
 

 

National Honor Alliance 
2026 Shakespeare Global Prize for Literary Excellence 

 
Book of the Year 

       Reverence 
Author: Milena McKay  
Publisher: Milena McKay 

 
Author of the Year 

       E.T. Milligan 
Recognized Works 

Past the Line  
You Never Live Until You Die  
Static in the Attic  
Quest for Ghostly Secrets  
Haunting Sights on Friday Nights 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

       Cynthia Carr 
 

Cynthia Carr is an acclaimed author whose distinguished body of 
work has made a lasting impact on contemporary nonfiction and 
cultural history. She is the author of Fire in the Belly: The Life and Times 
of David Wojnarowicz, winner of a Lambda Literary Award and finalist 
for the prestigious J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize. Her other notable 
works include Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the 
Hidden History of White America and On Edge: Performance at the End of 
the Twentieth Century. 

In recognition of her outstanding literary achievements, enduring 
contributions to nonfiction, and dedication to preserving important 
voices and histories, Cynthia Carr is honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 



 

 

WINNERS 
 
FICTION 
 
Literary Fiction 

Antique — Seth Panitch — Grand Central / Hachette 
 

 
Historical Fiction 

The Flower of Harlem — Alex Amirian — AXP Productions 
The Life and Times of Milton Roberts — A. Raymond — 
Independent 
 

 
Science Fiction 

Quest for Ghostly Secrets — E.T. Milligan — ET Milligan 
Publishing 

 
 
Fantasy 

On the Edge (Of a Stroke) — Wallace E. Briggs — Self-Published 
A Dagger in the Ivy — Dorothy Dreyer — Crimson Fox 
Publishing 
 

 
Mystery / Thriller 

Past the Line — E.T. Milligan — ET Milligan Publishing 
You Never Live Until You Die — E.T. Milligan — ET Milligan 
Publishing 
 

 
Horror 

How to Commit the Perfect Murder in Ten Easy Steps — 
Jessica Huntley — Self-Published 

 
 
Romance 

Reverence — Milena McKay — Milena McKay 
 



 

 

Speculative Fiction 
Children of Madness — Jarrett Brandon Early — Jarrett Brandon 
Early 

 
 
Young Adult Fiction 

Static in the Attic — E.T. Milligan — ETMilligan Publishing 
 
 
Middle Grade Fiction 

The Secret of Moonrise Manor: A Raven Gallows Mystery — 
Stephanie Bearce — Shadow Mountain 

 
 
Short Story Collection 

Six Stories Up — Kregg P. J. Jorgenson — BookLocker 
 
 
Debut Novel 

Antique — Seth Panitch — Grand Central / Hachette 
 
 
Contemporary Fiction 

Inheritance of Silence — John Erik Dunnam — Austin Macauley 
Publishers 
 

 
POETRY & DRAMA 
 
Narrative Poetry 

The Flowers That Bled Death — Nu Yeng Hang — Nu Yeng Hang 
 

 
Playwriting / Drama 

Appomattox: A Civil War Drama — Wes Phinney — 
Independent 

 
  
 



 

 

NONFICTION 
 
Memoir / Autobiography 

I am C.R. — Craig Ohlau — unpublished 
 
 
History 

FBI Snitches, Blackmail and Obscene Ethics at the Supreme 
Court — Alex Charns — Alex Charns 
 
 

Self-Help 
10 Little Rules for a Double-Butted Adventure — Teri M. 
Brown — Little Rules Pulishing 
 
 

Inspirational / Spiritual 
52 Pieces: A Manual of Light to Survive the Abyss of Trauma 
— Dr. Marina Kostina  — Primedia eLaunch LLC 

 
 
SPECIALTY AWARDS 
 
Excellence in Storytelling 

Six Stories Up — Kregg P. J. Jorgenson — BookLocker 
 
 

Excellence in World-Building 
A Dagger in the Ivy — Dorothy Dreyer — Crimson Fox 
Publishing 

 
 
Visionary Fiction 

Children of Madness — Jarrett Brandon Early — Jarrett Brandon 
Early 

 
 
 
 



 

 

PUBLISHING AWARDS 
 
Best Independent Press Titles 

Inheritance of Silence — John Erik Dunnam — Austin Macauley 
Publishers 
The Flower of Harlem — Alex Amirian — AXP Productions 
 
 

Best Self-Published Books 
On the Edge (Of a Stroke) — Wallace E. Briggs — Self-Published 
The Flowers That Bled Death — Nu Yeng Hang — Nu Yeng Hang 
Six Stories Up — Kregg P. J. Jorgenson — BookLocker 
 
 

Best Book Cover Design 
The Sons of Chester — Craig Ohlau & Kevin Gingrich — Black 
Rose Writing 
 
 

Best Audiobook 
The Sons of Chester — Craig Ohlau & Kevin Gingrich — Black 
Rose Writing 
 
 

Best Illustrated Book 
Why I Love Mom — Maggie McMischief — Independent 

 
 
CHILDREN’S CATEGORIES 
 
Children's Picture Book 

Niko and the Mysterious Wave — Bryan Luzon — Bryan Luzon 
Publishing 
 
 

Children's Educational Book 
Niko and the Mysterious Wave — Bryan Luzon — Bryan Luzon 
Publishing 

 



 

 

Children's Inspirational Book 
The Sons & The Stars — Rey A. Banda — Northopolis Publishing 

 


