
CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MIIYUTES

Monday, December 1 l, 2023

ffi
The City Council meeting was held at the Sanders County Courthouse, I I l1 West Mam

Street, Thompson Falls, MT

Council Members Present:
Raoul fubeiro, City Council President
Hayley Allen-Blakney, City Council Vice President
Katherine Maudrone
Earlene Powell
Shawni Vaught
Larry Lack
Citv Officiats Present:
Rusti Leivestad, Mayor
Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer
Tim Goen, City Attomey
Others signed in: Sign in sheet attached.
Rusti Leivestad opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.
Chelsea Peterson made note of who was present.
The Council passed a motion 6-0 to approve sening the agenda. (Maudrone, Powel)

Standine Committee Reports- None
Community Decav Uodate - None
Information: Blackfoot Communications spoke to the Council about thet Fiber Project.

ACTIONTAK-EN
l The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Consent Agenda. @owell, Vaught)
2. The Council made a motion 6-0 to support the Highlead Block Parry planned for

this next summer. (Ribeiro, Powell)
3. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the NorthWestem Energy Easements.

@owell, Ribeiro) Public Comment: Mary Dunn had questions about the parks.

Kristin Wing asked about cost and the agreement.
4, The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Arbor Day Grant Application.

@ibeiro, Powell) Public Comment: Mark Sheets in favor
5. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve placing a no parking sigrr on South

Columbia Street for plowing and emergency vehicles. @owell, Vaught)



6. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Intercap Loan and Resolution #839
for a Skid Steer and Trailer. @ibeiro, Lack) Public Comment: Kristin Wing asked
how much they were. Cody Mosher asked if it was on tires or track.

7. The Council made a motion 6-0 approve using the IIB355 Funding for Streets.
(Ribeiro, Vaueht) Public Comment: Mark Sheets is in favor. Kristin Wing asked
about ARPA funds, asked when Wood Street would be fixed, she asked why the
grants only pay for I side of the street. Melinda Thompson asked when Park Street

would be fixed and made complaints about her sewer services. Gunner Junge asked
where the matching funds came from for the grant.

8. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the updated Capital Improvements Plan.
(i\daudrone, Powell) Public Comment: Mark Shees a CIP is great to have.

9. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Great West Engineering Contract for
the upcoming Water Project. @ibeiro, Allen-Blalney) Public Comment: Mark
Sheets would love to see them go forward with the project. Kristin Wing asked for a
copy of the contract with Great West Engineering for the Water Project. Mary Dunn
asked how much the engineering costs were in the Great West Engineering Water
Project Contract.

10. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Letter of Conditions for USDA Rural
Development Grant Loan for the upcorning Water Project. (Allen-Blakney, Ribeiro)
Public Comment: Mark Sheets suggests accepting the USDA RD Letter of
Conditions for the Water Project and that the application was put in 9-10 months
ago and cost the city water departrnent was $10,000. Kristin Wing asked if water
rates would increase.

11. The Council made a motion 6-0 to table the Wastewater Project Request for
Reimbursements for Phases 1 & 2. (Ribeno, Maudrone) Public Comment: Gunner
Junge- asked why Razz was being released from this part of the confract and asked
how many cubic feet of sludge it was. Kristin Wing how and where can you dispose
of it. Brian Cole asked how many years it has been since the removal of the sludge
and how long it will last. John Mosher asked when Razz is getting tumed loose.

12. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Wastewater Project Request for
Reimbursements for Phases 3 & 4. (Maudrone, Powell) Public Comment: Kristin
Wing asked who the contractor for the upcoming Sewer Project Phases 3 & 4 is.

Unscheduled Public Comment:

l. Katherine Maudrone read the below:

I'd like to address an occurence from last month's city council meeting, in which a
time for public comment was, in my perception, seized as an oppornrnity to
intimidate and bully.

I became a member of TF city council n Jamary 2020, a year no election held, as all
3 candidates were running unopposed. This was also a time when Thompson Falls
began experiencing inconsistency in the mayor's position. And will be serving
another 4 years, as this year, I was uncontested.
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The document that was referenced last month was the Sanders County, MT Housing
Needs Assessment & 5 year Housing Action Plan.
I was asked by Lisa Fried de Reyes, the Executive Administrator of Sanders County
Community Housing Organization if I would represent the city as a Task Force

Member. This task force was a collaborative effcrt with representation ftom elected

officials, businesses, nonprofits, and school districts.

