
CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS
PTIBLIC HEARING MINUTES

Thursday, Artgust 27 ,2026

The Ciry Council Public Hearing was held at the Ciry Hall,
108 Fulton Street, Thompson Falls, MT

Council Members Present:
Raoul Ribeiro, City Council President
Katherine Maudrone, City Council Vice President
Larry Milner
Catherine DeWitt
Rusti Leivestad
Not present: Mike Shear

Gussie O'Connor, Mayor
Kelliam Barton, City Clerk,/Treasurer
Others signed in: Sign-in sheet is attached.
Gussie O'Connor opened the Public Hearing at 5:00 p.m.
Kelliann Barton noted who was present.

ACTION:
The residents spoke and asked questions. The City's formal response document is attached
to these minutes.
Motion to adjourn the public hearing. Ribeiro/Mitner
The meeting was adjourned at 5: l9 p.m.

GUSSI Conn

ATTEST:
nn Banon, reasurer



CiW of Thomoson Falls
Public Not for Preliminarv Bu Review

Notice is Hereby Given
That the City of Thompson Falls

has completed its preliminary
budget for fiscal year 2026-2027
and has set August 27, 2026 at
5:00 p.m. at the City Hall, 108
Fulton, Thompson Falls,

Montana for the public hearing
on approving a final budget. A
copy of the preliminary budget
has been placed on file and is

open for inspection at the City
Hall during regular office hours.
Any taxpayer or resident of the
City of Thompson Falls may
appear at the hearing and be
heard for or against any part of
the proposed budget. Dated this
13th Day of August 2026
Kelliann Barton
City Clerk/Treasurer

Publish on August 13, 2026
And August 20, 2026
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CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS

Budget Public Hearing
In the City Hall, 108 Fulton Street, Thompson Falls, MT

Thursday, August 27,2026, at 5:00 P.M.
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1. Kristen Ltyr,108 Etk Street, a nd l'm here about the poot. I got a copy of the budget,
and I see that there's no tine number for there's no money set aside for you know
repair. So what's going on? I think that havingthe poot is a reatty wonderfut thing that
we have in this such a you know a sma[[ place. Everyone I've talked to this summer
is reaUy bummed. I was having my btood drawn atthe ctinic, and the nurse said that
her kids, you know always they're like in the tween age, earty teen, and they, white
she's at work, watk down to the poo[ and spend their days at the poot, and it's hard
that there's not much for them to do. so I think it's a matter of pubtic safety, and I

think it reatty enriches our community. And I'd tike to see the poo[ reopened. Thank
you.

c We have set aside $20,000 (460445 Swimming poot/ 360 Repair and
Ma intenance Services) th is year to go towards repairs for the poot. We
are hoping the poot can open as wetl.

2. Mark Sheets, 215 Grove Street. The first question Ihave is
o How much cash was [eft at the end oI this last fiscat year?

.: $337,695.16
o Atso, how much does the city have in reserves? What is the percentage of

everyth ing for this u pcom ing fisca I yea r?

o $352,831.00
o 30.880/o

. The date when the property assessments ca me from the cou nty, beca use the

budget has to be passed 30 days from that date, or the first Thursday after

the first Tuesday in September, whichever is first.
. August 3, 2026

o MCAT-6-4024 states: budget approved and adopted by resotution by

the taGr of the f irst Thursday after the first Tuesday in September or

within 30 ca lendar days of receiving certif ied taxabte vatues f rom the

Department of Reven ue.

. The budget was adopted September 3,2026.
. l'd tike to see the worksheet that shows how the mill [evies are calcutated.

That hasn't been shown anywhere. The onty thing I was able to look at was, of

course, the expenditure and revenue budgets.

r Mark came in and received a hard copy of this on 9/1/26

. See attached

Augu st 27, 2026Eu b tic Heari ng-Questions



One of the things I noticed, especialty on the expenditure, is that there's
absolutely no capitat gains, or not capitaI gains, but capitat improvement
funds in any of the areas there, and I know that last year, year before, it was
$80,000 in one of the tine items for capitat improvements. I thought, what
happened to that $80,000 that was there?

o On our Cash Report it shows that we have $70, 954.24 in Capitat
lmprovements.

Again, tooking at some of that ask is for tike grant matchingfor the poot and
for other things that have taken place. That money's not there anymore.

o On the same Cash Report we have $25,588.91 in the Main Street
Pro.ject account and $22,518.63 in the Ainsworth Park project

account.

Atso, independent audits. There's no money budgeted there for independent
audit, and that has to have both a federat and state audit taking ptace for that
due to the grant funding. And normally, that's like $10,000 that,s been
budgeted for it, and there was nothing in there that showed that.

o We have budgeted for audits under Adminlstration Professionat
Services object 350 divaded up in Generat, Water, and Sewer Funds.

Atso, going through on city counciI at communications and training, and
travel and training is, you know [ike zero to 500 for travel and training. I mean,
that's not much for anybody when before it was tike 2500 was used in the
prior year.

o This was a decision made by the Budget Committee due to going over
budget on train ing last fisca I year.

Also, the court training and communication line was a zero

o Court training object 370 was and is set at $ l,300
The mayor's satary had dropped f rom that, which was tike 13,001 .82, down to

4544 in a satary tine for that, and then in the financiat services again, a big

drop in the salaries there, and then we had, you know, a tremendous amount

of money into the professionaI services and other professionaI services that
were present in there.

o We are now altocating sataries of the mayor, councit, and clerk to

Generat, Water, and Sewer so they witt took different on the budget

th is year.

c ProfessionaIServices now covers the audit, any League services,

BMS, website costs, and Univision costs. Divided over Generat, Water,

and Sewer.



I think that needs to be looked at for roads and streets and parks for
machinery and equipment with zero.

o We have budgeted for a new leafvac under430200 Road and Street
Services 940 Machinery & Equipment.

o We have not budgeted for any other equipment this year.

The poot, we have sataries tisted in there. And if the poot's not open, why are

salaries even [isted into that? And there's otherfor utilities and other things
into the poo[ there, and if you're not operating it or anything, then why should
that money even be there?

c Our Pubtic Works Director appties 4olo of each pubtic works
employee's satary towards the poot. This covers basic checks on the
facitity throughout the year, whether it is open or not.

: We atso have the power that we stitt pay for the streettights.
i, We have disconnected the [andtine that was at the pootuntitit is

reopen ed.

3. Stephanie Martin, 108EtkSt, I woutd like to see a breakdown of howthe state
entittement f unds are atlocated. There is no indication of how that is dispersed,
according to state regulations, federat regutations, or even your own budget. Like to
see that broken out. Thank you.

. ln Montana, locatgovernments use state entitlement share
funds as general, dedicated locat revenue to support standard
pubtic services and day to day operations.
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