministry is busy with our 

backpacks, school supplies, female items, and 

underclothes for the Lott Carey Mission School in 

Liberia, West Africa.  This Foreign Mission service 

project started in September and will end in 

December, our goal this year is 75 backpacks.  This 

is a church-wide VABC Mission and friends service 

project, so WE NEED YOUR support.  

 

Please note that because of COVID-19, the church is 

only open on Fridays and Saturdays.  If you are not 

able to shop and would like to donate, please make 

your check payable to the Missionary Ministry 

VABC and we will shop for you.  

In November we will deliver a tasty Thanksgiving 

meal and care bags to our shut-in VABC members. 

December is our street mission month, during this 

time we will give hats, gloves, scarves, and socks to 

those on the streets and to the Central Mission, and 

SOME, your donation is appreciated.  

 

In doing service we are reminded that Jesus was 

the first missionary and we strive to be like Him and 

want Him to say to us “Come, ye blessed of my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world:  For I was an hungry 

and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked 

and ye clothed me:  I was sick, and ye visited me: I 

was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

Matthew 25:34-36 (NKJ)  

Contributor:  Deaconess Jeanette M. Clyburn, President 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Reverend Dr. John J. Cox, Senior Pastor 

Reverend Dr. Isaac A. Fox 

Reverend Dr. Michael C. Miller 

Reverend Dr. James A. Momoh 

Reverend Rutherford R. Cooke 

Reverend Wayne B. Quick 

Reverend Cleveland B. Sparrow, Sr. 

 

Chairman, Board of Deacons  - Richard C. Taylor, rtaylor62433@gmail.com 

Chairman, Board of Trustees - Alfred A. Martin, amartin@vabc.org 

Church Clerk, Warren A. Cook - wacjrzroc@gmail.com 

Church Office Manager, C. Delores Scott - cdscott@vabc.org 

VERMONT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE 
(202) 667-1078 
(202) 667-4609 

(202) 667-1492 (Facsimile) 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY TEAM 

Lawrence Barrett 

Alfred Martin 

Renata Miller 

Nadene Peters-Jones 

C. Delores Scott 

 Lanita Sparrow 

Sheila D. White, Lead 

Donna J. Dean, BOCA Liaison 

  

mailto:rtaylor62433@gmail.com
mailto:amartin@vabc.org
mailto:wacjrzroc@gmail.com
mailto:cdscott@vabc.org
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HOLIDAY NOTES 
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We Wish You 
A 

Merry Christmas 
And A 

Happy New Year 
 
 

The Communications Ministry Team 

 