It was during this same time that I was asked by Jen Kreiner, who was the Executive
Director of Sanders Counry Community Development Corp., if I would serve on the

Steering Committee for the Recreation Economy for Rural Communities Srant This
was another collaborative effort of goveming agencies, non-profits, business owners

and many volunteer groups.

And in contrast to these 2 examples of community engagement that were time
limited, I presently serve on the Board of Directors for Kaniksu Land Trust. Eleven

years ago I was introduced to KIT. It was a requirement, in my job description as

Director of Land Services with Sanders County. Today it is my choice to serye.

KIT was origlnaily founded n 2002 as the Clark Fork Pend Oreille Conservanry
with the purpose of supponing the land conservation needs ofAvista Corporation as

required under the Clark Fork Settlement Agreement.

KLT has since transitioned to a stand-alone 501c3 non-profit organization, operating

in Idaho and Montana and has also diversified its land protection and community
engagement programs. It is my privilege and joy to serve on a board with others who

also align with KIT's vision and mission.

My actions speak of who I am, a person of service, who steps up when I see a need

and who answers a call for help. And as I begin my second term on city council, I
invite and welcome an oppornrnity to come together in mutual respect to collaborate

for the wellbeing of our community and all who live here.

Katherine Maudrone
205 Ferry St.

Thompson Falls, City Council Wafi2

2. Steve Oswald- snow plow job was great, talked about Kristin Wing being mad
about sewer costs even though he has been paying for sewer since the 80's, thinla
people just need to deal with it since they bought the houses. Wants to find a way
to help low-income people with their water and sewer bills.

3. John Mosher decided not to talk.
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4. Cindy Bronner questioned the budget and said she was a CPA and had her CPA
look it over and thinks there are discrepancies and wans to lnow who to talk to
about it. Rusti said to call and make an appoinunent. She also brought an

additional 239 signarure for the Orchard.
5. Mark Bronner decided not to talk.
6. Kristin Wing wanted to thank Katherine for the time she takes to serve on

boards.
7. Veronica Ingel asked the council about a Farmers Market and how to rent

Ainsworth at a lower rate. The council told her to get on the Agenda for the

January meeting to discuss it.

MAYORS NOTES -

l. Much of the last month has been orientation, reviewing policy manuals, past budget,

meeting with departrnent heads, sitting in on teleconferences about water and sewer

projects.
2. I want to express gratitude for all the assistance the team here at City Hall has given

me.
3. Met with Nick Lawyer about possible soccer field.
4. Continued with Mayor's comer, writing a brief request to remember to not park on

Main Street at night so state could plow snow.
5. Met with Kim McMahon of NWE regarding easements for FERC relicense.

6. Met with Travis Fitchett with the State Road Departrnent to look at complaint on

Main Steet where water not adequately draining into &ain from recent rains,

concemed when it becomes iry.
7. Discussion with tobacco specialist about being on agenda - suggested Feb which is

"quit smoking month. "
8. Research inqury by Solid Rock Estates about plowing, relaying info to resident

making request.

The meeting was adjoumed at7:45 p.m.

1, .') /'lt1
R.usti Leivestad, Mayor .-)
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ATTEST:
Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer
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City of Thoryson Falls City Couacil Me€titr8s

i:i'i:{ri$is.
Public Hearing at 5:,l5 P.M. regarding upgrading thc Caltal Inprovements Plan at tte

Sdcn Cdt Cmrttorlc, llff WGf Mrin ftr.n Ttq.on Fdbr MT
Monday, December ll, 2023
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City of Thoryson Falls City Couacil Meetings

irii;?riSi*
Public llearirg at 5:,$ P.M. r,egarding upgnding tte Cagital InFovcnents Plan at r'e

S.dr8 Cffiy CoErturrc. f f f f Wcrt M.ir Sttt L laqEm F.Ib- MT
Monday, Decem,ber ll, 2O23
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SlEdrtr! Cdrty Col[fulllc. Ull Wcrt Itf,rin StEet Thom@ Fl[r, MT

Monday, Deccmber ll, 2023 @ 6100 P.M.
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City of thonpson FaIIs City Council Mectittgs

ir{i;i:'iLir1
Pubtic Ilearing at 5:rl5 P.M. regardiq lpgradirg the Capital Inprovemems Plan at tte

