
CTTY OF THOMPSON FALLS
CITY COTJNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, April8,2024

ffi
The Ciry Council meeting was held at the City HaIl,

108 Fulton Sreet, Thompson Falls, MT

Council Members Present:
Raoul Ribeiro, City Council President
Hayley Allen-Blakney, City Council Vice President
Katherine Maudrone
Earlene Powell
Larry Lack

Not present: Shawni Vaught

Ciw Officials Present:
Rusri Leivestad, Mayor
Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer
Tim Goen, Ciry Aaomey
Police Chiel Chris Nichols
Police OfEcer, Jason Thorton
Others simed in: S igrr in sheet attached.
Rusti Leivestad opened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.
Chelsea Peterson made note of who was present.

The Council passed a motion 5-0 to approve setting the agetda. (Maudrone, Allen-Blakney)
The Council passed a motion 5-0 to approve the Consent agenda. @owell,
Lack)
Standine Committee Reports- The Streets and Alleys Committee met on February 1,2024,
to look into placing a stop sign at the comer of Woodland Street and Preston Avenue. The
committee decided to leave it a Yield sign.
Community Decay Uodate - None
Information: None

ACTIONTAKEN
l. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve allowing the Farmers Market to pay

$100.00 for the summer at Ainsworth Park. (Allen-Blakney, Powell) Public
Comment: Gayle Hinkle asked if anyone had committed to selling produce. Howard
Inks wants to pay for the Farmers Market rental fee at Ainsworth Park. Greg Hinkle



applauded Veronica for what she was doing and suggested that they change the day

to Saturday instead of Thursday.
2. The Council made a motion 5-0 to allow Thompson Falls to be an American Society

of Civil Engineering (ASCE) National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark
beginning July 2024 for David Thompson's (who resided in Thompson Falls)
surveying and mapping of the Northwest of Norttr America Possibly placing the
plaque in the Kiosk at Ainsworth Park. (Maudrone, Ribeiro)

3. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve moving the speed signs 25/35 on}Iwy.
200 and Encroachment Permit for the Speed Readers. @ibeko, Lack) Public
comment: Nancy Fields asked if the signs would be flashing lighs. Kristin Wing
asked when the last uaffic study was done. Gordon Wood suggested not moving the

sign by Wild Goose Landing. Gussi O'Conner hopes people will adhere to speed.

4. The Council made a motion 5-0 to renew the Community Center Lease for preschool

for the 2425 school year. (Al1en-Blalney, Maudrone) Public comment: Mary Dunn
asked if the city has been a good landlord.

5. The Council made a motion 54 to approve the Pickleball Club to install a4' fetce at
the pickleball courts by the High School. (Ribeiro, Powell) Public comment: Steve

Oswald asked who is paying for the fence.
6. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve to approve applying for a Pilot

Community Tourism Grant. (Allen-Blalney, Maudrone) Public comment: Lrnda
Weygint asked if there had been a needs study done and is concemed about creating
activities for senior citizens. Tamara Shear asked if this would be used to finish up
the park by her house and acknowledged the need for creating a soccer field and
another ball field, and that should be at the top of the list. Stephanie Webb asked
about the time frame, who comes up with ideas, and whether there is a committee in
place. Kristin Wing asked what is the vision for this town, a tourist fiap? Brian Cole
asked who pays for the grant and said there is no free in anythtng. Are there going to
be additional things attached to this grant? Greg Hinkle said the money comes from
Bed Tax like Airbnb's. Cindy Bronner asked why salaries were paid for from the
pool account when it wasn't even open and if the pool was going to open.

7. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve Resolution #843, establishing the
reimbursement rates for travel, mileage, and lodging for Public Employees while
conducting official business per the U.S. General Service Administration standard
rate to reflect changes automatically when the rates change. (Powell, Lack) Public
Comment: Kristin Wing asked what the city uses now.

E. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve the Wastewater Project Amendment to
Owner-Engineer Agreement No. 9 (Ribeiro, Maudrone). Public comment: Kristen
Wing asked how much money was left.

9. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve the Wastewater Project Request for
Reimbursemens Phases I & 2. (Allen-Blalney, Lack)

10. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve the Wastewater Project Request for
Phases 3 and 4 (Lack, Maudrone). Public commenr Kristin Wing asked when the
construction will start and what Paul Karcher's title with Great West Engineering is.

She also asked who does the on-site management. Tamara Shear asked who the city's
supervisor was for the project.



11. The Council made a motion 5-0 to approve tlle Project Request for Reimbulsement.

(Lack, Allen-Blakney) Public comment: Kristin wing asked where the potential well

iite is going to be loiated and if that is the only one. Cindy Bronner asked what 
-size

of pipJs tfrJ city is using. Gordon Wood mentioned he had issues with water before

hehoved here and asked if there was a chance of a landslide. Tamra Shear asked

about hydrants and water pressure.

Unscheduled Public t

Kristin Wing- Asked what the two big concrete tanks are by Town Pump.

Linda Weygint- Mentioned the school and the school-to-work proglam that would be good

for students to have job experience.
Tamara Shear- She stated she was confused about why other Council members were present

at the last Board of Adjusnnents and Zoning Committee meetings.

Steve Oswald- Stated that he knows of one student who uses the school-to-work proglam.

Gordon Wood- Brought up the Highway project and thints ttre city should send the state a

letter regarding how bad the road is.

Lea Hemdon- Asked about the one Public Comment only rule, asked why you can't interact

and stated the council is representing the public.

