
CMYOFTHOMPSONFALLS
CITY COI,.INCIL MEETING MII{UTES

Monday, Jaruary 8,2024

The City Council meeting was held at the Thompson Falls Junior High School Gym, 316

Columbia Street, Thompsel !'alls, MT

Council Members Preserrt:
Raoul fubeiro, City Council President
Hayley Allen-Blakney, City Council Vice Presidelt
Katherine Maudrone
Earlene Powell
Shawni Vaught
Larry Lack
Citv Officials Present:
Rusti Leivestad, Mayor
Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer
Tim Goen, City Attomey
Erica Franck, Assistant Clerk
Chris Nichols, Police Chief
Jason Thornton, Potce Officer
Others simed in: Sigrr in sheet attached.
Rusti Leivestad opeaed the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.
Chelsea Peterson made note of who was present.

The Council passed a motion 6-0 to approve setting the agenda. (Maudrone, Allen-Blakney)

Standing Committee Reoorts- None
Community Decay Update - None
Information: Mayor, Rusti Leivestad stated the city is setting the Zoning Comminee
meeting for Febntary 126 at 5:15 p.m. prior to the regular City Council Meeting.

ACTIONTAKEN
l. The Council made a motion 6-0 to appoint Raoul Ribeiro as City Council President.

(Vaught, Powell)
2. The Council made a motion 6-0 to appoint Hayley Allen-Blakney as the Vice

President. (Maudrone, Ribeiro)
3. The Council made a motion 64 to approve the Consent Agenda. @owell, Lack)



4. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the City Council Procedure changes.

@ibeiro, Powell) Public Comment: Tamra Shear asked for a copy of the proposed

changes.
5. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the MOU between the City and the

Sanders County Dog Training Club. (Ribeiro, Allen-Blakney)
6. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the MOU between the City and

Montana Dakota Services, [nc. regarding a donation for play equipment at
Ainsworth Park. @ibeiro, Lack) Public Comment Melinda Thompson asking who
will maintain the park equipment after it is installed. Beth Junge asked what the
playground will look like. Mary Taylor with MDS talked about the plans and area

that the new equipment will be placed.
7. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the MOU between the City and

Thompson River Animal Care Shelter TRACS. @ibeto, Vaugh|
8. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve Resolution #840 IIB355 Funding for

Streets. @iberio, Maudrone)
9. The Council made a motion 6{ to table the Wastewater project request for

Reimbersements for Phases I & 2. (Vaught, Lack) Public Comment: Kristin Wing
asked about phases 1&2, Melinda Thompson asked for a timeline for phases I & 2.

Jake Susic encouraged the board to use local vendors for projects and do their due

diligence.
10. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Wastewater Project request for

reimbursements for Phases 3 & 4. (Maudrone, Allen-Blakney)

Unscheduled Public Comment:
Gussi O'Conner wants radar signs on Main Street to slow down traffic. The city is

looking into grants.

Steve Oswald spoke about the Fiscal Year 2024 Budget and how he went into the office
and met with the City Clerk and saw no issues like Cindy Bronner did that he thinl,s the

Ciry and the staff are doing a great job.

Cindy Bronner- She spoke about the meeting at the city regarding the budget, requested

documents from the pool project and where the funds went and who was paid to do the

work. She accused the city of having secret meetings and not letting the public know.

She also made a statement that the city is two years behind in their audits.

Nanette Blake asked if the city has an emergency prep edness plan in place. She was

told that Bill Naegeli, Emergency Manager, Sanders County ceated an Emergency

Operation Plan.

Jake Susic spoke in favor of the radar signs and would like people to slow down on

Main Street.

Catherine Dewin spoke in favor of the radar signs and wanting to help find money to
fund the radar sigrrs.
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Nancy Johnson spoke to the Council regarding adding 50 more signatures for the

Orchard property petition. She gave them to the mayor.

Kristin Wing wanted to know if the Wayfinding grant money could help pay for the

radar sigrs. She also stated that the 3 Special City Council meetings were not posted at
the Sanders County Courthouse and was informed that they were emailed to the

courthouse on December 18,2023, for the Decemb et 20,2023, meetings. She was also

informed that the ageldas were also posted on the window at the City Ha[, on the Ciry

Website, on the City Facebook page, Sanders County 411 Facebook page, Sanders

County Information and Events Facebook page, Sanders County, Valley Bank, First
Security Bank and Library.

MAYORSREPORT_
l. Met with Travis (State Road Departrnent) to look at complaint on Main Street where

water not adequately draining into drain from recent rains, concemed when it
becomes icy.

