
Greater Parkcrest Neighborhood Association (GPNA) 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 

Meeting held at Pasta Express 

 Ken Brooks, President, welcomed members and introduced special guests in attendance: 
o Julinn Torres- Police Area Representative (PAR) OƯicer 

 Issues presented by members regarding speeding and  
and some of the steps the City is taking to control the problem were addressed. 

 Homeowners were reminded to be diligent in locking their cars and keeping all 
items out of sight to deter theft. She also stressed the need to be home to 
receive deliveries or a back-up plan such as notifying neighbors or having the 
packages delivered to a drop-oƯ location. 
 

o Brandon Jenson, Springfield City Councilman, Zone 3. 
 Members were encouraged to attend the Zone 3 Town Hall meeting on 

November 5 for information concerning issues in our City. It will be held at the 
Police-Fire Training Center Council Chambers at 2620 W. Battlefield Rd, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

o Alana D. Owen, Principal Planner & Neighborhoods/Department of Planning and 
Development (Updated Land Development Code). 

 Members were referred to the letter from the City of Springfield dated October 
10, 2025, which was sent to property owners regarding re-zoning. The City is in 
the process of re-mapping and updating the zoning districts. She emphasized 
the Parkcrest will not change from coded as a “single-family residential” district. 
A handout was provided with a map and explanation of the zoning code districts.  
Property owners were directed to call the phone number listed in the letter for 
any questions they may have. (417-864-1300) 

 A meeting regarding re-zoning will be held on November 10 from 4:30 to 6 at the 
Library Center and the public is welcome to attend.  
   

o Matt Shaefer, Assistant Director/Economic Vitality  
 Information regarding the hotel/motel 3% tax increase proposal on the 

November ballot was presented. The tax increase will help fund the construction 
of a regional convention and events center in Springfield.  
 

 Ken Brooks called the business meeting to order. 
o Secretary’s Report 

 Debbie Butts, Secretary, referred members to the printed minutes of the GPNA 
membership meeting of July 17, 2025, which were made available for review. 
With no questions or corrections, a motion was made for approval, was 
seconded and approved. 

 

 

 

 



o Treasurer’s Report 
 Joe Stokes, Treasurer, reviewed and referred to the printed copies of the 

Financial Statements. A special mention was made of the use of the funds 
received for the NEAT Neighborhood Award, which were used to purchase and 
plant five maple trees for Mann Park, and PikStiks, and a “Doggie-Poo” station.  
Also mentioned were the 200 packages of flower seed that were purchased for 
the NEAT competition this year. A motion was made for approval, seconded and 
approved to be filed for audit. 
 

 Unfinished Business: 
o No unfinished business was presented by the Floor. 

 
 New Business 

o Ray Kittle, Friendly Committee Chairman, addressed his desire to bring the neighbors 
together by encouraging participation in a welcoming atmosphere. 
 

o Ashley Mann, Programs and Education Chairman, is reaching out to the neighborhood 
through the GPNA Newsletter and Facebook to hear ideas and interests of neighbors on 
how to make our neighborhood a closer community. She also promoted the GPNA 
event to be held Saturday, October 25, at 10 a.m. at The Way Church. The flower seed 
packets will be given out and a special speaker from the Master’s Gardener’s will be 
there to educate members about native plants. 

 
o Bass Pro Cheering Challenge will be held on November 2, 2025. Volunteers are needed   

to help “cheer on” runners.  A patriotic theme will be used again this year, with 
volunteers being asked to wear red, white and blue. A patriotic hat will be given to each 
volunteer.  
 

o Riley Brown, CPO/Crisis Cold Weather Shelter Specialist spoke on the need for 
volunteers for cold weather shelters.  

 
o Angela Watkins, CPO Community Development Specialist, provided several vouchers 

for the City of Springfield recycling centers. 
 

o GPNA neighborhood clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2026. 
 

o No new business from the floor was presented. 
 
 Announcements 

o Next Association meeting is planned for Thursday, January 15, 2026. 
 Motion was made for the meeting to be adjourned, seconded an approved.   

o Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

Submitted by Debbie Butts, Secretary 

October 16, 2025 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


