Greater Parkcrest Neighborhood Association - Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2026 at Horace Mann Elementary, Tornado Safe-Room

              Greater Parkcrest Neighborhood Association 
               2131 W. Republic Road Box 31                                 
               Springfield MO 65807
               Email: GreaterParkcrest@gmail.com 
               Google Voice: (417) 501-4699
               Website: www.GreaterParkcrest.org
               Facebook: Greater Parkcrest Neighborhood Association

I.  Welcome to the Greater Parkcrest Neighborhood Association Meeting
   President - Ken Brooks    kennethlbrooks@gmail.com  (417) 818-3911
   Vice President – Bill Butts
   Secretary – Debbie Butts
   Treasurer - Joe Stokes

Note: this meeting was hosted by Horace Mann Principal, Courtney Ellis, for GPNA meeting attendees to see the Tornado Safe Room and school facilities. 

II. Introduction of Guest Speakers
Ronnie Bell - Greene County Office of Emergency Management, Community Engagement Specialist – discussed the emergency warning system in Greene County. (417) 869-6040
Whitney Mann – City Utilities, Community Relations Specialist – discussed CU power outages and the major causes. Troubleshooters on their staff are on duty 24/7/365 to guide responding crews. 
Brian Higgins - City Utilities Forester - discussed their strategic tree trimming on a maintenance basis to help minimize outages from storms. Also, reminded residents that Free Mulch is available on weekdays from CU facility at 720 North Belcrest. 
 SPD Officer Julinn Torres - Police Area Representative (PAR) Officer – discussed common complaint call issues in our neighborhood service area. Questions and discussion about homeless people. 
SPD Officer David Whisel from NEW SPD Street Outreach Team (SOT) – was introduced and explained what their team is tasked with. Their total focus is mental health issues and homeless individuals in the community.
 Springfield Fire Department (SFD) - Fire Station #9 – Bruce Austin, Jake Hembree, and Antonio Panetta discussed their call records for our neighborhood service area. New Project Red Zone, smoke alarm replacement, and smoke alarms for hearing impaired.  (417) 874-2300
 Lt. Rodney Williamson, Springfield Public Schools, Security Officer – discussed the specifics of the MANN School “Tornado Safe Room” which is built to FEMA standards.  Discussed how the Safe Room access works for neighborhood residents.  10-minute window of time from when a tornado warning is issued. (A concise explanation of the access policy should be posted on the GPNA website.)

III. Business Meeting - Call to Order
IV.  Secretary’s Report - Minutes from Previous Meeting - Debbie Butts – Minutes are posted on our website. Motion to approve, seconded, and approved. 
V.   Treasurer’s Report - Joe Stokes - discussed fiscal year 2025 highlights. Treasurer’s reports are posted on our website.  Motion to approve, seconded and approved.
VI. Unfinished or Old Business
a. Request for unfinished business from the floor 
VII. New Business (the following committee reports were not provided due to time)
a. Ray Kittle, Friendly Committee, Chairman
b. Patrick Patterson, Safe Committee, Chairman
c. Ashley Mann, Programs and Education Chairman 
d. Michael Brittain, Clean Committee Chairman 
VIII. Announcements  
a. Next Association General Meeting is planned for Thursday April 16, 2026
b. Doug and Grace Campbell - rezoning of the corner of Walnut Lawn and Campbell.     They reported that City Planning and Zoning recently approved the rezoning request and forwarded the request to City Council for consideration at an upcoming meeting. They said it is important to attend if you oppose the rezoning request even if you don’t plan to speak at the meeting. Opposition attendance is important. Doug says that it now goes to the City Council Meeting on January 26th @6:30 pm.  The meeting is at the Police-Fire Training Center located at 2620 W Battlefield.
c. Mann Principal, Courtney Ellis, announced that Mann will be a host site for Summer School 2026.
IX.   Adjourn Business Meeting (motion to adjourn, seconded, and approved)
X.    Tour of MANN School building (Principal, Courtney Ellis)  