Smdrs Coo y Coufurrc. llll W6tlf,trStE L ThoqrdFrtr3r MT
Monday, Deccmber 11, 2023

Regular City Council Meetitrg at the
S.td.m Costry Corrttouc. llll Wcst Msi! Stc.,L ltmron Fdb. MT

Monday, Dccembcr ll , 2023 @ 6200 P 'I|lt.
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City of ThoEpson Falls City Coutrcil Me€titrgB

iri' j;iriXis.
Public Heerirg at 5:1l!i P.M. regar{irg upgrading the CaPital Iqmvemem Plan at the

Sudsr Corrv Cmrtcsc. I I I I Wcrt Ufr Smrrr Thon Fdh. MT
Monday, Decembcr ll, 2023

Regular City Council Meetirg at the
S.d.r! Co!fiI Co[Ilhc. ll ll WG't M& Sttct. Thomiotr F.[st MT

Monday, Decembcr lf 
' 

2023 @ 6:tX) P.M.

Sign in Sheet

NAME
(tr)lt'ngr l'r"i*[]
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you
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City of Thompson Fdls City Contrcil Mcctitrgt
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Monday, Deccmbcr Ll, 2023

Regular City Council Meeting at the
ltdrrr CoaycutrcJf f f Wcl lldl Smrt Ttoqrr FrL- UT

Sign in Sheet %{q?
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City of Thompoa Falls City Council Mcetirgs

i:i'i,i:,iiii;:.
PEblic Hearing at S:rE P.M. reg,arding upgrading the Capital Irprovcments Plan at ttr€

Sedt$ Coutv Courrtousc. UU Wcgt Mrin fu. ltomoq Fdh. MT
Monday, December ll, 2023

Regrlar City Council Meeting at the
Srodcrr Cm4' Conrrtmrc. llll Wcgt Mdn StI,ccL ltoEllson F.Ils. MT

Monday, Decembcr ll, 2023 @ 6:fi) P.M.
AGENDA

OPENMEETING
ROLL CALL OF TIIE COUNCIL
PLEDGE OF AILEGIANCE
SET TIIE AGENDA
CONSENT AGEND{; Qlaime, Minnt€s, Financial Reports, CoErt Report, Water Shut-off
List/Arrang€m€nts
STANDING COMMITTEE R.EPORTS

INFORMATIONAI: BLACKFOOT COMMUNICATIONS
ACTION ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS:
NEWBUSINESS: tad
l. Hichl-ead Block Party Cody Mosher

Public CoDEe

2. North'Western EtrergJ. Eascments Kim McMahon
Public Co@ctrt

3 , Artor Day Application
ftrbllc Comcnt

4. Place no parking sign on South Columbia Street for plowirg a-nd emergency vehides.
htblic Com.nt

5. htercap Loar and Resolution for Skid Steer Loadcr and Trailer
hrblic Coment

6. H8355 Fundiry Resolution for Streets
htblic Co@nt

7. Updatirg the Capital Improvemens PIan
ftDUc Coffi:ot

8

9

Great West Etrgifleering CotrEact for the upcorning 'Water Project
Public Cot@at
Letter of Conditiors for USDA Rural Development Grant Loan for Water Project
hrblic CoEDdrt

Prrblic Cofiocrt
ll. Wastewater Project Request for Reimbursements Phas€s 3 & 4

Carrie Gardner

Carie Gardner

Carrie Gardner

Carrie Gardner

Carie Gardncr

10. Wastewater Project R€q[est for Reimbusemerts Phases I & 2

Pubuc CoEo.ot
UNSCTTEDULED PUBLIC COMMENT - 3 minut€s

MAYOR'SREPORT
A.DJOURN

*Thc.c may be issas discrrsscd durltrt thc o.ltiry which E y trot bc fisted otr rhc a&nd.- If . dccisiotr is re{Eircd oo it os of
sigdficmt htcrtst, lt win bc s(h.dulcd for adott r dataltime od posted witritr ft€ r.quircd,l&hoE ndice. This sctcdulc is subicc

to chatrge wltrou node Dut witl bc post d wtdfa 6. rcquirEd ,l&hoE troticc. If you h.v. dy questions, plcase cotrt rt 406 tiU7-

3557.