2. Discussion with tobacco specialist about being on agenda - suggested Feb which is

"quit smoking month".
3. Research inquiry by Solid Rock Estates about plowing, relayed info to resident

making request.
4. Met with Mary Taylor for the playground project at Ainsworth Field
5. Chelsea and I met with Cindy Bronner and Helen Jensen to clariff Cindy's

misunderstanding of our accounting process. A recap of that meeting is included in
your packet.

6. Attended Chamber of Commerce meeting.
7 . Had a discussion with a resident about their concems with the Town Pump changes

and loss of motel space.
8. A copy of my proposed letter to FERC is included in your packet, restating the

comments I have made to Kim McMahon of Pinnacle and in December's meeting of
items I think would be reasonable for FERC to consider in the relicensing process.

The meeting was adjoumed at 7:09 p.m.

Ir
ti Leivestad, Mayor

ATTEST: r_)
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City of Thompson Falls City Council Meetings

f,apyootlar$
Public Hearing regarding HB355 Funding for Strects on the City of Thompson Falls

Tho,qpon FaIb Hffiy School Jrdor Elfi Gyn, 316 Cobdtr Stcct Thomron FaIh. MT
Monday, Jamary 8,20?4 @ 5t45 P.M,

and
R€$rlar City CoEcil Meeting at th€

Thoryron Faffr Etrrtrcffiry Sctool Judo Etlh Glm. 316 Cofmlhta Sttlcct Thomoon FaIIc, MT
Monday, Janaaty 8,2024 @ 6:fi) P.M.

AGENDA

**SWEAR IN TIIE NEW COIJNCIL MEMBERS AND ELECT A NEW COI'NCIL PRESIDENT AND
!'ICE PRESIDENT
OPENMEETING
ROLL CALL OF TIIE COIJNCIL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
SETTHEAGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA3 Qlaimq, Minutes, Firancial ReIErts, Coltrt Relrcrt, Watcr Shllt-ofr
List/Arratr8Lements
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
INFORMATIONAL! None
ACTIONITEMS
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: Ma,rror Rusti Leivestad will oresent the Agenda Item unless otherwise listed.

l' City Council Procedure chartes
hrblicCotlllBt
MOU between the City ad the Sanden Courty Dog Training Club
Public Col1rrnt
MOU between the City and Montam DaLota Services, Inc. regarding a donation for play cquipment
hrblic Comr1eat

MOU b€tweer the City and ffr66pton River Animal Cale Shelter TRACS
PDbllc Comt

5, H8355 Funding R6olEtion for Strects
Public Comt

6. Wastewater Project Reqrcst for Reimtusemcm Phases I & 2
hrblicCotrtEnt

7. Wastewat€r Project Req[est for ReimbErsemeft Phases 3 & 4
Public Corro.at

UNSCIIEDULED PIJBLIC COMMENT - 3 nrinntcs

MAYOR'S REPORT
ADJOURN

i+There may bc bsu.s discrsscd dodng the Ertiog which my mtbc list rt oartc at .- If. dcci$totr i6 rEqaired oa itcEs of
sigtrific.rrt htcrEsE it win bG s.hcdded for mott r d.E/tiD. ed postcd wilth lte lalrirln 4&,horr ooticc. This s.hcdolc is subjcct

to ch..[t! wftlodnoticc bd FiIl bc Iost d withln tt r.quiEd4&hour mticc. Ifyou h.vc ay qEstiors, plcasc coatact,rc6E27-
3551.
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appr*:r*P
Prtlic Eculry rqudiry E8355 F!trdlry tor SElGts on rb City of Thoryeon Fellr
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City of Thoryson Fa[s City CoEciI MectitrSl

taPyaprlaGls

ffilic Ecaring r€gldirg HB355 Fuoding for Stlects on tte City of Thoryson FaIIc

Itoo.oaFr& E illErSM ffi EdhGF. 316 Cohdh8h* rio4ms&. MT
MoodaY' JaauarY a, 202l @ 5245 P .M.

at
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traPyortrl*$
Public Eearing regarding H8355 Furdirg for Stlcss on ttc City of Thoryson Fals

rhG F.[r Etrrilrysed IrdnEthctp. 116 Coldr sn!.L Thililrua Mr
MondaY' J"nne?,' 8' 2OA @ 5'45 P 'vI'
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City of Thorycon Fdts Ctty Council McEtirgl

'?{Ppy1p;llCr$
Public Eearing reg|r.firy 88355 Fnndirg fm Strccts on tte City of Tbrysoa Falls

thlr.L B.-.trt S&od rrihrEtihc}tr. 3f6 ffihlhG.L fhf&' MT
MondaY, Je'rlarY \ 2OA @ 5:45 P.M'

and

Regslar CitY Cou.acil Meetbg at th€
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