Greg Hinkle- Said he would argue against lirniting the one 3-minute Public Comment rute.

Phillip Williams- Asked why the Council does not hold meetings at the Rex Theater or the

Community Center to accommodate larger groups.

Mary Dunn-She stated she has been reading a lot of documenc on the city website

(Growth Policy, Zoning, Wayfinding) and wants to know what the vision is for the town.

What do the documents mean, and what are the consequences for the people?

Kristin Wing Stated that she moved here because she loved it, that she is passionate, and

that she is not trying to be rude.
Stephanie Webb- Asked what the council's vision is for the town and that their vision
reflects on the community. She moved here to be free with lower taxes. Stated to be w'ise in
the change and that the expensive fancy things aren't worth it.
Cindy Bronner-She stated she lives in the county and is invested in city affairs; she sees

change and thanks the council for that. She mentioned the heard-around-town article and

that she attended Dan Clark's training. She werrt over her 3-minute time and would not stop

talking, so the Mayor slammed the gavel down and closed the meeting.

MAYORS REPORT - None because the Mayor had to close the meeting.

The meeting;was adjoumed at 8:07 p.m.

' 2:r,i, t
'Rusti Leivestad, Mayor

ATTEST:
Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer



City of Frlls City CoEncil Meetings

City of Thompsotr Falls
Public Hearing

Monday, April 8,2024, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Hall, 108 Fulton SEeet, Thompson Falls, MT
Agenda: .- : , Zoning Variance Request for Mosher Transportation building electrical vehicte

charging stations for electric buses at 3 locations: zl25 Washington Street, 418 Washington Street, and

323 Greenwood Street Ifyou have any questions, please contac't the City Hall atq6-827-3551.
Pubtished in the Sanders County Ledger: March 28, 2024 & Aprn 4,2024 '.

Regdar City Council Meeting in the
ciw Hall. 108 Fulton s . Thomoson Falls. MT

Monday, April 8, 2024 @ 6:00 P .M

AGENDA
OPENMEETING
ROLL CALL OF THE COIJNCIL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
SET TIIE AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA: cLios, ntrnrfics, Fitrad.l Rr"orE, coEt Rrpon, wd.r stu-ofiList/Arr.atetrnts
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
INFORMATIONAL:

l. Sanders Comty Public Health, Tabacco EdEcation Spccialist, Karretr McKinzic
ACTIONITEMS

OLD BUSINESS:
l. Famers Mark€t - Public Comment
2. David Thonpson PlaqEe - PEblic Commatt Kathcrine Maudrone
3. Move specd sigms 25135 on IIwy. 200 and Encroachmem Pemit for Speed ReadcN - PEblic Conment
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Rusti Leivestad will u€sent the Agenda Item unless otherwise listed.

4. Renew tle Comnurity Centr Lease for preschool for the ?.4-25 school year, - Public Commmt
Krystal Part

5. The Pictleball CIlb is seeking approval to ifftall a 4' fence at the pictleball courts by the High School
and City to rcpair the existing perimeter chain-linl fence . - Public Comncnt Nancy Fieltls

6. Pilot Community Tourism Grant Progran Application - SB5,$ - Itigh School Arca Slrorts Compl€x -
S-year plan - 2.75M - tro city match - possibly go in together Coutrty-widc. Public Commeff

7. Resolutioa cstalblishing th€ rcimbursemetrt rates for Eavel, nileage, and lodging for Public Employees
whi.le conducting official business per the U.S. Gencral Scrvice AdrninisEatiom standard rate to reflect
changes aEtomatically when the rates change. - Public Commetrt

E. Wastewater Project Amendnetrt to Owner-Ergineer Agrecmeff Amendmetrt No. 9
9. Wastewater Prcject Reqrcst for Reimb[I:rs€mcm Pheses I & 2 - Public Comment
10. Wastewater Projcct Req[cst for Reimbursemmts Phases 3 & 4 - Public Commert
Il Water Project Request for Reimbursement - Prblic Com etrt

UNSCHEDIJLED PIIBLIC COMMENT - 3 minntes

MAYOR'SR-EPORT
ADJOI,JRN

*Thtr. Eay De isslEs dis.tss.d dElng the occting whtch E ynotbc listed on thc.g.dd.- Ifa dcclsi@ is r.qdrrd otr iteDs of
sifdficr ltrEtcst, it sill b. sd.dulcd for eortGr d.tl/tie dd posr.d rfthin thc EqEir.d,l&hoE ndc.. THs schclhlc ir eljcct
to (tfit wi6ortr trotio! htr sill t postcd siltitr th. rc{aiEd {&ho8r doti.t. lf y@ h.y. ey qEstids, plcas. c@f.ct /OGt27-
3557.

m



City of Thompson FaIIs City Conncil Mectings

Sign in Sheet

Regular Ctty Coucil Mccting in the
City HaU. 108 Fulton Street. Thompson Fatls. MT

Monday, April 8, 2024 @ 6:00 P .M.

Please Print( )

NAME WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ADDRESS TIIE COUNCIL

DURING PUBLIC COMMEI{T
PERIOD AND IF YES WHAT
AGEI\DA ITEM I\ruMBER?
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Sign in Sheet

Falls City Council MeaingsCity of

Regular City Council Meeting in the
Ciry Hall. 108 Fulton Steet. Thompson Falls. MT

Monday, April 8, 2024 @ 6:00 P.M.

Street AddressPlease Print( )

NAME WOULDYOULIKETO
ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

DURING PUBLIC COMMENT
PERIOD AI{D IF YES WHAT
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER?

Please Print - thank
ou
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