
CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

Monday, June 15, 2025

The City Council Public Hearing was held at the Community Center,
410 Golf Street, Thompson Falls, MT

Council Members Present:
Raoul fubeiro, City Council President
Katherine Maudrone, City Council Vice President
Larry Milner
Catherine DeWitt
Mike Shear
Not present: Rusti Leivestad
City Officials Present:
Gussie O'Connor, Mayor
Kelliann Barton, City Clerk/Treasurer
Others signed in: Sign-in sheet is attached.
Gussie O'Connor opened the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m.
Kelliann Barton noted who was present.

ACTION:
Many spoke against the water rate increase.
Motion to adjourn the public hearing. DeWitt/Milner
The meeting was adjoumed at 7:41 p.m.

'Connor

ATTEST:
Barton Clerk./Treasurer



NOTICE lS HEREBY GIVEN that on May 18, 2026, the City Council (the 'Council") of
the City of Thompson Falls, Monlana (the "City"), adopted its Resolution No. q09 of is
lntention to lncrease Rates and Charges for the Users of the Water System.

The City currently owns and operates a drinking water system (the "Water System')
and imposes a monthly rate charge on all connections to the Water System (lhe
"Water Monthly Rate Charge'). The cosls of the Water System mvered by the Monthly
Rate Charges are the amount necessary to pay the costs of operating and maintaining
lhe Water System, to pay the pnncipal of and interest on any outstanding or authorized
debt of the Systems and to establish and maintain any reserves and other debt service
requirements.

The current Water Monthly Rate Charoe is as follows:
RESIDENTIAL:

Base rate is $42.75, with 2,000 gallons included.
Charge $1.50 for each 1,000 gallons used per month aner 2,000 gallons
per month.

COMMERCIAL:
Current base rate is $42.75, with 2,000 gallons per month included.
Charge $1.50 for each 1,000 gallons used per month afler 2,000 gallons
per month.

VACATION:
Vacation Rate-$32.75 a month afler bill showing zero usage.

The monthly minimum charge is determined by multiplying the monthly base rate
by the EDU Multiplier associated with the water meter size for the property (the
same multiplier as currently used for sewer) as follows:
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The orooosed new Monthlv Rate Charoe for the Water Svstem is orooosed as
follows:

RESIDENTIAL:
Base rate is $60.63, wilh 2,000 gallons included.
Charge $1 .50 for each 1,000 gallons used per month after 2,000 gallons
per month.

COMMERGIAL:
Current base rate is $60.63, with 2,000 gallons per month included.
Charge $1.50 for each 1,000 gallons used per month afler 2,000 gallons
per month.

VACATION:
Vacation -$32.75 a month after billing showing zero usage.

The reason for ths proposed incraase in the Water Monthly Rate Charge is that the
City will need to borrow approximately $1,933,000 payable over 40 yea.s, al3.125ok
interest as part of the City's portion of the construction costs of the Water Poect, and
the costs of operation the City's Water System. The debt service coverage
requirements for such loan repayment and reserves will be approximataly S132,769
per year and the expenses for that Water System, including operation and
maintenance are estimated at $627,587.88 per year These increased obligations
amount to a monthly base rate increase of $17.88 per month per equivalent d!,velling
unit.

On June 15. 2026 at 6:00 PM at 410 Golf Street. Thompson Falls. Montana, the
Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed water rate increase. Comments
may be given orally at the hearing or submifted in writing to lhe address below before
3.00 PM on the date of the heanng.

Further information about the proposed rate increases may be obtained by contacting
Kelliann Badon, City ClerUTreasurer, P.O. Box 99, Thompson Falls, MT 59873, phone
(406) 827-3557.

Done by Order of the Council of the City of Thompson Falls, Montana, this 18th day of
May,2026.
MNAxLp Kelliann Barton, City Clerkffreasurer
Publishod in the Sanders Countv Ledqer on 5t2U2O26 & 6lUl2O26

NOTICE OF CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS PROPOSED
WATER RATE INCREASES AND PUBLIC HEARING
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Dr^id., c tltt'tM
In the Community Center, 4f0 Golf Street, fhompson palls, MT

Monday, June 15, 2026, at 6:00 P.M.
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